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Tue School Committee of the Town of Middleboro’ for the 

year 1847-8, beg leave to make the following 
’ REPORT. 

Your Committee found, at the beginning of the year, by the 
votes of the Town, that the sum of $4,000 was raised for the 
benefit of the Schools during the year. Of this sum the Town 
directed, that $1,000 should be distributed equally among the 
Thirty-nine Districts, (excepting the two, which have common- 
ly received $10 each,) thus giving to each of the Thirty-seven 
Districts the sum of $25 64. The remaining $3,000, together 
with $156 06, found in the treasury for schools at the begin- 
ning of the year, and $187 89 received from the State—making 
in all $3,343 95—has been apportioned equally among the 
1,290 scholars, found in the 39 districts, between 4 and 16 
years of age, and has given to each scholar, $2 59. 

Schools have been kept, under the superintendence of the 
Committee, by a female teacher in the summer, and by a male 
teacher in the winter, in all the 37 districts, except six; viz. 
Nos. 7, 17, 24, 37, 38 and 39, in which a female teacher has 
been employed both winter and summer. 

One subject, which engaged the early and particular atten- 
tion of the Committee, was a series of reading books for the 
schools. Under a conviction that the reading books which 
had been used in the schools for many years, ought to be 
changed, and without knowing all that had been done on the 
subject by the Committee of the preceding year, the present 
Committee did, at first, recommend to the schools the adoption 
of Swan’s series of reading books. But when they were af- 
terwards informed that Russell’s series had been recommended 
by the former Committee, and to a considerable extent adopted, 
and the publisher of this last named series making proposals to 
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the Town very advantageous in a pecuniary respect, the Com- 
mittee resolved on acceding to these proposals, and carrying 
into effect the recommendations and measures of the preceding 
Committee ; and accordingly a very extensive change has taken 
place in the reading books of the schools; the scholars having 
had a long-continued and the freest opportunity to exchange 
their old books or to purchase new ones at a very reduced 
price, and the Town being thereby essentially benefited. 

The Committee believe that al/ the books, now in use in the 
schools, are of a satisfactory character, with the exception of 
an English Grammar. ‘They have deliberated on a change in 
that respect, but have finally concluded to leave the subject for 
the consideration of their successors. 

The estimated value of all the apparatus in the 37 schools, 
including maps, globes, &c. is only $20. Very little of any 
kind, except blackboards, is to be found in any of the schools. 
There are a few maps, but these are generally loaned to the 
schools by private individuals, who feel an iuterest in the edu- 
cation of the children. ‘The Committee cannot leave this sub- 
ject without expressing their strong conviction, that a liberal 
appropriation by the Town to furnish the schools with maps, 
globes, and some philosophical apparatus, would be conferring 
a lasting benefit on the children of this generation. 

The Committee have found a great diversity in the character 
of the different schools with regard to the attendance, conduct 
and improvement of the scholars. This has been owing partly, 
though not wholly, to the difference of qualifications in the 
several teachers ; for it has been evident that the scholars of 
some of the schools were in amore favorable state for improve- 
ment than was the case with others. They had, in previous 
years, been favored with better teachers ; their teachers, during 
the year now closed, have enjoyed more of the influence of a 
kind and efficient co-operation on the part of the parents and 
others in their respective districts; and the scholars have met 
from day to day to pursue their studies in better schoolhouses. 

But, after all, much of the difference here named, has been 
owing to the teachers themselves. Some of them were well 
qualified for their employment; they loved the work they un- 
dertook; they felt a deep and tender interest in developing and 
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improving the young minds committed to their care; they 
devoted their time and their own powers as teachers to the 
welfare of their respective schools. In all these cases the re- 
sults have been happy. The general conduct of the scholars 
has been good, their interest in their studies constant, and their 
improvement rapid and desirable. ‘The Committee would re- 
joice if they could speak as favorably of ali the teachers, who 
have been employed during the year. But this they could not 
conscientiously do in reference to some of them. 

If time permitted, the Committee could go into a detailed 
account of each one of the schools taught in the thirty-seven 
districts. But this they do not propose to do. For even if 
they should attempt it, they could not do as full justice to the 
several Schools and "Teachers as they might have done, had 
their number been larger and their labors thereby diminished. 
They have endeavored faithfully and impartially to perform the 
duties required of them by the laws of the Commonwealth ; 
but the discharge of these duties has been very arduous on 
account of the smallness of their number. The school laws 
of the State entitle the Town of Middleboro’ to the number of 
thirteen on their School Committee, and require them, or 
some one of their number, to visit each one of the schools, 
whether in summer or winter, twice at least during the time it 
is kept. This requisition of the law is peremptory; and a 
Committee, who accept the appointment from the town are 
bound to comply withit. Although the Town might not think 
it expedient to appoint so large a number as thirteen, yet by 
appointing a Committee somewhat larger than five, their labors, 
especially in viszéing the schools, would be much less arduous 
and the expense of the Town very little increased ; because in 
that case, each individual member of the Committee would 
have under his care for visitation a much smaller number of 
schools and no greater number of visits would on the whole 
necessarily be made: and the Committee earnestly hope, that 
their successors, by being more numerous and better qualified 
than themselves, may be able to perform a better service for 
the schools, and to give to the Town a more particular account 
of their state at the close of the year now commencing. 

Your present Committee having already alluded to the con- 
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dition of schoolhouses, would now close their Report by adding 
some further remarks on that subject. 

One item of information which they are required to furnish 
the Commonwealth in their Report, is the value of the school- 
houses, including the land, fixtures, &c, attached to them. 
And in this connection they think proper to state some particu- 
lars, by which they have been guided in arriving at their result. 
They have estimated the whole value of the schoolhouses, 
land, &c. attached, at $5,235, viz: 


2 schoolhouses, at . : ; . $25 each 
1 i, : : : ike 35 
5 Ht : 5 ; siyie 40 
vf te 50 
2 ‘A 75 
6 A 100 
| i : 125 
2 “ 150 
2 a 200 
2 fs » 225 
l és 250 
1 A : 275 
1 : : : . 300 
1 os . 4 ; . 500 
2 qu ‘ / : . 600 


By this statement it will be perceived that there are in the 
town twenty-four schoolhouses, which the Committee have 
estimated at or under $100 each; and they think this estimate 
sufficiently high, when in many cases the land, which these 
apologies for schoolhouses encumber, is individual ‘property : 
and as to fixtures, your Committee do not recollect to have 
noticed any except in two instances, 

These houses of which we are now speaking, together with 
some others which have, during the past year, received some 
attention aud repairs, stand on the line of the public highway, 
if not actually within it, as ‘though glorying in their shame.’ 
From thence, “the noisy children just let loose from school,” 
are ushered into the street ;,and ‘“ wo betide” the traveler who, 
having unwittingly delayed his passage, must then find his 
way through showers of chips, bat-balls and snow-balls, as best 
he may. 

‘From these facts, as well as from the neglected and comfort- 
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less Appearance of many ofthe schoolhouses, your Committee 
are led to argue, according to the well known laws of the hu- 
man mind, that a powerful influence for evil is exerted on the 
characters of the children, who frequent them. ‘That coarse- 
ness and vulgarity of manners, which your Committee have 
been pained to witness in some schools, would not be likely to 
exist in connection with a neat, commodious house, standing 
upon a half acre of land for play ground, well fenced and 
ornamented with shrubs and trees. 

Another very obvious inquiry, in estimating the value of a 
thing, is, What can it be used for? A building may be of such 
location and structure as to afford a sufficient shelter for fowls 
and four-footed beasts, and yet not be well adapted to the pur- 
poses of a school. But these considerations seem not to have 
had sufficient weight in the minds of those who located and 
planned the houses, which we have now in view. 

Your Committee would not speak disrespectfully of these 
“remnants of a generation passed away,’ nor of the division 
and sub-division of school districts, by which the number has 
been increased from 12 to 39, and as a consequence the neces- 
sary erection of something as a shelter for the school. These 
twin evils (too numerous districts and poor schoolhouses) had 
to some extent their origin in, and now depend for their exist- 
ence upon the mistaken idea, as your Committee think, that 
when a portion of a district become dissatisfied with the man- 
agement of their prudential affairs, it is better to divide than 
remain together. 

Putting the most favorable and charitable construction on 
the whole matter, your Committee are led to believe, that those 
who were instrumental in producing this state of things had 
but little confidence in its practicableness or durability ; and 
with this view of the matter and with no other did they act 
wisely in expending no more in the erection of some of the 
schoolhouses, and in placing them near the road or on borrow- 
ed land,—so that thus they might be more easily removed, 
when they should come to be considered nuisances and be 
liable to be abated. 

Similar defects are also manifested in the internal arrange- 
ments of some of the schoolhouses; for, on entering them, we 
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find great inattention has been paid 6 the comfort of the thil- 
dren. The first object which meets. our eye and claims our 
pity, is the luckless urchin located on what are called the low 
seats, but which in many cases are so high, that he finds him- 
self occupying an elevated position at the very entrance of his 
intellectual career. With feet and legs coiled under him like 
chanticleer upon his perch, or else dangling beneath him in 
fruitless search after a resting place; and located, as of necessity 
he must be, where room is scarce, in such contiguity to the 
stove, that one side is intensely heated, while the other is suf- 
fering with the cold;—in such a situation as this, (and in such 
an one your Committee have not unfrequently seen the scholar 
placed,) does it not require a strong effort of the imagination 
and exercise of faith in the child to believe, that he would 
gather many flowers in his future pathway to knowledge,—es- 
pecially as he finds himself so thickly beset with thorns at his 
very starting place ? 

Your Committee might proceed to state, had they time and 
were it necessary, the great disproportion in expense, per month, 
of teaching fifty scholars in one school or the same number in 
five or six schools. Suffice it to say, in general terms, it is five 
or six times as much. 

Before dismissing the subject, your Committee beg leave to 
say, that exceptions to these general remarks on schoolhouses 
exist in some districts ;—especially in the north-west portion of 
the Town, where through years of trial, they have succeeded in 
new arranging the school districts and in the erection of two 
neat and commodious schoolhouses:. and your Comittee 

would say to other portions of the Town where a similar reform 
is necessary, ‘Go and do likewise,” though the result autaine? 
be attended with similar expense. 

{ BRANCH HARLOW, 


SRAEL W. PUT 
I L UTNAM, | ‘School 
J 


. HERCULES RICHMOND, 
Committee. 


JAMES G. CUSHMAN, 
GEORGE M. LEACH. 


Mrppuesoro’, April 24, 1848. 
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Tue School Committee of Middleborough submit the fol- 
lowing Report of their doings the past year, and the condit- 
ion of the several Schools under their superintendence : 


District No. 1.—The number of ratable polls is 35. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years, 
is 26. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$106.58. The Summer school was taught by Miss Miran- 
da H. Williams of Middleborough, 5 months and 1 day. 
The Winter school was taught by Mr. Thomas Covington 
of Middleborough, 2 months and 15 days. Progress mode- 
rate in the Summer school. In the Winter school the prog- 
ress was good. 


Districr No. 2.—The number of ratable polls is 26. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 18. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 

$85.76. The Summer school was taught by Miss Debo- 
ai Gisby, of Middleborough, 4 months. (The Winter 
school was taught by Miss Deborah Gisby, 4 months and 
12 days. This school made good progress. 

District No. 3.—The number of ratable polls is 56. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 44. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$155.14. The Summer school was taught by Miss Sarah. 
Leach, of Bridgewater, 5 months and 12 days. The Win- 
ter school was taught by Mr, John C. Sargent of Grantham, 
N. H.,4 months and 7 days. Both teachers did ample 
justice to the pupils, and managed the schools with judg- 
ment and to the entire satisfaction of the Committee. The 
teachers’ method was good. 


District No. 4.—The number of ratable polls is 60. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 48. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$164.39... The Summer school was taught by Miss Ellen 
Putnam of Croyden, N. H., 6 months and 4 days. The 
Winter school was taught by Mr. Marshal Perkins of Croy- 
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den N. H., 4 months. The qualifications of the teachers 
were of a high order, and their judicious management, and 
devoted attention to the charge of their trust, and manner 
of instruction, was such as might have been expected from 
teachers of their qualifications. 

District No. 5.—The number of ratable polls is 15. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 14. Amount of school money appropriated to said Dis- 
trict is $60.33. The Summer school was taught by Miss 
Julia A. Darling, of Middleborough, 3 months and 8 days ; 
the Winter school was taught by Mr. Harrison Staples, of 
Middleborough, 2 “months:and 4 days. Progress in this 
school was middling. 7 ) 

District No,’6.—The number of ratable polls is 39. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 38. The Summer schoo} was taught by Miss Abigail B. 
Keith, of Middleborough, 4 months and 15 days; the Win- 
ter school was taught by Mr. John McLeod, of Middlebor- 
ough, 3 months and 12 days. The government of this 
school was not as good as it might have been. Progress good. 


District No. 7.—The number of ratable polls is 17. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 38. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$64.95. ‘The Summer school was taught by Miss Louisa 
Covington, of Middleborough, 2 months and 11 days; the 
Winter school was taught by Miss Elizabeth T. Pratt, of 

arver, 4 months. Government good and the progress fair. 


Districr No. 8.—The number of ratable polls is 44. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 is 30. 
Amount of money appropriated to said District is $127.39. 
The Summer school was taught by Miss Mary R, Lucas of 
Carver, 5 months and 8 days; the Winter school was taught 
by Mr. Uriah W. Lawton, of Westport,.4 months. The 
government of both schools was good and the progress good, 
and the teachers did ample justice to their pupils. 


District No. 9 —The number of ratable polls is 6. The 
number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years is 6. 
Amount of money appropriated to said District is $39.51. 
This District is united with one in Carver, and your Com- 
mittee know nothing of the character of the school. ” 


District No. 10.—The number of ratable polls is 43. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 1s 40, 
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Amount of money appropriated to said District. is $25.07. 
The Summer school was taught by Miss Betsey W. Canady 
of Middleborough, 4 months and 4 days ;!the Winter school 
was taught by Mr. Tilson E. Pratt of Carver, 2 months and 
12 days. The improvement of the Summer school. was 
good, and the government good. ‘The government of the 
Winter school was not what would have been desired, and 
_the school was given up before the money was expended. 
Progress of the scholars small. 


District No. 11.—The number of ratable polls is 26. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 36. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$85.76, The Winter school was taught by Capt. Ichabod 
EF. Atwood of Middleborough, 2 months and 14 days; the 
Summer school was taught by Miss Lydia M. Haskell of 
Rochester, 4 months. ‘The improvement of the scholars in 
this District has been very good, especially in the Winter. 


District No. 12.—The number of ratable poll is 36. The 
number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years is 
34. Amount of money appropriated to said District 1s 
$108.88. The Summer school was taught by Miss Sarah 
Millett of Middleborough, 5 months; the Winter school was 
taught by Mr. Joseph R. Davis of Rochester, 8 months and 
12 days. Improvement middling. 


District No. 13.—The number of ratable polls is 34. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 28. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$104.26. The Summer school was-taught by Miss Sarah 
S. Fuller of Carver, 5 months and 5 days; the Winter 
school was taught by Mr. Perez S. Jennings of Middlebor- 
ough, 3 months and 9 days. The improvement in the 
Winter school was very good. 

Districr No. 14.—The number of ratable polls is 29. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 27. _Amount of school money appropriated to said Dis- 
trict is $72.70. ‘The Summer school was taught by Miss 
Hannah B. Walker of Bridgewater, 4 months and 19 days; 
the Winter school was taught by John Willis, Esq. of Mid- 
dieborough, 2 months... Government of both Winter and 
Summer schools was good, and the improvement such as to 
meet the approbation of the Committee. 

Disrricr No 15.—The number of ratable polls is 49. 


The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 is 29. 
2 
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Amount of money appropriated to said District is $138.95. 
The Summer school was taught by Miss Pulchera C. Per- 
kins of Middleborough, 3 months and 20 days; the Winter 
school was taught by Miss Ellen Putnam of Croyden, N. H., 
5 months. The improvement and management of the 
schools in this District were good, and the schools especially 


deserve the high approbation of the Committee. 


District No. 16.—The number of ratable polls is 29.— 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 29. Amount of school money appropriated to said Dis- 
trict is $92.70. The Summer and Winter schools were 
taught by Miss Maria L. Tinkham, three months each. 
Government good and improvement fair. 


District No 17.—The number of ratable polls is 18. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years . 
is 10. Amount of school money appropriated to said Dis- 
trict is $67.26. No Summer school was taught in said 
District ; Winter school was taught by Miss Betsey W. Can- 
ady, 2 months and 16 days. The school in this District is 
very small, but as good as could be expected under the cir- 
cumstances. 


District No. 18.--The number of ratable polls is 98. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 79, Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$252.26. The Summer school was taught by Miss Char- 
lotte C. Christian, and Miss Pulchra C. Perkins 4 months 
and 20 days; the Winter school was taught by Mr. Home: 
O. Hitchcock, of Westminster, N. H., 3 months, and Miss 
Laura H. Potter, of Brookfield, 2 months and 11 days, 
The improvement of the scholars in this District was very 
good ; the method pursued by the teachers, both in Summer 
and Winter was good, and your Committee would commend 
highly the attention the teachers bestowed upon the pupils. 


Districr No. 19.—The number of ratable polls is 59. 
The number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 55. Amount of money appropriated to said District 
is $162.08. The Summer school was taught by Miss Eliza 
Ann 8. Morton, of Middleborough, 4 months; the Win- 
ter school was taught by Rev. Darius Dunbar; of Bridge- 
water, 3 months and 12 days. The government of the 
school in this District was good, and the improvement of the 
scholars good. 
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Districr No. 20.—The number of ratable polls ‘is 52. 
Number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years is 
55. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$145.89. The Summer school was taught by Miss Betsey 
Robinson, of Middleborough, 4 months and 11 days; the 
Winter school was taught by Mr. Horace P. Hall, of Croy- 
den, N. H., 3 months and 12 days. The government of 
both schools was excellent, and the improvement of the 
scholars was good and meets the high approbation of the 
Committee. 

District No. 21.—The number of ratable polls is 55 ; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 41. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$152.83. The Summer school was taught by Miss Hellen 
S. Shaw, of Middleborough, 4 months; the Winter school 
was taught by Mr. John N. Brown, of Candia, N. H., 3 
months and 12 days. The government of the schools in 
said District was good, and the management of the schools 
and method pursued by the teachers in this District merit the 
high approbation of the Committee. 


Disrricr No, 22.—The number of ratable polls is 41 ; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 57. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$120.45. The Summer school was taught by Miss Caro- 
line T. Richmond, of Middleborough, 3 months and 17 days ; 
the Winter school was taught by Mr. Harrison Staples, 2 
months and 17 days. The government of the schools was 
good and the improvement good; the method pursued by 
the teachers in the school is recommended. 

District No. 23.—The number of ratable polls is 32; 
the numher of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years . 
is 35. Amount of money appropriated to said District i¢ 
$99.64. The Summer school was taught by Miss Emeline 
M. Alden, 2 months and 17 days; the Winter school was 
taught by Mr. Robert Duncan, of Meriden, N. H., 2 months 
and 6 days. The government of the schools was good and 
improvement and method good. 


District No. 24.—The number of ratable polls is 33 ; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 23. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$101.95. The Summer school was taught by Miss Mary 
S. Haskins, of Middleborough, 3 months ; the Winter school 
was taught by Reuben Hafford, Esq., 2 months and 13 days, 
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' The government of the schools were good and the method 
of teaching was good, and the improvement in the winter 
and summer was fair—school backward. 


District No. 25.—The number of ratable polls is 50; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 46. _Amount of money appropriated to this District ts 
$141.26. The Summer school wastaught by Miss Mary 8. 
Tinkham, of Middleborough, 3 months; the Winter school 
was taught by Mr. Benjamin F. Holloway, 3 months and 
13 days. The government of the school in this District was 
fair, and the progress fair. 


District No. 26.--The number bY ratable polls is 18 ; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 is 13. 
Amount of money appropriated to aid District is $67.26. 
The Summer school was taught by Miss C. M. Shaw, of 
Middleborough, 2 months and 11 days; the Winter school 
was taught by Miss Mary S. Haskins, of Middleborough, 3 
months and 8 days. ‘The scholars made good progress in 
this District, both in summer and winter, 


District No. 27.--The number of ratable polls is 32; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 is 41. 
Amount of money appropriated to said District is $99.64. 
The Summer school was taught by Miss Adaline Wood, of 
Middleborough, 4 months and 13 days; the Winter school 
was taught by Mr. Francis M. Hodges, of Petersham, 2 
months and 16 days. ‘This school made good progress, es- 
pecially in the winter. 


District No. 28.—The number of ratable polls is 44; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 is 46. 
Amount of money appropriated to said District is $127.39. 
The Summer school was taught by Miss Dordania H. Pratt, 
of Middleborough, 5 months and 8 days; the Winter school 
was taught by Mr. Isaac Sampson, of Middleborough, 3 
months. ‘The scholars in this District made good progress, 
both in summer and winter; the government was also very 
oood. 


District No. 29.—The number of ratable polls is 12: 
_ the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 11. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$53.39. ‘The Summer school was taught by Miss Louisa 
B. Terry, of Middleborough, 3 months and 13 days; the 
Winter school was also taught by Miss Louisa B. Terry, of 
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Middleborough, 4 months and 9 days. Progress in this 
school moderate. 

District No. 30.—The number of ratable polls i is 28; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 26. Amount of money’ appropriated to said District is 
$90.39. The Summer school was taught by Miss Charity 
H. Winslow, of Freetown, 2 months and 16 days; the 
Winter school was taught by Mrs. Hannah Hoard, of Mid- 
dleborough, 3 months and 4 days. The Winter school made 
fair progress. 

District No. 31.—The number of ratable polls is 25 ; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 34. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$83.48. The Winter school was taught by Mr. John F, 
Chase, of Tiverton, R. I., 1 month, and by Mr. James Peirce, 
of Taunton, 1 month and 21 days; the Summer school was 
taught by Miss Hannah L. Leonard, 3 months, and 3 days. 
The Summer and the last part of the Winter school meets 
the approbation of your Committee, for attention bestowed 
upon the school by the teachers. ‘The method of the teach- 
er of the Summer school was good. 


Disrricr No. 32.—The number of ratable polls is 16 ; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 25. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
%62.64. The Summer school was taught by Miss Cornelia 
B. Snow, of Rochester, 8 months; the Winter school was 
taught by Mr. Benjamin F. Holloway, of Middleborough, 1 
month and 9 days. The schools in this District were short, 
but have been favored with good teachers. 

District No. 33.—The number of ratable polls is 7; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years: 
is 10. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$41.33. The Summer and Winter schools were taught by 
Miss Phebe A. Hathaway, of Freetown, 2 months and 12 
days in Summer and 4 months and 6 days in Winter. 
The progress made in the school in this District was fair. 


District No. 35.—The number of ratable polls is 37; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 21. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$111.20. The Summer school was taught by Miss Zilpha 
L, Haskins, 3 months and 15 days ; the Winter school was 
taught by Mr. Levi Reed, Jr., 2 months and 19 days. The 
government of the school and progress of the scholars were 


 - 


good. Mr. Reed’s health was such that he did not finish 
the school. 


District No, 36.—The number of ratable polls is 22; 
the number of the children between the ages of 4 and 16 
years is 14. Amount of money appropriated to said Dis- 
trict is $76.51. The Summer school was taught by Miss 
Louisa Harlow, of Middleborough, 4 months and 2 days; 
the Winter school was taught by Mr. James H. Weston, of 
Middleborough, 2 months and 3 days. Progress made in 
the school in this District was good. 


Disrricr No. 37.—-The number of ratable polls is 110; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 66. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$280.01. The Summer school was taught by Miss Lucy 
H. Potter, of N. Brookfield, 6 months; the Winter school 
was taught by Mr. Alva Covington, of Middleborough, 5 
months and 6 days. The government of the Summer and 
Winter Schools in this District, and the progress of the scho!- 
ars, and the method of teaching, were excellent. 


District No. 38.—The number of ratable polls is 13:; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 25. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$55.70. The Summer and Winter schools were taught by 
Miss Caroline T. Wood. of Middleborough, the Summer 
school 3 months, and the Winter school 3 months and 21 
days. Scholars made some progress in this District. 


Disrrior No. 39.—The whole number of ratable polls is 
19; the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 
years is 18. Amount of money appropriated to said Dis- 
trict is $69.58. The Summer and Winter schools were 
taught by Miss Abby S. Lucas, of Carver, 1 month and 15 
days in the Summer and 3 months and 6 days in the Win- 
ter. Progress made by the ‘scholars m this District was 
vood. 


Disrricr No. 40.—The number of ratable polls is 22; 
the number of children between the ages of 4 and 16 years 
is 8. Amount of money appropriated to said District is 
$76.51. The Summer School was taught by Miss Han- 
nah C. Macomber, of Middleborough, 4 months and 18 days ; 
the Winter school was taught by Mr. Daniel PF. Wood, 2 
months and | day. Progress of said schools fair. 
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The whole amount of money appropriated by the Town 
of Middleborough for Schools for 1848--9, is $4000. The 
Town’s proportion of the School fund, received from the 
State, was $207.69, making the whole amount $4207.69, 
to be apportioned among the several School Districts in the 
following manner :—One-quarter of $4000, to be divided 
equally among the Districts, giving to each District the sum 
of $25.64, and the remainder, together with the $207.69, 
making $3207.69, to be divided upon the ratable polls in 
each District, the whole number of ratable polls in the sevy- 
eral Districts amounting to 1387, giving to each ratable poll 
$2,314. The whole number of children between the ages 
of 4 and 16 years is 1218, 


ELIAB WARD, 

REUBEN HAFFORD, School 
BRADFORD HARLOW, . 
STILLMAN BENSON, Committee. 
EDWARD G, PERKINS. 


Middleborough, April 17, 1849. 
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REPORT. 
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Your Committee, whose official duty has been to superintend the 
Public Schools in Town during the year past, have been deeply 
impressed with the magnitude and solemnity of their trust, and 
have endeavored to discharge their duty with fidelity and impar- 
tiality. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Soon after their appointment, they met and organized, as usual, 
by choosing a Chairman, who has presided over their delibera- 
tions, and a Clerk, who has kept a faithful record of their doings. 


EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. 


In the opinion of your Committee, a weighty responsibility rests 
upon them in respect to the examination of School teachers. For 
this specific purpose several meetings were held by them, of the 
time and place of which public notices were given. We could 
have wished these meetings had been fewer in number, and more 
generally attended. ‘Three or four meetings, yearly, are sufficient 
for the examination of each of the teachers of all our public Schools, 
provided the several Prudential Committees give due notice of them 
to the teachers whom they have nominated, and provided teachers 
present themselves when such notice has been given. It is ear- 
nestly recommended, that an effectual effort be hereafter made to 
secure the attendance of teachers at the time and place appointed 
for their examination, and thereby save the Committee much labor, 
and the Town some expense. 

PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES. 


It has been your custom annually to choose Prudential Commit- 
tees, and to allow them to select and contract with the teachers of 
their respective Districts. Whether it would be more conducive to 
the interest of our Common School system to ret¥in this custom, or 
to have teachers employed exclusively by the School Committee, is 
a question which merits your devoutattention. But while you de- 
volve upon Prudential Committees the duty of contracting with 
teachers for their respective Districts, you invest their office with a 
paramount importance. Hence, in filling this office, the utmost 
wisdom and caution are required. It does not follow that every 
legal voter should be chosen because he is nominated. There are 
many who may be well qualified to hire day-laborers on their farms, 
but are incompetent to select those whose office is to mould and 
form the pliant and imperishable minds of our children. Those 
persons only are qualified to act as Prudential Committees who are 
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acquainted with the essential requirements of the statutes on the 
subject of public instruction, and who will conform themselves to 
these statutes. 

Teachers should be early selected and presented before the ex- 
amining Committee. The Prudential Committee should not wait 
for teachers to come to them. ‘This practice calls forth a host of 
adventurers from a distance, whose service is not a ready eommo- 
dity in the market at home, and who are wholly unfit for the duties 
of School teachers. 

Again, teachers may not come before the Committee until the 
day before or even some days after they have commenced their 
Schools. In all such cases, if a certificate of approbation should 
be withheld, there is much delay and disappointment in secur- 
ing the services of others. But should the cases prove doubt- 
ful merely, and-.the Committee wish for further investigation, 
then the agents and the candidates make the exigencies of the case 
a plea for an immediate decision, and the certificates of approval 
are reluctantly granted to the lasting injury perhaps of all concern- 
ed. By an early selection and examination of teachers these evils 
may be avoided. 


SCHOOL TEACHERS, 


The highest interest of our Schools depends upon the concur- 
rence of a variety of causes, among which none are of more impor- 
tance than proper qualifications in the teacher. Large appropria- 
tions of money, suitable School-houses, co-operation of parents, and 
careful supervision by Committees will be of no avail if the teacher 
be incompetent. He is to the School what the heart is to the body, 
sending through every part of the system its healthful pulsations. 
The remark, though trite, is nevertheless true that ‘as is the teach- 
er so is the School.” On him it will depend for tone and charac- 
ter. Hence, in the selection of teachers, much wisdom and dis- 
crimination are required. or there are certain traits whieh are 
absolutely indispensable. Of these your Committee would specify, 

First.—An unsullied purity of moral character. Freedom from 
actual vice is not sufficient. In one who is to train up children in 
the paths of virtue as well as knowledge a good moral life is an es- 
sential attribute. No sparkling of genius, no profundity of eru- 
dition can atone fqy deficiency in moral character. Knowledge is 
power ; but it is power which may be enlisted on the side of evil 
as well as of good. Education in an immoral man is a sword in 
the hand ofa maniac. He scatters around “ firebrands, arrows and 
death.” 

Srcony.—Ability to teach. No person is competent to teach 
unless he is well versed in orthography, reading, writing, English 
grammar, geography, and arithmetic. A correct knowledge of 
these is an indispensable literary qualification. And if a teacher 
be competent to teach the higher branches, so far from disqualify- 
ing, this enables him to teach with more success, 

Turrp.—Benevolence. No one can be a successful teacher un- 
less he loves his scholars. For, however unloyely and unamiable 


5 


the child may be, he will never let the teacher do him any good 
till he is sure that he loves him, 

Fourtn.—Capacity to govern. Order should be the first law 
of the School room. Ifthe government of a School is not good, 
there will be no proficiency in studies. And those only can wisely 
govern a School who can govern themselves. In a wise govern- 
ment there isa due medium between lenity and severity. 

Freru.—aA refined taste connected with a gentlemanly and lady- 
like deportment. Every thing that is coarse or vulgar in manner, 
habit or speech in a teacher, wholly incapacitates him to train up 
children for refined society. 

INTEREST TAKEN IN SCHOOLS. 

Your Committee are of opinion that parents do not generally 
manifest that interest in our Public Schools, which is necessary to 
give them efficiency and success. ‘This is obvious from the fact that 
they seldom visit these Schools to show their sympathy with the 
teacher and give encouragement to the scholars. The visitation of 
Schools forms a pulse by which to judge of the morbid or health- 
ful interest felt in Schools. Do any reply that they are not famil- 
iar with‘some of the studies pursued? But it does not follow that 
their presence would not have a salutary influence. Who would 
think of entrusting to a stranger, without his own oversight, the 
care and training of his animals? And shall we entrust to stran- 
gers the moral and mental training of our children without the 
least supervision ? 

On this point we are happy to speak with special commendation 
of visits made to the Summer Schools in Districts 18 and 87, and 
of visits to the Winter Schools in Districts 20 and 21. In Dis- 
trict 18, there were about twenty visitors present at the close of the 
School term. The teacher of the Winter term in District 20 in- 
formed us that there had been about s?zty visitors to his School. 
Let the practice be universally adopted. If parents would visit 
our Public Schools more frequently than they do, we believe such 
visits would have a beneficial effect upon both teacher and scholars. . 

Permit us to suggest the expediency of holding meetings in ev- 
ery School District, monthly, semi-monthly, or even oftener during 
the winter, for the purpose of co-operating with the teacher in’ 
maintaining good order, in securing a more genéral attendance upon 


them, and of awakening a greater interest in fostering and elevat- 
ing them. 


SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 


This subject has been frequently presented to your consideration, 
and the true principles upon which School Districts should be 
formed are in some parts of the town, being sufficiently understood. 
In the opinion of your Committee, the former practice of dividing 
and subdividing territory to bring the School near to every man’s 
door, has been of incalculable injury to our Town. There is but 
one class of persons who can be beneficially interested in the es- 
tablishment of small and feeble Districts, and this class consists of 
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the very poorest teachers,—teachers who are willing to teach for 
the lowest compensation, and for whose services even the lowest is 
quite too high. Our School Districts, by dividing have in a great 
measure destroyed their resourses, and, as a consequence, they 
must remain stationary amid surrounding improvement. 


: SCHOOL-HOUSE ARCHITECTURE. 


School-house architecture has a palpable connection with moral 
and intellectual culture. There is a striking relation between a 
School-house, in its situation, plan, finish and furnish, and the or- 
der, manners, and the social and moral sentiments of the scholars. 
With few honorable exceptions, the School-houses in town are not 
suitable places in which Schools may be held. Many are so badly 
constructed as to invite disobedience, and to be incompatible with 
comfort, and injurious to health. They serve to embarrass the 
teacher in preserving order, and imparting instruction, and to re- 
tard the progress of children in acquiring knowledge. Some are 
located in the woods; others trespass upon the public highway. 
Many are not furnished with any yards enclosed. Hence children, 
to enjoy a healthful recreation, must necessarily play in the street 
or trespass upon the premises of some land-holder. Some of our 
School-houses are also destitute of those out-buildings which are 
necessary to prevent immodest and indecent exposure from matur- 
ing into an immoral life. Much might be said upon this subject, 
painful as it is to every observing and reflecting mind. But we 
forbear, and only add that we earnestly hope that the reform in our 
old fashioned temples of learning which has been commenced, will 
be prosecuted to its consummation. 


SCHOOL BOOKS. 


Your Committee learned that their predecessors in office had 
somewhat recently made a change in the text-books to be used in 
our Public Schools. Asa consequence of this recent change, per- 
haps, or for some cause, we found a great variety of School books 
in almost all the branches taught in them. And though most of 
the kinds of text books which we found in the depository of the 
Town or in the Schools were not just what we should ourselves 
have selected, yet we have not thought it advisable to make any 
change, other than to reduce the kinds so as to preserve uniform- 
ity, except the substitution of Smith’s Primary Geography for 
Mitchell’s, and the introduction of Smith’s Quarto Geography and 
Cutter’s Physiology. 

DEPOSITORY. 

As it became necessary to remove the Depository, your Commit- 
tee contracted with Mr. George Alden, for the stipulated sum of 
$8 00, to keep what books you had on hand or that might be pur- 
chased, and to deliver them at cost to all persons who should wish 
to purchase. By comparing the prices of our School books with 
the retail prices of the same books at the Taunton Book-stores, we 
find them to be from 20 to 50 per cent. less. And by every com- 
parison which we have been able to make, we have found most con- 
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clusive evidence that the purchasers of School books derive a great 
pecuniary advantage from haying them furnished by the Town at 
the wholesale prices, only with a slight advance on the cost. 


VISITING SCHOOLS. 


Soon after their organization your Committee made a division of 
their labor as it respects the distribution of blanks and collecting 
of returns ; and the visiting and general supervision of the several 
Schools ; assigning to each member of the Committee in his own 
immediate vicinity a specified number of School Districts. In ac- 
cordance with this arrangement they have endeavored to visit the 
several Schools as required by law, and they are now happy to say 
that though they saw much to censure, they found much more to 
commend. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Your Committee have attended to the duty assigned to them by 
the Town in relation to the High School, and report as follows: 
The first term commenced in the Vestry of Rev. Mr. Putman’s 
Church, under the instruction of Ephraim Ward, Jr. Number of 
scholars 21. Average attendance 15.5. Mr. Ward gave good sat- 
isfaction to your Committee, and the progress of the School was 
very satisfactory. The second term commenced in the School- 
House in District No. 20 (‘Titticut) with the same teacher as Prin- | 
cipal. This term is not yet closed. The number of scholars is 55 ; 
the average attendance thus far is about 50. There seems to bea 
deep interest felt in the School at Titticut, on the part of all con- 
cerned. 

Your Committee share in the prevalent feeling of the Town that 
the money expended for this School might be more usefully appro- 
priated for the use of our other Schools. If the obligation to sus- 
tain the School is continued, we would suggest to the Town that 
the length of the terms be considerably increased. The probable 
expense of the School will be about four hundred dollars for the year. 


REPORTS. 


We have received for distribution to the several Districts for 
their use the revised Tenth Annual Report of the Secretary of the 
Board of Education; also the Thirteenth Report of the Board. 
The former contains the School laws of the Commonwealth, with 
much other valuable information, making it worthy the attention 
of all interested in the subject of education. 

HARRISON STAPLES, 

WILSON C. RIDER, C am 
GEORGE. M.-LEACH, (+o t=?- 
WM. R. PEIRCE,* 


* Mr. Strobridge, the other member of the Board, has left town. 
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TABULAR VIEW, 


Showing the census of the Children, the attendance and average 
attendance in the several Schools, the length of the Schools, and 
the wages and board of teachers. 
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20 | 46 | 52 || 51 | 54 || 39 | 54 {| 3.5 | 2.7 ||10 00/24 00|| 600| 8 00 
21 | 39 | 51 || 30 | 46 || 24 | 85 || 3.0 | 2.7 |/10 00 20 00)|| 800, 8 00 
22 | 50 | 41 |) 42 | 52 || 30 | 89 || 4.0 | 2.7 || 600\2000]| 4 00 | 7 00 
23 | 25 | 37 || 20} 34 || 15 | 25 || 2.0 | 2.6 || 800/21 00|| 600) 9 00 
24 | 21 | 35 || 21°] 19 || 12 | 12 || 2.9 | 2.7 || 6 67/18 00]| 500] 4 00 
25 | 44 | 51 || 33 | 41 |) 25 | 28 || 3.9 | 2.6 || 8 00/22 00|| 400] 8 00 
26 | 13] 21 |} 10) 18 || 7] 18 || 3.0 | 2.5 || 733 1800); 700] 7-00 
27 | 28 | 32 || 33 | 34 || 23 | 27 », 2.0 | 3.4 ||12 00}1700}| 700) 7 00 
28 | 40 | 42 || 43 | 42 || 31 | 34 || 4.5 | 3.7 |] 800)1800|| 600) 7 67 
29; 8 | 14]}10) 9/| 7] 61|| 3.0 | 4.0 || 700] 900)\| 400) 4 00 
30 | 27 | 30 || 24 | 21 || 16 | 16 || 2.5 | 2.9 || 700/15 00|| 500} 7 68 
31 | 24 | 25 || 17 | 29 || 13 | 21 || 2.1 | 2,0 || 800}18 001) 500} 7 00 
32 | 22 | 19), 18 | 14 || 15 | 11 || 3.0 | 2.5 || 800/18 00|| 400] 6 ‘00 
cL Ae be gy Ba |) 7 4.0 5 00 400 
34t 
35 | 21 | 34 || 28} 82 || 20 | 26 || 3.4 | 3.0 || 600/18 00]|| 400] 4 00 
36113 | 21 || 16 | 16 || 12 | 14 || 3.1 | 2:7 || 800/18 00]| 6 00| 6 00 
37 | 60 | 98 || 42 | 54 || 28 | 87 || 5.7 | 4.4 |/12 00 | 25 00 || 600] 8 00 
38 | 23 | 12 || 22 | 24 || 17 | 19 |! 1.7 | 1.5 |} 800/18 00|| 5 00] 4 00 
39 | 15 | 20 || 15 | 24 || 12 | 17 || 3.0 | 3.6 |} 600] 8 00|| 600] 4 89 
40 | 21 | 21 {| 24 | 21 4} 12 | 16 |! 3.7 | 2.5 || 600/1400'! 600! 6 00 


* School kept in Carver. 

+ District abolished. 

{ Many teachers boarded themselves, which accounts for the low prices 
affixed to board in some cases. 
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TABULAR VIEW, 


Showing the amount of money appropriated to the several Districts 
for Public Schools, with the names of the teachers for the Sum- 


mer and Winter terms. 





No. Amo’t of 
District. | MOREY SP: . 
* |propriated | SUMMER. | WINTER. 
Pea ei ake YE ie En SR lh oy, 
1 $105 40 | Fanny P. Williams. *Sarah Leach. 
2 91 84 | Deborah Gisby. Deborah Gisby. 
3 166 42 | Mary B. White. * Almond O. Leavitt. 
4 191 28 | *Sarah C. Melendy. *Sylvester Reed. 
5 60 20} Mary W. Tribou. Harrison Staples. 
oy 121 22 | Miranda A. Williams. *J. R. Wellman. 
7 71 50 | Betsey A. Hartwell. *Lucia Conant. ‘ 
8 114 44 |} Sarah A. Tinkham. *Jonathan J. Frye. 
of 24 45 : 
10 96 36 | Hannah C. Macomber. | *Joseph R. Davis. 
*Narcissa Savery. : 
uf 89 58 | aC. Burgess. *Newell Colby. 
12 116 70 | *Hannah §. Clark. Wilson C. Rider. 
13 96 36 | Julia A. Darling. *John Locke. 
14 82 80 | Louisa M. Barker. Ichabod F. Atwood. 
*Caleb B. Josselyn. 
oe ; Ree 34 | rary he Susan A. Clark. 
16 103 14 | *Maria L. Benson. *Jonathan HE. King. 
17 69 24 | Hannah C. Macomber. 
18 261 34 | *Laura H. Potter. | *D.C. Colby. 
19 173 20 | H. Elvira Eaton. *Joseph Clark. 
20 143 82 | Myra Sampson. | *Fforace P. Hall. 
21 141 56 | *Eliza G. Smith. * William R. Pixley. 
22 118 96 | Rhoda Miller. Harrison Staples. 
23 109 92 | Helen L. Shaw. | *Robert Duncan. 
24 105 40 | Mary S. Haskins. | FranklinS. Thompson. 
25 141 56; Eunice Peirce. | *James M. Bean. 
: | *Edmund H. Peirce. 
26 73 76 | Clara W. Eaton. | *Horace P. Hall. 
27 98 62 | Francis M. Hodges. | *David 8. Peirce. 
: r | Francis M. Hodges. 
28 121 22 | *Mary Webb. | *John H. Buttrick. 
29 57 94 | Louisa D. Terry. Louisa D. Terry. 
30 94 10 | Hannah B. Hoard. Francis M. Hodges. 
31 82 80 | Hannab L. Leonard. Frederick F. Dewey.’ 
32 69 24 | Ann J. Keith. Augustus H. Sowle. 
33 28 97 | *Almira F. Miller. 
34t 
35 103 14 | Mahala Caswell. Levi Reed, Jr. 
36 73 76 | Lavinia W. S. Harlow. B. F. Holloway. 
37 247 78 ; *Lucy H. Potter. *John C. Sargent. 
38 53 42 | *SarahS. Fuller. Jacob Bennett, 2d. 
39 71 50 Delia S. Shaw. *Sarah S. Fuller. 
40 73 76 Mary C. Clark. Lewin Barrows. 





‘NAMES OF TEACHERS. 


* Teachers who are not residents in the Town. 
+ School kept in Carver. 
{ District abolished. 
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LIST OF SCHOOL BOOKS. 


(eae 


The following is a list of School Books which have been for sale 
at the Depository, with the prices annexed, viz: 


Russell’s and Goldsbury’s Reader and Speaker, $0 46 
Introduction to do. do. do. 28 
Russell’s Sequel to Primary Reader, 19 
Russell’s Primary Reader, 13 
Russell’s Introduction to the Primary Reader, 10 
Russell’s Primer, 06 
Greenleaf’s National Arithmetic, 46 
Greenleaf’s Introduction to the National Ar ithmetic, 34 
Colburn’s First Lessons, 13 
Mitchell’s Geography and Atlas, 12 
Smith’s Quarto Geography, 46 
Smith’s First Book of Geography, 22 
Weld’s Grammar, 25 
Smith’s Grammar, 20 
Fowle’s Speller, 13 
Russell’s Spelling Book, 13 
Worcester’s Dictionary, 55 
Cutter’s Physiology, 63 
Cutter’s small Physiology, 26 


Your Committee have learned that some of the School Books in 
the above list may be furnished at a slight diminution of the prices 
above quoted. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 


Sor the Dear JSSU-5). 


PRESENTED IN TOWN MEETING AND ORDERED TO BE PRINTED. 


———pYy—— 


TAUNTON: 


PRINTED AT C, A. HACK’S BOOK AND JOB OFFICE, 


1851. 





REPORT, 


Fe.tow Crrizens :—Though our labors have been arduous, the 
burden of our present duty has almost entirely given place to a high 
degree of pleaasure from the consideration that we are addressing 
not only constituents, but fellow laborers in the great and important 
enterprise of educating our children. ‘The department committed 
to our hands as your servants, is one of no trivial importance, but of 
the greatest magnitude. Your Committee have acted in all matters 
relating to their department with deliberation and decision, with a 
desire to be faithful to the interests of the several schools committed 
to their supervision. We would congratulate you on the high com- 
parative rank this town holds with others, for its school appropria- 
tions. Out of the 321 towns of the State, curs ranks as high as 80, 
and is as high as 10 of the 22 in this county. Nor is this the only 
feature of commendation; your ill constructed and old fashioned tem- 
ples of learning are in some instances giving place to neat and com- 
modious school houses, and your schools we think will not suffer by 
comparison with others of a similar class in the State. But while 
we thus speak, we should bear in mind that there remains much to 
be done before our schools attain the rank which the interest of our 
children require. As our suggestions may pertain to the several ’ 
schools, we will direct your attention to them in the order in which 
the School Districts are numbered. 


The Summer School in District No. 1, was taught by Miss Car- 


oline T. Wood. Her discipline was good, and her scholars made 
commendable progress. 


The Winter Term was kept by Mr. Perez S.Jennings. He gave 
universal satisfaction. The method he pursued was worthy of praise, 
in throwing out questions and remarks on various topics adapted to 


the wants of his pupils, which did not fail to create new life and vi- 
gor in his school. 


The School in District No. 2, was taught in Summer and Win- 
ter by Miss. Julia A. Caswell. She excelled most teachers in learn- 
ing her scholars to define words, which is an item in the opinion of 


the committee, well worthy the serious attention and consideration 
of all teachers, 


4, 


Miss Deborah Gisby, was teacher of the Summer School in dis- 
trict No.3. Miss. G. succeeds in teaching better than governing 
where there are scholars that need more than common restraint. 

Winter Term, Mr. John Frost, was teacher. Mr. F. is athorough 
disciplinarian ; hisschool was one of the best in town. 


In District No. 4, Miss Hannah C. Macomber, was teacher in 
Summer. The winter Term was taught by Mr. Hosmer S. New- 
comb. Each teacher made commendable cfforts, but had obstacles 
to contend with beyond their control. Both failed in discipline. 


In District No. 5, The Summer Term was taught by Miss Jalia 
A. Darling.—The Winter ‘Term was kept by Mr. Henry Sanborn. 
Mr. 8. gave good satisfaction. 


In District No. 6, the Summer Term was taught by Miss Mi- 
randa Williams.—Miss Williams’ industry and perseverance is un- 
tiring in the school room, which is well worthy the attention and 
consideration of some of our teachers. The Winter ‘erm was 
taught by Mr. J. Erastus King, under whose instruction the schol- 
ars made commendable progress. 


In District No. 7, the Summer Schoo] was under the tuition of 
Miss Ellen Gisby. ‘The school made fair advancement in their 
studies. 

The Winter Term was taught by Mr. Ebenezer 8. Lucas. The 
school appeared well at the visitations of the Committee. Mr. Lu- 
cas ranks well asa teacher. 


In District No. 8, the Summer Term was in charge of Miss 
Priscilla Bryant, who was diligent and faithful in the discharge of 
‘her duties.—Good order was preserved i in school, and the scholars 
made commendable proficiency in their studies. 

‘The Winter Term ofthis school was taught by Mr. Augustus 
H. Soule, whose government was distinguished by firmness and 
mildness and who possesses a happy faculty of imparting instruction. 
‘These, together with his literary qualifications, rendered him a 
successful teacher. ‘The School House in this district is so badly 
constructed as to invite disobedience, and to be incompatible with — 
comfort, and injurious to health. Itis hoped that this incommodi- 
ous and ill constructed house will be soon displaced by one both 
respectable and convenient. 


In District No. 10, the Summer Term was kept by Miss Roxana 
Church.—Though her literary qualifications were fair, yet her 
youth and inexperience were not adequate to the exigences of her 
situation, She made a good beginning but from some cause ldst her 
government over her school. Perhaps Miss C. was appalled in her 
efforts to govern her school, by a threat she received from one 
member of the district, that if she chastised his children, however 
disobedient, he should prosecute her. For the Winter Term, Rev. 
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William Clark was procured, who appeared to be a teacher well ad- 
apted to that school, consequently the character of the school under- 
went an entire change. A good discipline has been maintained 
with happy results. A good degree of proficiency was manifest at 
the closing examination. ‘The method adopted by the teacher in 
conducting recitations was to call out his class and propose a ques- 
tion to them—Those who were confident they could give a correct 
answer were to raise their hand, after which a direct answer was re- 
quired of some one of the class. 


In District ‘No. 11, the Summer term was kept by Miss Julia A. 
C. Bourne. It was, in the judgement of the committee, a profitable 
school. The scholars made evident improvement. Miss Bourne 
possessed the faculty of winning the affections of her scholars and 
interesting them in their studies. 


Mr. Elisha M. Dunham had charge of the Winter term, Hon we 
believe endeavored to do the best of his ability to discharge the du- 
ties of a school teacher. This district needs a new school-house. 


In District No. 12, the Summer school was in charge of Miss 
Maria P. Benson. Without any reflections upon others, we would 
remark that this young lady is a good teacher. Her excellence con- 
sists in making her scholars, even the youngest, acquainted with the 
principles of what they study, and to feel that they are doing some- 
thing, while they are grasping ideas instead of committing mere 
words to meniory. 


The Winter term was taught by Mr. Charles M. Colby. The at- 
tendance of the scholars has been good during this term; proficien- 
cy, commendable. Mr. Colby endeavored to throw his scholars up- 
on their own resources and thus to avoid the censurable habit of as- 
sisting the hesitating pupil, by, after giving the question, putting the 
answer in the interrogatory form and asking the pupils assent, . 


In District No. 13, the Summer term was in charge of Miss Ann 
P. Keith, who discharged her duties with fidelity and a good, degree 
of success. ‘The Winter term was under the care of Mr, Prescott 
Fay, whose literary attainments were good, but who in a, measure, 
failed in interesting his scholars and leading them forward in. the 
paths of knowledge: this failure might be partly attributed to his 
want of interest in his school, and partly, perhaps from the fact that 
some parents were free to express, that their school teacher was 
more interested in his studies preparatory to entering college, than 
in those which their children were pursuing. The school house in 
this district, though it convenes the school, there being but a few 
scholars, is not a suitable place in which a school should be kept. 


In District No. 14, the Summer term was commenced by Miss 
Mary Webb. Miss Webb appeared to be a lady of energy and per 
severance ; these with her literary qualifications and aptness to teach 
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rendered her a successful teacher. She deplored to your commit- 
tee the want of that useful appendage to the school-soom, the black- 
board. Here permit us to remark that when we see the black- 
board stowed away among the rubbish of the entry or remaining un- 
used in the school room we cousider that the teacher is unworthy of 
his or her office. Miss Webb relinquished her charge in the mid- 
dle of the term on account of more permament employment in a- 
nother town. The school was soon opened by Miss Caroline E. 
Weston, who completed the term with good success, 

The Winter term was under the care of Mr. Francis M. Hodges, 
who by his industry and uncompromising discipline, rendered the 
schoo! highly prosperous. 


In District No. 16, the Summer term was taught by Miss Nancy 
M. Barker. While your committee were present good order and a 
profound stillness were the characteristics of the school room, with- 
out an apparent effort or the part of the teacher. Miss Barker ap- 
peared to possess the requisite qualifications for a good teacher, and 
her scholars made a commendable proficiency in their studies. 


For the Winter term, the services of Mr. Charles F. Alden were 
secured. It was, inthe judgment of the committee, a profitable 
school for the district. 


In District No. 17, the Summer term was kept by Miss Sarah 
Tinkham. This school is very small, averaging but six, and those 
quite backward; but Miss Tinkham appeared to feel her responsible 
situation as a teacher. When the committee were present they 
found the dull monotony much relieved by the hum and twitter of 
some hundreds of chimney swallows, who had taken up their abode 
in the old mammoth chimney. The schoo! house in this district is 
much out of repair. In the opinion of your committee this district 
and No. 40, ought to be united. They were formerly one district 
and we have not been able to perceive the wise policy which led to 
a separation. ‘The average attendance in both schools, would not 
be much over twenty. Here we would reiterate the opinion expres- 
sed in a former report, that the practice of dividing and subdividing 
territory to bring the school near to every man’s door, has been of 
incalculable injury to our schools. The winter term of this school 
was taught by Miss Miranda Williams, who in the judgment of your 
committee is a good school teacher. 


District No. 37 and a portion of No. 15 have been united to No, 
18 the past year. They have unitedly built a large and commodi- 
ous School House, which, with the grounds and improvements cost 
more than six thousand dollars, making it one of the best School 
Houses in this section of the State. The House is intended for 
grade Schools, with three Departments ; the grammar school depart- 
ment is furnished with Pelton’s splendid Outline Maps, also with 
Physiological Diagrams, &c.—the intermedial, with Mitchell’s maps. 
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There were two schools in this District in summer, taught respect- 
ively by Laura H. and Lucy H. Potter. The winter schools com- 
menced in their new house, with the Misses Potter as teachers in 
the primary and intermedial departments, and Ephraim Ward Jr. 
in the grammar department, who was succeeded, with expiration of 
engagement, by Mr. John Willis, whose term has not expired.— 
For success in teaching, we think the Misses Potter unsurpassed 
-by any in our vicinity, and with their continued faithful instruction 
we think their school will take high rank with those of a similar 
class. Mr. Ward’s School showed proficiency at the closing exam- 
ination. | 


The summer School in District No. 19, was taught by H. Elvira 
Eaton. The winter school was under the instruction of Mr. Darius 
Dunbar,both of whom sustained their former good reputation as 
teachers. ‘They hada familiar and pleasant way of communicating 
their ideas to their pupils, and the advancement of their schools 
was good. 


The Summer School in District No 20 was taught by Miss Cla- 
ra K. May. ‘The discipline and order of the school were quite good 
—the progress commendable. ‘The winter school was taught by 
Horace P. Hall. Mr. H. taught the same school the two previous 
winters. We are constrained to say that for successful teaching, 
Mr. H. maintained his former good reputation. From various cau- 
ses there was not that full co-operation on the part of the whole dis- 
trict which is desirable. It would hardlv subserve the cause of ed- 
ucation to detail them to the town. It is hoped that wise and pru- 
dent counsels will prevail. ‘The house in this District is one of the 
best in town—the play ground ample. 


The summer School in District No. 21 was taught by Miss Cas- 
sandra Shaw. Miss Shaw we regard as one of our best teachers,— 
discipline and progress good. The winter School was taught by 
Mr. H. Staples; the progress of the scholars was generally, fair ; 
of afew, excellent. ‘The irregularity of attendance was severely 
felt, as in fact it is in most of our schools; yet the attendance of 
some scholars was worthy of praise. This school has some favor- 
ing circumstances to make it one of the best in town; they have a 
neat and commodious house with a well fenced play ground. 


The summer school in District No- 22 was taught by Miss Caro- 
line T. Richmond. Miss R, met with good success in discipline 
and instruction. Progress of school good. She has a happy facul- 
ty in giving interest to a school. The winter term was under the 
charge of Mr. Joshua Dean. This was Mr. D’s first effort ; he is to 
be commended for his industry, and evident progress was made in 
most of the school studies—discipline somewhat deficient. 

We think a teacher should exercise a supervision over the property 
of the District. House spacious though not well proportioned. 


8 


The summer school in District No. 23 was kept by Miss Clara 
Eaton. Her qualifications as a teacher we think are good, progress 
of school commendable. The winter school was under the tuition 
of Mr. Sylvanus Hayward. A good degree of interest was manifest- 
ed by the teacher and scholars in school studies,—discipline defic- 
ient,—the house poor. 


The summer school in District No. 24 was taught bv Mrs. Maria 
Southworth. Miss S. gave satisfaction, we believe. The School 
was small. The winter school was in charge of Mr. Elisha W. Cain. 
There was an evident deficiency of judgment and expedition, in the 
business of the school room, yet Mr. C. might succeed under favor- 
ing circumstances. 


«o> The school in No. 25 was taught in summer by Miss Elizabeth 

Harlow. We think if Miss H. would show more devotion to the 
business of teaching, she would take rank among our best teachers, 
discipline’ good, progress moderate. The winter term was under 
» the tuition: of Mr. Edward Rawson. From what we saw when in 
the school, we think he showed devotedness to his business. Suffic- 
ient notice was not given of the close. 


+> The:school in No. 26 was taught in summer by Miss Lucia M. 
‘Keith.. We think Miss K. to be a successful teacher. The winter 
school. was under the instruction of Mr. F. F. Dewey. Of his 
school we cannot speak from observation ; no netice was given of 
‘the close. The house is one of the poorest in the town. We think 
there should be a change in the limits of this district. 


In No. 27 the summer school was under the tuition of of Miss 
Eliza B. Keith.. This was Miss K’s first effort; she failed in good 
government. In winter Mr. F. F. Dewey taught the school to the 
full satisfaction of the Committee. “Good progress was noted in the 
various studies. ‘The house is too small for the number of the 
scholars. 


_ The school in No, 28 was taught in summer by Miss Fanny P. 
Williams. The discipline and progress of the school were respect- 
able. ‘The winter school was under the the tuition of Mr. Cyrus 
French, Mr.F. commended himself to the Committee for his indus- 
try, but failed in adapting himself to the exigencies of his situation. 


The summer and winter schools in No. 29 were taught by Miss 
Louisa D. Terry. Schools small, progress good. 


In No. 30, the summer and winter schools were in charge of 
.Mr. Francis M. Hodges. Mr. Hodges takes deep interest in the 
duties of his profession, and by his industry, makes himself a suc- 
cessful teacher. This school, under his tuition, made excellent 
progress. 
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The summer school in 31 was taught by Miss Hannah 8. Leon- 
ard. Miss L. we regard as a good teacher. School made fair pro- 
gress. Winter term by Mr. William H. Hurd. School appeared 
very well, progress commendable. 


In District No. 32, the school was commenced under favorable 
auspices, by Miss Louisa M. Barker. After a few weeks, a decline 
of health compelled her to relinquish her school. The winter term 

was successful under the care of Mr James H. Weston, who acquit- 
ted himself tothe satisfaction of your Commiitee. The school house 
in this district is much out of repair. It is desirable that this. dis- 
trict and No, 138, should be united, and we think no sane or un- 
prejudiced mind can bring a reasonable objection to such a union. 
If a school house were placed inthe centre of the two districts, a 
large majority of the scholars in both would have but a trifling 
distance farther to travel than they now do. 


The school in No. 338: was tanght by Miss Almira F. Miller.— 
The School was sma'l, the progress commendable, we believe. We 
think it might be well for this district to unite with No, 29. 


The snmmer School in No. 35 was taught by Miss Mahala Cas- 
well with fair success. Winter term by Mr. Levi Reed Jr. Mr. R. 
has taught the winter term in this district several successive winters ; 
he ranks well as a teacher. Progress of the schoul good. 


In No. 36 Miss Betsy Ellis was teacher of the summer school.— 
It did not commence under so favorable circumstances, in not hav- 
ing the co-operation of the district to that extent which is desirable 
in order to insure that degree of improvement which otherwise 
might be expected. Winter term under the charge of J. H. Wes- 
ton. The Committee were not apprised of the commencement, and 
for this reason did not visit it till near the close ; the school then ap- 
peared very well. 


The summer and winter schools in No. 88 were in the care of 
Miss Mary Shaw. Miss 8S. appeared to be sensible of the obliga- 
tiens of a teacher, and endeavored to discharge her duty as such. 

The districts in this section of the town are small, we think to 
the disadvantage of the schools. 


The summer term in No. 39, was in the charge of Miss Betsy A. 
Hartwell. Miss H. did not answer the expectations of the commit- 


tee, nor the district. Winter school was taught by Mr. George M. 
Leach. 


The summer term in No. 40 was in charge of Miss Mary Clark 
who appeared to possess the requisites of a good teacher, and taught 
to the satisfaction of your Committee. The winter school was 
taught by Mr. Nathaniel Cushing, who endeavored to discharge his 
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duty to the best of his ability. A few large and undisciplined boys 


needed a teacher of more experience and one ready to put a check 
on the first symptoms of transgression. 


$= 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


The third term of this school was held in the school house of 
District No. 22, Mr. Fphraim Ward Jr. as teacher. The whole 
No. of scholars, 38, average attendance 34, nearly. The fourth 
term was held in the school house of District No. 31. Whole No. 
of scholars, 33, average attendance, 28. Mr. W. was continued as 
teacher in this school. ‘The advancement was good ; in some stud- 
ies, excellent. The fifth term was in charge of Rev. Mr. Simonds. 
The school was held in district No. 138. Whole number of schol- 
ars, 29, average attendance, 25. Both teachers have done well in 
their situation. | 


” 


In connection with this detailed report which we are required by 
statute to give, it may be proper to remark that for general super- 
vision, there was assigned to Mr. Leach the schools in Districts No, 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 19, 36, 388 and 39. To Mr. Rider, No. 8, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 32 and 40. To Mr. Staples, the remainder. 


In making a few general remarks, we deem it more profitable and 
nearer our line of duty to exhibit those points where there is oppor- 
tunity for improvement, and for this there is much under the head 
of attendance. It is highly creditable in looking over the registers, 
to find in a few instances, scholars who were present each day of 
the school, and without a single tardy mark, but it is corresponding- 
ly painful to find many more who have a T mark, or one of absence 
for most of the days of the school, thus rendering the school nearly 
useless to themselves, and also essentially injuring the whole school. 


This is an evil which calls for the serious consideration of every 
friend of common schools. 


There are others which our space will not allow us to detail,such 
as the want of good corps of thorough teachers,—the lack of per- 
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manence in their situation—the general want of full co-operation 
of parents with the teacher—their readiness in too many instances 
of taking ex parte statements of the scnool from their children and 
others, at the same time being very careful not to pass over the 
threshold of the school room. 
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DEPOSITORY. 


The depository has been kept at the store of Noah C. Perkins 
Esq. the past year; the prices have been the same as of the previous 
year. The following is an exhibit of its financial affairs March 31st. 








Books sold, - - - - - - - $175.76 
Books on hand, - - ~ - - - - 932.57 
Cash on hand after paying all expenses, - - 21.03 
53.60 

From which deduct the value of books furnished at the 
commencement of the year, - - - - 50.25 
Leaving gain, - - - - - - - 3.00 


Which pays the interest of investment. 


The advantages of a depository seem to be,— 

First, in furnishing to individuals books at a large discount below 
the prices in towns where there is no depository. We think, in this 
way, we have saved to the purchasers at least $100 the past year, 
for our prices affect the prices wherever sold in town. 


Second, in saving the town the necessity of furnishing to poor 
persons ; our books coming so cheap that nearly al! feel able to pur- 
chase. We have supplied less than two dollars worth in this way 
for two years. ‘This is quite an item of expense in some towns. 

Third, the great advantage of giving to a judicious committee the 
control of books used in schools, for if purchases are made there, 
such books will be furnished as are recommended. 

We have made no change in books within the year. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


HARRISON STAPLES, 
WILSON C. RIDER, Committee. 
GEORGE M. LEACH, 

Middleborough, April 5th, 1851. 
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* School kept in Carver. 


+ Many of the Teachers boarded themselves, which accounts for the 
extreme low wages in some Districts. 


Districts No. 15, 34 and 37 have been abolished. 
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REPORT. 


Tue School Committee of the Town of Middleborough, in 
presenting their Report, offer, in the first place, the following 
observations relating to each particular school for the respectful 
consideration of the Town: 


District No. 1. The Summer term in this District was taught 
by Miss Olive Wentworth, and the Winter term by Mr. Augustus H. 
Soule. Under their care, this school lost nothing of its former 
reputation. The outline maps in Mr. Soule’s school, we consider a 
valuable addition, and the committee were satisfied that they were 
not hung upon the walls in vain. 


No. 2. Miss Deborah V. Anderson taught both the Summer and 
Winter terms in this District. She appeared well calculated to teach 
and also to preserve order, and the engagedness of the scholars in 
their studies, and the proficiency they have made, satisfied the com- 
mittee that she is an excellent instructor. 


No. 3. Miss Miranda Williams instructed this school in the Sum- 
mer. We think it requires a person of more than common abilities to 
govern this school. Mr. Charles M. Colby was the teacher in the 
Winter. Discipline good. The scholars made good progress in 
their studies. 


No. 4. Miss J. M. Caswell, of Bridgewater, taught the Summer 
school in this District. She made special efforts in reading, spelling, 
and in defining the meaning of words. The order of the school was 
good, and the progress of the school was also good, Her method 
of getting the pupils interested in their studies were very com- 
mendable. Miss Caswell is an excellent teacher. 

The Winter term was taught by Mr. Seth Dean. On our first 
visit to this school, some irregularities among the larger boys was 
manifest, and an indifference to study seemed to characterise nearly 
the whole school, but on our second visit we were obliged to com- 
mend the school for its decorum, assiduity and progress. 

No. 5. The Summer school in this District was taught by Miss 
Angeline Perkins. ‘The scholars made commendable progress. Mr. 
Abiel Nelson was the teacher in the Winter. This school is very 
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small, and, in the opinion of the committee, a female teacher might be 
advantageously employed through both terms. One of the evils in 
such small schools is, that the teachers have more time to hear 
recitations than the scholars have to get their lessons. 


No. 6. Miss Jerusha B. Holmes taught during the Summer term. 
This school was very good, and fully met the expectations of the Com- 
mittee. Miss Holmes endeavored to make her scholars understand 
what they learned, and to feel that they were acquiring something 
while they are young, that will be useful to them in the business of 
maturer life. Mr. Thomas Weston, Jr. taught in the Winter. 
The school was very well governed, and proficiency good. Read- 
ing we consider a very important study in school, and we should 
have been pleased with a little more attention to it—especially te 
the manner, 

No. 7. The average attendance in the Summer was eight, and in 
the Winter alittle less thantwelve. Miss Mary T. Savery taught the 
Summer, and Mr. George B. Fitz the Winter term, and both gave 
good satisfaction to all concerned. 


No. 8. The Summer term was under the instruction of Miss Mary 
R. Lucas, whose former high reputation.as a teacher has been well 
sustained ; and her school has made commendable advancement in 
their studies. Mr. Lot L. Lucas had the charge of the Winter 
school. His school was in good order, and appeared to be active 
and industrious, and at our last visit exhibited a marked advance- 
ment in their studies. Mr. Lucas is a good teacher. 


No. 9. The Winter term was taught by Mr. Nathaniel Cushing. 
The school appeared well. Mr. Cushing succeeded quite well in 
teaching and governing. 

No. 10. Miss Louisa Cowen instructed the Summer school. Miss 
Cowen was obliged on account of sickness to leave her school before 
the close of the term. The Winter school was taught by Wm. A. 
White. He is a good teacher. 


No. 11. Inthe Summer was taught SS Miss Caroline M. Keith. 
Miss Keith succeeded quite well in this. her first effort. Mr. Francis 
M. Hodges taught the winter term. He well sustained his former 
high reputation as a teacher. 

No. 12. (Summer school was taught by Miss Fanny Williams.— 
Her school made good proficiency. Winter term taught by Mr. N. 
Merton Ransom, who was indefatigable in his exertions to promote 
the interest of his school. 

No. 18. Summer term, taught by Miss Sarah Tinkham. Good 
order and good proficiency characterised this school. Winter term, 
taught by Mr. J. Locke was not visited. 

No. 14. The Summer school was conducted by Miss Olive W. 
Jordan. This school was well governed, well instructed and made 


9) 


very good improvement. Mr. Francis M. Hodges taught the Winter 
term. He is well qualified, and industrious and thorough in his in- 
structions. Mr. Hodges is an excellent teacher. 


No. 16. Miss Emily F. Smith instructed this school in Summer. 
Her learning was sufficient, and she was industrious in her school, but 
her government was rather indifferent. 

The Winter school was under the charge of Mr. David Weston. 
When Mr. Weston was examined, the Committee had no question 
as to his literary qualification, but considered him quite too young 
to teach that school; but as the Prudential Committee, who knew his 
age as wellas we did, had engaged him, he was anxious to try it 
and the Committee reluctantly gave him a certificate. The result 
was as we feared it would be. His inexperience and lack of judg- 
ment in management, produced dissatisfaction among the large boys, 
which kept the school in confusion beyond his control, and his 
labors were consequently unprofitable. 


No. 17. Scheol money kept out in Summer by Miss Catharine 
Bennett. 

No. 18. The school in this district is divided into three distinct 
classes or schools, conducted in three separate rooms by a female 
teacher for each room. ‘The whole number that attended school in 
this district in the Summer was one hundred and seventy-three. The 
primary class or school was in the care of Miss Sarah T. Holmes. In 
this department the whole number of scholars was seventy, twenty- 
four of whom were under 5 years of age. At the close of this school, 
one of your committee and many of the parents and neighbors were 
in attendance, and were highly gratified. Miss Holmes seemed 
eminently qualified for her position as teacher. Her arrangement 
for exhibition were such as to engage the whole attention of all the 
little children under her care. The exercises consisted in reading, 
spelling, singing little melodies, and speaking pieces; and the 
whole concluded with an appropriate little valedictory beautifully 
spoken by a little boy who was less than five years old. Miss 
Holmes taught Summer and Winter. The intermediate class was 
instructed by Miss Laura H. Potter, who has been employed by this 
district for some time past. She has fully sustained her former 
high reputation as a teacher. She is very industrious in her school 
and thorough in her instructions. The reading in her school was 
the best of any school in town. Miss Potter taught Summer and 
Winter. The first class was taught six months in Summer by Miss 
Ellen Putnam. Miss Putnam is an eminent, persevering and judic- 
ious teacher. She has given,in this district, as she has formerly in 
other districts in town, entire satisfaction. The winter term of this 
class was instructed by Miss Sarah J. Dean. She maintained good 
discipline, was very industrious, and her scholars at the close of her 
school gave evidence of commendable improvement. 
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No. 19. The Summer school, in this District, was kept by Miss H. 
Elvira Eaton. She has taught this school a number of times. Mr. 
Darius Dunbar, who has also taught in this district a number of times, 
taught the Winter school. The peculiar qualification and aptness 
for teaching of both these instructors is highly appreciated by the 
Committee and by the district. 


No. 20. Thalia Alden taught the Summer, and Mr. Samuel Miller, 
Jr. taught the Winter term in this district. ‘They are both teachers of 
the first class and keep profitable schools. 


No. 21. Miss Clara W. Eaton, who is an excellent teacher, taught 
the Summer school, and Mr. A. M. Washburn taught the Winter 
school. Both these schools were characterised by good order and 
decorum when the Committee visited them. 


No. 22. Miss Abby F. Leonard kept the Summer term. She is 
industrious in her school and kept good order. Her school was actively 
engaged in their studies. We think Miss Leonard, as a new teacher 
has done extraordinary well. Mr. John Willis, a thoroughly expe- 
rienced teacher, instructed the Winter School. 


No. 23. Miss Mary A. Hall, who taught the Summer school here, 
is a teacher of the first quality. ‘The Committee, in this school, were 
gratified to see the activity in studv, the decorum and the affection 
for the teacher, which was exhibited by all the children under her 
care. ‘The Winter term was entrusted to the care of Mr. Leonard 
Ames. His literary qualifications and his efforts were commenda- 
ble ; but he was wanting in energy, and, we think, in judgment in 


his government, and consequently his school was not what it should 
have been. 


No. 24. Miss ElizaC. Shurtliff taught the Summer, and Mr. James 
H. Weston the Winter school in this district. Both these teachers are 
entitled to the unqualified commendation of the Committee, and the 
gratitude of the district. They are useful and profitable teachers. 


No. 25. Mrs. Jane C. Thompson taught this school in Summer. 
The scholars were backward, and the teacher lacked in government. 
The committee, not having notice of the close of the school, did 
not visit it butonce. Mr. Matthew Cushing taught this school to the 
satisfaction of the Committee, in the Winter. 


No. 26. Mrs. Hannah Hinds, an experienced teacher, taught the 
Summer school, and her scholars made good progress. ‘The Winter 
term was taught by Mr. Cyrus French. This school is small, and 
generally backward and made but small progress. Mr. French is 
not a very efficient teacher. 


No. 27. Summer school, taught by Miss Mary B. Canedy. First 
visit, the school appeared well; second, have made improvement.— 
Miss Canedy’s aptness to teach, and manner of teaching was perfectly 
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satisfactory to the Committee. Winter school, instructed by Mv. 
Reuben Haffords. The scholars made decent progress. 


No. 28. Miss Nancy M. Barker taught this school in Summer, 
and maintained good discipline throughout, and those that attended 
through the school, made good progress. Mr. George Glass, an ex-. 
perienced and efficient teacher, instructed the Winter term with 
commendable success. 


~ No. 29. This small school has been instructed Summer and 
Winter for several years by Miss Louisa B. Terry. 


No. 30. Miss Sarah C. Combs taught the Summer school very 
well. Miss Eunice R. Ellis, who is a very good teacher, taught 
the Winter school with good success. 


No. 31. The Summer term was conducted by Miss Augusta Shaw, 
who, for an inexperienced teacher did very well and maintained good 
order. Mr. Abidan Thomas was employed for the Winter school. 
Mr. Thomas’ want of efficiency, both in instructing and managing 
his school, secured for him the universal disapprobation of the 
district. 

No. 32. The Summerschool was taught by Miss Ann Keith, and 
the Winter school by Mr. Jas. M. Weston. Both teachers gave good 
satisfaction. 

No. 33. Miss Jane Hoard taught the Summer and Winter school 
in this district. Her school was under good discipline and made de- 
cent progress. We think she will make an excellent teacher. This 
was her first school. 


No. 35. Miss Mary T. Jenney kept a very good sehool in this 
district in the Summer, and Mr. Cyrus French a rather indifferent 
one, in the winter. 


No. 36. The Summer school was taught by Miss Mary 8. Har- 
low. Miss Harlow gave good satisfaction to the district and to the 
Committee. The Winter term was taught by Mr. Henry F. Williams, 
whose labors were crowned with success. 


No. 38. Miss Susan F. Shaw, who taught the Summer term, did 
not excite much interest in her scholars. Mr. Augustus H. Soule 
taught this school in the Winter with laudable success. 


No. 39. Miss Caroline T. Wood taught the Summer school.— 
Her school appeared very well at its commencement. There was 
no notice of its close. Miss Deborah Gisby, who taught the Winter 
term, was diligent in the discharge of her duties. Good satisfaction 
was given. 

No. 40. Miss Hannah Macomber taught in Summer, and Miss 
Julia M. Clark in Winter. Miss Macomber kept agood school. Miss 
Clark’s attainments qualify her to be one of our best teachers. 
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Many of our teachers are poor writers. We have seen copies in 
school, which would look more appropriate written under a copy by 
a novice. All copies or examples that teachers set for their schol- 
ars ought to be such as to deserve imitation. It would be quite as 
difficult to transcribe some bad copies, we have seen, correctly, as it 
would be good ones ; and while a pupil is engaged in an effort to imitate 
a bad copy, his time and energies are spent ina wrong direction, and 
a habit of writing bad is formed which may make it more difficult to 
learn to write a good hand, than it would have been if he had never 
written at all. 


In the performance of their duties, the School Committee have 
seen much in the teachers, the scholars, and the parents, that is 
really valuable and well calculated to promote and secure the great- 
est literary advancement of our children; while on the other hand, 
they have seen too much that militates against the object for which 
eur public schools are established and maintained. Besides a defic- 
iency of duty in some teachers, children and parents are also want- 
ing in this respect. Culpable deficiency or neglect of duty has often 
been exhibited in some of the Prudential Committee; and the: 
School Committee itself cannot claim exemption from neglect of 
duties which the law requires of them. Now we do not believe that 
all this is wilful dereliction of duty: many, we suppose may not be 
suitably informed what is required of them by the law. Without 
therefore, going into the particulars to which we refer, the Committee 
think, as an incipient measure, the most amendatory course they 
can pursue, is, to annex to this report for distribution to every family 
in town, a Digest of the School Laws of our State in relation to the 
duties of us all. The School Committee of the Town of Win- 
chendon, whose Chairman was the Rev. Mr. Storrs, who formerly 
preached in this Town, have annexed to their Report for 1850-51, 
such a digest as we want. We shall copy it entire and annex it to: 
this Report. 

‘ EDWARD G. PERKINS, 
WILSON C. RIDER, { ; 
SETH DEAN, > CoMMITTEE. 
REUBEN HAFFORDS, | 
WM. R. PEIRCE, 5 


DIGEST OF SCHOOL LAWS. 


The Committee have deemed it judicious to embody in this Report; 
the following brief Digest of the more important Statutes of our 
Commonwealth, pettaining to Common Schools. This they have 
done, in order to facilitate all classes in understanding their duties 
and legal rights. Hence it will be noticed that it has application to 
School Committees and District Agents, to Teachers and Scholars, 
to Parents and Guardians, to Towns and Districts. It is hereby 
commended to the Town, as throwing light on the duties and privi- 
leges of all. And first, the laws pertaining to 


Hien Scuoots. ) 

Any town, containing five hundred families or householders, shall, 
besides the common schools, maintain a school to be kept by a 
master of competent ability and good morals, who shall, in addition 
to the branches of learning before mentioned, (orthography, read- 
ing, writing, English grammar, geography, arithmetic; and good 
behavior,) give instruction in the history of the United States, book- 
keeping, surveying, geometry and algebra; and such school must 
be kept for the benefit of all the inhabitants of the town, ten months 
at least, in each year, exclusive of vacations. Rev. St: ch. 23, § 5. 

Any town containing less than five hundred families or house- 
holders, may establish and maintain a school for the benefit of all 
the inhabitants of the town, for such term of time, in any year, or 
in each year, as they may deem expedient; in which school instruc- 
tion shall be given in the history of the United States, book-keeping, 
surveying, geometry and algebra. Rev. St. ch. 23, § 6. 


ScHoots For ADULTS. 


Any town or city is empowered to appropriate such sums of 
money as it may deem expedient, for the support of schools for the 
mstruction of adults in reading, writing, English grammar; arith- 
metic and geography. Sé. 1839, ch. 187, § 1. 

Any town may make its schools as nfuch better than the law 
- requires, “ as in its discretion, fairly and honestly exercised, it may 
deem best.” This is the decision of the Supreme Court of this 
State, in the case of a citizen of Newburyport, brought against that 
town. In that case, the “‘ town of Newburyport, which had raised 
money for the support of all the schools required by law, and had 
supported them, also raised money to support, and did support, a 
female high school, for the purpose of teaching book-keeping, 
algebra, geometry, history, rhetoric, mental, moral and natural phil- 
osophy, botany, the Latin and French languages, and other higher 
branches of knowledge, than those taught in the grammar schools 
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of the town. ‘The Court held this to be a town-school within the 
meaning of the Revised Statutes, and that the money for its support 
could be legally raised by tax.” John N. Cushing, v. Inhabitants 
of Newburyport, 10 Metcalf’s Rep. 508. ‘ Therefore,” says the 
Hon. H. Mann, “ the schools of Massachusetts are not merely free, 
but the towns have a right to make them as good, as long, and as 
numerous, as in the exercise of an honest discretion they may deem 
expedient.” 
Union Scnoots. 

Two or more contiguous districts may associate together, and 

form a union district for the purpose of maintaining a union school, 


to be kept for the benefit of the elder children of such associated 
district. St. 1847, ch. 56, § 2. 
DistRIBUTION OF Reports. 

When the clerks of the several cities and towns receive certain 
documents specified in the law, they are to deliver the blank Forms 
of Inquiry and the Registers to the school committee. They are 
also to deliver one copy of the Annual Abstract of School Re- 


turns, and one copy of the Report of the Board of Education and 


of its Secretary, to the secretary of the school committee, to be by 
him carefully kept for the use of the committee, and handed over 
to his successor in office ; and also two additional copies of said 
report, for the use of said committee ; and it is further the duty of 
said clerks, to deliver one copy of the said report to the clerk of 
each of the school districts in his city or town, to be by said district 
clerk deposited in the district school library, if there be one, and if 
not, to be carefully kept by himself, for the use of the prudential 
committee, the teachers, and the inhabitants of the district, during 
his continuance in office ; and then to be handed over to his suc- 
cessor. And said reports shall be deemed to be the property of the 
city or town, and not of any officer, teacher or citizen thereof.— 
St. 1849, ch. 65, § 2. 


PRUDENTIAL CoMMITTEES. 


Any town, even.after it has divided its territory into school dis- 
tricts, may choose a prudential committee for the several districts 
belonging to. the town, or decide that each district shall choose its 
own. Rev. St., ch. 23, § 25, 26. 

In all cases, the prudential committee must. be a resident of the 
district for which he is chosen. Jd. 

Any town, if it so. chooses, may vote to transfer the duty of 
selecting, and contracting with, all the teachers for the district 
schools, from. the superintending committee to the prudential com- 
mittee. St. 1838, ch. 105, § 2. Rev. St., ch. 23, § 25. “There 
must be an article in the warrant for the above purpose, and it is 
supposed that the vote has validity only during the school year for 
which it is passed. If so, then the vote must be renewed each 
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year, orelse the duty of selecting teachers and contracting with 
them will devolve upon the superintending committee.” Hon. 
Horace Mann’s Tenth Annual Report. 


If the district owns a school-house, the prudential committee is to 
keep it in good repair at the expense of the district. Rev. St., ch. 
23, § 25. Says the Hon. H. Mann, who is high authority on all 
matters pertaining to schools, and school laws: ‘*This does not 
require a previous vote of the district, directing or requiring the 
committee to put the house in proper order. If a window pane is 
broken, if a window blind loses a hinge or a fastening, or a door is 
without a latch, or the plastering has fallen from the walls, or the 
room needs whitewashing, or is tight and without a ventilator, or the 
seats need repairs to make them comfortable, or if the windows 
have neither blinds nor curtains; in all these and all similar cases, 
it is the duty of the prudential committee to repair the injury, or 
supply the defect. So in regard to chairs, shovel, tongs, andirons, 
brooms, mats, door-scrapers, sink, water-pai!, dippers or tumblers, 
&c. Emphatically, if the school-house be without an appendage 
which modesty and decency require, and which may prevent un- 
chaste thoughts and indecent exposures from maturing into an 
unchaste life, it is believed to be the immediate duty of the pruden- 
tial committee to supply it.” 


If the district owns noschool-house, then the prudential committee 
is to provide a suitable place in which the school may be kept. The 
gommittee shall “provide all things necessary for the comfort of 
the scholars.” Rev. St., ch. 23, § 25. Medford v. Medford, 21 
Pick. 199. 

‘“« For all the above mentioned purposes, the prudential committee 
has the whole credit of the district at hiscommand. He must make 
these provisions, and the district must pay for them. They cannot 
prohibit him by any vote. If an execution be obtained against the 
district, it may be levied upon the property belonging to any inhabi- 
tant belonging to the district.” Gaskill v. Dudley, 6 Metcalf’s Rep. 
246. ‘For no one of the above purposes can the prudential com- 
mittee take any part of the money raised by the town for the sup- 
port of schools.” Hon. H. Mann’s Tenth Rep. 


The prudential committee must give such information and assist- 
ance to the school committee of the town as may be necessary to 
aid them in the discharge of their duties. Rev. St., ch. 23, § 25. 
‘¢ Under this specification of duty, the prudential committee is bound, 


1. Tocause the candidate to appear before the superintending 
committee, at such time and place as they may have appointed, for 
examination. 

2. To ascertain whatever, by diligent and careful inquiry he can, 
respecting the moral character of the candidate he presents, his 
previous history, and his success as a teacher, if he has ever taught 
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school before, and what means he has taken to qualify himself for 
teaching. 

3. To give the superintending committee due notice of the time 
when the school will begin, and also of the time when it will close, 
so that they may visit it according to law. 

4. To give the superintending committee the earliest inform- 
ation of any danger, from any cause within their jurisdiction, which 
may impend over the school, and threaten to impair its usefulness.” 


Hon. H. Mann’s Tenth Report, 


Scuoot ComMMITTEES. 


The school committee are to have the general charge and su- 
perintendence of all the public schools in the town. Rev. St., ch. 
23, § 10. 

The school committee must provide themselves with a record- 
book, in which all the votes, orders, and proceedings of the commit- 
tee must be duly recorded. ‘The expense of such a book is a legal 
charge against the town. St. 1838, ch. 105, § 3. 

It is the duty of the school committee to select the teachers, and 
contract with them, unless the town, having an article in the war- 
rant for the purpose, shall have expressly voted to transfer this duty 
from the school committee to the prudential committes, St, 1838, 
ch. 105, § 2. 

The school committee have the sole power of examining teachers, 
and of giving them a certificate of qualification. No person can 
legally enter any public school, in the capacity of a teacher, until 
he has received from the school committee a written certificate of 
his qualifications therefor. Rev. St., ch. 23, § 18, 14. 

The school committee shall require full and satisfactory evidence 
of the good moral character of all instructors, who may be em- 
ployed in the public schools in their town, and shall ascertain, by 
ae examination, their literary qualifications. Rev. St., ch. 23, 

13. 

The committee must also make special inquiry as to the capacity 
of each candidate for the government of a school; and satisfy 
themselves that he is qualified to teach good behavior. Rev. St., 
ch. 23, § 1, 13. 

If, through any refusal or neglect, a prudential committee man be 
not chosen for a district, or if any one who has been chosen, neg- 
jects or declines to serve, or expressly resigns, or becomes incapable 
of resigning through disease or insanity, and the vacancy be not 
filled, then all the duties of the prudential committee of such a dis- 
trict devolve upon the town’scommittee. When the town committee 
have lawfully assumed the exercise of these duties, in regard to a 
particular school, the prudential committee cannot reclaim it. Rev. 
St., ch. 23, § 45. : 

The school committee are required to make all the necessary, 
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arrangements for ‘* high schools” and other “schools kept for the 
benefit of all the inhabitants of the town,” and to perform all the 
duties which the prudential committees are required to do for dis- 
trict schools, 

The school cominittee are to determine the number and qualifica- 
tions of the scholars to be admitted into the school kept for the 
benefit of the whole town. Rev. St., ch. 23, § 15. 

The school committee, or some one or more of them, shall visit 
each of the district schools in their town, on some day during the 
first or second week after the opening of such schools, respectively, 
and also on some day during the two weeks preceding the closing of 
the same; and shall also, for the same purposes visit all the schools 
kept by the town, once a month, without giving previous notice 
thereof to the instructors. Rev. St., ch. 23, § 16. 

During the period of visitation, the committee have the entire 
control of the school. For the time being, it is their school, and the 
teacher 1s their servant. They may decide what classes shall be 
called upon to.perform exercises, and in what studies. They may 
direct the teacher to conduct the examination, or may conduct it 
wholly themselves, or they may combine both methods. In fine, 
they may dismiss the teacher for the hour, and pursue the exami- 
nation in hisabsence. Hon. H. Mann’s Tenth Report. 

Although the school committee are chosen at an annual town 
meeting held in the month of February, March, or April, and are to 
enter immediately upon the discharge of their duties, yet, the com- 
mittee for the preceding year, for the single purpose of completing 
their official business for the year, retain their offices, notwithstand- 
ing successors have been chosen. St. 1846, ch. 223, § 1. 

The school committee of each town shall direct what books shall 
be used in the several schools kept by the town, and may direct 
what books shall be used in the respective classes. Rev. St., ch. 23, 

17. 

’ It is the duty of all parents, masters, and guardians, to furnish 
the children whom they send to school, with the kind and the num- 
ber of books prescribed for their use by the committee. Rev. St., 
ch, 23, § 18. 

In case any scholar shall not be furnished, by his parent, master, 
or guardian, with the requisite books, he must be supplied therewith 
by the school committee at the expense of the town. ‘The price of 
the books must be added to the next annual tax of such parent, mas- 
ter, or guardian, Rev. St., ch. 23, § 20, 21. 

The school committees of all the towns are required annually to 
make a detailed report of the condition of the several public schools 
in their respective towns, which report shall contain such statements 
and suggestions in relation to these schools as the said committee 
shall deem necessary or proper to promote the interests thereof.— 
This report is to be read before the assembled citizens, at an annual 
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town meeting to be held in each town, or, at the discretion of the 
scheol committee, to be printed for the use of the inhabitants.— 
St. 1846, Ch. 223, § 4. 

The original report, whether read in open town meeting, or print- 
ed for the use of the inhabitants, is to be deposited in the office of 
Town Clerk. Jd. 

The school committee of any town is authorized to dismiss from 
employment any teacher in such town, whenever the said commit- 
tee may think proper; and from the time of such dismissal, such 
teachers shall receive no further compensation for services render- 
ed in that capacity. St. 1844, ch. 32. 

The committee have power to expel unruly scholars permanently 
from school,—that is, during their continuance in office. Hon. H. 
Mann’s Tenth Report. 


CHILDREN IN ManvuFacturine Districts. 


It is made the duty of the school committee, to prosecute all 
breaches of an act entitled, “* An act to provide for the better in- 
struction of youth employed in manufacturing establishments.” —Sé. 
1842, ch. 60, § 1. The extent of this duty is shown by the two 
following paragraphs. 

No child, under the age of fifteen years, shall be employed in any 
manufacturing establishment, unless such child shall have attended 
some public or private day school—at least one term of eleven weeks 
of the twelve months next preceding the time of such employment, 
and for the same period during any and every twelve months in 
which said child shall be so employed. St. 1849, ch. 220, § 1. 

The owner, agent, or superintendent of any manufacturing estab- 
lishment, who shall employ any child in such establishment, contra- 
ry to the above provision, shall forfeit asum not exceeding fifty dol- 
lars for each offence, to the use of common schools in the town.— 
St. 1849, ch. 220 § 3. , 


TEACHERS. 


It is the duty ofall instructors of youth, to exert their best en- 
deavors to impress on the minds of children and youth committed to 
their care and instruction, the principles of piety, justice, and a sa- 
cred regard to truth, love to their country, humanity, and universal 
benevolence, sobriety, industry, and frugality, chastity, moderation, 
and temperance, and those other virtues which are the ornament 
of human society, and the basis upon which a republican constitu- 
tion is founded; and it shall be the duty of such instructors to en- 
deavor to lead their pupils, as their ages and capacities will admit, 
into a clear understanding of the above-mentioned virtues to pre- 
serve and perfect a republican constitution, and secure the blessings 
of liberty, as well as to promote their future happiness, and also to 
point out to them the evil tendency of the opposite vices. Rev. 

» St., ch. 23, §.7. | 
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‘Teachers must have high literary qualifications, and capacity to 
govern the school which they are authorizedto teach. Re. St., ch. 
23, § 13. 

They are also required to teach ‘“ good behavior,” and of course 
ni be competent to doso, by example, as well as by precept. 

Ba As 

fos teacher, before he can legally enter upon the discharge of 
his duties, must receive from the school committee, a written certifi- 
cate of his qualifications therefor. Rev. St., ch. 28, § 14. 

A teacher, having a legal certificate in his possession, has an in- 
disputable right to repress disobedience to his orders, and to enforce 
compliance with all lawful commands. For this purpose, he may, 
in the last resort, appeal to physical force, and inflict any bodily 
chastisement, not unsuitable to the age, sex, or condition of the of- 
fender. In all the legal adjudications that have ever been made, no 
question has ever been raised as to the abstract right. The only 
questions have been, either as to the sufficiency of the circumstances 
alleged and proved, to justify its use; or whetherthe punishment, 
considering the nature and circumstances of the particular offence, 
has not been excessive. Hon. H. Mann’s Tenth Report. 

Teachers have a right to expel, temporarilu, from school. If 
they have occasion to exercise this right, the sentence should not 
cover a longer period of time than would be sufficient for convening 
the committee in order to lay the case before them. Id. 

Weighty considerations would seem to show that there must be a 
portion of time, both before the school commences, and after it has 
closed, and also a portion of space between the door of the school- 
house and that of the paternal mansion, where the jurisdiction of the 
parent, on one side, and of the committee and teachers, on the oth- 
er, isconcurrent. The same principle of necessity, by virtue of 
which this jurisdiction out of school-hours and beyond school prem- 
ises, is claimed, defines its extent, and fixes its limit. It is claimed, 
because the great objects of discipline and of moral culture would be 
frustrated without it. When not essential, therefore, to the attain- 
ment of these objects, itshould be forborne. Id. 

No teacher is entitled to receive any payment for his or her ser- 
vices, until the Register for his or her school, properly filled up and 
completed, shall be deposited with the school committee, or with 
ci person as they may designate to receive it. Sz. 1849, ch. 209, 

m 

Assistant TEACHERs. 


In every school in this Commonwealth, containing fifty scholars, 
as the average number, the school district or town to which such 
school belongs, shall be required to employ a female assistant or 
assistants, unless such school district or town, shall, at a meeting 
regularly called for that purpose, vote to dispense with the same.— 
St. 1839, ch. 56, § 1. 
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LIST OF SCHOOL BOOKS. 





The following is a list of School Books, prescribed by the School 
Committee, which are sold by Noan C. Perxtns, Esq., Wills Block, 
(Four Corners,) with the prices annexed : 


Russell’s and Goldsbury’s Reader and Speaker, $0 46 
Introduction to do. do. do. 28 
Russell’s Sequel to Primary Reader, 19 
Russell’s Primary Reader, 13 
Russell’s Introduction to the Primary Reader, 10 
Russell’s Primer, 07 
Greenleaf’s National Arithmetic, 46 
Greenleaf’s Introduction to the National Arithmetic, 34 
Colburn’s First Lessons, 13 
Mitchell’s Geography and Atlas, 72 
Smith’s Quarto Geography, 46 
Smith’s First Book of Geography, | 22 
Smith’s Grammar, 20 
Fowle’s Speller, 13 
Russell’s Spelling Book, 13 
Worcester’s Dictionary, 60 
Cutter’s Physiology, 63 
Cutter’s small Physiology, 30 
Emerson’s First Part, 0s 
Small Dictionary, 28 
History, | 50 


Your Committee have learned that some of the School Books in 
the above list may be furnished at a slight diminution of the prices 
above quoted. 
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REP Onl... 


Tax School Committee of the Town of Middleboro’, in accord- 
ance with the requirements of the law, submit the following report 
for the year 1852-3: 


The whole number of Schoo] Districts, including the haif district 
on the borders of the town of Carver, is 36. In all these districts, 
schools have been taught the past year. 

Notice will be taken of each of these schools, at the clase of our 
yeport. The whole number of different teachers employed the past 
year, has been 22 male teachers,49 female——several schools, and those 
among the best, have been taught—both summer and winter—by fe- 
male teachers; and the Committee are of opinion that other districts 
might adopt the same plan with advantage. More than one-half the 
winter schools in the State, are now taught by females, 


One of the greatest obstacles in the way of progress in many of 
our schools, is the irregular attendance of the children. The regis- 
ters show the number of absences, and who are the absentees, and 
thus become an enduring record of the relative interest taken in the 
schools by children and parents, for nothing indicates that interest 
more than a punctual and regular attendance. Although the best 
teachers generally secure the most reguiar attendance, by their influ- 
ence over both pupils and their parents, stiil this result cannot be at- 
tained without the cordial co-operation of parents and guardians. 
The Committee have noticed, that where the register shows the most 
regular attendance, it also shows, by a record of their names, that 
parents and friends of the school have often visited it, to encourage 
and cheer both teachers andscholars. 


The State, has, from time to time, made legal provision, to secure 
the regular attendance of children at school. In 1826, it was provid- 
ed, that “it shail be the duty of resident ministers of the Gospel, the 
selectmen, and the schoo] committees in the several towns, to exert 
their influence, and use their best endeavors, that the youth of the 
town shail reguiarly attend the schools established for their instruc- 
tion.” 


In 1850, 2 law was passed, modified by a statute enacted in 1952, 
which provides, that cities and towns may make ail needful regula- 
tions concerning habitual truants and children not attending school, 
without any regular and lawful occupation, growing up in ignorance, 
between the ages of six and fifteen, and for the violations of such 
ordinances, as they may make, penalties are annexed of fines and 
imprieonment, with a further prevision, that any town availing itself 
of this act, shall appoint three or more persons, who alone shall be 
Ruthorised to make compleints fox the yiclation of such ordinances, 
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The town of Middleboro’, has not availed itself of the provisions of 
this act, and the Committee are not aware that the evil of habitual 
truancy is so great, as to call for these provisions. 

Another statute, passed in 1852, entitled “an act concerning the 
attendance of children at school,” is of so much importance, that we 
eepy it entire, in order that it may become generally known: 

[Cuar. 240.] 
“ An Act concerning the Attendance of Children at School. 


Be tt enacted §c., as follows : 

Srcr. 1. Every person who shall have any chitd under his con- 
trol between the ages of eight and fourteen years, shall send sueh 
child to some public school within the town or city in which he re- 
sides, during at least twelve weeks, if the public schools within such 
town or city shall be so long kept, in each and every year during 
which such child shall be under his control, six weeks of which shall 
be consecutive. 

Sect. 2. Every person who shall violate the provisions of the 
first section of this act shall forfeit, to the use of such town or city, 
a sum not exceeding twenty dollars, to be recovered by complaint or 
indictment. ! 

Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the school committee in the sev- 
eral towns or cities to inquire into all cases of violation of the first 
section of this act, and to ascertain of the persons violating the same 
the reasons, if any, for such violation, and they shall report such 
eases, together wit such reasons, if any, to the town or city, in their 
annual report; but they shall not report any cases such as are pra- 
vided for by the fourth section of this act. _ 

Sreor. 4. If upon inquiry by the school committee, it shall ap- 
pear, or if, upon the trial of any complaint or indictment under this 
act, it shall appear that such child has attended some scheol not in the 
town or city in which he resides, for the time required by this act, or 
has been otherwise furnished with the means of education for a like 
period of time, or has already acquired those branches of learning 
which are taught in common schools, or if it shall appear that his 
bodily or mental condition has been such as to prevent his attendance 
at school, his acquisition of learning for such a period of time, or 
that the person having the control of such child is not able, by rea- 
son of poverty, to send such child to school, or to furnish him with 
the means of education, then such person shall be held not ta have 
violated the provisions of this act. 


Sxot. 8. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of the town or city 
to prosecute all violations of this act.” | Approved, May 18, 1852.] 

Although this law has been thought by some to be arbitrary, and 
unwise in its provisions, we think it can be well sustained in princi. 
ple, and is somewhat needed in our own town. It has been long 
held in Massachusetts, that it is right to tax all the inhabitants, ac- 
cording to their property, to sustain public schools. Our State, the 
nast year has raised, through the town organization, nearly one mil: 
tio of dollars, for that purpose, exclusive of what has been expend: 
ed for the erection and repairs of school houses, The man whe has 
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wo children, is obliged to pay his proportionate tax, eqially with those 
Whe have many. If he neglect or refuse, the hand of the law is 
placed upon him, and his property is seized, or he is imprisoned for 
his disobedience. ‘This the State claims a right to do, for the pur- 
pose of educating the people, and very rarely do we hear this nght 
questioned. [It ciaims this right, tn the jirst place, because society is 
under obligation to educate every child. As soon as a child is born, 
the State ewes it a duty, to throw around it the protection of its 
iaws, to sectire to it all its rights of life and liberty, and what is of 
more itnportance, the right of edueation, without which, life itself 
‘would be no blessing. Every child has a right to claim of the State 
the means of education, and our State acknowledges the claim to be 
just, and acts accordingly. | 


The State ciaims the tight to tax all the people for the purpose of 
‘education tn the second place, as a means of protection. Society has 
aright to protect itself. No means have ever been adopted for the 
protection ¢f pergots and property, so effectual as the universal edu- 
cation of the people. Inasmuch, therefore, as this protection is offer- 
‘ed to all, all should bear their proportionate share of the burdens in- 
‘cident te this protection, and therefore, are bound to assist n sus- 
taining our common school system. 

Upon either of the above grounds, the law we are considering, can 
well be sustained. {f society is bound to take care, that every child 
be educated, it has not done its whote duty, by merely furnishing the 
school, but is bound to see toit, that the child is not defrauded of the 
greatest ‘of its rights, through the ignorance or tregligence of its par- 
ents, or the selfishness of its guardians. itis not enough that the 
means of education are furnished, unless the opportunity is also af: 
forded te the child, to improve these means. ‘ve parent has cer- 
tain rights over the child, but the child has certain greater rights, 
which the State slrould see are protected. ‘The object of this stat- 
ute is to afford ‘greater security to the nght to be educated. 

So, too, upon the other ground, that society may protect itself, this 
{aw stands upon a firm foundation. If the State may require that all 
the propetty within its borders shail be subject to taxation for the sup- 
port of schools, may it not also require that these schools shall ac- 
complish their end, by the attendance of the children at the schools 
provided for them-—unless, indeed, that end, namely, education—is 
‘accomplished in some other way, by their parents or guardians? If 
you may compel the mam wie hes ro children, to contribute for the 
support of schools, ‘on the grownd that his person and property are 
protected, may he not justly require that the children be compelled 
Yo attend the schools, that his contribution may be effectual in secur- 
ang the object in view. 

Our Legislature, until recently, seems to have proceeded upon the 
assumption, that if the schools were provided, those who had the 
‘care of children, would be sufficiently alive to their interests, to se- 
cure their attention, and though in a great majority of cases this is 
sufficient, yet, experience shows that there are those pareuts, who, 
are so unmindful of the highest interests of their children, that, foe 
the sake of sccunng the small services which they can render, or to 





gialify their b#n cAprices, ot thos# of their childreti, will tetasid théad 
from the means of education furnished them by the State, and thus 
@eéfraud them of their dearest birth-right, and furnish paupers and 
triminals to depredate upon society. In stich cases, it becoines the 
duty of the Stat® to intervene. It is a nght incident to self-protecs 
tion. The parent who so acts, is doing an injury to society, and so* 
ciety may take means to prevent it, as it would any other injury 
done itself; 

‘From a table in the Report of the Secretary of the Board of Edu- 
cation, exhibiting the average attendance of children upon the pub- 
lic schools, it appeats that among the three hundred and twenty-iwe 
towns of the State, Middleboro’ ranks as low as No. 216— 
that while the muitber of children between 6 ind 15 years of age, is 
1109, the meth average attendance is only 762, showing how much 
reform is ne’ded in this respect, and how large a proportion of the 
money is wasted. 

From the graduated tables prepared by the Secretary of the Board 
of Education, showing the comparative amount of money appropria- 
ted by the different towns in the State, for the education of each 
child between the dges of & and 15 years, it appears that; among ths 
$22 towns, Middleboro’ ranks No. 117. The preceding year it stood 
No. 70." The amount ritised for each child $3,607. No. 1 in the 
tuble, is Brockling, raising $12;88 7. No. 322, the lowest, is Mt: 
Washington; raisitig $1,539. Inthe county of Plymouth, among the 
28 towns; Middleboro’ ranks No. 12. Kingston stands No. J, raising 
#5,63 8 for each child, Carver 22, raising $2,06 9. 

It also appears from a table inthe Secretary’s report, that accords 
ing to the per centage of taxablé property; appropmated for schools, 
Middleboro’ ranks No. 34=-No. 1 being Wellfleet; and Southbridge 
standing lotvest on the list’ Jt will be seen that our town holds a 
very different rank, in the first table, from that which it holds in the 
previous one. The same is true in a great degree of many other 
towns. Béaston stands Ne. 4 in the former table; and No. 314 in the 
latter, Among the counties, Barnstable stands No. 1, Plymouth No: 
2, Suffolk No. 14—the lowest. 

The amount of money appropriated by the town, for the support 
of schools, including the town’s proportion of the School Fund, was 
$4210,36. The number of scholars between the ages of five and 
fifteen, was 1134, he sum of money appropriated to each scholar, 
if divided equally, among all the scholars, is $3,71. 

By a vote of the town, one-fourth of the money was divided 
equally among the districts, except Districts No. 9 and 33, which 
Wwtrs considered as half-districts; the temaining three-fourths was 
divided equally among the scholars between the ages of five and 
Hitec 
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No. 1. ‘This schoo! was tanght in the suinmer by Miss Elizabeth 
H. Lesch; and in the winter by Miss Sarah Leach. 
No. 2. The summer term was taught by Caroline D. Bump; and 
the winter term by Mr. F. M. Hodges. 


No. 3. Miss Sarah Leach has been so much of a favorite in this 
district, that they have employed her six different summers to teach 
their schoo! ; and her services, the last summer, were as satisfactory 
as at any former time. 

Mr. Charlies M. Colby, from N. H., has taught this school the two 
past Winters. Ile is such a teacher as they need. His pupils love 
and respect him, and under his instruction progressed rapidly in theif 
studies. 

No. 4. Miss Julia M. Caswell, conducted this school last summer; 
as mush to the satisfaction of the district and committee, as she did 
the summer before. _ | 

Mr. P. Lucien Sproat, was employed for the winter. He is every 
way competent. His modus operandi was, in many respects, pectliar : 
but the committee think, generally cormmendable. Wis scholars have 
made very marked advances in the various studies pursued, espe: 
vially in writing and geography. . 
_ No. & The summer school was kept by Miss Lucia A. Drake. 
Miss Caroline Alden, who taught the winter school, is a teacher of the 
tirst class. What her scholars learn they know, and can tell it too, 
and the reason for it. Her method of reading is asitshould be. Her 
classes in reading do not read all pieces in the same manner; but are 
made to read with suitable variety, according to the sentiment and 
wpirit of the piece. L 

No, 6. Miss Jerusha B. Holmes, taught the summer school; we 
believe satisfactorily. 

Mr. Seth Dean taught the witer term. Mr. Dean kept good order, 
and the committee think, did all he could to promote the interest of 
his school, and, at the close of the school, a commendable improve- 
ment in the different branches was very manifest, especially in read- 
ing. | 

No. 7. Miss Mary F. Pratt commenced this school, but svon “ left 
by mutual consent, fora more advantageous situation.” Miss Mary 
R. Lucas then finished it. These were both able teachers. Mr. Lot 
S. Lucas, kept them a very useful and profitable school in the winter. 


No. 8. Miss Julia A. Thomas did very well here, it being her first 
school; and Mr. Thomas Weston, Jr., labored faithfully and industri- 
ously to promote the interests of the winter school. 

No. 9. This isa half district, and was superintended by the School 
Committee of Carver. 

No. 10. Miss Charlotte M. Keith, commented the summer school, 
and was taken sick and obliged to leave. Miss Olive R. Look then 
took her place and finished the term. Mr. Elisha Dunham had 
charge of the winter school. The committee regret that they can- 
mot speak with so much commendation of the school in this district 
(ke past year as they could wish, 
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Nos. ii. Miss Mailida T. Gibbs, who condueted this school it the 
summer, was industrious and faithful, and maintained good order } 
and when she has more experience, will, we think, be a profitable 
teacher. 

Mr. Frances M. Hodges, whose high reputation asa teacher in* 
creases wherever he teaches, conducted the winter school about twe 
months, and then, by mutual consent, left for a permanent situation 
in one of our State schools, and Mr. Preston Soule hinished it. 

_ No. 12. Mrs. Hannah M. Williams taught the summer school; 
Mrs. Williams is well qualified, industrious aod faithful, and kept a 
valuable school. 

_ What was said of N. Morton Ransom, last year, who has taught 
here for two winters past, is appropriate nowy, viz: that he was inde+ 
fatigable in his exertions to promote the interests of his schvs}. 

No. 13. Miss Ann J. Keith, taught a good school in this district 
in the sninmer, and maint&ined good order. And so did Mr. James 
H. Weston, in the Winter. 

No. 14. This district had the services of Mr. Hodges, in the sum: 
mer, and Was highly pleased, both with the operation and improve- 
ment the school made under his charge. Mr. Nathaniel S. Cushing 
kept a profitable school hieré in the winter. 

No. 16. Miss Mary 'T. Jenny taught the summer, and Mr. Lean: 
der A. Datling, the winter term. ‘This district has had 4 valuable 
school, thé past year. The chéracteristics of the school, under both 
teachers, Were good erdér, assiduity and gratifying improvement. 

No. 17. The summer schcol had Miss Catharine Bennett and the 
winter school Miss Charity Robbins, for teachers. This school was 
small and the teachers 4ppropriate, and their services very satisfac: 
tory. 

No. 18. ‘This district has had one hundred ad eighty different 
scholars, in all, the past year, taught by three females. Miss Mary 
L. Tinkham had charge of the primary. department. Miss Tinks 
ham’s genius and ingenuity is well ‘suited for administering to the 
‘comfort and iinprovement of the numerous company of little ones 
‘committed W her care. The cominittee think that, at het examina: 
tion, the children appeared as orderly and happy as they did at Miss 
Holmes’ examination, a year azo, when we reported with the highest 
‘encomium. Miss Laura €1. Potter conducted the intermediate class 
in accordance With her former high reputation asateacher Miss 
Sarah J. Dean taught the first class. 

No. 19. In the summer this school was ably conducted by Miss 
Charlotte Sampson. ‘The winter schoo! commenced nnder Mr. James 
La Plane. He was well qualified -commenced his work with ener- 
gy, and carried the school forward in their studies remarkably : but 
unfortunately he failed to secure the good will of his scholars, and 
this rendered his position so arduous and uncomfortable that he re- 
fused to finish the school. Mr. Matthew L. Cushing, a teacher of 
considerable experience took his place and finished the schoo! com- 
fortably and profiitably. 

No. 20, Miss H. Elvira Eaton taught both the summer and win: 
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ter terms. This has been one of the largest and most flourishing 
schools in town, during the past year, and Miss Eaton has fully sus- 
tained her former high reputation as a teacher. Her skill has heen 
exhibited during the winter, in the quiet and orderly management 
of a school consisting of scholars of allages. Inher efforts, she has 
had the cordial co-operation of the parents and friends of the school, 
in the district, which has contributed much to her success. 

No. 21. The summer school was taught by Miss Cassandra 
Shaw. Miss Shaw is ah experienced teacher, and the school ap- 
peared well, when visited by the committee. Mr. Ebenezer A, 
Dean, of Taunton, taught the winter term. The register shows that 
the attendance, at this school is very irregular. 

No. 22. Miss Mary Ann Hall taught this school during the sum: 
mer. Miss Hall is well known in this town, and holds a high rank 
as a successful and accomplished teacher, and the management of' 
the school was highly satisfactory to the district and to the commit- 
tee. The winter term was taught by Mr. Samuel Miller, Jr., a well 
qualified and experienced teacher. The attendance at the school, 
during the winter term was not very regular. 

No. 23. Abby Drake of Rochester, taught the Summer School.—- 
Miss Drake has had no former experience in teaching, this being her 
first school. 'The school appeared well when visit by the Committee, 
and we understand the district was well pleased with her success.— 
Mr. Darius Dunbar taught the winter term, an experienced and suc- 
cessful teacher. ‘The orderand promptness with which the scholars 
pursued their various duties, when visited by the committee washigh- 
ly commendable. 


No. 24. Miss Caroline T. Wood taught the summer school. The 
committee would say, in relation to this school, that they were high- 
ly pleased with the good order; the careful training in morals and 
deportment; the thorough, systematic teaching and the general con- 
duct of the schoo]. The winter term commenced with Mr. Levi Reed 
as teacher. His health did not permit him to continue buta short time 
Mr. La Plane succeeded him and soon left for the want of health. Mr, 
H. Leander Williams took his place and finished the school. The | 
District were well suited with each of these teachers and especially 
with Mr. Reed, 


No. 25. Miss Hannah C. Macomber taught the summer and win- 
ter school in this District with commendable success. Her school made 
decent progress. 

No. 26. There has been quite an excitement in this District, in 
relation to the location of their school. Most, however of the schol- 
ars, have been instructed summer and winter by Miss Sarah C. Coombs. 
Kindness was the law of her school, and her pupils made good im- 
provement and seemed to love their studies. | 

No. 27. Miss Mary B. Canedy taught the summer and winter 
school in this district to the satisfaction of the Committee. The school 
made good progress. Miss Canedy fully sustained her former good 
reputation ag a teacher in her manner of teaching and good govern: 
ment, 


No. 28. Summer achool was taught by Mise Lavina W. Harlow. 
She is a teacher of the first quality. The Committee in this schoe! 
were gratified to see the activity in study and the decorum and the 
affection for the teacher, whieh was exhibited by all the children under 
her care. The winter term was taught by Mr. Matthew H. Cushing. 
The school made commendable progress. 

Fo. 29. This school was smal]. Miss Eunice R. Ellis, a teacher 
well fitted for our largest schools, kept out the money approriated to 
them in the summer. 

No. 30. The average attendance in this school both summer and 
winter was eleven. They had Miss E.R. Ellis in the summer and 
Miss C. Crossman in the winter: both experienced teachers, 


No. 31. This district had the services of Miss Clara W. Eaton for 
the summer term. She is a faithful and valuable teacher. In the 
winter Mr. Preston Soule, conferred on them his first effort in teach- 
ing, with which the district and the committee were satisfied. 


No. 33. This school has been kept only in summer, Miss Jane 
Hoard has been their teacher the past two years. She is a very suita- 
ble teacher for them. 


No. 35. The school in this district has been a valuable one, both 
summer and winter, such as the committee are willing to commend.— 
They had Miss Betsey Kensley for the summer, and Mr. Leander 
Darling for the winter term. 

No. 36. The summer school was taught by Miss Susan E. Wood, 
of Halifax. Discipline good and progress comendable. Winter term 
by Mr. H. Clark, with good success. Mr. Clark is an experienced 
teacher. 

No. 38. This school was taught in the summer by Miss Serena F. 
Wood, who in the opinion of the committee will make an excellent 
teacher. This was her first schoo). Mr. Augustus H. Soule taught 
ihe winter term with his former good success. 

No. 39. Both terms in this district have been conducted hy Miss 
8. Harlow. Miss Harlow’s qualification and aptness to teach make 
her one of our best teachers, 

No. 40. Miss Mary C. Clark kept the summer, and Miss Ann J, 
Keith, the winter school in this district, They both gave gead aatis- 
faction. 


EDWARD G, PERKINS, 

WILLIAM H. WOOD, 

REUBEN HAFFORD, Conimittee, 
SETH DEAN, 

WILLIAM R, PEIRCE. 
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LIST OF SCHOOL BOOKS, 





The following isa List of the School Books prescribed by the 
School Committe, which are ssid by ArottesG. AtpEN, Wells’ Block, 
( Four Corners) with the prices avnexed : : 


Russell’s and Goldsbury’s Reader and Speaker, #0 46 
Jntroduction to do. do. do. 28 
Russell’s Sequel to Primary Reader, 1) 
Russell’s Primary Reader. 13 
Russell’s Introdvetion to the Primary Reader, . 40 
Russell’s Primer, G7 
(Greenleaf’s National Arithmetic, Af} 
‘Colburn’s First Lessons, 3 
Mitcl ell’s Geography and Atlas, =, ae 


‘Smith’s Quarto Geography, 46 


Smith’s Fivst Book of Geegraphy, 22 
‘Smith’s Graminan, 20) 
Fowle’s Speller, 34 
Russell’s Spelling Book, 13 
Worcester’s Dictionary, GO 
‘Cutter’s Physiology, 63 
«Cutters Small Physiology 3) 
Emerson’s First Part, 08 
‘Small Dictionary, : 28 
Goodrich’s History U.S. 63 
Goodrich’s Llistory da 50 








According to vote, (sce last of page 4)the following table slows 
the sum of money which each scholar receives in cach district: 
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MMIDDLEROROWGT aieeeo REPORT. 





The School Committee of the town of Middleborough, for the year 
riding March, 1854, make the following Report: 


_ The aniount of money raised by the town was $3000; and $266. 
91 was received from the State. One-fourth of this was divided 
aniong the districts; and the remaining three-fourths, among the 
scholats. pat | va , 

The folicwing is a brief report of the schools in each district : 

DISTRICT NO. 1: 

The Sunimer school was taught by Miss Assy F. Leonanv. At 
Sur first visit, the school appeared very well. She kept good order, 
and labored to perform hér duty faithfully. We did not visit it at the 
vlosé, becattsé the school finished some weeks before it was ex: 
pected: | i 
The Winter school was taught by Mr. Wa. H. Gace, of Exeter, 

N. H. Mr. Gage has undoubledly done more this Winter towards 
wlaearie the children i in this district than any forttier teacher has ever 
done by instrtictine them to fedsuri and think for themselves, ‘I'he 
teading in this school was the best in this part of the town: 

DISTRICT NO. 2. 

This school has beén well conducted by Miss Ecten Atwoob, botli 
Summer and Winter. The recitations plainly showed that idleness 
has rio dwelling place in her presetice: 


DISTRICT NO. 


- The Summer school was commenced Sat favordble circumstances 
by Miss Mary Ann HaAti, who soon left for a more permanent and 
perhaps a more desirable situation. ‘The school was finished by a 
well known and distinguished teacher, Miss Saraii Liacn, of Bridge- 
water. Miss Leach excels in interesting her scholars by winning their 
affection and making every duty a pleasure 

Mr. F. M. Hovces taught the Winter school Ie is a worthy 
teacher, and is excelled by few. 

DISTRICT NO. 4. 

There has beén a valuable school in this district the past yéar. Miss 
Hannan L. Leonarn, a teacher of large experience and of high reps 
utation taught an excellent school here in the Summer. 

Mr. Leanver A. Darwina, also a teacher of high standing, tiote 
than met the expectations of all concerned itt the Winter. Tiistea 
of keeping his pnpils dependent on him for their lessotis; he has 4 
capacity to teach them how to learn them ef themselves, o capacity 


$s 


which too few of our teachers exercise if they have it. Good order, 
Without corporeal punishment, was maintained by both these teach- 
ers. 

; DISTRICT NO. 5. 


This district spent their money in the Winter. Miss Caronine At- 
DEN, a teacher of the first quality, conducted the school to the satis- 
faction of all concerned, as she also did the Winter before. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


The Summer school in this district was kept by Miss Susan E. 
Woop,of Halifax, She kept her school very still, and the improve- 
ment mide was commendable; but we should have liked it better 
if there had been a little more energy exhibited. 

Mr. Joseru EK. Beats instructed the Winter school. This was Mr. 
B.’s first effort. At our first visit the school was very disorderly ; but 
after he had had advice and a little experience the school improved 
rapidly, and continued to do so to its close. Mr. Beals, we think, is 
destined to be one of our best teachers, 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Miss Mary A. Tuomas kept the Summer,and Mr. L. S. Lucas 


the Winter term The are pr pcreneed teachers and kept good 
schools. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


This school has made a marked impovement in reading the past 
year under the instruction of Miss Serena F. Woop in the Summer, 


and Mr. Anse, C. Ricumonp in the Winter. ‘They both did well for 
beginners. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 
This district was managed by the School Committee of Carver. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


The Summer school was taught by Mrs. Maria P. Ciark, whose 
management was satisfactory. In her efforts she had the co-opera- 
tion of the parents and friends of the school in the district. 

Mr. Lor S. Lucas is engaged as the teacher for the Winter term, 
which is yet in operation. “Mr. Lueas is an experienced teacher and 
has been successful in securing the respect and es‘eem of his schol- 
ars, and we have confidence that his services will be highly profitable. 

DISTRICT NO. 11. . 

Miss Cuartotre M. Keiru taught the Summer school with com- 
mndable success, both in her government and as teacher. 

The Winter school was kept by Mr. Jounn W. Kine, of Lakeville, 


who, we think, was industrious and faithful to promote the interests 
of his scholars. 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 


This school was taught in the Summer by Miss F. P. Witr1ams.— 
Bhe is a good teacher, ‘and sought the improvement of her scholars. 


$ 

Mr. Wiiitam A. Boies taught in the Winter, The scholars, we 
are sorry to say, have become very ungovernable, at least some of 
them. ‘The teacher, we think, wished to maintain proper order, but 
his efforis were unsuccessful, his method of administering reproof 
was highly offensive to some of his scholars and their parents, and a 
prosecution has been commenced against him for inflicting improper 
punishment. Mr. Boles did not seem to possess superior talents 
for governing a bad school, though we think him a correct teacher.— 
In his method of correcting his scholars he might not have been the 
most discreet, but we have the utmost confidence in his motives and 
that if he erred, it was in judgment and not from any malicious de- 
sign. ; 

DISTRICT NO. 13. 


Miss B. May Etuis was employed as teacher for the Summer term 
She was persevering in her efforts to promote the advancement of her 
scholars. 

Mr. James Ef. Weston taught the Winter term to the satisfaction 
of the district. He has been.their teacher during the three last Win- 
ters. We think him an excellent teacher, and he is much beloved by 
his pupils. ‘ 


DISTRICT NO. 14. 


Miss Louisa M. Barker kept a good Summer school here. 

Mr. Sanrorp Wersron was employed for the Winter school. His 
want of judgment and prudence, in governing his school was so often 
exhibited that the Committee found it expedient to discharge him, 
and Mr. F. M. Hopees, an eminent teacher, has been employed to 
finish ihe school. 


DISTRICT NO. 16. 


Miss TinkHam, an experienced teacher, kept the Summer, and Mr. 
JamES McKeen, an inexperienced teacher, the Winter school. 


DISTRICT NO. 17, 


This district comprises what was, previous to last Spring, two dis- 
tricts, having two poor school houses, neither of which well accom- 
modate the scholars; no change having been made in the location of 
either since the union of the two districts in one, during the past year 
the schools have been kept a part of the time in one house and then’ 
removed to the other for the better accommodation of the scholars. 

Miss Hannan L. Crank taught the Summer school to very general 
satisfaction, although it was her first school. We think her a teacher 
of the first class. 

- Miss F. P. Wittrams, was employed in the Winter whose services 
were satisfactory, and a good improvement was made by the scholars. 
DISTRICT NO. 18. 

Miss Mary L. Trnxuam has again had charge of the primary de- 
partment through the year, assisted in Summer by Miss Mary Lyman. 


Miss Tinkham maintains her former reputation as a useful teacher in. 
this school. The first class was commenced by Miss H. Exvina Ea- 
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on, who continued about a month; Miss Jerusna B. Homes then 
kept 3 months; both good teachers and much liked by the district, 
but they could not be longer retained. Miss Martua E. Hotmes 
then continued the school, satisfactorily, three weeks, at the end of 
which time Miss Dgporan Gissy had agreed totake chargeof it. Miss 
Gisby is an experienced, industrious, and well qualified teacher, and 
we believe has given universai satisfaction. Mr. Ricnarp A, Peirce 
had charge of the first class during the Winter term. Mr. Peirce is 
a faithful and competent instructor and highly esteemed as such by 
the Committee, the district, and by all his scholars, 

Although this district has changed teachers so often, no one left on 
account of any dissatisfaction either on the part of the.district or the 
teachers. Three of the ladies who have been teachers here within 
a year have been——married, 


DISTRICT NO. 19. 


This district has had a better school this year than they have usually 
had. Miss Junia M. Casweut, an excellent teacher, taught the 
Summer term with her usual success. 

Mr. Warren H, Sournsworrta kept the Winter school. This was 
his first effort. He kept a good school.. He answered every expec- 
tation and more too, Mr. Southworth, we think, will become an emi- 
nent school-teacher, if he pursues that vocation. 


DISTRICT NO. 20, 


Miss Crara W,. Eaton taught this school in Summer and Winter, 
with her usual ability and success, She is a faithful teacher. 


DISTRICT NO. 21. 


Miss Carnie E. Weston taught the Summer term very well. 

In the Winter the Rev. L. Tanpy kept them just such a school as 
they needed here, He is an instructor of a very high order. His 
school was forward and he was just the man to conduct them onward, 
The Visiting Committee was impressed with the mutual pride and 
good feeling evinced between pupil and teacher, Hach seemed proud 
of the other, 





DISTRICT NO, 23. 


Miss Exrzasetu M, Benson kept a good school here, for one who 
never taught before. 

Mr, Lurner W. Acer was employed to teach the Winter school, 
On his examination, the Committee thought him well qualified; and 
when we first visited we did not apprehend a failure; but at our 
second visit we found the school entirely destitute of order. They 
seemed to be comfortably pursuing their studies and we think made 
some pregress, but all was confusion; mumbling their studies aloud, 
and talking to each other in a low voice as much as they pleased.— 
‘They had apparently no master—all were equal. We think Mr. Al- 
ger capable of keeping a good school. He sees and laments the mis+ 
take he made in not taking command of his schoo! at the beginning, 
He gave up his school before it was out, 


fi 


DISTRICT NO. 36. 

Miss Mary S. Harrow taught the Summer school in this district: 
We think Miss Harlow one of the best of teachers. We were en- 
tirely satisfied with her school. 

Mr. B. W. Pacxaro, of North Bridgewater, commenced the Win- 
ter school, but owing to some dissatisfaction on the part of the dis- 
trict be did not finish it. Mr. Packard ranks well as a scholar. His 
school appeared well at our visit. Mr. Leanper Wrvurams. fin- 
ished the school, to the satisfaction of the district and the Com- 
miltee. 

DISTRICT NO. 38. 
The Summer school was taught by Miss Emity F. Suirx. She 


gave entire satisfaction, which ts unusual j in this district. 
A. H. Soute taught the Winter school. 


DISTRICT NO.:39. 

This school both Summer and Winter was under the instruction of 
Miss Cuarity Rossins. Miss Robbins labored dilligently to pro- 
mote the interests of her school. This district and No, 38 have now 
been annexed to No. 2. 





In accordance with the policy heretofore adopted by the town, the 
number of the School Districts has been somewhat diminished during 
the last year. Three districts in Kast Middleborough, viz. Nos. 2, 
38, and 39, have been formed into one. This change, together with 
similar changes that have been made from time to time, also the divi- 
sion of the town, have created some confusion in the numbering of 
the districts, and in some cases the Committee believe that the dis- 
trict has no number that has been assigned to it. As each district is 
only legally known by its number, it is of course important that its 
nuniber be established by the town; they would therefore suggest 
the propriety of re-numbering the districts, so that each district should 
have a legal name. 

The town the last year delegated the power of choosing their own 
Prudential Committees, to each district. On this account considera- ° 
ble difficulty was experienced by your Committee, in ascertaining the 
names of the several Prudential Committees, and in several districts 
no Committees were chosen. By this neglect of the districts, the 
duty of employing the teachers devolved upon the School Committee, 
who not being informed in season, were not able in all cases to pro- 
vide such teachers as they would wish. Should this method in future 
be pursued, some measures should be adopted to secure a reasonable 
return to the Town Clerk of the names of the several Prudential 
Committees, 


READING. 


The method of instruction in reading, practised in most of our 
schools, mus. be essentially modified and improved, before we can 
expect our children to become good readers. We may find occasion- 
ally a scholar who will read tolerably well, but this is in conseq uence 
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not of his instruction in school, but of his “aptness to learn in spite of 
such instruction.” 

Our teachers, the past year with a few exceptions, (and we are 
happy to say we have found some prominent exceptions,) have had 
stated times for reading, as they called it, each day, which consisted 
in having aclass open their books, (which perhaps had not been done 
since a previous exercise of the same kind,) and, one at a time, say 
all the words of a long paragraph, and if the pupil should speak any 
of the words wrong, the teacher, who would also have a book and 
“look over,” would speak them for him, as he supposed, according to 
Webster. Then another class would go through the same exercise 
from another book ; and then another, until the whole school was sup- 
posed to have “ read round.” 

This kind of exercise, denominated reading, some teachers have 
had performed once in the forenoon and once in the afternoon, and 
others twice in the forenoon and twice in the afternoon. The School 
Committee are well aware that this method of instruction in reading 
is altogether behind the times ; it gives the pupil no proper idea of the 
subject read; is more likely to beget erroneous than true ideas, and 
has become entirely obselete in all well conducted schools. A column 
of words in the spelling book might be pronounced with about as 
much sense as the words of a paragraph in the First Class Book 
would be, when done in this manner. 

We are not willing to call this reading; it is mere babbling. The 
Committee have made somie effort to improve the method of reading 
in our schools the past year, but with very little success. ‘That 
teachers may know what a proper method of instruction in reading is, 
and what is expected and required of them in this respect,—we re- 
commend to all of them, before they commence another school, to 
read the Fifteenth Annual Report of the Secretary of the Board of 
Education, a copy of which is or ought to be in the hands of the clerk 
of every district in town, or with the Dictionary in the schoo] house, 
as the Committee have recommended, if the clerk should consent to 
keep it there. The Secretary of the Board of Iducation is compe- 
tent authority forall methods of instruction in our public schools. He 
has by law the supervision of all the schools in the State, The stat- 
ute requires him to “apply himself diligently to the object of collect- 
ing information of the condition of the Public Schools; of the fulfil- 
ment of the duties of their office by all members of the School Com- 
mittees, in all the towns, and the circumstances of the several school 
districts in regard to all the subjects of teachers, pupils, books, appa- 
ratus, and methods of education.” 

After showing what are proper exercises in Primary Schools, Dr. 
Sears says: ** We have thus far supposed the child to be employed 
in O.al exercises upon objects. The next great work to be accom- 
plished, much greater and much more unattractive than what has 
gone before, is tolearn how the same language which he has Jearned to 
speak,and which has hitherto been addressed to the ear only,can be rep- 
resented to the eye, and used in the printed form. Here arises one of 
the greatest of all the difficulties which the teacher has to overcome.” 

“Tt isof the utmost consequence, also, to preserve the natural 
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freshness and spirit of language, and prevent its passing from the 
character of a living to that of a dead language, when, instead of be- 
ing the medium of personal intercourse by the voice, it takes on the 
more dignified air of a printed book. This enormous evil in the 
schools reaches far and wide, and spreads itself into a thousand rami- 
fications. The interest which was taken in the exercises of the school, 
when they related to objects, and were conducted by the living voice, 
abates, and is nearly lost, when nothing but dull exercises or dry syl- 
lables and hard words are given, as if to puzzle the ingenuity of the 
learner. The mental faculties, except the memory and the power of 
divination, in respect to the sounds of letters, lie almost dormant. If 
the mind should chance to busy itself much with thought, it will be as 
likely to form false and ludicrous conceptions as right ones, in con- 
nection with the long columns of new and strange words. Reading 
will be the mere putting togeiher of the sounds of syllables, words, 
and sentences, which will call up that ghost known as the genius of 
school reading.” 

“When a child comes to put words together in reading, so as to 
form a sentence, no pains should be spared by the teacher to preserve 
the natural tones of human speech. Children are the most natural 
speakers in the world, and would, without instruction in inflection, 
tone, and emphasis, read well, if they could be made first to feel and 
speak short and easy sentences, like those to be read. Supposea 
sentence to begin with the salutation ‘Good morning.’ The child 
may be directed to repeat the words with such feelings as would nat- 
urally arise in different circumstances. The teacher might say, ‘ Im- 
agine yourself coming from a cold chamber, early in the morning, and 
meeting your brothers and sisters sitting by a cheerfnl fire, bright as 
larks, how would you speak these words to them? If you were to 
enter the room of a sick mother, in what tone would you address these 
words to her? If the weather were dull, and your feelings sad, and 
you were to meet your teacher who had reproved you for some im- 
proper deportment the day before, how would you salute him ? - If, on 
the fourth of July, you should go out early and find your companions 
full of glee, what would be the way in which you would say ‘Good 
morning’ to them? Well, here we are about to read of a. girl, who 
was a little out of humor with her older sister the evening before, and 
now wishes to make amends for it, how would she be likely to speak 
these words to ber sister on approaching her ?’ 

Suppose a quarter of an hour were spent in such an exercise, on a 
single phrase, and the residue of the sentence were left for the next 
exercise, could the time of the teacher and pupil be more profitably 
spent? All that is necessary to ensure natural reading at the outset, 
is to ply the imagination of the child, tll tt has produced the appropriate 
feeling. The tones and inflections will take care of themselves.— 
When the result has been properly brought out, and every one knows 
and feels that the utterance of the words was as it should be, then it 
may be well to note it and record it as a thing ascertained by obser- 
vation. Thus, by constant transitions from reading to speaking and 

‘from speaking to reading,—working every word and thought and im- 
age into the understanding, imagination and feeling of the young reader, 
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dn effectual barrier will be raised against that grotes«ué habit of mouth= 
ing and drawling words which is not yet banished from our schools: _ 

‘The subject of the piece 10 be read, the thoughts conveyed, aud 
the words employed, ought not to be such as to requiré much explan- 
ation. Still the feacher ‘sliould be satisfied with nothing shoft of pos- 
itive evidence that all these are perfectly understood, ‘before any at- 
tempt is made to read the passage alond. But the faults of thie voice, 
and of articulation, will be likely to be so numerous ds fo réquire 
much vocal training. lt is absolutely painful to go into some of thé 
achools and héar the screeching voices, the outlandish and provincial 
yowe! soutids, atid the defective of eXaggérated articulafion which 
constanti¢ offend the ear. The importance of a pure, rich, and pleas 
ant tore of the voice, both in school and in domestic and social life, ig 
rarely estimated as if should be. it is the nataral intérpreter of the 
heart, ahd carries with it agreéable or disagreeable impressions and 
associations, as it bears marks of Bean control, dignity, ¢ gentleness, 
and sweetness, or of the want of all these qualities. A decidedly 
bad management of the voice in ihe teacher should bea bar to’ his 
adniittance fo the school.” 

« Reading in the schools, when properly conducted, has referenée to 
three objects, to an ability to give easy utterance to written lancuage; to 
the acquisition of general knowledge and discipline; and to the power 
of properly expressing thought and feeling by the tones of the voice.’ 

“The vocal reading of a piece, selected for a class exercise in 
reading, should be put “off till it has been miadé a subject of study, of 
instruction, and of recitation. And yet the common practice is to 
read first, and to have the examination and explanatioris come after= 
wards, if they come at all. Visit a school, and propose to hear @ 
class read, and the chances are ten to one, the polite teacher will in- 
vite you to select a piece, as it makes no difference with the teacher 
or pupils; Would an elocutionist do the same, if he were to be the 
performer? If a class can read one piece as well as another, it must 
be a remarkably good or a remarkably poor class. The latter is the 
safer inference. A passage that has not been thoroughly studied can- 
not be read well. How, then, must it be with an explanation of all 
that is contained init? If all the best chapters in oné reading-book 
only, and that not the highest in the series, could be studied in very 
short lessons, with frequent, but diversified reviews, it would do much 
more for genuine education than tripping through a whole series ir 
the light unthinking way which is allowed by the common mode of 
teaching. I know it is said, that children tire of reading the same 
piece twice. That is true: ; and they tire of reading it once. And 
why should they not? What is there in thoughtlessly pronouricing 
‘the words of a paragraph, when one’s turn comes, to interest the 
‘mind? The intellect, the imagination, the taste, the sensibilities are 
unmoved. The mind is nearly inactive, and, of course, vacant. Tu 
successive readings, connected with rew objects of attention and cor- 
responding instruction, the interest of a class would increase every 
‘time, until the subject, or the resources of the teacher, shou!d be ex- 
hausted. A single paragraph might employ a class a week with a dai- 
ly lesson, and the last might be the mest interesting of them all.” 


a = Mes ne 
re, 


os 


0 ack, d es 
Bye wm Fy : 


att ee isabel 





List of Books used in the Schools of Middleborough. 





Russell’s and Goldsbury’s Reader and Speaker, - - 30 
Introdnetion to do. ~~ do. do. « - , 3 
Russell's Sequel to Primary Reader, - - - : 
Russell’s Primary Reader,- - - - - - . 
Russeli’s Introduction to the Primary Reader, - . . 
Russell’s Primer, - - : . ey ee Z : 
Greenleaf’s National Arithmetic, — - - : - : - 
Colburn’s First Lessons, — - - : ‘ a : . 
Mitchell's Geography and=Atlas, Ce a . - : : 
Smith’s Quarto Geography, : - - 4 : z 
Smith's First Book of Geography, - - . - : . 
Smith’s Grammar, : - - “ . - i Z 
Fowle’s Speller, - “ - - - NY sede : 3 


Russell’s Spelling Book, 


Worcester’s Dictionary, = ‘ 


Cutter’s Physiology, - - - - - . ; . 
Cutter’s Sinall Physiology, aie é ; % 
Emerson’s First Part, : - - s - x : 
Small Dictionary, - = - . , 


Goodrich’s History U.S. - 
Goodrich’s History do. - 


EDWARD G. PERKINS, ) 
WM. H. WOOD, 
WM. R. PEIRCE, ‘ Committee. 
AUGUSTUS H. SOULE, | 
STILLMAN BENSON, = J 
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REPORT. 


_ The amount of money raised for schools, for the current year, Was 
$3,000, in addition to the amount of the School Fund received by the 
town, which was $197,76. This was apportioned to the several 
districts in the usual manner, viz: thirty dollars was apportioned to 
each district and the ballance divided amongst the several districts,'in 
proportion to the numberof scholars between the ages of five and 
fifteen. ye 

The Committee wish to call the attention of the Prudential Com- 
mittees to the law requiring all teachers to be examined and approved 
before they commence their schools. ‘It sometimes happens that teach- 
ers are’employed fora part, or fora whole term‘of the school, and 
then application is made to the Examining Committee for a certifi- 
cate. But a teacher cannot legally draw his pay for any portion of 
time, during which he has taught without a certificate, even though he 
may afterwards obtain one. It has no‘retrospective operation. The 
Committee, upon examination of a teacher, at the close ‘of school 
cannot officially say what were his qualifications at the ‘commence- 
ment, nor can they ante-date a certificate. The consequence is, that 
if a certificate is given under such circumstances, the Town Treasurer 
‘cannot receive it and pay over the wages of the teacher, without 
making himself personally liable for the sum s0 illegally paid. So, 
too, should a teacher who had commenced his school without a certif- 
icate, undertake to exercise the prerogatives of a teacherin chastising 
a disobedient scholar, it is doubtful if he could defend himself, in the 
event of a prosecution instituted against him in a court of law on an 
action for damages, by pleading the relation of pupil and teacher, be- 
‘cause he has not complied with the legal reyuirements to constitute 
himself a teacher. 

Applications are sometimes made to the several members of the 
Committee, for certificates, without submitting the candidate to an ex- 
amination before the board, under the supposition that each member 
of the Committee can satisfy himself of the qualifications of a candi- 
date, without the joint action of the Committee. This has, in one or 
two instances, been done’ But, upon consideration, we deem it irreg- 
ular, and not 2 full compliance with the law. The law requires thet 
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the Committee shal: act in concert, as a regularly organized board, 
When thus acting, their acts are recorded. It is therefore desirable 
that all candidates should he presented for examination at the first 
meetings, which are called for that purpose, in order that if not ap- 
proved, their places may be supplied, and to avoid the necessity of 
frequent meetings of the Committee. 


In accordance with a suggestion made in a former Report of the 
School Committee, the districts have been re-numbered by the town, 
so that the numbers range in regular succession fiom 1 to 22; twenty- 
two being the present number of districts in town. ‘To effect this, but 
few changes were necessary. ‘The new district in Eddyville formed 
by the union of 38, 39 and 2,is called No.2. That in the Lowlands, 
formerly 36, is now No. 15. The district formed by the union of 40 
and 17, in the southerly part of the town, is No. 17; and No, 23, the 
district in which Daniel Alden lives, is No. 22. The other numbers 
remain as before. 


Your Committee are of the opinion, that the town should soon take 
some action in relation to the school districts, either by defining their 
boundaries more specifically, or by abolishing them altogether. The 
Jaw requires, that if a town be divided into districts, it must be done 
by a “ geographical} division,” establishing lines and boundaries. ‘This, 
we suppose, was originally done in our town, but so many changes 
have from time to time been made, and the records of those changes 
extend through so many years, that itis with much difficulty tbat the 
recorded evidence of the boundaries can be asceriained. 


The following statistics we take from the Report of the Secretary 
of the Board of Education :— 


Number of Public Schools in the State, 4,163 
Number of persons in the State between five and fifteen years of age, 206,625 
Number of scholars, of all ages, in all the Bublic Schools in summer, 186,628 


Number of scholars, of all ages, in all the Public Schools in winter, 199,447 
Number of different persons employed as teachers in the Public 
Schools during the year—males, 1,932; females, 5,)65; total, 7,098 
Average length of Public Schools, seven months and sixteen days. 
Average wages of male teachers per month, including board, $37 76 
Average wages of female teachers per month, including board, 15 88 
Amount of money raised by taxs for the support of Public Schools, 
including only the wages of teachers, board and fuel, 1,013,472 26 


All the towns and cities returned have raised $1.50 or more for each 
child between five and fifteen. 
Value of Pubiic School-houses as returned by School Committees, 
April, 1854, 4,576,457 26 
Amount annually expended, exclusive of the support of Collegiate 
Institutions and Protessional Schools, to promote popular education 
in Massachusetts, not less than 2,283,554 00 


The condition of the Schools in the several districts has been as 
follows :~— 


= 
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DISTRICT NO. 1. 


The Summer school was taught by Miss Ancetrne F. Tuompson. 
At our first visit, we found her doing weil fora young teacher, but 
after a few weeks we were informed that the school was not managed 
properly, and on our second visit we found that she failed in discipline. 
We then told her she must keep better order and be more particular 
to have good lessons, after which there was a manifest improvement. 
At the close, her classes appeared well, particularly her primer class. 

The Winter school was under the tutelage of Mr. Wittram H. 
Gace, who discharged his duties with areal faithfulness and self- 
denial ; consequently he was very successful in developing the young 
minds entrusted to his care. The ease and clearness with which he 
conveys his ideas, his undaunted perseverance and his literary qualifi- 
cations all conspire to fit him for a situation in a school of a much 
higher order. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


This District now comprises what were formerly Districts Nos. 2, 
38 and 39. The people of the District have moved one of their 
school houses on to a very suitable lot procured for the purpose near 
the centre of the District, and fitted it up in good shape, though not 
quite large enough to accommodate all the scholars. 

The Summer school was successfully taught by Mr. F. M. Honaes, 
who was peculiarly fitted for the management of this school, at this 
time. 

The Winter term was instructed by Mr. Tuomas Weston, Jr, a 
young man of elevated moral sentiments and superior literary qualifi- 
sation He discharged his duties with a good degree of fidelity and 
pront. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


The Summer school in this District was commenced, under ra 
ble circumstances, by Miss Eriza C. Suurtcers, but owing to illness, 
she was obliged to give it up. She was succeeded by Miss Lucy 
Putnam, who gave good satisfaction, we believe. 


The Winter school is now progressing under the faithful guidance 
of Mr. F. M. Honegs. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Miss Jutia M. Caswe t very faithfully, skillfully and successfully 
conducted the Summer school here. Ler pupils exhibited at the close 
a commendable improvement. She is a valuable teacher. 

The Winter school was taught by Mr. Jacos F. Hott. Mr. Holt 


was industrious and thorough in the school room, and kept a good 
school. 


DISTRICT NO. 


This is a small school, averaging in ae 8; and in the Winter, 
10 scholars. Miss WEHIES ¥. Pieviipadé suthacted the school, Sum: 
mer and Winter, the Committee think very profitably. 
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¥ DISTRICT NO. 6. 

The Summer school was taught by Miss Aperinr V. Woob. 
Miss Wood was aware of the duties and obligations of a teacher and 
‘endeavored to perform them. 

The Winter term was taught by Mr. A. H. Sovte. The progress 
of the school was impeded for a time, in consequence of a part of the 
parents and scholars having prejudged their teacher, and some made 
objection that his method of teaching was new, that they could not 
understand it, did not see the use of it, &c. But a part of the schol- 
ars soon withdrew, after which the school made good progress. The 
method that he pursued was to teach his pupils to give a reason for 
each process, to tell what they knew and how they knew it, thereby 
teaching them principles, developing the reasoning powers, and edu- 
‘cating the whole mind, instead of burdening the memory with ab- 
stract rules. 

Dinan LINO. 7. 


Miss Harriet C. Barpen taught here in the Summer. It was her 
first school and she was very successful. There were traits in her 
method of governing and teaching which plainly indicate that she will 
become an eminent teacher, if she pursues the business. 

Mr. Harrison Crarxk kept the Winter school satisfactorily. He is 
a teacher of large experience and celebrity. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Miss Trene A. Tuomas kept the Summer school. She is well 
qualified, but did not exhibit so much energy in teaching or discipline, 
as is necessary to produce the most profitable results ina school. It 
was her first effort in teaching. 

Mr. N. Morton Ransom was the teacher in Winter. Mr. Ransom 
was very diligent and faithful; he kept good order and a profitable 
school. 

DISTRICT NO. 9 


Is a half ‘district and was superintended the past year by the School 
Committee of Carver. 
DISTRICT NO, 10. 


The Summer term was’taught by Miss E. M. Brenson, and we be- 
lieve to general ‘satisfaction. 

The Winter term is being taught by Mr. Lor S. Lucas, not having 
yet closed, it being the second Winter he has devoted to the interests 
of this school. We think him to be untiring ih his efforts for the ad- 
vancement of his scholars, and he cannot fail to accomplish much 
good for those that are favored with his instructions. A 

DISTRICT NO. 11. 

Miss Saran A. Tinkuam conducted the Summer term, a young la- 
‘dy of experience, and possessing good qualifications fora teacher, 
and we believe good improvement was made in her school. 

Mr. CuArtes F. ApEn taught the Winter term. His services 
eave general satisfaction. 
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DISTRICT NO. 12, 


This school was taught in Summer, by Miss Ziteppa M, Lane, who, 
exhibited a degree of interest in the improvement of her scholars in 
those branches of study taught in her school, but she seemed to be 
unable to secure that good order and attention that she undoubtedly 
desired. 

The Winter term was taught by E. G. Perxins, one of your School 
Committee. No other member of the Committee visited this school. 
The teacher will only say that he finds. it much more difficult to teach 
a school as it should be, than it is to ¢ell how to do it. Mr. F. M. 
Hodges, one of your School Committee elect for the ensuing year, 
visited this school and stayed through the day. The teacher has re- 
ceived a line from him since, in which he says, “‘ On leaving your 
school at the close of the day, I was satisfied that the school was do- 
ing well, and had made more improvement, especially in reading, the. 
present Winter, than any other school within my knowledge.” 


DISTRICT NO. 13 


Was taught in the Summer by Miss Jutta A. THomas, who zealously 
labored for the improvement cf her pupils; andin the Winter by Mr. 
JosrpH E. Brats, whom we believe to be an able teacher, though 
there seemed to be some deficiency in the government of his school. 


DISTRICT NO, 14. 

Miss Martua E. Hotes, who. ranks with our best female teach-. 
ers, taught a valuable school here in the Summer; and Mr. Georcr 
Z. Apams did well in the Winter school for a beginner. 

DISTRICT NO. 16. 

This District has been very fortunate the past year in its teachers. 
Miss M. Extten Tuomas, a lady of peculiar aptness for teaching, con- 
ducted the Summer school, to the general satisfaction of the District ; 
and Mr. F. M. Hopezs,—as he does wherever he teaches,—kept an 
excellent school in the Winter. 

DISTRICT NO. 17. 

This school was conducted in the Summer by Miss Resecca A. 
BENNETT, and in the Winter by Miss Saran B. Tuatcuer. The 
school was taught a part of the time in one house and a part in the 
other, the District being composed of what formerly were known as 
two districts ; the school houses continue to remain as they were be- 
fore their annexation. We think it would be for the interests of the 
scholars if there was a more suitable and central place in which they 
could meet for instruction. 

DISTRICT NO. 18: 

Miss Mary L, Trnxuam has had charge of the Primary Department 
for several years. Miss Tinkham well sustains her former reputation 
in this school. 

Miss DeBorau Gispy has taught the Intermediate Class through 
the year, we believe to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. 

Mr. F. M. Hopces, the veteran teacher, conducted the Spring 
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term, and Miss BarusHesa Witper the Fall term in the Upper De- 
partment. The Winter term of this class was under the care of Mr. 
Epwin Grover, who possessed ample literary acquirements, and ap- 
parently oll necessary qualifications, for a teacher, but he had no ex- 
perience in teaching, and evinced so much indiscretion in governing 
his school, that he gave pretty general dissatisfaction throughout the 
district. With the consent of the District Committee, he obtained 
Mr. R. A. Perce to take his place for the three last weeks of the 
term. 


DISTRICT NO. 19. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Carortine D. Bump. The 
school appeared very well, when visited by the Committee. 

The Winter term by Mr. Warren H.Soutnawortu. He gave good 
satisfaction, and kept a very orderly and well disciplined school. 


DISTRICT NO. 20. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Eve.tine L. Sampson. 
She had previously taught one school in Bridgewater, with much 
commendation, and your Committee believe she has fully sustained 
her former reputation. 

The Winter term was taught by Rev. Mr. Tanpy. Through some 
mistake, the Committee were not notified of the commencement of 
the school, and therefore it was not visited until near the close. When 
visited, it appeared well. 


DISTRICT NO. 2t. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Aucusta M. Snaw. 
The Winter term was taught by Mr. J. B. Reap. 


DISTRICT NO. 23. 


Both the Summer and Winter terms were tanght by Miss Carrie 
E. Weston, and with much success. Your Committee were much 
pleased with the good order and decorum exhibited in this school, 
whenever it was visited; and the more so, as tlie school of the preced- 
ing Winter, nnder another teacher, was so disorderly that the whole 
Winter term was not completed. 


DISTRICT NO. 36. 


Miss Puitenra A. Witsur was the teacher of the Summer school. 

In Winter, Mr. Leanper Wittiams instructed. He was honest 
and faithful in doing his duty, and inspired his pupils with the same 
sentiments in doing theirs. The school was a piofitable one, 


EDWARD G. PERKINS, } 

WM. H. WOOD, 

WM. R. PEIRCE, ‘ Committee. 
AUGUSTUS H. SOULE, 

S'ILLMAN BENSON, | 


MIDDLEBORO: 
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REPORT, 


To the Citizens of Middleboro’: 


GENILEMEN :—So far as your Committee have been able they have 
discharged their duty according to the requirements of law, and beg 
leave to subinit the following Report :— 

If our idea of the object of having an annual report from the School 
Committce be correct, it is not so much to inform you what has been 
done by the committee as a body or as individuals, as it 13 to inform you 
of the present state of the schools, and to lay before you such facts and 
suggestions as would, if complied with, help to elevate them. It has 
been remarked that the public schools in this town are twenty years be- 
hind the times. We think during the past year they have come up 
nearer to the times: still your committee are painfully convinced that 
much remains yet to be done before the public schools of this town will 
occupy their proper position. 

After a brief account of the state of the schools during the past year, 
we propose to state some facts and make some suggestions relative to the 
meaus necessary to be used to promote their best interest. 

The following is as correct and brief an account of the condition of 
the schools during the past year as is possible to secure under the pres- 
ent mode of supervision : 


NO. 1, BOULE DISTRICT. 


This school was taught in the Summer by Miss Hannan K. 
Prince. It was her first effort. She is well qualified, and we think 
will make an eminent teacher. In the Winter, the district enjoyed the 
services of their favorite teacher, Mr. Wm. H. Gace. This was his third 
term. Such a permanency is the highest recommendation a teacher can 
haveand also proves beneficial to the district. Mr. Gage’s thorough meth- 
od of teaching, especially spelling and grammar, was highly commendable. 


NO. 2, WATERVILLE. 


The union of three districts makes this one of the largest schools 
in town. Many in the district supposed it would require a male teach- 
er all the time, but the committee are happy to say that the Summer 
term was successfully taught by a female, Miss Serena F. Woop. 
The Winter term was taught by Mr. Warren H. Souruwortu, well 
known as a successful teacher. 
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NO. 3, THE GREEN. 


This school was taught during the Summer term by Miss Caro- 
tinE E. Morrison and the Winter term by Mr. Epwarp G. PER- 
KINS. Miss Morrison sustained a most satisfactory examination before 
the committee, and appeared to be thoroughly versed in the branches of 
education usually taught in our common schools. When first visited by 
the committee, the school appeared well; but she soon complained of 
the disorderly conduct of some of the pupils, and although the influence 
of the committee was brought to her aid, she became so much discour- 
aged because she could not make her school conform to her idea of what 
a school should be, that she resigned her situation, more dissatisfied her- 
self, than the committee or the district were with the degree of her suc- 
cess. 

Mr. Perkins, in the Winter, gave general satisfaction to the district. — 
He does not profess to be intimately acquainted with the modern im- 
provements in teaching Grammar and Geography, but his thorough and 
interesting manner of teaching Reading and Arithmetic and the funda- 
mental principles of Grammar are worthy of imitation. 


NO. 4, NAMASKET VILLAGE. 


Miss Carotinz D. Bump taught the Summer term with a very 
good degree of success, so good, that we understand her services have 
been engaged for the ensuing summer. 

The Winter term was most successfully taught by Mr. W. F. Dur- 
GIN, who gave himself wholly to the work; and thereby, as might nat- 
urally be expected, was eminently useful. Mr. D spared so pains to se- 
cure the interest of his pupils in their studies. When he could not do it 
in one way, he tried another, thus bringing to his aid all justifiable means 
that could be used as motives to induce his pupils to study. The best 
interest of the school and district he labored to secure, both in the school 
and out of it. The closing examination was in the highest degree satis- 
factory to the committee, and the exhibition in the evening such as might 
have honored any New England Academy. Asa teacher we anticipate 
for Mr. D. a most brilliant and successful career and only hope the dis- 
trict may be fortunate enough to secure his services for another Winter. 


NO. 5, NORTH DISTRICT. 


Miss Lrzzrz C. Woop taught the Summer term, and though it was 
her first attempt at teaching, she succeeded quite well. 

In the Winter, Mr. Erpripce CusuMan taught here his first school 
and gave good satisfaction. 


NO. 6, THOMPSON DISTRICT. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Junra M. Caswentn. We 
think all in the district will bear testimony that this was a profitable 
school. It gives us pleasure to know that the people in this district ap- 
preciate a good school. 

The Winter school was under the charge of Mr. Jonn Nurtina, 
whose literary qualifications are good, but for want of experience and 
natural ability to communicate, he did not succeed. He might have 

succeeded, perhaps, in a smaller school, ‘lhis is one of our largest and 
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ost schools, and with the deo» interest taken in the school by the pa- 
rents we trust # will continue to progress. 


NO. 7, ROCKY MEADOW, 

This distri¢t being very small enjoyed the advantages of only one 
erm's schooling during the year. Mr. Lor S. Lucas taught three 
months in the Fall, and gave very good satisfaction to #he district anu 
committe. 


NO. 8, THOMASTOWN, 

The Summer term was taught by Miss Loursa M. Barker. We 
learn thet the district was very well satisfied "She school anpéared well 
et each visit of the committce,-much better ‘than could reasenably be 
expected, considering the stinted size of the schodl room 

Mr. K. T. Prarr kad charge of the Winter ‘term, and, as might bs 
expected from hisformerr2putation es one of the school tommiitee of 
Carver, and for years a successful teacher, he taught as good a sthool a$ 
possible with so poor accommodations. 


NO.‘9, POPE'S POINT. 
- ‘This is a very small distritt and contained in thé Spring only throé 
school children. These have, as has been customary, taken their money 
find received theit schooling in Carver And we are glad to learn that 
thoy have recenthy boen set off from Middleboro, to join the Carver dis- 
Arict. 


NO. 10, SOUTH MIDDLEBORO. 

The Sittmer term was under the care of Miss Juris A. Tomas, 
tyho, by her faithfulness, gave good satisfaction to the district. 

Cant. Iettasop F. Arwoop, well known in this part of the county as 
an original and successful teacher, had charge of the Winter term. Mr. 
A. feels interested in the public schools, and if teaching were his business 
he would take a high stand as a practical educator. 


NO. 11, FRANCE. 
Miss Lizare M. Benson taught the Sumer school. She was a good 
eacher, and well qualified for the profession. Her school appeared to 
have made good progress in all the branches taught. 
Me. W. Emory. Wuire very successfully taught his first school here, 
in the Winter. His government and mode of instruction were good. 


NO. 12, HIGHLANDS. 

Tke Summer schooi, under the charge of Miss Hasaptam Kk. CuarMan 
was satisfactory in every respect, both to the distret and committee.— 
‘Yhis has been regarded for several years as a bad school to govern, but 
through the influence of Miss C.’s mode of discipline and affection for her 
pupils it appears very well disposed, and reflects honor upon itself, dis- 
trict and teacher. 

The Winter term was taught by Mr. Narwanren 8S. Cusuins with 
somewhat less of sucess, thoigh Mr. C. labored hard to make himsolf 
useful, 
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NO. 13, ROCK. 

Miss Lucy A. Coss tanght the Summer term, and was quite sucesss- 
ful in maintaining good discipline, imparting instruction and securing the 
love of her pupils. “Ihe school appeared well, considering the great ir- 
regularity of the pupils. 

Tae Winter term was taught by Mr. Vinci THomrson, from Bridge- 
water Normal School. This was his first attempt at teaching, and so 
well did he succeed that the committee have no scruples to say that, in 
their opinion, Mr. Thompson has selected the profession for which he is 
eminently qualified and adapted. The reading in this school was unusu- 
ally good, and there were visible evidences of remarkable proficiency in 
ail the studies pursued. We are glad to learn that the people of the 
district are about building a good commodious school house, and we 
hope their enterprise and regard for their children may excite in the 
hearts of the people of several other districts a desire to “ go and do 
likewise.”’ 

NO. 14, FALL BROOK. 

The Summer school in this district was taught by Miss Susan N. 
Brices. Miss Briggs is a thorough and accomplished scholar, and this, 
her first effort, was very creditable to her as a teacher. 

The first month of the Winter term was taught by Maj. Brancu Hanr- 
Low, who labored (as all teachers should,) untiringly for his pupils.— 
Having taught in the same district and school house forty-five years ago, 
he perceived that a great change had taken place. Not only had the 
“fingers of time’’ changed the features of the school house, and the peo- 
ple of the district its locality, but the faces and manners of the pupils 
were likewise changed; and more especially the latter. Questions 
which then were properly answered by Yes, sir, or No, sir, Mr. Harlow 
now found were answered by a nod, or shake of the head, and the words 
“ thank you”’ and ‘please, sir’? had become obsolete. To 1estore these 
words to their proper place and to inculcate in the minds of his pupils a 
disposition to reverence superiors and to be mannerly in the school room, 
and to each other, Mr. H labored with much success. Your committee 
are of opinion that a few weeks of the same kind of instruction would be 
profitable to each of the schools in town. Mr. Harlow did not think 
proper to keep the school only till another good teacher could be found ; 
lence, when Mr. Howarp had closed his schcel in No. 16 he cntered 
into Mr. Harlow’s labors and finished the scheol. Asa whole, the school 
was very profitable to the district. 


NO. 15, LOWLANDS. 


The school in this district, during the school year, was placed under the 
care of Miss Juria M. Caswert, an eminent teacter and worthy of her 
vocation. She was faithful in the discharge of her duty and beloved by 
her pupils. 

NO. 16, WAPPANUCKET. 
The Summer term was taught by Miss Harrrer C. Barpey, who has 


peculiar qualifications for a teacher and maintains the reputation which 
she had previously acquired. 


yf 
% 


Mr, A. S Howanp taught the Winter school. We know it to have 
been a very excellent school, because universal satisfaction was expressed 
by all concerned. Mr. H. possesses vety excellent qualifications for a 
teacher and took a deep interest in the welfare of all the schools in town. 
lt is hopeé his services may be secured for another year. 


NO. 17, THE NECK, 


The Sumer term was faught by Miss Martrua B. Atre*. This 
was her first school. She satisfied the committee and district s0 well 
that early measures were taken to seture her services for the Winter term. 
In the Winter she was no less successful. 


NO. 18, FOUR CORNERS, 


Miss Many L. Trxxiram and. Miss Denoran Gispy have taught here 
during the past year with the same degree of success as in former years, 
Miss Tinkham’s room has at times been too much erowded with pupils, 
owing mainly to the fact, that many ¢hildren have been sent to the school 
at tou carly an age. If this evil should continue, it may be necessary for 
the committee to specify an age, under which children cannot be received. 

In the Middle school, Vocal Music has been taught by Mr. EpENrzER 
Woo, whose peculiar abilities and knowledge of music have rendered 
his services highly beneficial to the school and satisfactory to the district 
and committec. 

Mr. Epwarp G PERKINS, so well known as a teacher and as a mem- 
ber, formerly, of the school committee, taught in the upper room during 
the Summer term. Mr. O, P. FuLLER was engaged during the Fall and 
Winter terms, assisted, during the Winter term, by Miss Harrier B. 

RouNsEVILLE. Mr, Fuller has given universal satisfaction (a thing not 
always attained in this district, ) to parents anél scholars. Miss Rounse- 
ville, the committee beheve to be a thorough and successful teacher, se- 
curing the confidence and regard of her pupijs and drilling them thor- 
oughly in the rudiments of knowledge. 


NO. 19, PURCHADE. 


The Sumnicr term was under the care of Miss Armrra F. Pa RTRIDGE, 
an enthusiastic and somewhat suecessful teacher. 

Mr. Henry A. Cranpatt taught the Winter term with entire satis- 
faction to the district and committee. Mr. Crandall was one of our 
best teachers and we hope his services may be enjoyed again in town. 


NO. 20, TITICUT EAST. 

The Summer term of this school was taught by Miss Lucra A. Draxg. 
She labored earnestly for the improvement of her pupils and thereby was 
successful in her discipline and instruction. She would, however, have 
won more readily the love of her pupils, if she had been more free and 
social with them, especially the younger part of them. 

‘The Winter term was kept by Mr. CHartes F. Atpren, who, being 
an experienced and successful teacher, rendered himself highly useful to 
the school and district. 


NO 21; TITICUT WEST: 

The Prudential Committee of this district has becn very forturate 7? 
expending the money, to furnish, with so small a sum} so many weeks 
of good schooling. 3 

The Summer term'was taught by Miss Apatine V. Woop, with much 
honor to herself and profit to her pupils. 

The Winter term was most profitably taught by Miss Heinen L. Saw, 
a very amiable and worthy young lady, who is respected for her worth 
in her own district. The older male member® of the school, thongh un- 
der the tuition of a female, deserve the name of gentlemen for their good 
behavi r. 


Nowe) arcu lssOU Li: 


Miss Saran D. Wurre, ore’ of our most accomplished teachet's, had 
charge of the school during the Summer term. Miss’ White lives in the 
district, which is an evidence that her good qualitics are duly appreciated 
near home. 

The Winter term was taught by Rev. L. Tanpy, a mentber of the 
echool committee, of whose services the other members of the committce 
take the liberty to say: that under his care and instruction the school! 
made very rapid progress. With many years’ experience as a teacher of 
the young, Mr. Tandy was prepared when ke entered the school to do 
much more for his pupils than a young and inexperienced man could 
possibly do. We are pleased to learn that his labors were properly 
estimated by the pupils and district. 


The Table on the opposite page presents at one view some of the most 
important facts not given in the reports of the sey cral districts. 



















































































goarF | FOOLS ) GEESL GILG | 109 GIF) OU FTL |. Ou BFE \9°69/ 8°38! OL! ¢19 |#26| GPS | C92) GEL SPOLLE | 
lft (och | Fea lost |ét ow loos | ort [os loz |Fo joa | 18 |es | Fe LOT | Beare 
GEES | 000! | 09g | cog |6F 9ej|000% | 0OOL (Fe |Og 12s 6I |e FZ | FE | IS: 66981 | I 
COST | cksl | 00S | 09g |#FI | 8s | 50SE | OORT 10'S | SE | 66 ige |¥8 | 1b | 38 | 88 | CZESIL | «OG 
CORP | G6PFI | COT Gos (68 | 93/0088 | G00E (LB /¢o8 | 63 | Fr | GF Oe | S&F GF ZEGST |. GT 
2eee | cL9S | SF] | oovs |F |S 1000S | 0006 1 FE 09 | 98 EZ beOG 7-60 b PeSat Cl hd) | 
o19z loLse | els joes (er jie |000c | 000% jos jog | Fr | 98 [9g |eo | Se (ee “PIN (O9T6L | St 
w¢1Z 1oo6l | 022 -|og9- (St | ce |ooor | v0es 113158 | TL 188 | 28 (8h [FO | Lb oD | 
C90¢. |9FTS-| COG | COTTE | 91. | ST 00ST | MOFT (O08 | FE | 0G | ST | SE | Se 83 | 6S | 90 G6 LT 
1B tle) 266 fot |0Z@ |— {St }voor | OOST [OT 10% | | ST | Ls | ss.) 06 | Ie c9 SOI OT 
ce¥S | FPP | OFO | 00 |— | Et | 000% | COST (OF |ST | SI} OL 196 | FI | 0G | St OF G6" st 
Uigél |e66 | 86s |c9g |@I- 10% |00Gh | 00ZT [9G | OF | 65) LG | GE FE | 08 | 08 | he a ee | 
sees icooe | Fig |oekl |9 | EL ;OOFS | OOLI [FB 1 g'g | TE | 9G | GE GE | Oe | FE LLgit | €I 
6991: {Orel | vor joc, |S |Z | 00GS | OOFT (9S |O'E | FE} GS | er IP | 08 | CE eaDegy EL See es 
2004 |ITET | cee [OSS {EL | EI | 000% | ONZE se |OF | 23,93 | Ze | 9E | 8s | TE LF OF It 
Ip 1S /0FS1 | 498 | COL | SI [OT |00Lm | OODT (9% joe | ke | 9s | OF | 8 | S| 18 16 TL] GT 
—e Loe Se Wiggers gece eee Cae | -- Saat ie Ro came (OOF = cca 00 9T 6 
Opyi |091S | -0Fo | 072 18 [ST |00Le | OOLT 10-8 | SE) 064 ST | 08.) 965) 8S |e ec6IT | 8 
ee oo oet eeT = (00 Fs Baio ONIN De Grek rome ie renal a aoe L6GF 4 
£61 (92 oL¢ [098 jOL | 98 |000e. | 000% |LE1oF | 88) 8s | Fr |Ay | Se | SF ol ost 9 
CLSL--| 009 OCI |0zE |6 |¢ |00¢s | 008 |S3408)6 4% jar 18 (6 | 8 06 9¢T c 
9261 10602 | 092 | O0GL | GZI| 2% |G08S | OOFL- | OV iLF | 6S | Fe (8h | FE | FP OS | 99 003 b 
Sell |9F¢ Iie loze |zi {2 |oo0g | ooBL [se oe | Ge |; Be | Sr | Fh | Fe | OF | SL SLI & 
OS OF [ores | oslt |oztl1 |— [eI |00¢s* | COBI jz°¢ OP 2 08 (8h FP | 9G | OF | LL L1G 6 
96128 |!cosee | oog logs ler |e | 00 gee | GOLTS (08 | 7'b1 GS ST el 1841 SSE1 RS FS | 90ezI8 | I 
“som was [Nia | was | MA | wns) VaanNTM | -FaRMRAS| Om | wus) wal | wus/orm | wes /wmimms| oma | Ey 
Bete aries cicoeens *s-o1asqe sfep oe i aes TINOW uz } ais ueusa ‘QOUEpPUd} cco me 1 en yore 03 pojvrudoidde 5° 


Aaucoyg jo yunoay 


geo, LQuo~ jo yunomy eToum Aq ysor FAYqy-td Aq syzteta |SEAVOVAL JO SHDVM| Jo y.duay | 38 eBeaeay |-pryo JO “ON |-PL:-WOjo “ON 








{0. 


The following remarks, from the Thirteenth Annual Report of 
the Secretary of the Board of F nducation, én the subject of school 
supervision, in this State, are, in the opinion of your Commitiee, 
entirely conclusive :— . 

“The highest success of a school depends on the concurrence of 
a variety of Causes. Amorg these, none arc more important than 
high qualifications in the teacher. We may with as much truth 
affirm that the teacher is the vital organ of the school, as. the 
Athenian poet did that ‘men are the bulwark of a city.’ “All the 
other provisions of a school are subordimated to this. Neither 
large appropriations of money, nor well-constructed and well-fur- 
i shed horses, nor regularity ‘of attendance, nor spirit and zeal on 

the part of parents, nor careful supervision by committees, will be 
of any avail, if, to crowk the whole, the teacher be not qualified 
for his task. His mind and heart will give tone and character to 
the entire school. By his penetration are the ¢apacities and intel- 
Jectreal state of the pt#pils to be discovered. * * He should know 
the principles on which the mind ts to be traifed, as well as the 
subjects on which istruction is to be given. Irom him, too, must 
enrarate the influence which shall produce a well-orga: Lized little 
community, Inspiring a love of improvement, a sense of propriety, 
and aw enthusiasm extending to all the apprspriate duties of the’ 
schoolrecom. Nothing is more certain than that the schools them- 
selves vary with the varying character of their teachers. Indeed, 
these are to the schools what generals are to an army. It is very 
plain, then, that the selection and appointment of teachers is a 
matter of such paramount importance as to require the utmost 
caution in adjusting the appointing power. 

“Phe fact, so abundantly attested, that an unfortunate selectior 
of teachers is often, very often, still made in this Commonwealth,, 
is one which demands serious consideration. ‘That the people of 
Massachusetts, who are ¢conomical even to a proverb, should al- 
low so much money to be thrown away annually upon worthless 
or nearly worthless teachers, might well exciteour wonder. That 
a people so intellectual should commit the intellectual culture of 
their children so frequently to unskilful hands, is truly anomalous 
and almost incredible. ‘There must be some strange infelicity in 
the organization of the system of agencies employed, or in some- 
thing else that lies beyond the control ef the community, OF an 
evil so palpable and so great would be no longer endured. And it 
is actually so. ‘The people are not satisfied in this particulars, but 
utter complaints, loud and oft-repeated, that those artificers who: 
‘form the common mind’ should be so unskilfully chosen. There 
is an almost universal desire that some other arrangement be 
made, which shall secure for the generality of the schoo!s a better 
class of teachers. In many schools, and in many towns, no 
change of this sort is needed. 
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“Tt is not alysolutely necessary. as is sometimes supposed, that 
“any new law be passed, authorizing towns to chenge the organi- 

zation of their schools or ef their committees. hey have this 
power to a sufficient extent already. ‘The difficulties that are ex- 
perienced are limited mostly to those towns which adhere to the 
<listrict system, and consequently have two sets of committees,— 
district committees and town committees. ‘The practical evils 
most deeply felt are the complexity of the process by which teach- 
‘ers are engaged, and the unhappy erder in which the respective 
committees are obliged to act. Buteven here the districted towns 
have all the requisite power, without abolishing tue districts, to 
administer the necessary relief... The law does not make it the 
duty of the prudential committee to select the teacher. On the 
contrary, it imposes this duty on the snperintending committee, 
unless the town, in addition to the appointment of a prudential 
committee, éevolves it upon the latter by a special vote. By 
merely omitting to pass such a vote, the town would place the 
whole business of procuring teachers in the hands of the superin- 
tending cormmittee.  *" *  * 

“The point before us does not respect the existence of pruden- 
tial committees, but the expediency of devolving upon them the 
choice of teachers. * * * 

‘“'The office is not generally supposed to be one which requires 
much experience, or any uncommon qualifications ; and therefore, 
it is thought there is no resson for confining it for successive years 
to a single individual,-er toa small number. As there ts but one 
such agent in a district, the change of the incumbent is very liable 
to bring with it a change of measures. ‘The school committee of 
the town is, by a very natural course of things, a more permanent 
body. ‘lhe number ef persons from whom the choice 1s ordinari- 
ky made is smaller. ‘The same individual, if upon trial he prove 
40 be competent, wifi in most cases be reappointed. Aud even 
when a change is made, it rarely extends to the whole committee 
at once. Consequently it 1s to be expected that this committee 
will have something like a settled policy. ‘his of itself would 
tend to give a similar character to the schools during successive 
years. But mostof all would it increase the probability that good 
teachers would be retained for a long period in the same schools. 
"The frequent change of teachers is becoming a great evil. Child- 
ren, instead of being led steadily on in one continued process, are 
taught a few months after one method, and then after another, in 
a manner that is destructive of all solid attainment and correct 
mental training. Any arrangement, which should secure to the 
pupil the benefit of a sfeady course of training on some one meth- 
od, would be hailed by parents and the friends of education with 
joy. But so long as a new contracting agent is brought in every 
year, it were vain te expect much uniformity. 
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* Besides, the superinteuding committee is, asa general thurs, 
eomposed of men better qui alified to select fewer than district 
ugents are. It may, in some dnstances, be otherwise. The pei 
sons elected to this office are chosen from a much larger commu- 
nity. ‘ihe election itself, by the town, is a more formal and pub- 
he act. ‘They are generally men distinguished as experienced 
teachers, or as men of education, possessing some peculiar fitness 
for thetr office. Heing more conversant with the subject of educa- 
tion, they will, it is®atural to suppose, not only attach greater im- 
portance to the office of vane teachers, but exercise a caution 
“und discretion in sdiecting them which are rarely exercised by prue 
dential committees. Having, moreover, the matter in charge for 
all the districis of the town, they will hardly fail to take itup sys- 
aes aud attend to It ina regular mauner aud in the proper 
seasot 

elt tie those qualifications whith fit men for the office of 
superimtend.ng committee, fit them for secking out the best teach- 
ers. * * * ‘The number of studies, their selection, the order in 
which ther are to be pursued, and ts adapta ation of books, beth to 
the subjects of which they treat and to the age, mental habits and 
attainments of the pupils, are all subjects for bis consideration.— 
Bt whocuan form a good judgment on these points, is already in 

a situation to tell what kind of teacher 1s needod. 

* According to the existing practice itcan hardly be said that 
the examining committee has any eee in the selection of teach= 
ers. Not only is its power negative, as if was intended to be, but 
there is generally an wohappy train of circvistances which pres 

ents the aie of even that power. But one individual is pre» 
Krted to be examined for a given school. If he be rejected, there 
is no certainty that a better candidate willnextappear. Possibly, 
one Who is inferior will be offered. The time for commencing the 
school may have arrived already. A delay in opening the school 
may appear quite inexpedient. ‘Thus, ithe chances may, upon the 
whole, appear as much iv faver of approving the first candidate 
that is presented, though he be confessedly unqualified for the of 
fiee, as of taking any oa course. On this point, the school com- 
inittees have for the past few years spoken out in their reports, 
With a unanimity and en eve which demand particular atten= 
tion. Nor are these the only or chief embarrassments. ‘The cans 
didate, when presented by the district agent, and supported both 
by him and by the certificates which he exhibits, persuades hin 
se fithat he has ajustclaim to the approval of the committee of 
examination, and consequently regards himself as an ijured man, 
if it isdenied him. Perhaps he will plead for a second trial, and 
lveanwhile will review his studies, and induce his friends to in- 
tereede for him; aud it is fortunate if he and the prudential com- 
Mittee do not originate a party that would prove fatal to tha sue- 


cess of any other teacher in that district. The examining com- 
mittee, more accustomed to censure than to encouragement and 
support, unwilling, moreover, to give further offence and thereby 
strengthen the opposition, conclude to yield one point, in order to 
secure others which they deem more important, and approve of 
an unqualified teacher, rather than prolong a contest which might 
end in the subversion of the best interests of the schools, 

‘It is not surprising that men engaged in the ordinary pursuits 
of life, as a great portion of the prudential committees are, should 
frequently fail to adopt measures necessary to obtain the best 
teachers. They are not conversant with such matters. ‘Their 
personal connections do not lead them into the society of literary 
men or of teachers, and, consequently, they know but little of the 
character and habits of the profession, or even of the places to 
which they should resort to make inquiry. 'The consequence is, 
that they frequently wait for teachers to come to them. ‘This 
method may do very well for men who wish to hire day-laborers 
on their farms; but, when district agents wish to procure those 
whose office it is to train and form the imperishable minds of the 
young, they betray their trust.if they leave the result so much to 
chance. ‘Ihe very persons who first offer their services for this 
most delicate and responsible employment, and who are, therefore, 
most likely to be engaged by such agents, are, more frequently 
than otherwise, persons wholly unfit for duties of this nature.— 
‘The practice alluded to, calls forth aswarm of adventurers, whose 
faces would never be seen by the committee of examination, if 
with them lay the choice of persons to come before them. Other 
teachers, of a better character, may sometimes feel compelled to 
comply with the custom, and thus mingle with that class who of- 
fer themselves as candidates without being known or sought.— 
But, at best, the risk of employing strangers is too great, as the 
result often shows; and the mischiefs, direct and indirect, of such 
a general line of policy, reach much tarther than is commonly 
Supposed. Fe ey 

There is still another evil connected with the present arrange- 
ment, which is of a somewhat delicate nature. I mean the liabil- 
ity of prudential committees to favoritism. {tis much more dif_i- 
cult for a single individual, who is:charged with the duty of em- 
ploying teachers, to act, uninfluenced by personal considerations, 
than it is for a committee consisting of several persons. No one 
can be the brother, son, cousin, nephew, or particular friend of a 
whole committee, and make that the plea for special favors. ‘The 
‘attempt to procure a place from improper considerations would be 
less frequently made in the one case than in the other; and when 
made, it could be resisted with much more ease. I will not sup- 
pose that a person holding such a trust would willingly betray it 
m the manner described. But should there be cases of that sort, 
ihere would be no check upon the individual who acted alone: 
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while a member of a committee would be so sure of finding resist- 
ance in his associates, that he would not be likely even to propuse 
an unworthy candidate. A suspicion so wide-spread as that 
above mentioned, and extending to so many cases in the Com- 
monwealth, ought, if possible, to be removed. ‘This can be done 
in no way so effectually as by placing the matter in the hands of 
those who cannot commit the wrong, if they would. 

‘Tt is charitable to suppose that when undue favor is shown to 
certain applicants, it is because the ties of friendship or of kindred 
have dimmed the vision of the committee. But this considera- 
tion, while it places the parties concerned in a more amiable light, 
brings no relief whatever to the schools themselves. The wrong 
doing, whether it proceeds from weakness or ill intention, is the 
same in its effects. ‘The community is deprived of those advan- 
tages of education to which it is justly entitled. ‘lhe loss of the 
school money is the least of the evils resulting from the improper 
choice of teacher. ‘The spirit of the school is broken. The child- 
ren become disgusted with the school-ruom, and perhaps learn no 
lesson so faithfully as that of insubordination. Both knowledge 
and the love of knowledge are sacrificed. The character, instead 
of being refined, becomes more rude than ever. The vicinity of 
the schoolhouse becomes the last place to look for civility. It is 
not strange that, under such circumstances, the parents should be 
discouraged ; that they should begin to inquire seriously whether 
they can safely rely on the Public Schools for the education of 
their children; that they should actually send them, at no small 
expense, to private schools, and thus leave the Public Schools to 
lane sli es) gees 

‘“ Furthermore, the appointment of teachers as it is now made, 
‘admits of no distribution of them among the schools of the town 
according to their adaptedness to each. Livery candidate who is 
presented for examination comes as an applicant for a particular 
schoo]. No adjustment with reference to another school, to which 
he may be well adapted, is possible. He must be approved for 
that school or none. And yet the wants are as various as the 
supplies. One school is large, another is small. In one, the pu- 
pils are advanced in study ; in another, they are not. In one dis- 
trict, the contest for supremacy with ungoverned and ungoverna- 
ble boys must be renewed every winter; in another, are the peace- 
ful children of good citizens and judicious parents. If a certain 
number of individuals of various character and attainments are to 
take the charge of as many different schools in town, can it be a 
matter of indifference how the assignment shall be made? It is 
easy to conceive that half of their success would depend upon 
their being placed each in his appropriate school. In machinery, 
men are accustomed to place the parts according to the strictest 
laws of adaptation. The greatest power is applied where it is 
most needed. If, acting upon a similar principle, the schoo! com- 
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mittee were to make application for teachers of whom they had 
received good accounts, instead of waiting for such teachers as 
would come unbidden to them, and should appoint one meeting 
when all were to come together to complete the arrangements 
and, after the examination, “should take into consideration which 
of the candidates were best adapted to the various schools, and 
then should make proposals to all according to a general plan; 
nothing is more certain than that it would contribute immeasura- 


AP 


bly to the prosperity and efficiency of the schools. * * * * 
‘At present there is very little of system or regularity in any- 
thing that depends on the joint action of the two committees. If 
a particular day is set for the examination of teachers, the pru- 
Gential committees are, for the most part, forgetful of the arrauge- 
ment, or negligent. When, therefore, the time arrives, and the 
committee of examination assemble to perform their duties, only 
a few of the expected candidates appear. The committee, after 
spending the day (or a portion of the day), must separate without 
having accomplished the object which brought them together. 
After a short time, another teacher is engaged, and the committee 
are called together again. Butonly a part of them can meet on 
that day. Some are absent, and others are engaged. Still, as the 
teacher has come from a distance, and as the time for opening the 
school has arrived, those members of the committee who can do 
so, assemble, or a single individnal represents the whole, and an 
infor mal Seat cain is made. ‘lhe case may prove to fe a doubt- 
ful one. ‘fhe person or persons making the examination shrink 
from the responsibility of deciding it. But the agent and the can- 
didate plead the urgency of the circumstances, and the point is 
yielded, and the certificate of approbation is sranted, to the injury 
of the district, and subsequent vexation of the committee. Not a 
few of the examinations of teachers in the country towns are at- 
tended with some such irregularity and infelicity as that here de- 
scribed. Whe prudential committees will net be systematic. ‘They 
do not sufficiently consider that a little laxity on their pat deleats 
the main object of the general arrangement. * * * ¥ 
“Tt is hardly necessary to add, that the engagement of teachers 
by the prudentiol committees, leads to great inequalities in the dif- 
ferent schools in the same town, and in the wages of different 
teachers. It is easy to perceive what an unhappy state of feeling 
will be the result. Of families residing not far apart, one will be 
suffering in its dearest interests from the unfortenate choice of 
the prudential committee, while another will be in the full enjoy- 
ment of the best facilities for education. Of the different teachers, 
some will be receiving higher wages and some lower, with but little 
reference to the relative value of their services. A single commit- 
tee, acting for the various districts of the town, would be able so 
far to equali ze these things as to lessen materially the amount of 
the mischief.” 
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Such are the views of the Secretary of the Board of Education, and we 
are sorry to say that while they have been responded to and adopted by 
a majority of the towns in this state, Middieboro has rejected them.— 
And why is it that the people of this town, seeing the admirable work- 
ings of the superintendent system in Plymouth and other adj Bivele towns, 
will not adopt it, or at least allow the school commiittce to select and con- 
tract with the teachers? ‘Though it has been remarked, and with some 
degree of truth, that the schools in Middleboro are twenty years behind 
the times, yet, there has been-an increase of interest taken in the eause 
of education on the part of both parent and teacher; and it is most earn- 
estly hoped that this interest may not declin 1e, but continue to increase 
until the public schools of this town snail enjoy all the advantages en- 
joyed by the schools in ovher towns. This, ee wever, they never will do, 
unless they be brought under the same kind of supervision. 

These last few remarks suggest another subject worthy of your consid- 
eration: it is the mutual co-operation of teacher and parent. 

A school cannot fail to accom} plish its highest object under the admin- 
istration of a faituful teacher who enjoys the sympathy and cooperation 
of all the parents in the district. The united influence of both parties 1s 
absolutely essential to a good school. Andit isa Sees thought, that 
in some districts this union has exhibited its benign influence the past 
year.’ The ‘* MrppLeporo TEACHERS > AssocIATION,” ” which was formed 
by the suggestion of your committee, in the carly part of the winter, has 
accomplished a good work. Its meetings have been held every other 
week, and sometimes every week, in the various districts. In these meet- 
ings the teachers have discussed subjects having a direct bearing upon 
the interests of common school education. Special pains have been tak- 
en to.secure the attendance of parents with their children, thus bringing 
together the three principal elements of the school; and in most instan- 
ces parents and pupils have taken an interesting part in the meetings.— 
We think much good has been accomplished “by this Association, and 
hope it may receive the signature and Dee eet of ail the teachers the pres- 
ent year, and that every district in town may enjoy the advantage of its 
meetings. It has accomplished something and may accomplish much 
more by way of securing that mutual interest and codperation of parent | 
and teacher so much needed in this town 

Much of the backwardness of the schools may be attributed, we fear, 
to indifference on the part of parents. The schools belong to parents, 
and why should they not visit them with the same interest and solicitude 
they would ajob of work which was being performed by hired laborers 
It is not true that a school is a mere machine, which only needs a teacher 
and pupils in order torun well for three months. It Wants an attentive 
committee to wind it up and a daily visitation of some of the parents to 
oil it, and then it will enol its work and keep up with the times. 

A reference to the table will show how many visits have been made to 
each school during the past year. And it is a notable fact that the best 

schools have been those which have received the most visits. Let this 
encourage parents to make informal and frequent visits to their school. 

Much. interest, too, is lost.for want of punctual atiendance on the part 
of pupils. The very best teacher cannct cducate a class of children ad- 


vantageously while their parents permit or allcw them to spend all their 
time out of school in work. That the older members of the school may 
work some, we would not deny ; but the work should not be of such a 
nature or quantity as ever to oblige them to be tardy at school, or to 
leave before schocl closes. Nor should any pupil be required to be ab- 
sent from school. One day’s absence nct only retards his intellectual 
progress, but the whole class to which he belongs is made to suffer, and 
when absences are constantly occurring it is impossible to Lave a gocd 
school. Cue thing at a time is all any one can do and do it well, hence 
children should make study their chief business during the time schocl 
is in session. The practice, too, of getting dismissed before the school 
closes should be avoided as much as possible. Parents 1.ever should re- 
quire their children to leave school, and teachers should not allow it with- 
out a special request from the parents. It not only robs them of the ben- 
efits of their studies, but it ah eee their interest in them and disturbs 
the whole schoo}. 

By referring to the table it will be seen that during the past year 
33,038 days schooling have been lost by whole days absences, to say 
nothing about the time lost by being tardy. ‘his time is equal to 137 
years, 7 months and 18 days. The table also shows that the sacrifice of 
this lost time has been made at an expense of $848.12 to the town.— 
Nor is this sacrifice of this amount of money all; for, if no time had been 
lost, the schools would have been infinitely better, and all parties con- 
corned much better satisfied. Circumstances, however, render it neces- 
sary that there should be some lost time; but no justifiable reason can 
be given for having so much. Itis hoped, therefore, that parents con- 
sidering their own pecuniary interests will, in the future, take more pains 
to have their children punctual every day in their attendance at school. 

Your committee have also had cecasion the past year to notice, to some 
extent, a want of co-operation on the part of parents with the teachers 
and themselves, in respect to schoul books. Now, no teacher has any 
right to use any text books in school, excepting those recommended by 
the committee; and yet many parents are unwilling to furnish their child- 
ren with such books as are recommended, because they have, it may be, 
an old one by another author. As times change and improvements mul- 
tiply new and improved school books must be introduced, and if the peo- 
ple exercise any confidence in their school committee they should be wil- 
ling to provide their children with such bonks as are recommenued. A. 
refusal or neglect to do this is attended with many evils. It not only 
multiplies classes and makes unnecessary work for the teacher, but it de- 

stioys commendable emulation among the pupils. 

There are several other things of w vhich your committee would like to 
speak in this report; such as the intrcduction of vocal music into the 
schools; the care with which the papers of the district and reports of the 
Sseretary of the Board of Education should be preserved by the pruden- 
tial committee ; the importance of encouraging the clder pupils in the 
schools, who possess the natural qualifications for teaching, to attend the 
normal schools and prepare themselves for teachers, &c. But our limits 
will not allow us to speak at length upon these subjects ; hence we shall 
close our report by making a few § suggestions relative to the condition of 
your school houses. 
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We are happy td say that some districts have provided good and cori 
fortable school houses for their chiidren, but it is an astounding truth that 
the majority of school houses in town aré undeserving the name. The 
fact that they are not adapted to the purposes for w hich they are used 
should deprive them of so honorable a name. In the construction of a 
building there are three things essential to make ita school house. One 
is the conveniences and comforts which it affords. A ¥oom sufficiently 
commodious for 25 or 30 pupils should not be less than 24 by 36 feet, 
inside. This will give suitable conveniences for blackboards and recita- 
tion seats, than which nothing is more essential to a well arranged school 
yoom. Many of the school houses are so small and badly arranged that 
the teacher must sit or stand on thie stové hearth, with his class ina cir- 
cle around him, or, wat is perhaps not quite so bad, he must stand in 
the midst of his pupils and hear them recite their lessons while sitting 
on their seats; and many of these are quite as bad as any the hard 
Scotts ever occupied when oat meal and kayle and backless plank scats 
afforded all their comforts and conveniences for learning. Children necd 
comfortable seats. ‘To place small children upon a plank four inches wide 
with the feet vainly struggling to reach the floor, or to jam the larger 
members of the school under plank desks with scarcely ronm to move 
except in in a sidewise manner is only perpetuating the crueltics of the 
inquisition. Itis not ‘sending children to school.’ That parent who 
would require his ¢hildren to o¢cupy so uncomfortable a position at home 
six hours a day would be regarded as ‘having a brutal heart, and yet 
quite a portion of parents in town send their children to s¢hool thus to’ 
be punished; and what is worse, they blame the teacher if he does not 
have a still and quiet school with these cruel accommodations. Because 
the parent, in * times of old,” had such accommodations is no proof that 
his children should not have better. These are days of improvement and 
increasing responsibility. More is expected of children at the age of 14 
years, now, than was of their fathers at that age, and hence they need alll 
the comfortable improvements that have been made in school house ac- 
commodations since those times. We hope the people in districts No. 8 
and 17 will apply these remarks to themselves, and also the people of 
several other districts. 

Another esseiitial thing to a school house is ventilation. ‘The health 
and mental energy of a child depends very much upon the amount and 
quality of air it breathes. Each pair of lungs vitiates a pint of air at ev- 
ery expiration, and hence each child in the room needs a hogshead of 
pure air every hour. Now, as four-fifths of all the food and drink taken 
into the system passes off through the lungs and skin, who does not see 
the importance of having school houses well ventilated so that this ex- 
pired air, freighted with four-fifths of yesterday's repasts may find its way 
from the room, and fresh pure air take its place to perform, in its turn, 
the same beneficent work? Nothing comes cheaper than pure air; 
hence, to use the language of Horace Mann, “to put children on a short 
allowance of fresh air is as foolish as it would have been for Noah, during 
the deluge. to have put his family on a short allowance of water ; sidce 
God has “poured out an atmosphere fifty miles deep.’ Your committed, 
during the winter, noticed in many school houses a kind of feyerish rest- 
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jessness among the children and felt the same themselves; all of which 
was owing to the contracted littleness of the room and want of proper 
ventilation. You make your stables commodious and ventilate them, 
and new we ask, in the name of humanity, if you ought not to be as at- 
tentive to thh wants of your children as to your cattle. 

Another thing essential to the comfort of pupils, and connected with 
the school house, is a proper yard and fence, with outbuidings. The law 
of decency requires these appurtenances, and where they do not exist it 
is the duty of the prudential committee to furnish them, and the law will 
justify him in doing it at the expense of the district. 

The prudential committee ‘ shall keep the school house in good order, 
at the expense of the district, and in case there be no school house pro- 
vided, a suitable place for the school of the district, at the expense there- 
of; provide fuel and ail thiugs necessary for the comfort of the scholars 
therein.’ ’—Rewised Statutes, Chap. 23, Sec. 25. Upon this law, Horace 
Mann, in his Tenth Annual Report, makes the following comment :— 
«This does not require a previous vote of the district, directing or requir- 
ing the committee to put the house in proper order. If a window pane 
is broken, if a window blind loses a hinge ora fastening or a door is with- 
out a latch, or the plastering has fallen from the walls, or the room needs 
whitewashing, or is tight and without a ventilator, or the seats need re- 
pairs to make them comfortable, or if the windows have neither blinds 
nor curtains ; in all these and similar cases, it 1s the duty of the pruen- 
tial committee to repair the injury, or supply the defect. So in regard 
to chairs, shovels, tongs, andirons, brooms, mats, door scrapers, sink, wa- 
ter pail, dippers, or tumblers, &c. &c. Emphatically, if the school hous- 
es be without an appendage which modesty and decency require, and 
which may prevent unchaste thoughts and indecent exposures fiom ma- 
turing irto uuchuste life, at is believed to be the immediate duty of the 
prudenizal committee to supply it.” 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


S. W. MARSTON, 
WM. H. WOOD, 
Jae s HORTON, 
DEXANDY, 

F. M. HODGES. 


hail eas 


ae et iieene a a Leh aide 
Abios 3 MAR ath ah Pit Yi ie 
\ Ate a wh a oh Yy > tas yin 4 ys 
by oiietb sion sohbet fhe vt 
- eigenen rags elasr 002? ho ye 
Pace yeas Bia MIMSY 8 
bovealih eth eae Sail #20 
oh am Oe al ietiele ‘ ad 
hight OR, “toats wah MRR TY 
i ~ fi MA eee gees; ail, BsIee tt f 


? 


‘wera ANE Wwe WS Rik. ned oe 2 ; 
nh 7 re i Vig » 


posit Vibe rive erate a Ray MOREE vat if Pe 
% 1) Ay FAY RT oe ere eh 
‘ He i tea fe ast 4 re Ma ohare soar Ls ay “ck Dies 


he ‘i aye 7 wl anv MAD ) Ketan 





REPORT. 





FrvtLow CITIZENS OF MrippLEBoRO : 

Your Committee have attended to the duty you have assigned them 
the past year, and beg leave to submit the following Report: First, by 
offering a few suggestions which observation and experience seem to 
dictate, and finally by giving a statement of the condition of each school 
during the past year. 

In offering suggestions we would now call your attention to the fol- 
lowing topics :— 

1. Scioot Houses.—In some sections of the town we can eongrat- 
ulate the people that they have erected school houses which are fit em- 
blems of a progressive age; but in others there still remain the old 
shattered frames,—and to these we would earnestly call your attention. 
Were we to go back to the days of our forefathers and trace the im- 
provement that has been made in architecture to the present time, we 
should see that there has been much improvement in the models of 
school houses. In some places the people have thus kept pace; in oth- 
ers they have lingered behind,—offering as an excuse, that the places of 
school are as good now as when they went to school. But is this a 
reasonable excuse? Do they, in other things, use their children as they 
in their younger days were used? Are not the young expected to re- 
ceive a better education than they received? If so, they must have bet- 
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ter shelters as school houses. If 
‘‘ New times demand new measures, and new men,” 


most emphatically do your children, in some of the districts, demand 
new school houses. 

Let us take one example of these poor dilapidated huts where scores 
of children are packed together and termed a school,—that of District 
No. 19. Look at its site; surrounded on all sides by the public high- 
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way, and the streets so narrow that when carriages meet there is danger 
ef a collision. Enter the house,—we cannot call it a school room. No 
man that is merciful to his cattle but would think it too poor for a stable. 
And where is the clildren’s play-ground? There is not an inch that 
they can call theirown. Yes, and itis destitute of that appendage which 
modesty and deceney require in every civilized community. 

Such is: the condition of some of your school houses, and with such 
what can you expect your schools tube? In most cases they correspond 
to the houses. 

2. Parents Sm0uD VISIT THE scHooLs.—We would recommend 
that parents: should visit the schools: as: aw incentive to the progress. of 
their children. Bysodoimg, much of the dissatisfaction often manifested 
by parents would be more amicably settled, and the seholars themselves 
would be encouraged to press on, ep the “hill of science.’ Parents 
would learr that all the reports: from pupils are not always correct.— 
We will give one instance: A mother, during the summer term of one 
of the sclrools, applied to the Committee for justice to. be done to her 
son, stating that the teacher had refused to teach him. ‘The reason was. 
asked why the teaclver refused. The answer was that the teacher had 
given herson a lesson to learn; that he had learned it and recited it, 
and after that the teacker would not hear him in any lessop. We called 
at the school room and inquired if the boy had recited his lesson. The 
teacher’s reply was,—No,—and that he had not learned it. We 1e- 
mained at the school until the boy had learned his lesson, and then it 
was heard. 

We believe that if parents would visit the schools more such un- 
truths would not go abroad,—that teachers were not doing their duty. 

3. TracHEers.—Great are the responsibilities of the teacher, and to 
nreet all the requirements the teacher should have a large fountain of 
knowledge from which he may draw; and to be fitted for his great. 
work, he should make teaching his business, making it subordinate to. 
nothing else. Let feachers consider well their high calling ;. for the hu- 
man mind which they are now educating will grow up and act upon gen- 
erations yet to come, when they shall have passed away from earth. 

4. Scwoon. SurpeRviston.—We are convinced that your present. 
system of school supervision is not adapted to the present wants and 
necessities of the schools. Therefore, we would earnestly recommend 
achange. You have in your twenty-two schools twenty-seven men to 
act before the schools can commence. We would have but ore man. 
Our views on this subject fully esincide with the following from * A 
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Prize Essay, by Daniel Mansfield,” written for the Massachusetts Teach- 
r’s Association :— 

«It is often a matter of complaint among teachers that they are sub- 
jected to a supervision unknown to the other professions; and that this 
supervision is sometimes rendered doubly odious by the inexperience, 
not to say positive ignorance of those placed over them. That there is 
too much ground for this complaint cannot be denied. School commit- 
tees are frequently chosen without any regard to their fitness for the 
office ; and when this is not the case, when the best men that can be 
found are selected to preside over the interests of our schools, it is not. 
presuming much to say that they are but poorly qualified to instruct 
professional teachers in regard to the peculiar duties of their calling. — 
When, therefore, a commiitee man assumes the direction of the internat 
and minor arrangements of a school, the teacher has a right to complain 
of such conduct as an unwarrantable interference in matters that should 
be left entirely to his own control. 

‘*But a supervision of some kind is a necessity in the system of public 
school instruction, As we have already intimated, teachers are inclined 
to claim the freedom in the same management of their schools, and the 
same exemption from oversight as are enjoyed by the members of the 
other professions. 

“In every city and town, schools are to be located, graded, and organ- 
ized. Who shall determine the ages and qualifications for admission ? 
Who shall decide upun the hours for commencement and elose of school, 
the holidays and vacations, and the length of the terms? Teachers are 
to be provided ; who shall select the best from the multitude presented, 
fix their compensation and prescribe their duties? A course of study 
is to be marked out, and books are to be seleeted for all the different 
branches pursued in school. These and many other duties are to be 
performed by some one; who shall it be? 

‘** The teacher is evidently the best qualified to give an intelligent 
opinion upon all matters pertaining to his profession ; but in many par- 
ticulars he is directly interested, and while, therefore, it is proper for 
him to advise, it would be very impolitic for him to decide. In the lay- 
ing out of a course of study, and especially in the selection of books, 
the judgment of an experienced teacher is worth much more than that 
of the most competent committee; yet it is better that these points 
should be decided by a committee, and thus be comparatively perma- 
nent, than that they should be changed every time a new teacher enters 
the school. ‘The committee, however, who do not advise with the teach- 
er in the matters which come under their supervision, and who do not 
allow great weight to his judgment, are guilty, not simply of a slight 
to him, but of a grievous wrong to the school. 

* But again; the teacher is a servant to the public; under certain re~ 
strictions his school is open to all, and he receives his pay from the pub- 
ic treasury. It is, therefore, not only perfectly proper in itself, but the 
eommunity has a right to kaow from some reliable source with what 
fidelity he discharges his trust. No man should be placed im so respon- 
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‘sible a situation without being obliged at stated times ‘to give an account 
of his stewardship; and the faithful teacher will be the last to object to 
the rendering of such an account. It is natural for us to believe that 
‘the members of our profession are as honorable, upright and trustworthy 
‘as those of any calling in life; but the examples of perfidy and breack- 
-es of faith with which the newspapers of the day are almost literally 
filled teach us that it is unsafe, as well as unwise, to place a man in any 
responsible position without subjecting him to a constant oversight and 
control. 

“Tf, now, we have succeeded in establishing the necessity of :a:super- 
vision of schools, it remains for us to inquire by whom, aud in what 
manner u may be most profitably exercized. 

‘“‘In regard to the persons most competent to judge ef the efficiency 
‘of a teacher and the suecess of his school, it would:seem ‘that there 
ecould be but one opinion. it is not usual to consult a physician upon 
a question of the law, or a clergyman in regard to ‘the bodily “ ills which 
flesh is heir-to.” On the same principle, we assert with the utmost con- 
fidence, that the practical teacher is better able than any ane else to 
judge of the skill and fidelity of those engaged in his own calling.— 
_And here it may be remarked once for all, that by practzcal teachers we 
odo not mean those who may have taught fora few weeks in their younger 
‘days to obtain the means of completing an education, or to relieve the 
‘tedium of a college life; nor those, even, who may now regularly en- 
gage in the business of instruction at that season of the year when they 
cannot plough by reason of the cold. Butwe mean those, who, having 
“prepared themselves as best they might for the solemn position they 
were to assume, have put on the harness and given their hearts and their 
‘lives to the work. But practical teachers, it will be readily seen, are 
generally engaged in the active duties of theirprofession. In discussing 
‘this question, therefore, we are not to consider who are the most capa- 
‘ble of presiding over schools, but who are the bestthat can be obtained. 
And in answering it, our object will be to show that the jpresent laws of 
our State, with some slight modifications, furnish us with the most 
efficient supervision that can be desired: a school-committee chosen from 
the people, who shail be assisted by a superintendent selected by them- 
selves and under their control. 

“The selection of a school committee is.a matter of much importance. 
That they, who are to direct the course of instruction which is to give 
character to the young of their city or village, should be the best men 
that can be obtained, needs no argument, we think, to prove. But it is 
not necessary in our judgment that they should all be the most learned 
‘men. It is desirable that a part ef them should be able to examine 
‘teachers, select suitable text-books, and lay out a course of study, and 
‘such men may be easily found. It is equally desirable, we think, that 
-some of the number should be taken from the common walks of life ; 
‘men of sound sense, large hearts, and liberal views. It is often thought 
that literary men only are capable of examining schools. This we re- 
ward as a great mistake. There are many ®*things to be taken into ac- 
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éount in defermining the character of a school besides a promnt >: 
tripping recitation; and we have known men of very limited scientific 
knowledge, for whose opinion of a High School, even, we would give 
more than for that of some of the greatest scholars in the land. Men, 
also, whose employment leads them into different paths and trains their 
minds to peculiar habits of thonght, will be able to look at a subject 
from various points of view, and thus to come to a more correct and in- 
telligent decision. Moreover, there are material interests to be cared 
for in the management of a school, and, to deal with these interests 
aright, the most competent are not generally professional men. But 
Whatever qualities may be looked for ina school committee, it is highly 
desirable that sectarianism and politics should have nothing to do with 
the selection. Sad, indeed, will it be for the interests of our children, 
when the bitter waters of party strife or sectarian fecling shall be al- 
lowed to disturb the harmony of our public schools. 

** Tf, in addition to the choice of suitable men, they could hold their 
office for a term of three or five years, with a change of one or two 
members annually, it would give a character as well as permanency to 
their doings that would add greatly to the usefulness of the board. 

“ But a great amount of labor is necessary for an efficient superinten- 
dence of schools. Besides examinations at stated times, the statute re- 
quires a thonthly visitation of all the schools in the town, and the max- 
imum requirement of the law will certainly be the minimum perform- 
ance of a faithful committee. But it follows almost as a matter of course, 
that the men the best qualified to perform these duties are the very ones 
the most engaged in the active duties of hfe. However interested, 
therefore, they may be in the work, and however anxious to discharge 
their duty, they cannot devote to it that time which is absolutely essen- 
tial to insure success. Whether merchants, professional men, or laborers, 
how can it be expected that, in addition to the peculiar duties of their 
own calling, they shall keep themselves acquainted with the contents 
and the merits of the multitude of text-books that are continually swarm- 
ing from the press, with the various methods of instruction pursued in 
different schools, and, in one word, with all duties and perplexities of 
the school-room? ‘The thing is an utter impossibility, ana hence the ne- 
cessity of a superinicndent. 

When this subject was first proposed, we confess that we regarded it 
rather as an innovation, than as an improvement; and such, if we mis- 
take not, was the opinion of teachers in general. But after having giv- 
en it some thought, we are fully convinced of our error; and we now 
believe that towns and cities will really take an important step in ad- 
vance, when they avail themselves of the provision of the statute for the 
appointment of a superintendent. 

“The first objection that presents itself to our mind is, the difficulty 
of obtaining a suitable person for so delicate and responsible a position. 
It is true that a proper discharge of the duties of the office requires a 
rare combination of qualities possessed by few. But this objection may 
be urged with nearly equal force in respect to very many of the respon~ 
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sible positions in life. Ar approximation to what is wanted is all that 
we can Ieasonably expect; and the difficulty of finding competent men 
is not so great, we believe, as it has often been regarded. School com 
mittees are chosen in open town meeting, and too often, as we have al- 
ready said, without any regard to their fitness for the office. But a su- 
perintendent is to be selected by a schocl committee for a special pur- 
pose ; he is to have a regular salary, and is to devote all his time to the 
work. Now, if a board will exercise any tolerable degree of care in the 
choice of a teacher fora single school, is it reasonable to suppose that 
they would appoint a man to superintend all their schools without the 
most careful inquiry and the most earnest deliberation? 

*« Another objection sometimes urged by teachers is, that they are un- 
willing to be placed so entirely in the power and under the contro! of one 
man. But it should be remembered trat this man is responsible to a 
higher power, and that he can do nothing without the sanction of the 
board that appointed him. Besides, if he be, as we suppose him to be, 
the raght man, he is better able to enter into their feelings, to understand 
their wants and their duties. and to appreciate their labors, than the most 
competent committee that ever was chosen. 

** And this leads us to the inquiry, Wo ts the right mun for the office? 
To this we unhesitatingly reply, a practical teacher of large experience, 
sound sense, and of good ability. As it regards the school committee, 
we have already shown that itis not practicable to select its members from 
men actually engaged in the business of instruction. Neither is it a mat- 
tcr of so much importance if they are properly assisted in their labors by 
acompetent superintendent. But in respect to the latter office, the case 
is different. Not only is it possible to secure the services of such a one 
as we have described, but we affirm with confidence that no other one 
should be obtained. If the candidate be highly educated and of great 
intellectual culture, so much the better; but the want of these, if 
he possesses the other requisites, should not be fatal to his appoint- 
ment. On the other hand, no combination of qualities, however rare, 
should avail without positive experience in teaching. It would be an 
act of sheer injustice to place one without this experience over teachers, 
some of whom may have spent their lives inthe work. Neither is there 
any necessity for such a course. ‘The annua! and the district schools 
of the commonwealth now furnish a sufficient number of well-trained 
and successful teachers, from whom a proper selection may be made; 
and out of this number an intelligent committee will make their choice, 
if they regard only the best interests of their schools. 

‘But what shall be the office of the superintendent? We answer, 
in one word, that he is to perform all those duties, which, from want of 
time or from any other cause, the school committee may not be able pro- 
perly to discharge. As we kave already said, they are engaged in the 
active duties of life, and it is often inconvenient, sometimes utterly im- 
possible, for them to leave their clients or their patients, their stores or 
their workshops, to answer the numerous calls which may be made upon 
their time and attention, 
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“Tt should be his busiess to attend to all the material interests of the 
schools. If a blackboard needs to be painted, a pane of glass to be set, 
or any repairs to be made, he should know what is required, how, and 
by whom, it is to be done. It must be entirely superfluous to specify 
the thousand little wants and necessities that are constantly arising ; but 
it is enough to yet generally, that whatever is requisite for the comfort 

nd convenience of the schools, which it is in the power of the school 
committee to furnish, it should be his duty at once to provide. He may 
also be the medium or communication betwedn the teachers and com 
mittee. Passing round from school to school, and conversing with the 
different feathers, he becomes acquainted with their views on the various 


subjects of their proiession, and those views he may properly present to 
the board. 


‘He should visit the schools as often as circumstances permit, and 
be in readiness at any time to give professional advice in all cases of 
doubt and difficulty that may arise. ‘This, indeed, must be a prominent 
part of his duty, and being, as we have insisted he must be, a practical 
teacher, he is well qualified for the work. Even the most experienced 
teachers are often placed in difficult and trying circumstances, where 


they need sympathy end professional advice ; but it is more especially 
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true of those who have just entered the profession, and to them should 
his attention be particularly directed. ‘The schools of a city or town 
will not of course be all alike. Mach teacher will have his excellence 
and his peculiarities ; and the superintendent should see that, as far as 
possible, whatever is good in one school’ is incorporated into all. He 
may give hints in regard to discipline, and suggest different methods of 
instructi on; or, 1n the case of new teachers especially, he may conduct 
the ore eee is himself, and thus by living example impart instruction 
which it would be next to impossible to convey by preecpt.” 


‘But his attention should not be confined to his own village. He 
should become acquainted with the best schools and the best teachers in 
the vicinity, and should introduce at home the most improved methods 
of instruction and discipline which he may find abroad. Whenever a 
vacancy occurs in a school under his charge, he will know orshowld know 
where to find the very best teacher to fil it; ; and the great advantage of 
this can be best appreciated | by those who know how many blanks are 
usually drawn to a prize. Ip case of applicants from other towns, he 
should visit their schools, and thus in the only satisfactory manner as- 
certain in regard to their efficiency and success ; and he should also be 
present and take part in the examination of teachers se long as the pres- 
ent system of examination lasts. 

‘In addition to the rest, he should become familiar with the merits 
of the principal text-books as they issue from the vress, and no change 
should be made till recommended by him, or at least without his 
knowledge and approval. 

“It is not necessary, we trust, to pursue this part of our subject to any 
greater.lengyth. ‘The ‘peculiar work assigned to a superintendent will 
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be different in different places ; and it will be the province of the school 
committee to prescribe such duties as the particular circumstances of 
their schools may seem to require. 

‘The plan which has been proposed is asimple one, and the experi- 
ment could be easily tried. We cannot predict, for a certainty, in re- 
gard to the result, but we know. that some of the best teachers in the 
State have full confidence in its entire success.’’ 


The ““MippLEBoro Teacuers’ Association,” which was organized 
during last year has been continued during the present year, and has 
held mectings in several of the different districts. Its object has been 
to create an interest among parents, awaken scholars to a sense of their 
duties, and to give teachers an opportunity to improve themselves for 
their work by mutual expression of opinions upon topics connected with 
their occupation ; thereby to increase the co-operation which is always 
necded among all classes for the greatest good of the schools. 

Finally, there is much to be done by teachers and guardians of youth 
to fit them for the high positions which are intended for them to fill— 
We would earnestly recommend the reading of educational works, es- 
pecially the Reports of the Secretary of the Board of Education, copies 
of which aresent each year to every school district. The Bible—let it 
be read ; let its precepts be instilled into the youthful mind by parents 
at the fireside circle. Let the minds of children be well trained at home 
that they may be better fitted for school. Let us go forward with ready 
hands and open hearts to the great work of educating the mind. Let 
us strive with diligence to act our part in life, that we ray receive the 


approbation of the Great Teacher. 


We present the following statement respecting the condition of the 
schools during the year :— 


NO. 1, SOULE DISTKHICT. 
Miss Nancre S. Lorine was teacher in Summer; a teacher who feels 
the responsibilities of the vocation in which she is placed, and is faithful 


in the discharge of her duty. We think no other teacher could have 
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given better satisfaction in this district than Miss Loring has done. 

The Winter school was under the care of Mr. Wm. H. Gacxr, who 
has now taught the same school for four successive winters. He fully 
sustained his former well earned reputation as a thorough teacher. 

NO. 2, WATERVILLE. 

The Summer school was placed under the charge of Miss E. Fannie 
WHEELER, whose rare literary attainments and aptness to teach, com- 
bined with mild, yet firm discipline, rendér her an accomplished teacher. 
The method pursued j in this school caused the scholars to make great 
improvement, both in their studies and general deportment. 

Mr. Warren H. Sourmworrn, was teacher in the Winter term.— 
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Mr. S. labored well for the good of his school, and we believe gave ger 
eral satisfaction. This was his second term in the same school. 


NO. 3, THE GREEN. 

This school was taught in Summer by Miss Saran N. Wrieut, o 
persevering and worthy teacher. 

Mr. Luctan D. Fay was teacher in the Winter. This was Mr. Fay’s 
first school. He is energetic, and we think will become a successful 
teacher, although this school did not progress so well as it ought to have 
done under an experienced teacher. 


NO. 4. NAMASKET VILLAGE. 

Miss Canorinr D. Bump kept the Summer school, with the same 
success as she did last year. 

For the Winter, the district was fortunate in securing the services of 
an eminent teacher, Mr, Wau. F.Durainn. He taught the same school 
last year, and the enconiums of last year are justly due this. «We would 
commend the scholars, some of the Misses especially, for their persevere- 
ance and punctuality ; for, during the severity of winter, while other 
schools have stopped, for fear of cold and snow, this school has had a 
goodly number each day. ‘This has been a very beneficial school. 


NO. 5, NORTH DISTRICT. 

This school was taughtin Summer by Miss KnizAnetH W. Tucxkmr. 
It was her first effort, made, also, in her own district, but she gave good 
satisfaction. We think if she perseveres in her studies,she will make 
one of our best teachers. 

The Winter term was taught by Mr. Josreru E, Bears, one of the 
Committee. 


NO. 6, THOMPSON DISTRICT. 

The SunfMmer term was taught by Miss ApeLInE V. Woop, an expe- 
rienced and eminent teacher. She gave good satisfaction, and the schol- 
ars progressed with their usual good success. 

Mr. Amos SuERMAN, Jr., had charge of the Winter term. Mr. Sher- 
man has given general satisfaction in this district. He seems peculiarly 
adapted for the school. He has labored hard for its advancement, and 
carried the scholars over much ground. 


NO. 7, ROCKY MEADOW. 

Miss Betsuy L. Srars taught the Summer school. Her school ap- 
peared quite well, as it was her first attempt at teaching. 

Mr. Lor 8. Lucas kept the Winter school. Mr. Lucas has kept this 
school several winters before, and given satisfaction ; but, like the 
woodman’s axe, he has become dull,—needs grinding. Should he be 
called upon to teach again, may he renew his energies and thoughts on 
school teaching. 


NO. 8, THOMASTOWN. 


The Summer term was under the caré of Miss Paurinr T. Woop. 
Her method of teaching is good ; and with her good discipline, her 


scholars’ advancement will compare well with our best schools. The 
scholars of this school are to be commended for the neatness of their 
school room. 

Mr. E. Trintson Prarr taught the Winter school, and gave very. 
good satisfaction to the district. He is an experienced teacher, and 
feels the dignity of his office. 

NO. 9, POPE’S POINT. 

This is a union district with Carver. The Summer school was taught 
by Miss Lyp1a M. Hammonp. Herschool made much improvement, 
We think she will make an efficient teacher. This was her first effort. 

During the Summer the people of this district erected a new school 
house. ‘The first school in the new house was taught in the Winter by 
Mr. NaruaniEL 8. Cusuine. ‘The school showed a good degree.of 
prosperity under his care. He had previously taight in the same dis- 
trict. 

NO. 10, SOUTIT MIDDLEBORO, 

Teacher for the Semmer term, Miss Juntra A. Troms ; for the Win- 
ter, Mr. Etpripcs Cusuman. Miss Thomas manifested a good degree 
of interest in her work. ‘The school was characterized by order, and 
generally by stadiousness and success. Mr. Cushman is energetic and 

evoted as ateacher. His school appeared well, 
NO. IJ, FRANCE. 

Teacher for the Summer term, Miss Priscirta C. Prarre. Miss 
Pratte’s school was well disciplined and well instructed. 

‘Feacher for the Winter, Mrs. Anna H.Snow. [This was an unprofi- 
table school. The teacher understands ‘Aeeping better than teaching. 
While visiting a school, we judge of the advancement of the scholars by 
what they understand, not by the pages they have turned over ; but 
while examining this school the teacher seemed anxious to have us ‘“‘go 
round among the scholars and see how far they had been over the 
book.” Weadmit they went over the book ; this pleased some of the 
scholars ; they being pleased, the parents, not visiting the school to 
know, thought they had a pretty good school.—lI’, M. Honazs. | 

NO. 12, HIGHLANDS. 

The Summer school was taught by Miss Hasapran K. Cuipman, who 
_gave entire satisfaction. 
~ The Winter school was taught by Mr. Mararw H. Cusurne. He 
‘kept an excellent school, both as to discipline and instruction, 


i, NO. 13, ROCK. 


Teacher for the Summer term, Miss Harrier C. Barprx. She kept 
an excellent school and was universally liked. 

Teacher for the Winter, Mr. Georcz F. Brirron. He was very in- 
dustrious and kept a good school. The school appeared well on the 
day of examination. This district has the past year erected a fine school 


house. 
* 
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NO. 14, FALL BROOK. 
This school in Sunimer was kept by the well-known and experienced 
teacher, Miss Carotine T. Woon. 
Miss Hannan C. Macomber was teacherin Winter. She has had 
much experience in teaching, and is faithful to duty. The school has 
made good improvement. 


NO. 15, LOWLANDS. 


The Summer school was under the direction of Miss AMANDA SEaRs. 
The order she mantained was good, and her aptness in teaching young 
scholars very acceptable. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Hasaptan K. Curpman, who 
takes a deep interest in her profession. Her example is worthy the im- 
itation of our less experienced teachers. The school made commenda- 
ble progress. The teacher has caused an interest among the parents 
which has induced them to unloose their purse strings and purchase a 
fine set of Fowle’s Outline Maps. A similar request “has been complied 
with in districts Nos. 4 and 6. May every district where they are mi- 
nus so valuable aids go and do likewise. 


NO. 16, WAPPANUCKET. 


Miss Cuartotre M. Kerru had charge of this school in Summer. 
Miss Keith is a teacher who has had much experience and good success 
in teaching. 

The Winter school was kept by Mr. Wu. Emery Wuitr. Mr. W. 
seems to be not so well adapted for this school as he does for some others. 


NO. 17, THE NECK. 


The Summer term was taught by Miss Mary A. Tuomas, and was 
satisfactory to the Committee and the district. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Lucy B. Howr. She is one 
of the best teachers in town, and kept an excellent school. 


NO. 18, FOUR CORNERS. 


PrimMARY.—This department has been under the care of Miss Mary 
L. TinkHAM during the past five years. She is a teacher worthy the 
high commendations which are so often expressed. We thinkit strange 
that such “ harps of thousand strings’’ can be kept in tune so well. 

INTERMEDIATE.—Miss Dnsorat Grspy has been in this school the 
past three years, and the last term has not been less successful than the 
merited ones of former years. | 

GramMMAR.—The Summer term was under the charge of the much re- 
spected teacher, Mr. O. P. Funuer, who well sustz ined his former high 
reputaton. ‘The Winter term was under the care of Mr. Groner Far-— 
WELL, who labored diligently for the best interests of the school, and to 
win the affections of his pupils. 


NO. 19, PERCIIADE. 
This is a large schcol kept in a cheerless place; and yet Miss Mary 
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‘W sston, with her charactersitic energy and straightforwardtiess, kept a 
good and profitable school; and if she did that there, it is presumed she 
would do much better if she had a better school room, and al/ the pas 
rents kindly and earnestly co-operating with her. 

Mr. Henry A. Cranpaxt was teacher in Winter. This school is 
‘large and the labors of the teacher necessarily great. Mr. ©. geenied to 
be earnestly desirous of accomplishing all in his power. He was faith- 
fuland Jaborious. The closing examination evinced a good degree of im- 
provement. The discipline, however, was hardly rigid enough. There 
was too much freedom ot communication among the pupils. 


NO 20, TITICUT EAST. 


This school in Summer was favored with the efforts of Miss Carnie 
E. Westen, who sustained her previous well-earned reputation as a 
teacher of youth. May she long be employed in this important work. 


Mr. Jos G. Roprnson was teacher in Winter. This school, as well 
‘as that in No. 21, has been materially affected by its vicinity to the ‘ Tit- 
icut Academy,” which very naturally takes away many of the larger 
‘scholars, who would otherwise be present in the district schools, giving 
them more character and stability, and calling out with greater efficien- 
cy the energies of the teachers. In this district the success of the school 
would have been greater had there been a closer sympathy between the 
‘teacher and the parents. Without their mutual co-operation the highest 
results cannot be realized. 


NO. 21, TITICUT WEST. 


Miss Serena F. Woop was teacherin Summer. We are sorry to 
say there was a lack of order and stillness, and consequently but little 
earnest study at the commencement of the school. Being reminded of 
these defects, she attempted to effect a reform, and at the close the 
school gave evidence of improvement. 


Miss CassanpRA W. SuHaw was teacher in Winter. Her name has 
‘been often and favorably mentioned in the reports of our predecessors, 
and no special report is necessary now. 


NO. 22, TITICUT SOUTH. 


Miss Lucia A. DRAKE was employed here in Summer, and by a lady- 
like dignity (that is natural), an evenness of temper, and firmness of 
character, she succeeded very easily in securing the confidence and good 
will of the schoiars; hence, order and studiousness sevured good lessons, 
and profit to all concerned. We would add that the district would do 
well to sell their school house to some one for a pig-sty, aud erect an- 
other more pleasant one, and one of more modern style, for their children. 

Mr. Dartus Dunbar was teacher in Winter. He has hada pleasant 
and profitable winter. He does not confine himself to the text books, 
but gives valuable instruction to his pupils indirectly. Reading and 
_ Spelling were attended to very particularly, and were made to assume 
the importance justly due to them. 
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A promise was made to the schools in the early partof the ycar that 
the names of such of the Scholars as were neither late nor absent during 
each term should be published with the Report. The following is the 


List oF SCHOLARS WHO HAVE BEEN NEITHER LATE NorR ABSENT. 


District No. 1. Swmmer, None; Winter, L. Francena Smith, John S. Smith. 

No. 2. None. No. 3. None. at ey 

No. 4. Swmmer, Lucretia Wilbur, Charles F. Vaughan; Water, Charles E. Bump, - 
Laforest J. Bump, David H. Burgess, Leonard Burgess, Sydney B. Wilbur. 

No. 5. None. 

No. 6. Summer, Lucy A. Cushman, Elvira E. Cushman, Sarah E. Tinkham, Charles: 
F. Hagan, W. Irving Cushman; Winter, R. Francis Thompson, Leroy Thompson, Al- 
fied W. Thompson, Henrietta Freeman, Mary E. Thompson, Anna EK. Thompson, El- 
len W. Thompson, Lucia A. Vhompson, Rhoda EK. Thompson. 

No. 7. Nene. 

No. 8. Sxunmer, Justus B. Thomas, Maria A. Pratt, Naney J. Thomas; Winter, None- 

No. 9. Summer,None; Wenter, Krastus -.. Richards. 

No. 10. Swmmer, None; Winter, Cyrus A. Lebarozr, Simeon Harlow, Isaac Harlow,, 
Ebenezer Smith, Benjamin G. Wallen, George A. Wallen. 

No. 11. None. i 

No. 12. Summer, Eleanor Harlow, Harriet Clark, A. T. Kent; Wenter, None. 

No. 13. Swmmer, Aurelia K. Holmes, Judith S.'Thomas; Winter, None. 

No, 14. Semmer, Lydia J. Wood; Winter, , 

No. 15. Summer,John W. Darling; Wereter, William B. Atwood. 

No. 16. Summer, None; Winter, Samuel 8. Lovell. 

No. 17. None. 

No. 18. GRAMMAR.— Summer, Edwin P. Holmes, Jesse H. Holmes, Carrie W- 
Coombs, Mary E. Tisdale; Winter, Nathan A. Perkins, George E. Simmons, Lothrop 
Perkins, Jesse H. Holmes, Mary E. Tinkham, Sarah J. Keith, Lavinia N. Morse, Helen 
C. Farnsworth. INtERMEDEATE.— Summer, None; Venter, Harriet E. Richmond- 
PRIMARY.-=None. 

No. 19. None. 

No. 29. "Summer, None; Winter, Amos Maker, 

No. 21. None. 

No. 22 Summer, None; Winter, George H. Browne, Albert T. Greene, Henry W- 
Redding, Maria E. Waldron. 


The accompanying Table exhibits many facts which are not contained in the former 
pages of this Report. It will be readily understood, we think. In giving the Wages of 
Teachers per month, including board, where the teacher ‘‘ boarded round,” the board has 
been estimated for females at 48, for males at $12 per month. By multiplying the wages 
per month by the length of the schools, and comparing the product with the amount re- 
ceived from the town treasury, it may be readily ascertained whether the board was paid 
from the town moncy, or contributed by the district. In No. 9, a portion of the teach- 
er’s pay was drawn from Carver. 

Respectfully submitted in behalf of the Committee. 
FRANCIS M. HODGES, Chairman. 
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Tue School Committee of Middleboro having attended to the duties 
assigned them, close their official labors by submitting the following 
Report :— 

They have endeavored to be faithful in examining the teachers nomi- 
nated by the prudential committee of each district, and have in no case 
given a certificate of approbation where there has appeared to be a man- 
ifest deficiency in literary, disciplinary, or moral qualifications. This 
they number among the causes which have contributed to the general 
success and satisfactory results of the schools. One of their first meas- 
ures, on entering their service, was to remove the reading and spelling 
books then in use, which, in addition to being inferior to others more 
recently published, had, by long familiarity, become unattractive and 
irksome to the majority of the teachers and pupils, —and to substitute a 
new and uniform series, which they have the pleasure of knowing has 


conduced much to an increased interest and proficiency in these funda- , 


mental and most important elements of education. 


In their interviews with the teachers and the pupils they have en- 


deavored to inculcate the importance of accuracy, promptness and ener- 


gy of mental habit,—insisting less on the quantity to be acquired than 
on the manner and quality. They bave also insisted on good order and 


becoming behavior in their fullest sense, in suhool and out of school,— 
to be attained, if possible, by kind admonition and persuasion, and with 
the willing compliance of the pupil and the ready co-operation of the 
parent, but at all events to be attained,—not ignoring the existence, or 
discarding the use of that time-honored and potent corrective of a sul- 
len temper and a perverse will, which the wise man declares adequate 
to drive ‘foolishness far away,” though “bound up in the heart of achild.” 
In no instance, they believe, has any teacher been allowed to feel that 
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the full authority of the Committee, both personal and official, would 
fail to be available in maintaining conformity to’rules clearly judicious 
and just. And they have felt called upon to take this position, not sim- 
ply from a regard to the present prosperity of the schools, but because 
they believe the best interests of the pupil and of society are involved 
in this matter. A child left to himself will not only ‘ bring his mother 
to shame,” but society to harm and himself to ruin. 

Submission to those in rivhtful authority, both in the family and in 
the school, the child should be taught to observe next to, and in con- 
nection with obedience to God. And this he should learn to do because 
it is RIGHT; because the relations in which his Maker has placed him 
impose upon him this most solemn duty. Whatever other motives may 
be urged, this should be the ultimate and crowning one. How else can 
one of the prominent objects of the school be secured, which is to make 
virtuous and law-aviding citizens? How can the pupil, who has grown 
up with a refractory and disobedient spirit towards the teacher and pa- 
rent, ever be expected to conform voluntarily to the laws essential to the 
well being of civil and social life? Besides, by the same process through 
which he becomes ungovernable by others, he renders himself incapable 
of self-control ; ana how can he ever be worthy of the privileges of a 
freeman in a vovernment like ours, the fundamental element of which 
is self-government? 

Modest and respectful deportment to superiors—a virtue nearest akin 
to obedience— should also be most strenuously enforced. If we should 
not be wise, we are reluctantly compelled to think that we should be 
truthful in saying, that, in the exemplification of this ornament of youth, 
‘*‘the former days were better than these.’’ Conceited precociousness, 
swaggering airs and impertinent language are not the scarce articles 
they should be, among the juvenile descendents of the Puritans. ‘*Young 
America’’ is not all a character of fiction. He is tound elsewhere than 
in the caricature print of the show-case and the comic page of the pop- 
ular monthly. He is not an ‘airy nothing,” but a real live creature, 
having, too, ‘*a local habitation and a name.” Yet, let not censure be 
too intensely concentrated upon him. He is a legitimate child of school 
and family discipline; in which, too much, children are treated like 
youth, youth like men, and reverence for gray hairs is forgotten. Ev- 
ery system has its extremes and its excrescences. ‘The severer regimen 
of our fathers produced its bashful, awkward Jonathan, with elements of 
character, nevertheless, far safer in a republican government, than the 
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drreverence, obstinacy and audacity of tne spoiled child of parental in- 
dulgence. The truth lies between the two. Let the strictness and the 
rigor of the old system be combined witlf the more liberal and genial el- 
ements of the new, and we shall have more filial children, better be- 
haved youth, and more useful men. 

The following extract fromthe Laws of the Commonwealth is worthy 
the most serious consideration of teachers and parents:—‘‘It shall be 
the duty ofall teachers of youth to impress upon the minds of children 
and youth committed to their care and instruction the principles of pie- 
ty, justice, and a sacred regard to truth, love to their country, humanity 
and universal benevolence, sobriety, industry ana frugality, chastity, 
moderation and temperance, and all those other virtues which are the 
ornament of human society, and the basis upon which a republican con- 
stitution is founded.” 

The Committee would be glad to believe it needless to urge on the 
attention of their fellow citizens the importance of public schools of a 
high order to the present and prospective interests of the community 
and of the country ; ; but the limited co-operation which teachers gener- 
ally receive, the fewness of the recorded visits to the schools by the re- 
sponsible guardians of the pupils, and the stinted measure and grudging 
spirit with which new facilities for instruction are granted prove the ex- 
istence of a contracted view of the merits of the subject. Particularly 
do they feel called upon to reiterate the appeal made in the report of 
last year for improvement in the school houses in many of the districts. 
A speaker in one of the recent state educational conventions said that 
the school house of olden times exists only in poetry. We wish it were 
so; for such specimens of a poorer and ruder age appear far better in 
the poet’s numbers, or on the artist’s canvass, than in the land of the 
Pilgrims. But he was mistaken. He was evidently not acquainted in 
‘** these paits;”’ for here may be seen the real ‘‘old school house,” a 
‘venerable relic of a former generation,’ It has survived the storms 
and the rustic vandalism of many a dreary winter. With its weather- 
bleached and leaky exterior, its shattered and clattering windows, its 
half hinged doors, its warped and splintered floors, its cracked stove and 
smoking pipe ‘always threatening to fall,’ its crumbling plastering 
and defaced walls, and its board seats and desks carved in all manner:of 
uncouth and indecent figures by thirty generations of Yankee jack- 
knives,—it stands devoid of all convenience and comfort, barren of ev- 
ery element cf taste and beauty, around, without and within, and in- 


6 


vites accomplished and aspiring young gentlemen and ladies here to en- 
gage in the : 

‘Delightful task! to rear the tender mind, 

And teach the young idea how to shoot.” 

In behalf of the old school house, we bespeak the favor of having its 
shattered members and rickety skeleton carefully taken down, and with 
due appreciation of its former services, of being ‘‘ gathered to its fath- 
ers.” 

In this connection, the Committee take great pleasure in referring to 
the recent action of the Purchade district (No 19), whose school bouse 
and surroundings came under such pointed and severe animadversion in 
the report of last year. Within the last few months a school edifice 
has been erected there, of tasteful appearance, spacious dimensions, con- 
venient arrangement, and upon ample and airy grounds. This building 
is an ornament and an honor to the district and the town, and furnishes 
gratifying evidence that the car of progress and improvement is in mo- 
tion. We earnestly hope that some of the other districts, who are far 
behind the times in providing educational facilties, will be incited by 
this noble and worthy example to ‘‘ go and do likewise.’ 


The following is a report of the condition of the different BER ON 
during the year :— 


DISTRICT No. 1. (Souuxes.) 


The summer term was taught by Miss Nancy S. Lorina, and the 
winter by Mr. Reusen A. Wixtsur. Miss Loring gave satisfaction to 
the district, and kept, as we think, a profitable school. Mr. Wilbur 
failed in discipline, and his teaching was not acceptable to the district. 

On account of the resignation of one member of the Committee before 
the end of the year, to whom the care of this school, and that of two or 
three others, was specially committed, the present Committee are not 
able to report those schools so particularly as otherwise they would 
have been able to do. 


DISTRICT No. 2. (WarervILttz.) 


This school was taught in the summer by Miss Drsoran Grspy, an 
efficient and able teacher, with her usual success; the winter term by 
Mr. A. A. MANN, a young gentleman of good abilities, and in this, his 
first effort at teaching, he was quite successful. 


eal 
DISTRICT No. 3. (THE GREEN.) 


The school in this district was taught during summer (4 3-4 months,) 
by Miss Carottne T. Woop, and during the winter by Mr. Erpripeau 
CusHMAN, (2 3-4 months). These teachers were successful in their ef- 
forts, both in discipline and teaching. Probably better satisfaction has 
never been given by teachers in that district, nor more progress mad: 
by the pupils in one year. 


DISTRICT No. 4, (Namasket VILLAGE.) 


This school in summer had two sessions: the first was conducted by 
Mr. Wo. F. Durern, who also taught the school the preceding winter. 
Mr. Durgin awakened a new interest in the subject of education, both 
in parents and pupils, and advanced the school to a higher position than 
it had ever before attained. He is a teacher of sterling worth and rare 
accomplishments, and on leaving for a more eligible position, his services 
were dispensed with by the district with general regret. 

In continuation of the summer school, Miss Harriet C. BarpEn 
was his successor, who gave proof, by the order and progress of the pu- 
pils, of an unusual aptness to teach and to govern. 

The winter term was taught by Mr. Franx B. T Hitiman with em- 
inent success. His discipline was even, firm and effectual; and his 
method of instructing clear, fundamental and comprehensive. He has 
earned a good reputation as a common school teacher. 

No district in town has been served by more worthy teachers during 
the past year than this, though less advanced than some in the charac- 
ter of its attendance. 


DISTRICT No. 5. (Norru.) 


Miss ExizanetH W, Tucker taugnt the school in this district, there 
being but one term, commencing in May and ending in December. 
This is one of our small school (the average attendance being only eight), 
which it should be the constant aim of the town to abolish, it not being 
a wise economy to employ a teacher to instrtct so limited a number, 


when she could teach four times that number with more profit to each 
scholar. 


DISTRICT No. 6. (THomrson.) 


The school in this district was taught during the summer by Miss 
Lucy B. Hows, a most efficient and thorough teacher, and during the 
winter by Mr. Amos SHERMAN, Jr., a most worthy successor of Miss H. 
Under the laborious efforts and untiring zeal of these teachers this 
school has come to be, without doubt, the model school of our town, in 
every respect. During Mr. Sherman’s administration of 2 4-5 months 
the school was visited by 163 persons, His whole number of scholars 


was 40; average attendance 39 1-9. Of the number, 31 were not ab- 
sent during the term, and 28 were neither absent nor tardy. It is readi- 
ly seen that such a school, with such interest among the parents, and 
such teachers, must show most commendable proficiency. 


, / 
DISTRICT No. 7. (Rocky Mzapow.) 


The summer term was taught by Miss Lucrzr Hammownp, and the 
winter term by Mr. C. P. WuxrrexLerR. The number of scholars is quite 
small, and the number in the adjoining district is not large, and the 
Committec are of opinion that a union of these two districts would be 
beneficial to both schools. "When visited by the Committee the school 
appeared well. 


DISTRICT No. 8. (THomAstown.) 

Miss Ex1zABETH C. Woop was teacher of this school in summer ; 
and in winter it was taught by Mr. Wm. W. Woop. The promptness, 
fidelity and earnest endeavors of these teachers deserve much praise. 
Under them the school was well governed and instructed, and made un- 
usual progress. 


DISTRICT No. 9. (Porx’s Pornt.) 
This district has a union school in connection with a school in Carver, 
whieh was taught in Carver the present year. 
DISTRICT No. 10. (Sourm Mipp1eEzono.) 


This school, together with Nos. 11, 12, 13 and 17, were under the 
special charge of Mr. Rider, of our Committee. Owing to his severe 
illness, he was unable to meet with the Committee to assist in making 
up their report. The Committee are therefore unable to report those 
schools in any degree of detail. This school was taught in summer by 
Miss BaTHsHEBA C. CLARK, in winter by Mr. Cuarues F. ALDEN, 


DISTRICT No. 11. (FRANcE.) 
This school was taught in summer by Miss Hannau P. Benz, and in 
winter by Mr. E. Trxzuson Pratt. 
DISTRICT No. 12. (Hraunanps.) 
Taught in summer by Miss Nancrz 8. Bares, and in winter by Mr. 
Matruew H. Cusuine. 
DISTRICT No. 13. (Rocx.) 


The summer term was taught by Miss Susan F'. Suaw, the winter 
term by Mr. Warren Eames. 


) 


DISTRICT No. 14. (Faux, Broox.) 


This school was taught in summer by MissSaran Mitcuetr. This 
was her first attempt at school-keeving ; and considering some peculiar- 
ities in the attendance, and the no great suitableness of the school house, 
we think she did well. As the prudential committee closed the school 
before her term of engagement had expired, without consulting the vis- 
iting committee, and for no alleged deficiency communicated to them, 
we must consider Miss Mitchell’s efforts faithful and reasonably suc- 
cessful. 

The winter term was kept by Mr. Anset C. Ricumonp, who con- 
ducted the school worthily and successfully, and, so far as we know, to 
the entire satisfaction of the district. 


DISTRICT No. 15. (Lowzanps.) 


This school was taught during the summer by Miss Mary E. THomr- 
son, and in the winter by Miss Hazapiau K. Cuipman. ‘There was 
perceptible progress by the pupils under both of these teachers. 


DISTRICT No. 16. (WavrpanuckEt.) 


The summer term was taught successfully by Miss Saran Morse. 
Mr. Bens. F. Houttoway taught the winter school to entire satisfac- 
tion, we believe. 


DISTRICT No. 17. (NeEcx.) 


‘This school was taught by Mrs. Hannan L. C. Jenks, during the 
summer, and in winter by Miss Karusnesa C. Crark. 


DISTRICT No. 18. (Four Corners.) 


The Primary department has been uader the control of Miss Mary 
L. TrnKuHamM for a number of years. ‘Through her kindness and affec- 
tionate treatment of her pupils she wins their confidence and love, and 
has been commendably successful in teaching those under her charge. 
The school has been too large to be accommodated in the room, and 
quite too large for the training of one teacher. There has been fitted 
up, therefore, another room, and the services of an assistant will be re- 
quisite next year. 


The Intermediate school has been taught durisg the year by Miss E. 
Fannie Wuererer. ‘This school has made most commendable progress 
in good conduct (Miss W. being athorough disciplinarian,) and marked 
improvement in Reading and Arithmetic. Cheering hopes are enter- 
tained of stiil greater proficiency during the coming year. 
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The Grammar school was taught the first term by Mr. Georce Far- 
WELL; the remaining time by Mr. Greorce B. Burrineron. who, 
though an earnest scholar himself, and eminently qualified in this re- 
spect and in educational attainments for a much higher grade of school, 
yet failed in discipline,—perhaps the most important feature of a suc- 
cessful teacher. This department is one that should have the fuli sym- 
pathy and co-operation of the parents with the Committee and teacher, 
in order to that proficiency which is expected from pupils of the age 
which attend here. Ifthe parents would visit this and the other schools 
in the district more generally and frequently, they would see much to 
enlist their sympathy with a faithful teacher, and secure a hearty co- 
operation which would greatly promote the welfare of the school. 


DISTRICT No. 19, (PuRcHADE.) 


In the summer, this school was taught by Miss Saran W. ALDEN, 
but was too large for her to direct. In other respects, she was success- 
ful and satisfactory. 

In the winter, the school came toa ‘‘ dead lock,” under the dynasty 
of Mr. Lewis WENrwortnH, some weeks before its regular close; but 
its wheels were immediately set in motion by his successor, Mr. Joun 
FF, ALDEN, who very triumphantly closed up the term to the entire sat- 
isfaction of the district, the school and the visiting Committee. 


DISTRICT No. 20. (Trrrcur Easr.) 


Miss CarotinE E. Weston taught the summer term with ability 
and credit. 

In the winter this school was taught by Mr. Wm. Emory Wuire. 
It was orderly, and in every respect, successful. ‘This young gentleman 
is nO mean acquisition to the corps of teachers. 


DISTRICT No. 21. (Trrrcur Wesz.) 


This school was conducted both summer and winter with the usual 
ability of Miss Henen H. Suaw, though under the disadvantage of a 
somewhat irregular attendance. 


DISTRICT No. 22. (Tiricur Souru.) 
Taught in summer by Miss Saran Dunsar, with distinguished 
success. 


In the winter, the school, though small, reflected great credit on its 
teacher, Mr. Jonn F. ALDEN, whose mode of imparting knowledge is 


1] 


scientific. The examination of his school was conducted analytically 
and would have done no discredit to any of our academies. 

This school, with No. 20, fraternized—in extra hours—in the study 
of Colburn’s Arithmetic, to their great mutual advantage. ‘This vol- 


untary act on the part of these schools is praiseworthy. 


Cc. C. BURNETT, ] 
I: Ce THACHER, School rab wees 
WM. H. WOOD, f 
WILSON C. RIDER, 
SAMUEL RICHARDSON, § 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 





‘One of the most sacred and responsible duties which the elective 
franchise of a people imposes upon any of its servants, is that of superin- 
tending its educational interests,—the intellectual and:moral epi of 
the children and youth. 

The decree has gone'forth like that of ‘the Médes and Persians that 
the youth of ourland shall ‘be educated. But how educated, and what 
kind of an education they are to receive, depends entirely upon the 
present guardians of society. The stability of our institutions, under 
‘God, depend mainly upon the right education of the youth. This the 
Fathers of our country and the framers of its policy, clearly forsaw ; 
hence their earnest solicitude and strong desires for the education of all 
the children in the land ; and in proportion as their ‘views are practi- 
cally maintained from generation to generation may we hope that the 
‘designs of the founders of the Republic will be realized. But if, on the 
contrary the people fail to recognize the vital importance of popular 
education, i. e., a system of free instruction of high order, offered: to 
every child in the land ; in the same proportion may we expect the 
-designs of our Fathers to fail and our glory to fade. 

‘She School Committee of Middleboro in making out their annual 
report, are happy to recognize the growing interest which the citizens 
manifest in the cause of popular education. 

In April, 1858, the sum of $4,500.00 was voted by the Town to 
be appropriated to educational purposes,—one thousand dollars more 
than it ever raised before. This amount, together with the state appro- 
priation, which was one hundred and ninety-nine dollars, was by a like 
vote put into the hands of the School Committee to be divided among 
the several Districts as they should deem right and proper. 

The forty-five hundred dollars were divided one quarter on the Dis- 
tricts and three-quarters on the children between the age of five and 
fifteen years, as had been the sovereign will of the people-for years vast. 
The one hundred and ninety-nine dollars were distributed among the 
Districts according to the best judgement of the Committee. 

The Committe have seen beneficial results from this increased appro- 
priation, in the additional length of all the schools not merely, but in 


¥ 
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the corresponding progress the pupils have made in their studies. The 
echools as a whole have thereby been lengthened about ove month, 
though in some instances where a female teacher has been employed 
during the winter term and has ‘‘boarded round,” the schools have been 
protracted to an undue length. We heartily disapprove of this ancient 
method of boarding teachers, and rejoice in the prospect of a new era, 
when the teacher shall no longer be obliged to travel from one end of 
the district to the other, in all seasons and all weathers, and to be made 
the observed of all observers by being a visitor in every family in the 
‘district. The tax thus imposed upon threé-guarters of those who board 
round, especially upon the ladies, on their physical strength and social 
feeling, is far too gréat for the money thus saved by the district. 

A pleasing interest in the education of the children has shown itself 
also in the matter of visiting schools by parents and others, there hav- 
ing been according to the Registers of the past year a larger number of 
such visits than the year before, and perhaps larger than any previous 
year. i | 

The matter of building new school-houses in some instances, and of 
remodeling others, seems still to demand the attention of the.citizens, 
In some of these temples of science where the laws of health are incul- 
cated through the study of physiology and hygiene, there is a terrible 
‘counter instruction imparted by the structure of the benches on which 
the pupils sit, and the bad air they inhale for the want of good ventila- 
tion. This subject deserves more than a passing notice in a school 
report. The foundation of disease is too often laid, and in some instan- 
‘ces health and happiness sacrificed for life, by being confined in such 
inconvenient, unhealthy and barberous structures. ‘*There is that scat- 
tereth and yet increaseth ; and there is that withholdeth more than is 
meet but it tendeth to poverty.”’ Some of the school-houses are a dis- 
grace to the town and a shame to the people of the districts where they 
are located. May a sense of justice to the children, and public respect, 
soon produce a change wherever it is needed on this wise. 

There are now too many Districts in the town, (23), for good econ- 
omy and successful instruction. Some of them therefore might be 
advantageously united, and spacious and convenient school-houses 
erected, for which the children of the rising generation would bless the 
present guardians of society when they are dead. | 


With suitable school houses—the best text books—competent teach- 
-ers—an efficient School Committee—interested parents—and money 
enough to continue the schools forty weeks in a year, it is hardly poss- 
ible to conceive why the children of Middleboro should not be educated 
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ih every sense equal to the age in which they live and thé requirements 
that will be made of them ; not that every child even thus privileged will 
become a prodigy in genius ‘or learning, but as sureas the products of 
the garden exceeds the wild fruit of the forest, so surely will such facil- 
‘ities of Education produce‘a high tone of human thought and a very 
‘general extent of intellectual and moral attainment, 

In making an annual report; the object is to show the existence of ~ 
the severa: schools in town and exhibit the statistics of the same and 
thus produce a moré lively interest among parents and scholars. 

Appended are brief accounts of the several schools. As a geteral 
thing the teachers have proved themselves competent to their uhder- 
‘taking, and the schools have made very commendable proficiency. 





— 


DISTRICT NO. 1,- 
Epwin Sour, Prudential Committee. 

Money Appropriated, $158.39. 

The Summer term of this school was taught by Miss Carrie E. 
Soule, and the Winter term by Mr. Augustus H. Soule, both good 
‘and experienced teachers. For order and good deportment this school 
has ranked high, and its progress in scholarship has been marked and 


commendable. 


No. of scholars. ay. attendance. Wages of Teachers Length of schools. 
‘Summer, 20 14 87-170 $18 4 ]1-4.mos. 
Winter, 26 21 1-2 32 3 1-4 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 
Crruas Morssz, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $253.59. : 

This school vas kept in the Summer by Miss Deborah Gisby an ex- 
perienced and efficient teacher. Her method of instruction is thorough, 
her discipline is excellent and eonsequently her*school was a good one. 
The Winter term was kept by Mr. Wm. W. Wood, who evidently la- 
bored hard to sustain the character of the school, but failing in disci- 


pline, his efforts were not successful. te, 

No. of scholars. av. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, d1 34 42-59 $19.66 61-2 mos, 
Winter, 45 Ol 29-41 25 4 1-10 mos. 


DISTRICT NO.'s. 
Er1as Woop, Prudential Committee. 
Money appropriated, $238 75. 
This school was taught during the Summer by Miss Caroline T. Wood, 


and during the Winter by Mr. Elbridge Cushman. Both these teachers 


were employed in this school the year before, and they both have sus- 


iy. 
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tained their former reputation as workmen that need not to be ashamed. 
The school has been well taught and very commendable progress has 


been made by the pupils in their respective studies. 


No. ofscholars. ay. attendance. Wagesof Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, 45 35 57-105 $23 5 1-4 mos. 
Winter, 45 42 3-5 40 6 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 4, 
Cart. Lzonarp Driaas, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $220.19. 

Both terms of this school were taught by Miss Harriet C. Barden 
with her usual success. The people of this district were universally 
satisfied, the Committee pleased and the scholars advanced in their 
studies, 


No. of scholars. av. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, 42 27 6-7 $18 6 mos. 
Winter, 42 32 1-3 26 4 1-2 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 
ALANSON DaruinG, Prudential Committee, 
Money Appropriated, $83.46. 

Isa very small school. It requires no ordinary patience to teach so 
few as six or eight scholars. The advancement of the pupils was very 
fair under the instruction of Miss Nancy Tucker during the Summer. 
The Winter school was conducted by Miss Butterworth with success— 


though interrupted for weeks by sickness. 


: No. ofscholars. ay.attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, 8 8 $14.50 41-3 mos. 
(; Winter, , 7 7 14.50 4 1-3 mos, 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 
Ira SHaw, Prudential Committee. 
, Money Appropriated, $190.24. 

This district was fortunate in securing the services of Miss Elizabeth 
King, during the Summer term. The examirfation at the close of the 
term, did great credit to both teacher and pupils. The Winter school 
was in charge of Mr. Kmery White, who gave entire satisfaction to the 
Committee and the district. 


No. of scholars. ayv.attendance, Wages of Teachers. ‘Length of schools. 
Summer, 30 25 $18 4 mos. 
Winter, 28 23 35 5mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 
Asa SuHaw, Prudential Committee. . 
Money Appropriated, $96.60. 
Miss Deborah R. Bumpus taught this school during the Summer and 
considering that this was her first term in teaching school, she succeed- 
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ed very well.. Mr. E. T, Pratt succeeded her, and as usual gave good 
satisfaction, The school though smal: has made commendable advance- 


ment. 


No. of scholars. av.attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools.. 
Summer, 16 15 21-83 89 33-4 mos. 
Winter, 16 13 380 Z mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 
Isaac §. SHuRTLEFF, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $169.53. 

The Summer term of this school was taught by Miss Lizzie C. Wood’ 
who was employed in the same school the Summer before. She main- 
tained very good government. Her scholars advanced in their studies 
and improved in their general deportment under her administration. 
Mr, Reuben A. Wilbur, Jr., taught the school during the Winter with 


commendable suecess. 


No. of scholars. ay. attendance. Wagesof Teachers. Length of schools. . 
Summer, 27 20 1-2 $16 2-5 mos. 
Winter, 24 19 30 3 1-2 mos. . 





DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Asapu Arwoop, JR., Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $27.20. 

The Summer term was taught ty Miss Julia A. Thomas, a faithful’ 
teacher, under whose instruction the school made good progress. The. 
Winter school was commenced by Miss Rebecca Gammons a_ teacher 
well qualified for her situation, but on account of sickness she left, after. 
- haying taught some two weeks, and the school was finished by Miss: 
Lizzie B, Shurtleff, with good success. This school is united with the: 


adjoining district in Carver. 


No. of scholars. ayv.attendance. Wagesof Teachers. Length of schools, . 
Summer, 2 from Middleboro. —— $17 mos. 
Winter, —_ — 24 3 5-10 mos. 





DISTRICT NO. 10. 
Joun Q. A. Morsz, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $168.39. 
The Summer term was taught by Miss Lizzie B. Shurtleff who kept 
a good, and we think a profitable school for the district. Mr. Matthew 
H. Cushing taught the Winter school. Mr. Cushing is an excellent 
teacher. ‘The Committee were much pleased with the good order and 
deportment of the school, and the thorough training which the scholars 


showed that they had received in their different studies. 

No. ofscholars. ay. attendance. Wages of Teachers, Length of sehools. 
Summer, 28 22 6-10 $16 3 6-30 mos. 
Winter, bl . 266-10. 30 3 5-30 mos, 
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DISTRICT NO, 11. 
Joun Tinxuam, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $190.82. 

Miss Sarah A. Dunbar taught the Summer term in this district — 
The school appeared well when visited by the Committee, and the 
scholars showed at their examination that they had made good improve- 
ment. We think Miss Dunbar a good teacher. ‘The Winter term was 
under the instruction of Mr. E. T. Pratt, an experienced and thorough 
teacher. Mr. P. taught a very good school to the satisfaction of the 


district and the Committee. 


No. of scholars. av. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, ay | 24 25-100 $16 35-10 mos. 
Winter, 26 18 08 3 mos, 


DISTRICT: NO. 12. 
SamureL W. Riper, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $205.35. 

The Summer school was taught by Miss Amelia F. Butterworth, with, 
her usual success. The Winter school was under the instruction of Mr. 
Charles F. White. Although this was Mr. White’s first school he 
proved to bea faithful and efficient teacher, and we are satisfied that 


his school was a profitable one to the district. 


No. of scholars.. av.attendance. Wagesof Teachers. Length of schools, 
Summer, 41 32 18, 3 75-100 mos. 
Winter, 47° 38 ; 26.40 5 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 13. 
OrLANDO W. Carver, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated $199.77. 

The Summer term was taught by Miss Adeline V. Wood, a teacher. 
of superior qualifications, under whose charge the School made good 
improvement. Mr. I. F. Atwood taught the Winter school,—one of 
our best and most experienced teachers. Mr. A. has a well-earned — 
reputation as a successful instructor in this and the neighboring towns, 
His method of instruction is thorough and systematic, requiring his. 
pupils to give a reason for each process, with all of the ‘“‘whys and 
wherefores.” The District was particularly fortunate in their selection 
of teachers, and have had a very profitable school during the year. 


No. of scholars, av. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools, 
Summer, 39 33 19 mos. 
Winter, 49 33 387 3 5-10 mos. 





DISTRICT NO. 14. 
JosHuA Woop, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $205,385. 
This school was taught during the Summer by Miss Waity Harding. 
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Her pupils were obedient and orderly ; her instruction thorough ; her 
success complete. Few schools in town have done better than this. 
The Winter term was taught by Miss Adeline V. Wood. Her previous 
experience and success, warranted high expectations and they were fully 
met. She taught a good school. 


No. ofscholars. ay. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, 34 24 19 1-2 mos. 
Winter, 40 25 29-40 25 5) mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 15. 
Soranus Arwoop, Prudential Committee, 
Money appropriated, $116 86. 
_ The Summer school was condacted by Miss Isabella G. Poiicate, 
with her usual ability. The Winter term was in charge of Mr. A. Loth- 
rop, during which term a new impetus was given to the cause of educa- 
tion in this school. 


No. of scholars. av. attendance. Wages of Teachers Length of schools. 
Summer, 20 13 5-10 s15 5mos. 10 days. 
Winter, 19 14 5-10 21.25 3 mos. lddays. 


DISTRICT NO. 16. 
SamMuEeL W, Crarx, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $160.82. 

The Summer term was taught by Miss Priscilla C. Pratt. This school 
is not as advanced as many of our schools, mostof the scholars being 
quite small. It appeared well when visited by the Committee. The 
Winter term was under the instruction of Mr. Edward W. Wood. 
This was Mr. W’s first school. He succeeded well, and wiil, we think, 
make one of our best teachers. Both terms were satisfactory to us, and 
we believe to the district. 


No. of scholars. av.attendance. Wagesof Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, 24 16 $17 3 76-100 mos. 
Winter, 24 17 26.40 3 25-100 mos. 


DISTRICT NO, 17. 
TyzierR Perrce, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $163.69. 

The Summer schoo: was under the charge of Miss Susan F. Shaw, a 
teacher of some experience. The school appeared well when visited by 
the committee. The Winter term was taught by Miss Watie A. Har- 
ding. Miss Harding is one of our best teachers and fully sustained her 
former reputation. Her method of instruction is thorough, systematic 


and practical, and well-adapted to the wants of this school. 


No. ofscholars, ay. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, 23 16 6-10 $17 4 25-100 mos. 
Winter, 26 18 3-10 20.36 i 25-100 mos. 
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DISTRICT NO. 18, 
Rey. I. C. THacuer, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $1028.64. 

The Primary Department of this school has been under The Chil- 
dren’s Teacher, Miss Mary L. Tinkham, who has succeeded with her 
charge nicely, as she ever has, and is ever expected to. The Second 
Primary was taught by Miss Sarah J. Tisdale, who was very success- 
ful in winning the affections of Miss Tinkham’s graduates, and lent very 
commendable aid in helping her little ones up the ‘‘iadder of learning.”’ 


The Intermediate was taught by Miss E. Fannie Wheeler with her 
usual complete success. We only regret that we can have her asa teacher 
no more, and are satisfied tkat her associates and pupils will gratefully 
remember her for long years to come, for her high-toned and lady-like 
character, and her unwearied, methodical and successful efforts in teach- 
ing. 

The Grammar Department has been taught by Mr. Amos Sherman, 
Jr., with his usual success. This department has been very full during 
the year, especially the winter term. Still, order has been brought out 
of confusion, a stimulus imparted to the pupils in study, and most de- 
sizable attainment have been made in the great work of Education. 
We would here again bespeak the hearty and practical co-operation of 
the parents and guardians who have children in this department, re- 
ceiving a home instruction, whereby they shall beget a dove for books, 
and scholarly deportment, that our children may be fitted for, and act 
worthy the privileges they enjoy and the stern duties of life. 


No. ofscholars. ay. attendance. Wages of Teachers, Length of schools. 
« og A) 


Summer, 113 89 2-5 $2 3 3-4 mos. 
a 52 36 14-25 20 ps 
te 65 58 1-2 40 3 1-4 mos. 
Fall, 113 80 2-5 20 3 mos. 
‘ 48 40 11-60 20 3 
y.: 59 55 40) A 
Winter, 95 86 20 3 1-2 mos. 
“4 48 40 11-60 20) “ 
_ 82 79 4-5 50 + 


Paid Miss Tisdale for teaching $117. 
DISTRICT NO. 19. 
James G. Cusuman, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated $286.99. 

This very large school was successfully conduted by Miss Ellen P. 
Pratt. This was her last labor onearth. Her zeal to perform faithful- 
ly her duty, doubtless hastened her end. The Committee, as in duty 
bound, hesitate not to express the high estimation of the character of 
this lamented young lady, as a teacher and a Christian. Mr. John F. 
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Alden, an old, tried, and successful teacher gave entire satisfaction to 
all parties, during the winter term. 


No. of scholars. ay.attendance. Wages of Teachers. Dene of sabeyle: 
Summer, 60 48 a 


Winter, 60 50 6-10 40 i 1- ace 


DISTRICT NO. 20. 
JAMES ALDEN, Pyudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $222.22. 
Miss Frances C. Balch taught this school during the Summer. Mr. 
Charles F. Alden fully answered the expectations of the district and the 


Committee, in his office as teacher, during the Winter. 


No. of scholars. ay. attendanee. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, 26 22 5-10 14 4 mo 
Winter, 36 28 3-10 38 3 ee 17 days. 


DISTRICT NO. 21. 
Davib F. Srrarrin, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $170.82. 
The Summer school made commendable advancement, under the in- 
struction of Miss Lucea A. Drake. The Winter school was more than 
ordinarily prosperous in charge of Mr. John Alden, a young teacher. 


At the examination the evidences of careful labor were manifest. 


No. of scholars. ay. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, 29 20 7-10 $16 Sik 2e MOSs 
Winter, 31 Doel 39 3 1-5 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 22. 
Davip ALpEN, Prudential Committee. 
Money Appropriated, $145.97. 
Miss Sarah W. Alden taught with success during the Summer term. 
Mr. Holloway conducted the Winter school. Both in teaching and dis- 


cipline he manifested a good degree of efficiency. 


No. of scholars. av.attendance, Wages of Teachers. Heng of schools. 
Summer, 18 16 $16 3 1-6 mos. 
Winter, 18 16 30 3 mos. 


DISTRICT NO, 238. 
Money Appropriated, $20.67. 


The scholars in this district attend school in Lakeville. 
4 scholars from Middleboro. 


I. C. THACHER, 
S. RICHARDSON, } ScHooL CoMMITTEF. 
THOMAS WESTON, Jz., 





Pet gece 


jee~ ¢ 
q 
5 
- 
- 
~~ 
{ 


7 





As i 
vo M jae) \ fF 
‘ * 7 , . 
ES ae ae 
M4 oy & " > 
Nii ts" 
. aa y 
: as » ' 
’ i) ’ 
: iM Pa 5 
, | +e , 3 
> s € > ' 4 
fi uy ; 3 
f ‘ 


RHPORT 


The Schoo! Committee 


Middleborough, 


For LBS5359-GoO. 


~ MIDDLEBORO: 
STILLMAN PRATT, PRINTER, “GAZETTE” OFFICE, 
1860. 


ag 


ies, ¢ % 


ae . 
’ pe ae 
‘ . ? 


“+ KG 
pred hy 


ed a 
ah 


ug 


aye 





ANNUAL REPORT. 


Frettow Citizens: — Your Committee have not been unmindful of the 
high trust committed to them, nor of the solemn responsibilittes it in- 
volved; knowing that cultivated mind, alone, is competent to the task of 
securing the rich results of our ‘‘ manifest destiny ’’ as a poople. The in- 
fancy of manhood, in the dotage of generations, where the powers of the hu- 
man mind have been undeveloped by mental training; and the proud and 
noble manhood of man, where letters have been cultivated, have been rec- 
ognized as teaching the impressive lesson that, next to piety, a nation’s glo- 
ry is her institutions of learning — that her strongest bulwarks of defence 
are her school houses — her army of invincibles, her teachers —and her 
generalissimo, executive authority in directing the efforts of this noble 
corps. While some, accounting for the intellectual superiority of Germany, 
have regarded her narrow territorial limits as the cause, which impeding 
her growth laterally, turned it upwards, your Committee have not forgotten 
that this ‘“‘ upward growth ’”’ has been the efficient: cause of our country’s 
lateral enlargement ; nor that like causes are to produce like effects in time 
to come — that the true index of prosperity is education —and that the 
gigantic power of our time is mind cultivated, the deep resources of intel- 
lect developed. It is regarded as unquestionably true, that the noblest in- 
heritance a people can bequeath to their children is education. And if 
they may be permitted to make a suggestion of deep and solemn import, it 
is that you see well to the mental, as well as moral training of your child. 
ren ; guard well their interests in this respect ; co-operate with those whom 
you employ in this work; and in due season you will reap a rich harvest. 

The number of schools and the condition of school houses are as last year. 
There has been no very serious failure among the teachers; while the ratio 
of advancement among the schools is in advance of the previous year. 
Your committee are unanimously and decidedly of opinion that the addi- 
tional sum voted, and expended by the town last year, for educational pur- 
poses, has been a judicious and wise‘expenditure. The whole sum from the 
‘Town and State was divided among the districts nearly as last year. The 
labors of your Committee for the year have closed: ‘Their desire and efforts 
have been to advance the interests of sound learning in our town: witb 
what success judge ye. 


4 SCHOOL REPORT. 
_ The following is a brief account of each school :— 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 
Money appropriated, $152.37. 

This school was taught during the Summer term by Miss M. FI. Woop, 
and, considering it was her first effort at teaching, the school appeared well. 
Winter term by A. H. Sours, Esq., with his usual success. 

No. of scholars. Av. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. : 


Summer, 21 14 14-85 ~ $18.00 41-4 mos. 
Winter, — 27 ws 32.00 2 3-4 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 
Money appropriated, $260.68. 
This school has been taught by Miss D. Gispy during the year, and has 
made, as would be expected from her skill and experience, most commenda- 
ble progress. 


No. of scholars. Ay. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 


Summer, 50 31 1-60 $20.00 6 mos. 
Winter, 48 34 1-56 28.00 4 1-4 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 38. 
. Money appropriated, $224.68. 
Miss Harrier C. Barpen was the teacher of this school during the Sum- 
mer, under whose labor it made most commendable progress. Miss B. is 
one of our best teachers. The Winter term was kept by Mr. D. S. Pinus- 


BURY, with credit to himself and with general improvement of the pupils. 
No. of scholars. Ay. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 


Summer, 40 30 $23.00 31-4 mos. 
Winter, 50 43 5-27 37.50 3 13-20 mos, 
. DISTRICT NO. 4. 

Money appropriated, $220.99. 

Miss R. C. Gammons commenced this school with most flattering nrdedeee 
but was compelled to relinquish it on account of sickness. Miss A. Y. 
Woop succeeded her and completed the school with her usual success, and 
the general satisfaction of the district. Mr. James H. Wesron taught the 
Winter school and succceded well. The discipline was good, the scholars 
kind and studious, and the result of the whole year good, — progress made 
in the right direction. 

No. of scholars. Av. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 
Summer, 38 29 $20.00. 4 13-20 mos. 
Winter, 51 43 7-79 35.00 3 19-20 mos. 
DISTRICT NO. 5. 
Money appropriated, $87.89. 
Miss A. I’. Burrerworru taught this school during both the Summer 
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and Winter terms, with as good success as might be expected in @ school 
so small in number,—very small. 
No. of scholars, Av. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 


wines : 10 926-125 $14.00 6 1-4 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. . 
- Money appropriated, $182.99. 

This school, taught during the Summer by Miss A. M. Witte, and in 
the Winter by Mr. F.. M. Spraaur, reflects great credit upon both its 
its teachers, and amply vindicates its right to the high reputation it has 
long had. Singularly fortunate in its teachers, this school has few equals, 
and no superior in town. 

No. of scholars. Av. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools, 
Summer, 30 26 9-85 $18.00 31-2 mos. 
Winter, 41 36 7-58 39.00 27-8 mos. 
DISTRICT NO. 7. 
Money appropriated, $105.45. 

‘Miss S. L. Wuester taught this school during the Summer term, and 

Miss A. V. Woop the Winter term. ‘Though the school is small, it has evi- 


dently made good progress. 
No. of scholars. Av. attendanee. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 


Summer, | 17 13 1-15 $17.00 3 3-4 mos. 
Winter, . 20 KE ‘20.00 3 3-4 mos. 
DISTRICT NO. 8.- 
Money appropriated, $147.14. 
Miss S. W. AnpEen taught the Summer term, and Miss M. Lan the Win- 
ter. Miss Lane has acquitted herself with special honor. 


No. of scholars. Av. attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 


Summer, — 20 15 4-15 $18.00 ‘8 mos. 
Winter, 21 15 25-148 22.00 4. | mose"* 


. DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Money appropriated, $30.00. 


This school is united with the Carver school, and the Carver Committee 
take charge of it this year. 8 scholars from Middleboro. 


, »DISTRICT NO. 19. 
Money appropriated, $172.99 

The Summer term was taught by Miss E. I. Houmes, ‘creditabiy for a 
young teacher. The Winter term was taught by Mr. M. H. Cusmina. He 
is an experienced teacher, and has sustained his former excellent reputation. 
No. of scholars. Av, attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 

Summer, 25 17 17-20 $15.00 4 mos. 

Winter, 32 26 6-71 30.00 3 11-20 mos. 

*. 
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° DISTRICT NO, 11. 
Money appropriated, $165.60. 

Miss Prisciuta C. Pratre taught the Summer school, and sustained her 
former reputation well. ‘The Winter term was taught by Mr. E. W. Woon, 
successfully, especially in discipline. , 

No. of scholars. Ay.attendance. Wages of Teachers. Length of schools. 


Summer, 33 24 11-30 $19.00 4 1-2 mos. 
Winter, 36 _ 29 3-22 33.00 4 1-2 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 
Money appropriated, $213.61. 
Miss A. M. Hanrtow conducted the Summer school with good success ; 
and Mr. E. H. Cornisu the Winter school. 


No, of scholars, Av. attendance, Wagesof Teachers, Length of schools, 


: Summer, 35 25 9-80 $18.00 4 mos. 
Winter, 39 Ja 0-5 28.00 4 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 18. 
Money appropriated, $206.12. 
The Summer school was taught by Miss Watre A. Harpina; the Winter 


by Mr. I. F. Arwoop, a thorough disciplinarian and teacher. _ His school is 
excelled by none in town. 


No. of scholars, Av attendance, Wagesof Teachers, Length of schools, 
Summer, 43 Ehsan) $20.00 3 1-2 mos. 
Winter, 47 42 3-7 40.00 5 38-20 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 14. 
Money appropriated, $172.99. 
Miss I. Tompson taught during the Summer. ‘Though a good teacher, 
she might improve in discipline. ‘he Winter school was taught by Mr. 


W. CiarKkson Riper, who being an earnest teacher succeeded well. 
No, of scholars, Av. attendance, Wages of Teachers, Length of schools, 


Summer, 23 ’ 16 4-5 $18.00 31-4 mos. 
~ Winter, 37 28 1-82 24.602 4 1-10 mos. 

DISTRICT NO. 15. 

Money appropriated, $105.45. 

This district secured the valuable services of Miss H. K. Curpman during 
the Summer ; and of Mr. J: A. Lormnor in the Winter. A new impetus 
has been given to this school under the managemement and instruction of 
Mr. Lothrop, very much to the gratification of the Committee, and the ered- 
it of all conceraed. 

' No. of scholars, Av. attendance, Wages of Teachers, Length of schools, 


Summer, ll 10 3-5 $14.00 21-2 mos. 
Winter, 23 18 25.00 3 
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DISTRICT NO. 16. 
Money appropriated, $136.06. 
The Summer term was commenced by Miss Lucy T. W. Barrows, who 
taught six weeks; and closed by Miss Mary E. Ricumonp. The Winter 
term was taught by Miss M. A. Tuomas. ‘lhe school under her charge 


made good progress, to the satisfaction of both the district and Committee. 
No. of scholars, Av.attendance, Wagesof Teachers, Length of schools, 


Summer, 14 12 $13.00 and $15.00 4 mos. 
Winter, 24 19 1-4 19.00 4 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 17. 
Money appropriated, $165.60. 
The Summer term was successfully taught by Miss E. F. Perkins; Win- 
ter term by Miss Carorine T. Woop, one of our best teachers. 
No. of scholars, Av. attendance, Wagesof Teachers, Length of schools, 


Summer, 27 18 149-170 $13.88 41-4 : mos. 
Winter, 25 20 13-93 22.00 4 13-20 mos. 


DISTRICT NO, 18. 
Money appropriated, $1172.26. 

The Primary department of this school has been during the year under 
the the tutelage of Miss Mary L. Tinkuam, who has succeeded, as usual, 
in winning the affections of her little ones. Miss S. J. ‘T1spare has had the 
care of the next department two terms, and has merited the entire approval 
of the Committee. These remarks are true of Miss Lizzie Rine, who had 
charge of the same department the remaining term. The first term of the 
Intermediate department was very successfully taught by Miss Exizaberu 
P. Kine. Miss Lucy M. Putnam commenced the second term, and, much 
to the regret of the Committee and pupils, was obliged to relinquish on ac- 
count of sickness. Miss Saran Smrru succeeded Miss Putnam, and fin- 
ished the term. Mr. Amos Suerman taught the Grammar department 
during the first term with admirable skill. Mr. Horace Graves has had 
charge of it during the residue of the year, and though a scholarly young 
man, yet for some reason, or reasons, he did not succeed as it was hoped he 
might. 


No. of scholars, Avy. attendance, Wagesof Teachers, Length of schools, 
Summer, 101 71 13-48 6 3-4 mos. 
4 30 22 1-2 20.00 3 1-4 mos. 
sy 26 AL 20.00 3 1-2 mos 
A 59 39 189-250 20.00 61-4 mos. 
4 50 39 45.00 3 1-2 mos. 
Winter, 98 68 57-70 20.00 3 1-2 mos. 
ed 26 20 20.00 3 1-2 mos. 
ny 57 46 22.00 3 1-2 mos 
a4 62 54 45.00 3 1-2 mos 
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DISTRICT NO. 19. 
Money appropriated, $260.30. 
This is a very large school. It was conducted in the Summer by Miss 
Evia Woop, with commendable success; and in the Winter by Mr. C, F. 


ApEn, an old and experienced teacher, very creditably. 

No. of scholars, Ay. attendance, Wagesof Teachers, Length of schools, 
Summer, 50 36° $22.00 4 mos. 
Winter, 61 52 40.00 4 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 20. 
Money appropriated, $173.07. 

Miss C. E. Weston, an experienced teacher, was appointed to this school 
for the year. Her success was equal to the expectation of the Committee. 

. No.of scholars, Ay.attendance, Wages of Teachers, Length of schools, 
Summer, 32 2 18.00 31-5 mos. 
Winter, 4] 31 58-89 23.00 4 9-20 mos. 

i ek DISTRICT NO. 21. 
, Money appropriated, $176.91. 

Miss L. E. Pratr taught the Summer school with good ability; and was 
succeeded by Miss E. Woop, in the Winter school, who gave satisfaction to 
the district. 

No. of scholars, Av. attendance, Wages of Teachers. Length of schools, 
29 


Summer, pare ses 28 1-3 $18.00 3 3-4 mos. 
Winter, 36 29 27-40 24.00 4 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 22. 
Money appropriated, $136.06. 

Miss Saran Dunerar had charge of this school in Summer, and acquitted 
herself with credit. Mr. J F. Anpsn, one of our best teachers, taught in 
the Winter. In addition to his rare facility in government, and correct 
method ef imparting instruction, his penmanship alone, which is generally 


inferior in our schools, should and will make him a popular teacher. 
No. of scholars, Av. attendanee, Wages of Teachers, Length of schools, 
16.00 


Summer, 19 15 91-110 2 3-4 mos. 
Winter, 19 17 19-24 35.00 2 1-2 mos. 


DISTRICT NO. 23. 
Money appropriated, $50.87. 
The scholars of this district attend school in Lakeville. 10 scholars 
from Middleboro. 


SAMUEL RICHARDSON, | 
ICHABOD F. ATWOOD, ¢ School Committee. 
STILLMAN PRATT, 
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REPORT. 


In presenting their Report the School Committee will in some respects 
depart from the custom of their predecessors. It hag been a general cus- 
tom in this town, as in some others, for the School Committee to come to- 
gether at the close of the school year and hold a sort of coroner’s inquest 
over what remains of the departed teachers. At these sittings the teachers 
and their Registers are dissected, and the results are noted down, which in 
due form appear in print as an impartial report of the condition of the sev- 
eral districts. ‘hese reports are cagerly sought after by the transmigrated 
teachers, in order to ascertain what bodies they are to occupy in the future. 
The status of many is not changed. Some occupy bodies superior to what 
they expected, and superior to what they know they deserve, while the re- 
verse is true of others. 

We will drop the figurative. “To err is human.” School Committees 
cannot claim exemption from bias more than other persons. In their criti- 
cisms they may unintentionally wound the feelings of a sensitive young 
teacher, crushing all his fond aspirations, and entirely change the current 
of his life; whereas, were they to give him advice in the right direction, 
and in a private, friendly manner, they would in many cases save to the 
profession a valuable teacher. 

Frequently all or a part of the School Committee are teachers, and it 
therefore becomes a delicate task to pass judgment upon their co-laborers. 
The evils of these personal criticisms more than counterbalance the good. 
We shall therefore state the general condition of the schools, offer such 
suggestions as come to mind, and give a detailed account of the several 
districts in a tabular form, at the end of this report. 

We are happy to state that our intercourse with each other, with the 
Prudential Committees, and with the scholars and parents, has been almost 
uniformly harmonious. We can cheerfully bear testimony to the untiring 
zeal, perseverance, enthusiasm, and consequently eminent success of a ma- . 
jority of the teachers. Some who came before us in examination, and ap- 
peared very efficient, exciting in the minds of the Committee high expecta- 
tious, have disappointed us. Their eminent success has only been impaired 
by their deficiency in government. 
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We have perceived that a teacher may keep a model school in one district, 
under favorable circumstances, and but an ordinary one when removed to 
another district. In the former there was a trinity of feeling on the part of 
the teacher, pupils and parents, without which no school will be completely 
successful. In this connection we would suggest that teachers endeavor to 
adapt themselves to surrounding circumstances; love the parents, scholars, 
and the school house, — or, if it be an unsightly shell, love the one in pro- 
spective. Of course parents will bear in mind that there is a correlative to 
this. 


In some of the districts the teachers were new beginners, who thought it 
a delightful undertaking to keep a school; but by experience found it quite 
a serious matter. If such will make proper use of their experience, they 
will become more efficient teachers, year by year. 


>? 


If ‘‘ like minister like people’’ is true, it is none the less so of teachers 
and scholars. A showy, superficial teacher will present to the Committee a 
similar school, while a systematic, thorough one will present the reverse of 
the the former. ‘There will be no guessing in the latter, for the scholars 
‘will soon learn that if they guess at the answer they will also have to guess 
at the wHy. We would recommend that the important little word wuy be 
used very frequentiy in all the schools. The scholar should give the wuy 
for every step in his progress until the instructor is satisfied that he is suf- 
ficiently familiar with the reasons. 


Your Committee being entirely a new board cannot speak of the condi- 
tion of the schools this year in comparison with previous years. They be- 
lieve them to be in a condition sufficiently healthy to justify the liberal ap- 
propriation which the town in its assembled wisdom has made for the last 
three years. We believe that the additional thousand dollar tax which was 
voted two years since will prove to be a profitable investment, and we re- 
commend that the school tax be not diminished. 


We have made but one change in School Books. The Progressive Speller 
has displaced two of Sargent’s Standard Spellers, with very general satis- 
faction. We meditate no further change in books during the coming year. 


We have not been obliged to use our power in expelling any scholar, or 
in withdrawing our approbation from any teacher. 


The Committee cannot say that the schools are all that they wish they 
were. Part of the remedies are not under their control. The schools suf- 
fer much by the frequent change of teachers. ‘There are but few districts 
that have employed the same teachers through the year. In order to 
lengthen the Winter term, the Visiting Committce in one section of the 
town recommended to the Prudential Committees the propriety of securing 
the services of female teachers. ‘This change was not agreeable to a few of 
the larger scholars and their parents, yet no serious difficulty has occurred. 
We believe such parents will conquer their prejudices and coincide with 
the Committee, when they sce that they have as good schools and much 
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longer ones. This town employs a much greater proportion of male teach- 
ers in Winter than any other town in this vicinity. 

The School Committee invite co-operation on the part of the Prudential 
Committees, in order that the schools may be improved during the coming 
year. We would suggest that where a teacher has taught successfully an 
effort be made to secure the services of the same term after term. Employ 
those who intend to made teaching their business, in preference to those 
who leave their more appropriate occupations because they can earn the 
dollar in the school room easier than elsewhere. It is hoped that no third 
rate teacher will be presented for examination; for we intend to do our 
duty, ignoring the claims of consanguinity. 

We would not fail to make favorable mention of one clergyman (the eld- 
est in town), whose naize we find on the list of visitors in many of the 
Registers. We would recommend to other clergymen and literary gentle- 
men and ladies to do likewise. Indeed, the laws of the Commonwealth 
make it their duty to visit the schools. Our tables of statistics show that 
a goodly number of visits have been made during the year. There is a sad 
neglect in this respect in some of the districts. While we would not dis- 
courage the visiting by a teacher and a portion of his pupils, we would in- 
sist that visiting by parents would be more beneficial to all parties. Let 
us, — parents, teachers and committee, — be more enthusiastic in this great 
work of education. Enthusiasm is contagious, and children are very sus- 
ceptable to its influences. 
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Statistics. 
SCHOOLS KEEPING TWO TERMS IN THE YEAR. 

















, ies af Wir = -/og(Bla|l # 
% 2s|,s || gs |Se\s s| 2 
a Pray 8s fo) £8 (8.8 | 01) 38 
y.| NAMES OF TEACHERS. |.a 9] sa | @| S'2 a's Oia |) Oe 
: eo / Fs | S| a8 |22\3l5| 2 

: ° 3 o gaigziso 
Zi aad le I Diop 

SUMMER. 

1} Thalia Weston, . 4 $16 00} 18] 181-2! .75; 2 34 

2| Deborah Gisby, . § 10} 2050} 58} 39 3-4] .69| 3 59 

3{ Julia W. Cobb, . . 3 10} 2000) 40} 301-2| .76| 3 19 

4! Hannah L. Eaton, Nd oh 3 15), 20,001%40/535 1-2) 87) 1 31527 

5| Amelia F. Hab page 6 5) 1400) 6|.5 Oo te Li oS 

6| Mattie Lane,. . . + 19 00] 42) 35 .83| 1] 3] 68 

7| Joanna 8. Smith, 5 14 00} 16| 13 3-4) .86) 2 48 

8| Julia A. Thomas, : 4 38] 1800] 21] 141-4| .68] 1 14 

9! Dora kK. Bumpus, 6 14 00} 34] 3 91) 9 52 
10} Rosanna Delano, 4. 14 83] 26! 18 70} 1 15 
11] Watie A. Harding,. 4. 19 00) 37] 28 3-4) .80} 38] 4} 13 
12| Maria A. Wood,. 3 20 00} 39} 28 1-2} .73| 2] 2| 42 
13} Lucy T. Clark, 8 10}; 19 00} 39) 821-2} .83 3} 10 
14| Serena F. Wood, 3 10) 16 00} 24! 15 3-4] .66) 1) 1} 26 
15| Eunice C. Alden, 3,10) 12 00) 15] 12 1-4} .82 aie eS) 
16} Mary A. Thomas, . . 3 10} 1700} 22] 14 3-4| .67| 1 23 
17| | Elizabeth F. Perkins, . 4 15 00} 23} 19 831 3] 1} 54 
20; Clara O. Pratt, 3 10} 1900} 86] 33 1-2] .93| 8 69 
21; Elvira Wood, . 3 22 0Q) 35) 28 80} 1] 1} 35 
22| Lucia A. Drake, 3 16 OOP TRV Tals a1U) ab 13 

WINTER. 

1; Augustus H. Soule, "3 30 00) 26) 21 81 9} 15 

2| EH. W. Dickerson, . 3 40 00} 42) 29 1-2} .70 7| 20 

3| James H. Weston, . 3 10] 387 50} 53) 48 90; 14] 64 

4| Francis M. Hodges, . 3 17} 3500] 46] 87 80} {12} 58 

5 No Winter School. 

6; Frank M. Sprague, 3 13} 88 00} 37| 34 .92 10} 72 

7| Maria A. Wood, 3 12} 2000] 19] 17 .90 2) 42 

8} Julia A. Thomas, : 5 16 00] 21] 13 3-4} .65 6; 14 

9} Edward W. Wood, . 4 27 14] 36| 25 .69} 3| 6| 18 
10; W. Clarkson Rider, 3 13] 2900] 31) 241-2) .79| 2) 3) 33 
11| J. Arthur Fitch, 3 28 00| 38] 33 3-4] .89 12) 138 
12| Benj. F. Holloway, : 3.15} 3400] 41} 801-2] .74 8| ll 
13 John A. Lothrop, 2 31 50; 49} 39 3-4] .81 11} 12 

Wm. Emery White, 1 36 00} 387] 32 86 12} 13 
14; Oliver E. Bryant, 3 33 00} 32) 27 84 9} 38 
15} Walter H. Alden, 4 27 00} 19| 123-41 .67 4| 9 
16] Serena F. Wood, 4 19 00} 30| 22 8-4} .76) 1} 8} 18 
17; Lucy T. Clark, 3 12} 2200] 24] 21 88 2| 27 
20; Charles F. Alden, . 219}. 38 00)37) 28 1-27)277) 21 3) 25 
21) Mattie mang Wiis 64.1 8) 1bh.- 25.00) 89108 72 3|117 
22| Carrie E. Weston, . . . | 313 2200! 24] 19 19 5 
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Statistics. 
SCHOOLS KBEPING THREE TERMS IN THE YEAR. 























we youl a <4 ° * . 
i S51 3] 8] 38 |Sslsll| & 
z 5/88 |'S| Sa |Palal2) 2 
©| NAMES OF TEACHERS. |<“3! 84 | '8| 583 leBpojpol EF 
= SS/ EF. 1a} 3S |S8isls| 
of “ ol 42 2S l]Sin| S 
eS BS) & 1 ss} SIP SlElel s 
Gq Ha Zi PIOl = 
18 oy ae DEPARTMENT. he WG cy 
iver E. Bryant, $40 00| 67) 59 .88 9| 92 
1 FE Atwood, je 1 15] 45 00] 71] 58 82 a 
. FE. Atwood, Principal, 50 00 
Mary Cushman Asetot, § Fal 2 15] 39 00) 73] 59 1-4) 81] {10/100 
. F. Atwood, Principal, . 50 00] » 
Adaline V. Wood, gine’ | Win. 3 15) 99 00} 81} 63 | 80] |21)147 
18| InrermMepriaTe DEPARTMENT. 
‘ Summer, |3 20 00} 60} 47 1-4] .79 21 
Harriet C. Barden, + Fall, 215} 2000} 57| 46 1-4) .81 41 
inter, {3 15; 2000} 58] 47 81 58 
18 PriMARY DEPARTMENT. 
Summer, |3 20 00}109| 87 80 73 
Mary L. Tinkham, < Fall, 2 15; 20 00}112| 89 .80 94 
Winter, (3 15) 2000} 98] 641-4] .66 83 
19 Mixep Scoot. 


; Summer, 3 29 50| 54] 481-2} .90| 3} 3] 14 
Sarah W. King, ~ Fall, 2 10} 29 50} 51) 40 80} 2) 2! 18 
Winter, 3 29 50| 58! 48 .83| 1! 8] 17 
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Amount of money appropriated by the town for the support of schools, 
$4500. Amount appropriated from State School Fund, $200. Amount of 
voluntary contribution in board, $156. 


The apportionment to each district was as follows:— 


District No. 1, - “ $140 00 District No. 14, - “ $170 00 
er Key Eat oN Om eee. ph bet fea 22197 00 
A bila ae ae a 212 00 v sett, «hs 146 00 
Be “4, - - \22000 ee LIE - - 14600 
4 SOR Erbe anit Bis 85 00 is oo Bel ee oem svar) Loe) OAD 
i yesien iS - - 20000 “fd gered kt - - 27200 
Ak! AGE - 107 00 af At 2 RO - 190 00 
+ mk oP - - 14500 4 ‘e21, - - 18000 
* “ 9, (Union,) 30 00 As ‘Sa fate a 135 00 
a FeO, . - 17000 du “* 23, (Union,) 46 00 
rf PU LTS tie - 172 00 -_-__ 
de i) 2, th ='¥190 00 $4700 00 
4 cure BME nemitan ie 205 00 
Number of persons in the town on the first day of May, 1860, 
between 5 and 15 years of age, . - - - - 925 
Number of different Scholars of all ages in all the public schools 
in Summer, - - - - ~ - . “ - 916 
Number of different Scholars of all ages in all the public schools 
in Winter, - - - - - - - - - 947 
Average percentage of attendance in all the schools in Summer 
and Winter,’ - s - : A - - - . WY | 
Average length of the schools, - - - - - - 78-4 months, 


For our comparative standing as regards liberality in our appropriations, 
average attendance in the schools, etc., we refer to the Graduated Tables in 
the Report of the Board of Education, a copy of which we send to the Li- 
brary or Clerk of each district. 


W. DRAKE 


E. ‘ 
Le. Atwoos, School Committee: 
A. H. SOULE, 
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REPORT. 


Tue ComMrrrer appointed by the town of Middleborough at the October 
Meeting, 1860, to make and cause to be printed, a detailed account of the 


Expenses of the Town from March Ist, 1860, to March Ist, 1861, submit 
the following Report :— 


Tur Committee have found it difficult to get the exact expense incurred 
between the dates specified, on account of different officers closing their ac- 
counts at different periods of the year. The Committee have reported all 
the bills that have been paid since the lst of March, 1860; so that while 
some of them are in part for expenses incurred last year, there are other 
expenses for this year not yet paid. The amount, it is believed, will not 
vary much from the actual expense of the Town for the year. 


Roads and Bridges. 
BY ORDER OF THE SELECTMEN. 


James Snow, work on highway, $3 53 
Abisha Wood, a ot 2 95 
Sandford Weston, “ ob 475 
Gideon Shurtleff, ‘ a 1 23 
Edwin Holmes, ‘“ a 8 66 
Nelson Finney, M si 15 30 
Thomas Snow, be oh 1 00 
Joseph Coreia, #3 a 1 06 
Robert C. Clark, “ 1 23 
William S. Eddy, ‘ i 10 88 
Isaac Sherman, “ xt 14 40 
Jeremiah W. Reed, “ < 8 60 
William Swift, rh Mi 9 75 
Elbridge W. Smith, “ * Taxes unworked, 2069 
Stephen Drew, a a Fe : 15 00 
Reuben Simmons, ‘“ B ‘ - 600 
Benoni Shaw, for building bridge, 18 30 
Elnathan Sherman, for building road, 92 00 
Abraham Perkins, “ tb 88 00 
Tra Smith, s a 178 79 


Sylvanus Hinckley, a h 23 00 


4 
Willard Wood, for building road, 
Samuel Cushman, 4 A 
Enoch Weston, a A 
Mrs. Jeremiah Wood, for gravel, 
Joshua Weod, for guide boards, 
Foster Tinkham, for plank, 
Albert G. Pratt, for railing on bridge, 
Jacob Wood, for cutting bushes side of road, 


ALLOWED BY AUDITORS. 


‘William Thomas, under $10.00 Act, 
Elijah Hackett, J 66 TF: 


Benoni Shaw, ss 66 “6 
John C. Perkins, ‘“ ‘ of 
Thomas Smith, + epi #9 
S.2 W.Eiy Atwood, .: “ « 
Wn. B. Gibbs, “s «“ “ 
Bartlett Thomas, . “ “ 
Asaph Atwood, “a ‘ “a 


William Atwood, 
Samuel W. Rider, 


clearing stones, 
snow bill, 1859, 





31 94 
48 56 
84 00 

4 00 
42 00 
18 74 

7 03 


3 00 | 
$754 39 


$4 35 
8 38 
10 00 
10 00 
6 96 
10 00 
10 00 
2 20 
3 36 
1 37 


4 32 
70 94 





BY ORDER OF COMMITTEE ON PRECINCT STREET. 


A. J. Vaughan, powder &c., 
E. W. Smith, 

Geo. Thomas, 

C. Southworth, 

Geo. Shaw, 

Lorenzo Wood, 

Willard Wood, 

Thomas Wilder, 


schools. 
Dist. No. 1. Thalia Weston, 


Dist. No. 2. Deborah Gisby, 
J. A. Shaw, 


Dist. No. 8, V. S. Pillsbury, 
J. W. Cobb, 
E. R. Caswell, 


Eliab Wood, 


196 26 


$1021 69 





$40 00 


247 24 


213 68 . 


Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 
Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 


Dist. No. 


4. 


5. 
6. 


v 


8. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


H. L. Eaton, 
Lothrop Thomas, 
J. H. Weston, 

L. Wood, 


Amelia F. Butterworth 


Reuel Thompson, 
O. E. Deane, 
Mattie Lane, 
T. J. Wood, 
F. S. Thompson, 


A. V. Wood, 
Joanna Smith, 


Mattie Lane, 
B. Thomas, 
Ansel Wood, 
J. A. Thomas, 


M. H. Cushing, 
P. Delano, 

C. LeBaron, 
W.C. Rider, 


Wn. B. Gibbs, 
E. W. Wood, 
W. A. Harding, 


A. K. Bishup, 
EK. H. Cornish, 
M. A. Wood, 


Wn. C. Barrows, 
I. F. Atwood, 
Lucy Clark,, 


I. F. Atwood, 
W. Clarkson Rider, 
S. F. Wood, 


A. Covington, 
J. A. Lothrop, 
H. Kimball, 
E. C. Alden, 


Mary A. Thomas, 
I. N. Vaughan, 


en 


b 














112 50 
29 38 
28 00 
76 10 

















$107 50 


28 32 





223°25 


86 00 


147 09 


196 0@ 


185 GC 


202 62 


164 00 


135 82 


Dist. No. 17. 


Dist. Mo. 18. 


Dist. No. 19. 


Dist. No. 20. 


Dist. No. 21. 


Dist. No. 22. 


Peter H. Peirce & Co., 
- George H. Doane, 


A. W. Sherman, 
GC. 'T. Wood, 
E. F. Perkins, 


S. J. Howes, 
Horace Graves, 
J. Smith, 

N. Lewis, 

§. J. Smith, 

S. J. Tisdale, 
M. L. Tinkham, 
J. EF. Atwood. 
J. B. & J. Shaw, 
Job Peirce, 

H. C. Barden, 
O. E. Bryant, 
J. G. Sparrow, 
M. H. Cushing, 
K. Tinkham, 
Cephas Shaw, 
W. C. Rider, 

P. L. Cushing, 


C. F. Alden, 

Seth Deane, 

B. W. Bump, 
Sylvanus Warren, 
Ss. W. King, 

L. Richmond, 
John C. Perkins, 


Jared Pratt, 2d, 
Caroline E. Weston, 
©. O. Pratt, 
Charles F. Alden, 
James M. Alden, 


Ty. Prate 

Elvira Wood, 
L. Hathaway, 
Mattie Lane, 


L. A. Drake, 


Alms House. 


Store bill, 
for Stoves, &c., 


Daniel Macomber, for Grass, 


Elisha Peirce, 


for Wagon, &c., 


6 





166 16 





944 5S 
$157 25 
8 80 
3 25 
3 00 
169 25 
55 50 


47 25 





444 30 


$14 22 
102 35 
62 00 
112 10 
14 71 





305 38 
$50 80 
106 00 
68 12 
60 00 
—— 284.92 


$48 00 48 00 


ee 


$4596 94 


$289 36 
17 19 
14 00 


42 47 


my 
é 





Benj. P. Wood, for Grain, Pasture, &., 27 05 
Thomas Wood, for Grain, 6 00 
William Savery, for Oxen, 75 00 
Peter Vaughan, for Work, 6 50 
Lloyd Perkins, for Grain, 87 22 
Hdmund Thompson, for Hay, Pigs, &c., 18 35 
Samuel W. Clark, for Hay, 8 138 
A. G. Alden, for Goods, 4 62 
George Vaughan & Son, for Clothing, 30 04 
Andrew M. Eaton, for Boots, Shoes, &c., 14 09 
Patience Barden, for Cow, 18 00 
Barden & Perkins. for Butchering, 4 00 
H. N. Thomas & Son, for Meat, Il 20 
J. G. Sparrow, 6 36 
George Soule, 5 23 
Calvin Southworth, 2 30), 
Lewis Lincoln & Son, } 1 48 
os 688 59 
Support of Paupers out ef Town, and out of House in Town, 364 88 
Incidental Hxpenses at Alms House, $216 96 
Deduct for Stock, &c., sold off the Farm 150 84 
— 66 12 
Total paid out of Treasury for support of paupers, $1119 59 
Services of Officers. 
Town Treasurer, $75 00 
S. Richardson, School Committee, $48 75 
I. F. Atwood. ‘$ 65 00 
113 75 
Benj. P. Wood, Assessor and Selectman, $129 65 
George Wood, i 137 97 
C. B. Wood, " oF 148 82 
—- 411 44 
George Leonard, Jr., Clerk of Auditors, 2 00 
J. K. Peckham, for notifying Town Officers, &c., $14 70 
J. K. Peckham, for killing 11 dogs, 5 50 
J. K. Peckham, for notifying dog owners, 11 50 
ae 31 70 
S. Finney, for care of Town House, &e., 7 50 
Hazael Tinkham, for account of 96 births, 9 60 
George Soule, for account of 57 deaths, 5 70 
Superintendent and wife at Alms House,—N. Perkins, $160 00 
Physician at Alms House,—Dr. John Perkins, 20 00 
Benj. P. Wood, Overseer of Poor, 22 50 
Nathan King, 1) " 15 00 
Isaac Lane, q : 8 00 


$882 19 


33 











Miscellaneous. 
Wm. RK. Peirce, for blanks, $6 42 
P. H. Peirce & Co., for paper, 55 
Foster Tinkham, for room rent, 22 50 
Elisha Peiree, for road scrapers, 85 53 
George H. Shaw, for damage to carriage, 15 00 
Wm. H. Wood, law suit (pauper case), 5d 00 
5. Pratt, for printing, advertising, &c., 47 93 
Interest at Wareham Bank, $92 25 
Interest on County Tax, 23 63 
, 115 88 
State Tax, $750 00 
County Tax, 2543 10 
———-~ 39293 10 
E. W. Drake, for School Books, 77 83 
Strate Hospirat ar Taunton To Dec. ist, 1860. 
Gideon Perkins, $146 96 
Received from his friends, 73 48 
$73 48 
Zilpha Hammond, 44 37 
Harriet Elmes, 163 76 
Received from friends, 50 00 
—— 11376 
Express to Hospital, ~ 88 é 
bee «=. 28 939 
Treasurer’s Note to Sidney Tueker,—Principal and Interest, 614 66 
$4566 37 
Recapitulation. : 
Roads and Bridges, $1021 59 
Schools, 4596 94 
Alms House, 1119 59 
Officers, 882 19 
Miscellaneous, 4566 37 
$12,186 68 
Deduct Lakeville’s proportion of State and County Taz, 798 55 
Expense for the year, $11,388 13 


S. HINCKLEY, 


J. T. WOOD, | conser 
N. KING, rs ; : 
MippLEBoROUGH, FEB, 28, 1861. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


TOWN OF MIDDLEBORO’, 
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MIDDLEBORO’: 
STILLMAN PRATT; PRINTER TOTHE TOWN, 
, 1862, 


REPORT. 


ee 


THe number of Free Public Schools in this town is twenty-three, 
besides Nos. nine and twenty-three, which are Union Districts with 
others in adjoining towns. In these there are employed forty-one 
different teathers during the year, and about one thousand children 
are receiving instruction. 

A moment’s consideration of this statement suggests the surpassing 
value of the interests intrusted to this, Board, and something of the 
labor required. How well that Iabor has been performed and how 
faithfully those interests have been looked after, the Committee them- 
selves are not the only judges. ‘They are sensible that more time, 
attention and talent could have been profitably devoted to the care of 
the schools. They flatter themselves that sech will be the case with 
them during the ensuing year, and hope to see a corresponding pro- 
gress in all the schools. 

While no school has been entirely neglected, but few have been 
visited once a month as the law requires. This is not wholly the 
fault of the Committee. In severalinstances they have not received. 
notice of the beginning or closing of the schools. This is an inexcus-. 
able fault either of the teachers or Prudential Committees. We 

recommend, that if possible two. weeks’ notice of the closing of a 
school be sent to the Committee, thereby enabling him to make ar- 
rangements so that the examination of four schools in one day shall 
not be on his hands, as was the case this Spring. 

In reviewing the past year, the Committee are unanimous in the 
opinion that the schools have been favored with a better corps of teach- 
ers than during any former year. With four or five exceptions, the 
schools have been very satisfactory in regard to discipline and pro- 
gress. Indeed, it has been a pleasure to visit the schools and witness. 
the enthusiasm, and generally good feeling existing between teachers 
and pupils. 

The Visiting Committee of the eight schools in the southerly sec-. 
tion of the town, reports them to be in a better condition than they 
have been for thirty years. They have been gradually improving 
for several years, and for this reason :—there has been a more cordial 
co-operation between scholars, teachers, superintending and prudential 
Committees, parents and persons of influence. 

The Visiting Committee of the Titicut schools, bears most cheerful 
testimony to the untiring zeal of the teachers—particularly those of 
the past winter, —to the good discipline, and to the thorough and in- 
teresting method of instruction. Iniseveral instances tokens of affec- 
tion were presented with deep emotion by the pupils to their teachers. 
Singing, composition writing and declamations have been practised 


oO 
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to a judicious extent. One of the best evidences of proficiency in Ge- 
ography was exhibited in the readiness with which the scholars drew 

outline maps from memory, locating the mountains, rivers and impor- 
tant places, giving an account of each. We think this mode of teach- 
ing Geography and History cannot be too highly commended. ‘The 
other schools visited by this Committee have each sustained their for- 
mer high reputation. The Grammar school, which two peatedgo was 
considered by every one to be in a very unsatisfactory eondition both 
as regards discipline and application on the part of the scholars to 
their “studies, has been gradually improving. The Schoo! and Pru- 
dential Committees, the parents and friends who have visited it, are 
satisfied that the teachers have labored hard for the advancement of 
their pupils and with good success. Yet there are.some who have lis- 
tened to the statements of their children, sympathized with them and 
taken ground against the Principal during the Fall and Winter terms. 

Hence there has not beén that. cordiality of feeling between teacher, 

scholars and parents, which is so much dwelt upon in 1 all school reports, 

and extolled as an essential element of success. 

The Visiting Committee of the remaining schools reports them to 
be in a satisfactory condition with one exception. He found much to 
commend, and but little to censure. One school was favored. with 
teachers summer and winter, who labored diligently, and their work 
was appreciated. Another was favored with a teacher of experience 
and skill, who was commended for the happy manner in which she 
taught her scholars to define words. Good order, exactness in teach- 
ing principles and their applications—teaching the subject more than 
the book—and thoroughness in grammatical analysis, were the char- 
acteristics of another. — 

In our visits we have freely taken the privilege of making suggestions 
to the teachers in respect to discipline, attention to reading , Spelling, 
writing, &c., which, so far as we can judge, were kindly received, 

We have been obliged to withdraw our approbation from but one 
teacher. He was young and inexperienced. The trouble, we are 
glad to think, is not so serious but that he may overcome it by a little 
care and attention to the dignity of his calling, and thus become an 
ornament to his profession. He has naught but the kindest feeling 
and best wishes of the Committee. 

Our public schools will not attain to that standard of excellence 
which is desirable, until parents and pupils are brought to feel that 
the school is of the first importance. Instead of its importance being 
considered subservient to pleasure and convenience, it should stand in 
the mind of the parent pre-eminently above them. We are happy to 
say such is the case in some districts to a considerable extent. Con- 
sequently such schools occupy a higher position in our estimation than 
those where less interest is felt. . 

Occasional absence from school to perform some trifling service, is 
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attended with greater evils than most parents areaware. It is certain 
that when a pupil is absent he must lose the benefit of the school dur- 
ing that time. It makes confusion when he returns. He is behind 
_ his class; does not know where his lessons are. Here arises a per- 
plexing question in the teacher’s mind. Shall the scholar, who has 
been absent, learn the lessons which were recited during his absence ? 
or, shall he pass over them and begin with his class? If you take the 
first method you will soon destroy the classification of the school, and 
have almost as many classes as scholars. On the other hand, if he is 
permitted to go on with his class, he must do it at a disadvantage, be- 
cause he is ignorant of the principles contained in the lessons recited 
during his absence. Hither course will be a great barrier to thorough 
instruction. Ordinarily, nothing but the sickness of the pupil or fam- 
ily should prevent your children from being present every day the 
school keeps, and when it becomes necessary io keep them from school, 
we invoke you, as you seek the best welfare of your offspring, to see 
to it that they learn the lessons out of school which they have lost in 
consequence of absence. By doing this the evil may be partially re- 
moved. 

We will now give our ideas of some of the essentials of a good 
school. The first isa good teacher. ‘The second, good scholars. ‘The 
third, good parents,—who will do all in their power to support, 
strengthen, and encourage their teacher in the prosecution of his ar- 
duous labors. This brings us to remark upon some of the qualifica- 
tions of a good teacher. | 

A successful teacher will always be a person of decision. He will 
know wher to say yes, and when to say nv. He will be deliberate, 
weigh carefully all questions which come before nim, and decide them 
in a way that he believes to be right. A teacher who has right views 
of the education of youth, will consider his calling and profession in- 
ferior to none. Such an one will. be ambitious to gain a character as 
a teacher; or, having obtained one, he will be solititous for the pres- 
ervation of it. He will not allow his desire for popularity to inter- 
fere with his sense of duty. He will judiciously thwart the wishes of 
. his pupils when he knows it is for their good. He will not allow his 
reputation as a teacher to suffer by impatience, ill-temper, or acts of 
rashness. A teacher must govern himself, if he would govern others. 

Again, the good teacher will be a person of extensive and varied 
information. He. will lose no opportunity which will enable him to 
add to his stock of knowledge, knowing that he cannot possess too 
large a fund from which to draw for the purpose of illustrating the 
subjects which he is teaching. He will not be content to remain 
stationary, else the world will leave him in the rear without, perhaps, 
his knowing the reason why. In a word, if he would be a successful 
teacher at this age, he must be progressive, 

Many teachers are clamorous that their calling should be recognized 
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ag among the Professions... Yot, we fear that not half of them take 
any journal devoted to the ihredtst of ‘éduéation. .The members of 
the other professions\are:expected to take. some periodical) exclusively 
devoted to their profession, and why should not the teacher.?....We 
think. every one who undertakes) to educate our youth, should sub- 
scribe for the Massachusetis J ‘eacher, a periodical so ‘well adapted 
to instriict, encourage, anmmate and‘in.every way prepare him for the 
proper di scharge of the great-responsibilities resting upon him. 

But all does not depend ‘upon the teacher; there are others who 
have an-important part to perform. We refer to the duties of parents. 
They should encourage the teacher-by their friendship, by their sym- 
pathy, and by their occasional presence in school. Some parenis say 
they. can | hardly endure the noise of their children a few hours... Yet 
they are ever ready to rebuke and censure him who fails to manage, 
with’ perfect control, the ‘children of a whole district. You think 
your patience is severely | taxed, but what is it compared with that of 
your teachers? 

The usefulness of a teacher is too: often destroyed by the free man- 
ner in which parents, in the presence of their children, discuss the 
failings'and shortcomings of him to whom is intrusted the training of 
the minds of their offspring for future usefulness. If parents feel 
that their children do not receive their proper share of. attention, the 
better way. is to seek am interview with the “Prudential Committee or 
Teacher, and by a friendly talk, satis actory results ‘are quite sure to 
foilow. An unprofitable school is as often the fault of the parents as 
of the teacher. . 

Another requisite to a good school is a good oboe} houses and we 
are happy to be able to say that some districts have such. 

Any district possessing the above three essentials, will be very sure 
to have good scholars, and hence a good school. 

In this connection, we would suggest that that) spirit of vandalism 
so rife among school boys, receive the’ prompt attention of Teachers 
and Prudential: Committees: ‘It exhibits itself in the destruction of 
ornamental treés, fences arid’ out-buildings ; in the marking and mar- 
ring of paint and plastering; in the cutting and soiling of seats and 
desks. im the breaking of glass, and in the perfect abandon with 
which school-beoks are used: up.) ‘The Purchade school-house, in Dist. 
No. 19, affords'a pleasing “illustration of what may be done by care 
and attention onthe part: of teachers and scholars. . We cite it as a 
sample, worthy of imitation by,all school districtse % you | 

W e:have thus given a-general view of the condition of the shoal 
offered:such suggestions as‘have come to mind, and‘ will clos this re- 
port by ‘presenting the’ details’ of the ‘several districts in a. tabular 
form,, which may be easily compared with those of last year. (It is 
hoped that the statistics. will be compared by. the’ inhabitants of the 
town, and where a district suffers by the comparison, it is our earnest 
wish ‘that an effort be made to OpEAvO during the ensuing year. 


| No. of Dist. 
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STATISTICS. 
SCHOOLS KEEPING TWO TERMS IN THE YEAR. 
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NAMES OF TEACHERS. a Sls. o| dg 32|8 
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SUMMER. + $ cts. 

Carrie E. Soule, 8 17118 00/19|15 80] 1 
Deborah Gisby, 5 120 67/50/34 1-8} -68)} 3 
A. V. Wood, 4 116 00/44/33 1-3] -78] 2 
Eunice C. Alden, | 4 15116 00/49/33 1-2] -68] 2 

Amelia F. Butterworth, |5 15/14 00] 9} 3 1-9} -39 

Mattie Lane, 3 15/20 00/32)25 1-8] -79 
Annie E. Thotipson, 4 10]13 00)18}14 2-3} -81} 1 
Mary F. Wood, . 4  |13 00/24/18 3-4] .78] 3 
Sara G. Tinkham, 4 114 32/28/20 1-5} .72) 2 
Theodosia B. Vaughan, {8 15/14 00!30/21 70} J 
Anna M. Harlow, 3 8/20 00/37/29 1-4| .79] 2 

Betsey L. Pratt,' 3 15/16 62)37|29 .80 
Caroline T. Wood, 4. 118 00)25/20 1-2) .82} 2 
Lydia A. Tinkham, 5 5/12 00/25/17 1-7} .69) 4 
Miranda A. Williams, {8 10/16 00/34/23 68) 4 

Lizzie C. Pratt, 6 |20 00/81)41 -80 
Emily F. Holmes, 3 5/20 00\38/28 34] -73) 3 
Elvira Wood. 3 15|22 00|35) 27 .7| Y 
Ellen L. Scofield, 3 18 00/24/16 1=2| .70} 2 


WINTER. 
i. W. Sampson, 
Francis M. Hodges, 
James H. Weston, 


31 00}23}20 1-3] .88 
10/88 0043/37 1-2] .87 
10/35 00}51/43 1-3} .86 


Over 15 years. 
Number of Visitors 


_ Cobo bore co bo O93 mB be ee Oe 


Augustus H. Soule, 
Henry L. Clapp, 
Maria A. Wood, 
Julia A. Thomas, 
John C. Alden, 
Stephen C. Sears, 


W. Clarkson{Ryder. 


Wm. Emery White, 
Caroline T. Wood, 
Theodore Rodman, 


Matthew H. Cushing, 


Lizzie C. Pratt, 
Emeline Smith, 


Katharine L. Alger, 


Ellen L. Scofield, 


CO He OUR Ori fe Co He CO OD He CO EH CO Oe 


7135 00/52/38 2-3) .74 


35 00/41/33 
10/20 00/20)16 3<7 
9116 00/29/19 1=6 
18/28 00/32/30 
10/26 00/28) 22 
9195 00/47/40 1=2 
13/82 80/46/38 2-5 
5/18 00/29/23 5=6 
15117 50|12|10 647 
4/26 00/34/27 
10/24 00/62/52 

18 67/39/32 123 
3122 00/33/28 142 
19{22 00|20]16 3-5 
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STATISTICS. 
SCHOOLS KEEPING THREX TERMS IN THE YEAR. 


| mos. and 


No. of Dist. 


| 


16|S. Frances Nelson, 


Mary A. Thomas, 
Joseph HK. Reals, 


18 
l. F. Atwood, 
P. D. Leonard, 
P. D. Leonard, 


GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 
Summer, 
Fall, 
Winter, 


NAMES OF TEACHERS. 


Sum’r, 
Fall, 
Winter 


Lucy T. Clark, Assistant. 


18 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 


um’r, 
Harriet C. Barden, ¢ Fall, 


18 


Mary L. Tinkbam, an 


Winter 


_ Paimary DEPARTMENT. 


Sum’r, 


inter 


| Length of Sch. 
Wages 
per month. 
_ No. of Scholars 


| 


17 00 
17 00 
27 75 


210 
U6 
3 


45 00 


H bo Co 


Average 
attendance. 


21}17 2-3 
24118 1-2 
29125 2~3 


0 00/103/83 
00}111)94 2-3 
00} 99175 5-6 


Wo. alate 
als] Se 
BS )}6 pol> 
$8) sizls 
SSSifl 
64) 2) 21 4 

«/7| 2) 4/10 

88} 1} 8/41 

wh 11}87 

83 5140 

83 15|60 

.80 26 

84 13 

85 36 

© 

8h o 

.85 89 

PT 97 





The amount of money appropriated by the Town, at its March meeting 
in 1861, for the support of schools was $4500. The amount appropriated 
by the Committee from the State School Fund, was $150. Amount of vol- 
untary contributions in board, $151. 

The apportionment to each district was as follows :— 


Dist. No. 1, $138. 
46 “s 985, 
46 46 3, 210. 
OVE BY 235. 
rT ‘6 5, 80. 
soe 6, IDS 
ome Oe. s| Re 
sare 9, Fae 


Dist. No. 9, (Union) $25. 
46 66 ‘ 175. 


Dist. No. 
66 66 
66 
66 
66 
66 
66 


17, - $162. 
18,. - 1150. 
1g 265. 
7) Sa 190. 
21 ry - 185. 
22, - 148 
23, (Union) 30. 





$4650, 


Number of persons in the town'"on €he first: day of May, 1861, 


between 5 and 15 ye ars, of age, - CECE SY - 920 
Number of different Scholars, of all a i in all We public ischiddld 
1D SOMME emer ' eer moet nrite nm pntomcommor erarorngammemno a3 
Number of different Scholars, of all ages, in all the public schools 
in Winter, - . - | 924 
Average per centage of attendance i in all the schools i in Summer, ay fs) 
Average per centage of attendance in ali the schools. in Winter, | .81 
Hence the average percentage of er cnger cet in Summer and Win- 
ter, is found to be, . - : 78 
which is one per ceut better than last year. 
Average length of schools} ” - -- -8-months, 1 1-2 days. 


For our comparative standing as regards liberality in our appropriations, 
average attendance in schools ete:, we refer to the'Graduated Tables in the 
Report of the Board of KEducati on, 2 copy of which is sent to the Library 
or Clerk of each district. 


The Committee would here state that Scarlet Fever, Hooping Cough, and 
Throat diseases, bave prevailed in several of the districts yery much to.the 
detriment of regular attendance. It is noteworthy. that while very many 
scholars have not been absent or tardy. for the whole quarter, some have a 
clear record for the whole year. We think such, scholars. are ronty of 
public notice, and therefore append a list of their names... 


Dist. No. 3,—Beuel Littlejohn, Grover Bennet, Albert 8. Sparen, Samuel J. . Spatrow, 

: _ George F. Tinkham, Ethan.A. Tinkham., 

“<6 6 4.—Jerusha B. Deane, Mary J. Waterman. 

6 §,—Taura M. Darling. 

cE Fe 6 —Ducy A. Gushman, Hattie 8S: Hagen,, Emma W. Thompson, 4Shtah E. 
Tinkham, Ella’S, Thompson, EK. Lizzie Cushman. 

“6 7,—Sarah A. Thomas, Augustus L. Thomas, John B. cette Albert S. 
Thomas, Ichabod B Thomas, ' 

so 6 §.—Alice Thomas, Ruth 8. Thomas, Justus B. "Th omas. 

“6 10, »—Sylvanus T. Lebarron, Edw. 8. Gammons, Sam’: Newey,,Eddie Witham. 

se. 11,—Benjamin F. Harlow, Andrew B. Harlow, Ferdinand C. Gammons: 

$f 12,—Nellie C. Harlow, *Ada M. Tinkham,) Horace N. Ryder, Lucius M. Ful- 

ler, Franklin Smith, Richard, W.. Clark, Dora -B. Tinkham. 

«© 6% 13.——-Granville O. Avery, Stillman E. Thomas, Wm. L. Holmes. 

I ol 14,—Garaphelia Sears, jucinda F. Bolles, Ellen Bolles, Almira Bolles, Han- 
nah Z. Atwood. 

s  16,—Clara. J. Darling, Harrison Washburn. 

eras 16,——Aravesta B. Smith, Orin A. Smith, Annette F. Vaughan, *Lydia N. 
Vaughan, *Mary J. Varnum, Susan B. Paine. 

#6 6 6: 17,—Lois 8. Westgate, Serena F. Westgate, Sarah S. Dunham, 

6 18,—Chas. W. Drake, Eldora Pratt, Mary e: King, Emma E. Peckham, Ju- 
lia A. Coombs, Ellen F. Tribou, . Hellen’: MeLouds: ‘Edith MeLoud, Alice 

- Waterman, Lydia W. Reed, Ella S. Rounseyille, Clinton, sida ‘Lizzie 

eae Uole, Edgar H. Davis. 

* . “« 19,—Mary Perking, » tt i GOL! OMITGIMO OAs YC 

“6 © © 91,—Marian Pratt, Minnie ye att ek Dore Hathaway. + wena tens 

oF 1S Hi 29, re reree. W. Hammond, Florence aagitgh ae, L. Baton, Henry. P, 

ackett . qs ou 


“Not absentor tardy during the yoar. ah ele. P 
aero Be wi DRAKE, ee er 
eg. LF. ATWOOD, $ School Committee. 

AUB. BOULB. Nn Coes 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


Ol the Gown of Middleborough, 


For the Year 1862-3. 


MIDDLEBORO: 
STILLMAN B. PRATT, PRINTER TO THE TOWN, 
1863. 


report. 


The School Committee, in obedience to the ‘‘powers that be,” beg 
leave to present but a brief report of the schools of the past year.— 
Some have but recently closed and one is yet in session. The last day 
of grace which the law allows being near upon us, prevents the discus~ 
sion of many of the very interesting and profitable topics which usual- 
ly and properly appear in Schoo! Reports. ) 7 

While it does not comport with cur views to subject each schook 
and teacher to a criticism, we think it due the graded schools in Dis- 
trict No. 18, to give them a passing notice. In these schools ar® 
taught nearly one third of the scholars belonging to the town. 
There have been in attendance aso, in the Senior Grammar Depart- 
ment about forty pupils of more than fifteen years ofage. These 
four schools have been taught during the year of ten months by the 
sume teachers, and have attained a degree of excellence which it 
will be difficult to surpass. The exertions of the teacher and pupils 
have purchased and placed im the Grammar School room.a valuable 
Seraphine, which, together with their superior musical talent, relieves: 
the schoul of its fediut, and adds much toits interest. We would 
like to see the black-boards in the Primary and Intermediate Depart- 
ments put to more use. and perhaps the experiment of object teaching 
introduced. ‘There are a few other schools upon which words of 
praise would not be misplaced. 

We are obliged to reiterate the remark so often seen in Reports, 
that the majority of the schools are far from what they ought to be. 
What are the evils, and what the remedies are vital questions upom 
which each voter ought to ponder, and then declare his sentiments at 
the ballot-box at the next annual town meeting. ‘The evils are chiefly 
connected with our District System. 

While your Committee disown the charge of desiring the power 
now vested in prudential committees, they feel compelled by duty to 
report a previously expressed opinion, that for the interest and welfire 
of the schools, the business of engaging teachers should be in the 
hands of the Superintending Committee. hat opinion is strengthen- 
ed by experience, and we believe. it is the universal opinion of com- 
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‘mittees and earnest friends of education. It is also an undeniable 
fact, that those towns have the best schools where the superintending 


committee employ the teachers. 

The reasons for this are obvious. They are best able to judge of 
the adaptation of teachers to the different schools, being best acquaint- 
ed with each. It would be remarkable ifa discerning superintending 
committee could not select, from the numerous applicants for our 
twenty-five schools, a corps of teachers better adapted to the several 
schools, than an equal number selected by as many prudential com- 
mittees. The plan should be to advertise for teachers, examine as to 
credentials, inquire carefully into antecedents, and, if possible, see 
thom at their work. Some teachers may be well adapted and success- 
ful in one school but wholly unsuited to another. Some schools need 
a strict disciplinarian, while others are easily governed by gentleness 
and Jove. Some recuire teachers of greater abilities than others : 
lence the necessity ef a carcful and proper selection of teachers to in- 
sure successful schools. We are aware that tbe proposed change will 
be unwelcome to third-rate teachers and their friends, but we trust 
that every good teacher, and scholars’ friend will willingly aid in a 
measure that will improve our schools. 

We deprecate a practice that obtains in some districts. In order 
to secure a long continued school, the voters at their school-meeting 
instruct their Prudential Committee to obtain the services of a low- 
priced teacher, naming the price, and sometimes the on. 
Occasionally a lady more desirous of a name than of lucre, will teach 
an excellent school for $1,50 per week. Ifshe acquires a reputation 
as an instructress, she will not long be forced to take up with such a 
miserable pittance. Some wide-awake committee, in a neighboring 
town, where better wages are paid, will invite her tc a more lucrative 
position. The penny-wise district is then left to try the experiment 
again, in which it will, three fourths of the time, fail to have a good 
school. We much prefer a school taught six months by a competent 
teacher, to one taught nine months by an incompetent one. ‘The for- 
mer is an iuestimable blessing, the latter an incalculable injury. 

Some complain that the prices which we are paying our teachers 
are too large, saying that « female, for six hours’ labor in the school- 
room receives more than a man can earn by working all day on his 
farm. But, listen, complaining friend. In mechanical or agri- 
cultural pursuits, you labor hard, under the broad expanse of heaven, 
breathing God’s pure air. The wear and tear of your muscles is early 
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restored by beef steak and sound sleep. You are hardening your 
pliysical system, invigorating your constitution and laying the founda- 
tion for a ripe and vigorous old age. 

Not so with the faithful teacher, alive to the responsibilities of her 
calling. The wear and tear which she experiences, is upon her ner- 
vous system, which is not so easily restored. The refreshing sleep 
which you enjoy is a stranger to her eyelids. Cooped up in an ill 
ventilated room. with half a hundred pupils, the daily routine of school 
life, its perplexities by bad lessons, whisperings and disobedience, its 
billet-doux from fond but mistaken parents, inquiring why their little 
one in the second class—but more properly belonging to the third— 
is not promoted to the first, or why it is retained in the Primary 
School, while younger pupils are sent to the Intermediate, or com- 
plaining that the lessons are too long, or too short or too diffiicult— 
these, and more, are all lived over again in fitful dreams at midnight’s 
still hour, while you, sir, are slumbering upon your peaceful pillow. 
It isno wonder that the roses flee her cheeks, and that dyspepsia, 
neuralgia and premature old age ensue. This is no fancy sketch. 
‘There are lucrative places for teachers in our city schools, but how few of 
them are filled by persons past middle life! They are obliged to 
leave the schoolroom for more healthful pursuits. If you would 
drive all our best teachers out of town te places where they are bet- 
ter appreciated, and invite those who cannot find employment iu their 
own towns, advocate a small appropriation and low wages. Be wise, 
and provide liberally for the education of the children. Adopt the 
motto of Franklin:- ‘Ifa man empties his purse into his head, no 
man can take it away from him.”  ‘‘Save, save, spare, scrape, stint, 
starve—do any thing but steal, to educate your children,” says Ed- 
ward Everett. 

There is another evil which would be rectified by allowing your 
School Committee to contract with the teachers, namely, the frequent 
change of teachers. ‘This is an evil so patent that one can scarcely 
fail to see it. We do not change our Minister, Doctor, Dressmaker, 
or employees of any kind every quarter. Then, why make the teach- 
er’s occupation an exception to this general rule. 

There are other evils connected with the districts, which can be 
remedied only by abolishing the District System, or by remodeling 
certain districts. We refer to Districts T and 8. The houses are 
very poor, and the schools small. Nos. 5 and 15 are in like con- 
dition, and their houses are located on wet ground. There is high 
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ground midway between them. They ought to be united. The Titi- 
cut schools could be improved by union and grading. | 

The condition of the schools is about the same as it was last year. 
The average attendance is the samo. The open winter that we have 
had should have told in favor of better attendance. Although your 
appropriation was $500 less than it was the year previous, the aver- 
age length of the schools is but 3 1-2 days less. This is accounted 
for by employing cheaper teachers, and by expending the surplus 
which some of the districts had on hand. By examining the Report 
ofthe Board of Education, you will see that Middleboro does not rank 
below mediocrity in any one thing; yet it is so little above, that it 
can scarcely be considered a cause of congratulation. ‘‘Hixcelsior’ 
should be our motto. 























STATISTICS. 
SCHOOLS KEEPING THREE TERMS IN THE YEAR. 
Broly at a) Geet et 
= | ; AT , | A, & oo | Ps .= 
«| NAMES OF TEACHERS [2.83] & |] u%|/& S/S pops |= 
fa Caw — ° = Slo S| e > 
, 4 ss| 8| s|4 Z/2R/sisig 
ae ie, | Zi 
= A 
| |} Senior Grammar'School. g tit, Ohl Rea a, 
Summer, [3 10/40 00) 47/87 6-7| 81} {16/231 





8) 
|A. Sherman, Te Fal 3 |45 00! 48/44 92| 199/102 
| Winter. 3 1045 00] 56/53 2-7} .95| 132/143 


| Junior Grammar School. 


18 Summer, 8 10/20 S9iSt AS Ast 58 
Luey T. Clark, ¢ Fall, 8 (20 | 451/35 5-6) .80 63 
Winter. ~~ 1/3 10\25 53|46 2.7| .87 ST 
Intermediate. 

18 ‘ Summer {3 10/20 5743 ai) 83 
Harriet C. Barden, > Fall, 3 20 62/49 1-4). .79 37 
Winter. j3 10/20 65/53 1-6] .82 80) 

Primary. | 


18 ; Summer, |3 10)20 $5|66 1-2 
M.L. Tinkham, ¢ Fall, 3 {20 {101/83 1-3| .82 118 
Winter. {3 10120 94|72 1-2 
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STATISTICS. 
SCHOOLS KEEPING TWO TERMS IN bac YEAR. 

|.) po a ee recat Pee it Cal a Re 

$ WER PRE ale glslelé 
Pe Poa Se to 8 Se) 1 Sl alms 
| NAMES OF TEACHERS. | 22% |o2 3/8) & 8 | #8 fig ie |. 4 
‘S Desa ieisig) £218 FISIzle 
° eSe ip 8,2) «as eiiaeyl Seles ts 
Zz | vd oo ie 4 oP sola foe Kae ka 

SUMMER. ioe Sets! | 
1} Thalia Weston, 4 15. 120'19 .60| 3] 1139 
2| Paulina 1 Wood, 5 5 Ce 45 99 12 66) 11 0 44 
3) Debora Gisby, 316 116 [39189 .77| 1] 1/34 
4| Susie H Cushman, 4.100 114 198129 2-5 |. 80] 3 1)47 
5) Amelia F Butterworth, 5 10 113 1181-7 143 56] 11°01 "4 
§| Augusta W Williams, 2 15 1G eo age ter 82} 0} 5133 
7} Emma d Cushman, 915 11 '18i14 1-2 80} Tt 1187 
8} Julia A Thoinas, 4 10 197° 182193 56 141 17-1119 
9| Abbie T Shaw, 4 14”) 129/95 1-2] .88) 3) 0/66 
iu| Nancy A Barrows, { 114 25}40'33 2-3 .84!1 4] 0146 
11} Joanna S Smith, 4 14 |29\99 76) 81 4/19 
121 Adaline V Wood, 5 15 39 32 .82| 6) 1126 
13| -Lucy T Barrows, 3 10 18.2031 20 9-7 .65} 1} 4/21 
14) Sarah E ‘Lucas, 4 12 125120 80} 3] 0) 386 
15| Amelia L Sampson, 5 10 11 50/18/13 8-10} .74] 1] 1/23 
16| Lizzie EB Perkins, Bin 15 48;23120 445 90) [| 2/3] 
17| eudith S Thomas. 445 113 48)84,26 761 1} 01386 
19! Mary E ‘Thompson, 5 118 “0 40 67) 2) 1145 
“VU Emily F Holmes 3 18 35/31 £88) 8] 3/39 
21; Katharine L Alger, 5715 D1 B2197 B44 87)" 1T Bt85 
22) Anna M White, 3 16 a 4-5 | .93) 1) 0/25 
WINTER. | | 

1} EW Sampson, 3 24 62/23/18 78) 0! 5/38 
2| IF Atwood, Dive 3 60/45/34 1-4 76| O| 5/44 
3; James H Weston, 4 8 33 41195 4-7 871 O| 8137 
4| A H Soule, 315 {83 .|51/38 1-8 | .75] 0) 9/41 
6| John ‘T Prince, 3 10 33 30) 26 86} 0} 138} 24 
7| Debora Gisby, 8 12 1-2]17 . |18)14 1-2} .80/ 0] 3119 
8| Maria A Wood, 4 8 16 25'19 1-3 77\ O| 8,36 
9| Theodosia B Vaughan, 4 17 32,25 3-5 80} 0) 4/45 
10| John C Alden, 4 26 42:36 1-8 86| 1| 38134 
11| W Clarkson Rider, 4 27 27 24 89} O| 7/28 
12| JH Millett, 4 25 43/35 147 82} 0/138)11 
13} J W Foster, o al 85) 185127 449 78] 1/10} 6 
14} Elbridge Cushmam, 3a 80 =|26'21 -77| O| 1/22 
15| John A Lothrop, 3 10 25 20115 1-2 | .78) 0} 4/88 
16| Elizabeth B Cushman, 341 20 |27120 .74| QO} 3)29 
17| M H Cushing, 3 8 — |25 96/84/22 110} -65] 1) 2] 7 
19) CF White, 5 35 70 50 71; 0)10/50 
20; Emily Smith, 4 10 24 33/41/32 1-3 79) 2} 8/60 
21; W Anna Harding, 3.17 1-2/22 38/28 1-2 .75| 1] 4/26 
22; William H Johnson, 2 28 {18115 1-3 85] 0} 0) 10 
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The amount appropriated by the town at its annual March meeting ia 
1862. for the sepport of its Public Schools, was $4000. ‘The amount appro- 
priated b. the Committee from the Sta‘e School Fund, was $189.37.—+ 
Amonnt of volnatary contributions in board. $30. 

‘The eli to each district was as follows :— 





Diat. Now t . $113 37 Dist, No.-9, (Union) $18. Dist. No. ERs ARR TD. 
BA visita we Sens De aed abe E75. Teper hue 
vee Bel PS eastern? ET 143. i ak ee a Re 245. 
68 Ya ee TOD Gat 12" 172: Sam he SOO oS 160. 
Os) EE POC eam ek wa fh kay [63. ae ee aa Wie 
1 FOG Be Se hes BAY 1-40. OP Mint BO les i45. 
18g bo To ee Cae a pes eo LO} 102. see. (Union yi 2a 
ie Se eka amen. By. bh, ; 
$4180.37 
Number of persons in town on the first day of May 1862, 
between 5 and 15 vears o! age, : - 932 
Number of different Scholars of all ages, In ay the public schools 
in Summer, 5 879 
Number of different Scholar, of all ages, in all the public age Gels 
in Winter, - ‘ 961. 
Average per centage of attendauce in all the kohaelan in rier va 
Average per ceutage of attendance in all the schoo!s in Winter. 79 
Average per centage of attendance in Summer and Winter, 18 
the same as last year. 
Average length of schools, - - 7 mos., 18 days. 


For on comparative standing as ductive liberality in our Beare 
average attendance in schools etc., we refer to the Graduated Tables in the 
Report of the Board of Education, a copy of which is sent to the Library or 
Clerk of each district. 

The Committee would here state that Epidemic Sore Throat, Small Pox 
and other contagions diseases, have prevailed in some of the districts much 
to the detriment of regular attendance. It is worthy of notice that while 
very many of the pupils have not been absent or tardy for a whole term, 
gome have aclean record ‘for the whole year, We think such pupils are 
worthy of public notice, and therefore appen a list of their names. Those 
who have not been absent or tardy for the year we designate by a * 


Dist. No. 2,—Marcia &. Thomas, Sarah J. Withington. 

«© 3,—Horace A Dunham, 

“  « 4 Marshal P. Burgess, Alice Warren, Frank Wilbur. 

«46 65) —Laura M. Darling, Mary: B. Tucker. 

« « 6 — Hattie S. Hagan, Mary Hagan, Emma W, Thompson, * “Alla 
S. Thompson, KE. Lizzie Cushman, Sarah E. Tinkham, 8. Eve-« 
line Thompson. 

« «« 7 VWidelia J. Thomas, Sarah A. Thomas, Susan A. Thomas, 
Lucy W. Thomas, John B. Thomas, Albert S. Thomas, Fred. 
eric A. Thomas. 

« «8 Sarah J. Holmes, Almira J. Thomas. 

coop iis 9,—Hannah P. Atwood, Ellen F. Bent, Hannah J. Atwood, Mary 

Kk. Richards, Betsy S. Shaw, Laura A. Cobb, Frank W. Cobb. 
Erastus B. Shaw, Obed H. Shaw, Wm. F. Atwood, Isaac W. 
Shaw. 

10,—°Sarah A, Maxim, Mary T. Morse, Hattie S. Morse. Naomi 
i. Morse, Sylvanus T. Lebaron, Levi BH. Reed, Danl. D, Reed, 
Samuel Newey, Eddie 1. Witham, Emery H, Wilbar, Hosea 


om) 
I, 
KS o 


a 
~ 
a 
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Dist. No. 11,—*Almira A. Atwood, Joseph H. Shurtleff, “Andrew B: Har- 
low, Waitstill Atwood, Harriet K. Harlow, Eldora F. Atwood, 
Helen Harlow, Sarah L. Bumpus, Hannah 8. Atwood, James 
M. Jefferson, Benj. F. Harlow, Leonard D. Harlow, George P. 
B. Atwood, Linus F. Bumpus, Marcus 8. Bumpus. 
co 6 12,—Ada M. Tinkham. 

‘ 15,—Hannah H. Morton, Harvey Carver, 

“© ** 4,—Hannah Z. Atwood, Sarah N. Thomas, Garaphelia A. Sears, . 
Elijah H. 'Vhomas Nelson ©. Thomas. 

15, —Wm. B. Atwood, A. L. Covington, Lucy B. Tinkham. 

“« * 16,—Nellie E Ciark, Clara A. Vaughan, Susan B. Paine, Ara- 
vesta B. Smith, Mary J. Varnum, Nettie F. Vaughan Alice J. 
Vaughan. 

« « 17,—Lillie 'T. Clark, Addie E. Clark, Hattie N. Sherman. 

“ « 18,—Julia M. Sanford. Thos. R. Barden, D. W. Whitmarsh, Pitts 
E. Howes, David R. Peckham, Wm. Shurtleff, Wm. E. Rob- 
inson, Edgar H. Davis, Arabella Thompson, Cynthia T. Pratt. 
Chas. W. Kingman, Horace M. Leach, Lizzie Robinson, Susie 
K. Pratt, Andrew A. Harding, C. W. Drake, Lazarus Sand- 
ford, A. M. Sanford, Joseph Simmons, S.J. Howes, “Julia A. 
Coombs, Julia Groh, “Sally R. Kingman, EK. E. Peckham, 
* Martha Smith, Susan A. Sandford, “Emma KE. Tobey, *Lot- 
tie J. Whitmarsh, M. E. Barden, C. Clark, H. E. Tobey, M. 
H. Cole, Aurelia L. Leach, M. Rounseville, J. E. Barden, F. 
Hathaway, E. B. Haskins, Nellie Burnett, H. F. Tilson, A. 
W. Shiverick, I’. 8S. Rounseville, C. F. Tucker, E. B. Leach, C. 
H. Tribou, B. F. Hammond. 

« —  19,—School not closed. 

20,—"Clarissa B. Keith, Mary S. Perkins, E. Ellen Shaw, Gracc 

A. Shaw Henry S. Keith, “Albion A. Keith, Willie L. Shaw, 
John C. Ridgeway, Benj. E. Holmes. 

“ 91 Annie Hathaway, Mary Aldrich, Hattie Aldrich, Lucinda 
Chandler, “Dora 8S. Hathaway, Marion G. Pratt. 

«© -22.—Sarah E. Hackett, Ella F. Hackett. 


EK. W. DRAKE, 
A. H. SOULE, School Committee., 
M. H. CUSHING, 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


oY THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


Of the Town of Middleboro, for the Year 1863-4, 


MIDDLEBORO: 
PRATT BROTHERS, PRINTERS TO THE TOWN, 
1864, 


REPORT. 


In accordance with law and custom, the School Committee hereby 
present to the inhabitants of Middleboro their Annual Report of the 
condition of the Public Schools therein. | 

The schools have generally been prosperous. Some of the Pruden- 
tial Committees have shown a good degree of wisdom in selecting 
teachers, while others have failed from some cause. ‘Too much care 
cannot be exercised in procuring teachers. Every effort shauld be 
used to ascertain the precedents of those who apply for your schools. 
Are they good disciplinarians? Have they an aptness to teach? 
Do they love the company of children? Are they amiable? Are 
they cultivated and refined in their manners? Are they growing in 
knowledge and in the art of teaching? Can they teach good morals 
by precept and example? Any person who possess all these qualifica- 
tions can hardly fail to be a successful teacher. 

‘We are happy to be able to say that some of the teachers who 
have been employed during the past year have been of the class 
' described, who loved their work and labored diligently and assid- 
uously for the best interests of their pupils. Others;came far 
short of the standard which we have set up, laboring, apparently, for 
pecuniary compensation, failing in government, alacrity and energy. 

The apparent indifference of parents has no good influence upon 
the success of your schools. You cannot expect your children to 
advance in learning if you do not send them to schoolregularly. By 
an examination of the School Registers we find that the average 
attendance varies from fifty-four to ninety-two per cent.; generally 
averaging about seventy-five per cent. Thus we see that from about 
one-fourth to one-half of the pupils are absent every day. Wesee by 
the Registers, also, that your children are often late. It has been 
many times remarked before that it is injurious to the school by 
interrupting it, by drawing the attention of scholars from their 


, 
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studies. “But you may say that they should be so trained they will 
not notice such little annoyances. ‘Truly it can be guarded against 
in @ measure, but how can you expect children to do better than the 
community at large in this respect. How many adults refrain from ° 
looking around in churches and other public assemblies when some 
one enters with squeaking boots after the service has begun? We 
cannot expect the curiosity of children to be less than that of’ their 
parents. Nor is this all. The tardy scholar often loses a recitation 
which is very important to his successful continuance in his class, 
which can only increase the labor of the teacher and decrease the 
interest of the scholar. : 

Parents sometimes exert a bad iufluence upon aschool by insisting 
that their children shall study books too difficult for them, to 
their positive injury, as well as hindering the progress of their class. 
There are those who go so far as to say that their children shall read 
in a certain book or they will keep them at home. Let us look at. 
some of the evils arising from such a course of conduct. It. can have 
no other effect than to destroy a relish for study. What child or 
man ever has any real interest in pouring over subjects beyond his 
comprehension, or stumbling over words without having any definite 
ideaof their meaning ? Who would think of teaching a boy to run 
before he could walk, or walk before he could stand? It is for the 
good of all concerned to have the pupils of every class as near the 
same attainment as possible. 

When a relish for study is wanting it is harder for the teacher to _ 
secure good order. And as you increase his labors in that direction 
the less time and talent will he have to promote the intellectual prog- 
ress of his school. It is of no advantage to any scholar to take his 
place in a class where the lessons are too difficult. Is it not better 
to be at the nrap of the second class than at the roor of the first ? 
Any parent who takes the course intimated is doing what he can to 
help his boy graduate a dunce. The classifying of schools should 
generally be left to the teachers and town committee. 

The progress of our schools is, in our opinion, advanced by amore 
correct understanding and just appreciation of the objects to be 
obtained in school. Inno place in the country are the appropria- 
tions for school so liberal, so much expended for school-houses, ap- 
paratus and competent teachers as in this, our own Commonwealth. 
The great cry is, educate your children. 

If the question were put to many, what do you understand by Ea- 
ucation, we fear the answer would be vague and entirely erroneous. 
The mere knowledge of Aritmetic, Geography and Grammar is but 
a small part of the good to be obtained by attending school 
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they are by no means to be despised, but are of great value in assist- 
ing us to perform our duties in life—there are other considerations to 
be brought into view. The first great object to be attained is the 
disciplining of the mind, the training of the mental and moral facual- 
ties, the unfolding and developing of those powers which God has 
given us by which we are elevated above the brutes. Is not this lost 
sight of, in a great measure, in the education of our children? How 
seldom do parents think how much mental strength is son or daughter 
gaining by his or her course of study? Do they not rather ask how 
near through the book they have got ?-considering that a true standard 
by which to judge of their capacity and advancement in mental culture. 

No discipline of of mind can be acquired without corresponding 
labor on the part of the pupil. Children are often averse to study, 
particularly to that degree which will make their capacities larger 
and their minds stronger. Parents will sometimes complain that 
their children are made to study too hard. Yes, you complain 
that the lessons are too long or too hard, often deterring the teacher 
from accomplishing what he ought and designs to do for the promo- 
tion of the best interests of your offspring. Do not place any imped- 
iments in the way, but besides making liberal appropriations of money 
and furnishing convenient school-houses, use your influence to support 
the hands of teachers who arduously labor to make your children 
what they should. 

The acquisition of knowledge bears an important part in education ; 
but it is of more consequence to learn how to study, to know how to 
investigate in a systematic manner whatever we may be ealled upon 
to do, in short, to obtain the key to all knowledge. Many things 
that we learn in school are soon forgotten, and will be useful only so 
far as they have given stability and direction to the mind, as the stake 
that is driven into the ground gives support and direction to the 
young tree that stands beside it. It will live and grow, long after its 
support has decayed at its root. Instruction should at all times be 
adapted to the capacity of the learner,'and should be employed as 
far as may be upon what will be of practical value in after life. Our 
children are employed most of the time from the age of five years 
antil they are fifteen or more, in the public schools. 

The amount of book knowledge which they possess after the ten 
years have passed, may be considerable; but it would not take them 
more than one year to acquire it all, with the capacity that they have 
at the age they leave school. If this is so, the expansion of the 
child’s mental capacity should receive marked attention. It 
should never be lost sight of through all his school course. He will 
never be strong and healthy without vigorous bodily exercise. He 
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must run, play, jump,—do anything that will call into play all the 
different muscles of the body. Feed him as wellas you will he never 
will become a well-developed man without these. What is true of the 
body is no less true of the mind. Hard study, hard work, must be 
performed by every one who will have a wellinformed and expansive 
mind. 

Another object that should always be kept in view, is the expres- 
sion of our knowledge. In our schools sufficient attention is not given 
to have scholars give their answers to questions in clear, grammatical 
language. It is often said,—‘“ I know, but I can’t tell.” “I have an 
idea, but I can’t express it.” To obviate this difficulty they must 
study till they get a definite idea and when that is done, the thoughts 
can always be expressed in intelligible language. Our teachers will do 
well to heed this suggestion for their own benefit as well as that of 
their scholars. It is well, many times, to require the answers of 
such question as admit of yes or no, to be given in the-form of a com- 
plete sentence. 

Some teachers are to be commended for particular traits, for teach- 
ing well some particular branches, while they neglect others, equally 
important, almost altogether. To all such we would say,—“ A place 
for everything and everything in its place.” 

Another evil, often referred to, is the frequent change of teachers, 
which we know, to acertain extent; is unavoidable as we are situated, 
where a female is employed in summer and a male in winter. In 
consequence of this, much oral instruction, which would be valuable 
with a permanent teacher, is nearly lost. We would not say any 
thing to discourage such instruction, but we suggest that all teachers 
shall take as a basis the books prescribed by the committee. 

We see in some schools, what we would be glad to see in all, 
occasional general exercises to fill up vacant spaces in school hours ; 
such as problems in mental arithmetic to be explained; also, 
combinations of numbers, to be given in a rapid and miscellaneous 
manner. ‘The exercises may be extended to other branches, giving 
much valuable information, and thereby relieve the tedium of the 
school-room. 

When a teacher endeavors to place his pupils upon their own re- 
sources, insisting that they shall climb the hill of science themselves, 
as far as they possibly can, without his assistance, what is the result ? 
Children go home and tell that the teacher won't help them half as 
much as they want him to. They say,—we can’t understand our 
examples, and it is no use for us to go toschool. Do not parents 
listen to such complaints too often to the injury of their children and 
the whole school? A ‘scholar should never have assistance until he 
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has tried himself. How long he should try is a question which will, 
and often does, perplex the faithful teacher. How much assistance 
shall he give? Not all the pupil desires, oftentimes. But he first 
seeks to find out what he does not know—what the exact trouble is. 
Then he is prepared to lead him along, step ty step, until the diffi- 
culty ie solved. Pupils should receive just help enough to secure to 
them the greatest amount of mental exercise. What they find ont 
themselves will be of much more value to them than what is told 
them. What costs us labor is more precious than what comes by 
asking. Children are slow to believe this, but parents should not be. 

There are some persons who pretend to believe that experience in 
schocl-teaching is of no value; for they say that a person will keep 
(not teach) a better school the first time than ever after. Those who 
aet upon this principle in regard to schools would do so in no other 
employment. If they were to build a house would they get an 
apprentice just’out of his time? Ifthey had an important case at 
law would they employ a student just admitted tothe bar? If their 
children were sick would they employ one who was ignorant of the 
nature of diseases; or would they seek the most skillful physician 
within their reach? Is the rearing and unfolding of the young mind 
less an art and science than either of the learned professions? Is not 
experience with the young in discovering their peculiar dispositions, 
various capacities, inclinations and desires, as valuable in training 
them for usefulness here, and immortality hereafter, as in any other 
employment that can be mentioned? If there is one that needs ex- 
perience more, we do not know what it is. That there-are those 
who keep the best school the first time trying we do not doubt, but 
such persons do not deserve the name of teachers and in an intelligent 
community will soon be obliged to seek otheremployment. But you 
say young teachers must begin somewhere—there must be-a first 
time. Very true. They should seek positions not too difficult for 
them, and if they show a love andtalent for their work they will sel- 
dom be in want of situations. 

The order in our sdhools is not, in all cases, what it ought to beto 
secure the results desired. . The manner of passing out and in could 
be improved. The positions while in their seats should receive more 
attention from the teacher. Scholars should uniformly sit erect 
when engaged in study. Stand squarely on both feet when in the 
class reciting. We are happy to be able to say that we have seen 
attention given to these things in some schools, but in not all. We rec- 
ommend that much more attention be given to the position of schol- 
ars while writing. ‘The manner of many in holding their pens is very 
awkward, which should be. corrected with ~orseveranc® enough to 
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éause all to hold them’ properly. This should receive particular 
notice with new beginners. Not one in ten will hold their pens prop- 
erly when beginning to write without instruction upon this point. 
And we all know how hard it is to,break up an old habit. * 

The great impediment to good order is whispering and other modes 
of communication. We do not now propose*to offer a universal 
remedy for this evil, for the remedies are as various as the offences. 
It is sufficient to say that severity enough should be used to. banish 
it from the school-room during study hours. In this matter of commu- 
nication we should be pleased to see both teachers and scholars take 
a higher standard than they have heretofore taken. | 

Gy the Registers we saw the names of two scholars who bibd not 
communicated during the term. May we see many more at the 
close of next year. More time might profitably be devoted to spell- 
ing. We would like to find classes able to spell almost any word in 
their reading lessons, pronouncing each syllable distinctly; which 
can be accomplished by a few minutes attention at each recitation. 
We are aware that considerable time is devoted to reading, and we 
have some good readers, though not so many as we could wish. It 
would be pleasing to see more interest in this branch, bearing in mind 
that the amount read is of less consequence than the manner of 
reading. Having the voice clear and full, the articulation distinct, 
the emphasis placed: upon the right words and the inflections correctly 
observed. ‘ 

During the winter term the text books in Arithmetic were change 
In the new book there is a smaller. number of examples: to be ‘per- 
formed, while. there is a better explanation of the principles of the 
science. ‘The result we hope will be a better understanding of those 
principles, and their applications with less mechanical labor. Prob- 
ably no branch réceives more attention than Arithmetic. And there 
are more pupils who are proficients in this than in anything else, 
For, as.a general thing, it is better taught. Yet it can be pf} 
in some localities. 

Mental Arithmetic can be more dwelt upon without injury to any 
one. Children are in a hurry to get into written Arithmetic. Par- 
ent and teachers often yield to their wishes before they are prepared 
to do so. Consequently their progress is slower and less thorough 
than it ought or otherwise would be. Too much time can hardly be 
spent upon Addition, the hardest and least: attractive of the funda- 
mental. rules. It is quite rare to. find a scholar, who: can, without 
hesitation, add correctly the first time a column of figures amounting 
to one-hundred or more. Scholars are apt to be too much confined 
to rules. They can perform almost any abstract question under a 
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particular rule; but when they are put into miscellaneous problems 
they are at loss how to solve them. Don’t know how to begin. Tho 
power of application needs to be cultivated more extensively. And 
how can it better be effected than by constant drilling in mental 
Arithmetic. 

There is no branch pursued in our schools that presents so small 
results compared with the labor that is bestowed upon it as Grammar. 
This is owing partly to a natural dislike for the study and partly to 
the text books; and consequently the inability of the teachers to pre- 
sent it in as attractive a form as they do other studies. Very many 
of our pupils do not study it at all, while others who make the at- 
tempt, leave school with very little practical knowledge of it. Can- 
not something be done to awaken a greater interest in this essential 
department of study. We have a language. It is founded upon dis- 
tinct principles and laws; and there are many rules of application, 
without a knowledge of which we must depend upon our personal 
intercourse with others to know when we use correct expressions. A 
thorough knowledge of grammatical analysis and parsing enables one 
better to interpret the writings of others. It teaches us to detect 
errors in composition, and points out the right way to correct them. 
He who is ignorant of the science of his own language is wanting in 
one of the elements of a good education. 

Geography is pursued with a good degree of interest and profit. 
Map-drawing is attended to in some schools with good results. We 
think more attention could profitably be paid to the general princi- 
ples of the science. Studying the earth as a whole; defining its 
great natural features—its mountain systems, the great plains and 
river basins; the climate—its relation to the various productions, and 
also, its physical peculiarities; to this, we might add, more drilling in 
Latitude and Longitude. 

It might be imagined, from what has been said, that your commit- 
tee thought your schools inferior to those in surrounding towns; but 
that is not the case. We believe they rank well with those around 
us. ‘This town is more,alive than many to the work of education, 
and our general criticisms have been prompted by no fault-finding 
spirit, but with an earnest desire to promote the best good ofall. 

Within a few years the majority of the districts in town have pro. 
vided more commodious houses than those formerly in use. But we 
have noticed no important improvements during the past year. There 
yet remain quite a number that are wholly unfit for the important use 
for which they are employed. Those in Nos. 7 and 8 are very small and 
in ill repair. And as the average attenance in these districts is only 
about thirty, it is very desirable that they should unite and erect s 
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building in keeping with the times. Will not the peoplein these 
districts, who esteem the education of their children as the choicest 
boon within their power, move in this matter and accomplish the 
desired results. 'The children in No. 5, have, during the past winter, 
attended school in Bridgewater, where they will continue to go for 
the present. Arrangements having been made with the committee of 
Bridgewater to that effect, upon request of the district, by paying 
them pro rata what we raise annually per scholar. 


It is well known to many that much effort and expense is made by 
the Secretary of the Board of Education, at the cost of the Common- 
aealth, in holding Institutes in different parts of the State, in Spring 
and Fall, having, for their object, the improvement of our public 
schools by suggesting improved methods of teaching to those who 
have not had the opportunity of attending any of the Normal 
Schools, where the science of teaching is made astudy. At these 
meetings the best teachers are procured, who never fail to make a 
good impression upon all who are interested enough - to attend. We 
are free to say that in our opinion there is no place where a teacher 
can go and spend a week without expense, and obtain so much that 
will be useful to him in prosecuting the labors of the school-room. 


During the past winter an effort has been made to interest the 
pupils in the subject of temperance. Twenty of the schools have 
been visited and addressed by Rev. H. C. Coombs, on the subject. 
There were 577 pupils present and 533 adopted the pledge to abstain. 
from the use of intoxicating liquors and tobacco. if 


The design of this effort is to prevent the formation of an appetite 
for strong drink and tobacco among the youth, and give them 4 
knowledge of the evils and dangers to which they are exposed, which 
will preserve them in after years. The teachers, with few excep- 
tions, have manifested a very great interest in this movement. In 
the Purchade school there were thirty-one pupils present when visited, 
and by the co-operation and faithfulness of the teacher, Mr. HE. Cush- 
man, all present were induced to adopt the pledge. Since that he 
has succeeded in obtaining the signature of twenty-seven others, sever- 
al of whom are young persons in the district, not connected with his 
school. 

Miss Lucy T. Clark, who taught the school upon the Neck, has 
also been very successful in interesting and enlisting her pupils in the 
cause of temperance. All present signed the pledge when addressed, 
and since that time twenty-four more pledges have been called for. 
Let all the teachers in town follow up the effort that has been com- 
menced in the schools, and the result cannot fail to be satisfactary. 
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~ STATISTICS. 


SCHOOLS KEEPING TWO TERMS IN THE YEAR. 


] 


NAMES OF TEACHERS. 


No of Dist. 
Length of Schoo 
in mos. and diys. 
Wages per month 
Average 
attendance. 
Percentage 
of attendance. 
! Number of Visitors. 


| Over 15 years. 


SUMMEK. 
J. Lizzie Cobb, 
Christiana Vaughan, 
Fannie P. Williams, 
Kliza M. Bassett, 
Amelia F. Butterworth, 
Lucy 8. Higgins, 
Theodocia B. Vaughan, 
J. Augusta Smith, 
Nancy A. Barros, 
Joanna 8. Smith, 
Lucretia C. Savery, 
Anna HH. Snow, 
Sarah E. Lucas, 
Emma Thompson, 
izabeth B. Cushman, 
Caroline T. Wood, 
Susie H. Cush van, 
Martha J. Hayward, 
Caroline K. Weston, 
Lucia A. Drake, 


E. W. Wood, © 

I. F. Atvood, | 

J. H. Millett, 

Elliot Whi »ple, 
Emma C. Brownell, 
Joanna 8. Smith, 

K. Tilson Pratt, 

M. H. Cush ng, 
Emery ¥. Atwood, 
George L. Millett, 
Charles Il. Andrews, 
J. Horace Soule, 
Deborah Gisby, 
Anna Hi. Snow, 
Lucy T Clark, 
Elbridge Cushman, 
imeline 8 vith, 

L. Augusta #aldron, 38 
John C. Alen, 2114 2-3 


SCHOOLS KEEPING THREE TERMS IN THE YEAR. 


Senior Grammar Schoo}. |$ ail 
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Junicr Grammar Schoo. 
Q Summer, 

Fall, 


= © | Num. of Scholars. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Ssehool Committee, 
TOWN OF MIDDLEBORO, 
FOR THE YEAR 
I1S=G4-5. 


MIDDLEBORO: 
PRIN LED BY STILLMAN B. PRATT, “GAZETTE” OFFICE 
1865. 


Report. 


Your School Committee respectfully submit the following. Report : 

For the sake of convenience and economy, the various Schools, 
for the purpose of visiting and reporting, have been assigned to 
members of the Committee as follows: Dists.Nos.1, 2, 3, 5,6, 7, 8 and 
15,to A. H. Soule; Dists.Nos. 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14, 16 and 17, to M. H. 
Cushing ; Dists. Nos. 4, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23, to E. W. Drake. 

We have endeavored to visit each School twice and in most cases 
three times during each term, and such reports as were deemed nec- 
essary, at the time of our meeting, were made to the Board, and 
through the discussion of which each School has received the atten- 
tion of the full Board. 


CONDITION OF SCHOOLS. 


It is the opinion of your Committee that while some Schools have 
by the united efforts of teachers, parents and pupils, made rapid 
progress in their studies and taken a higher position among the 
schools in town, others, from adverse causes, have been less prosper- 
ous, and in one or two instances of little or no value. The average 
attainments of our schools however will rank as high as in former 
years ; but we trust that our citizens are aware that the subject of 
Education does not receive that attention with us which its import- 
ance demands. Present attaimments should not be satisfying when 
a higher and more advanced position may be reached by a proper 
interest in the cause. On account of the increase of teachers’ wages 
to comply in part with the increased cost of food and clothing, the 
appropriation of the Town for the last school year has been insufli- 
cient to continue our schools to their accustomed length, and they 
have only been continued to the average length of six months and 
eighteen days, by using surplus appropriations, voluntary contribu- 
tions, and in a number of instances employing female teachers where 
male teachers have formerly been employed. But our Town at its 
recent March meeting has very wisely increased its appropriation to 
$4500, a sum, which if not adequate to the wants, will aid very much 
in increasing the length of our schools. 

To those who are ever ready to favor a decrease, and oppose an 
increase of the school money, under the plea of retrenchment, we 
would commend the following extract from the Report of the Board 
of Education :—“Should it be necessary to retrench expenditures 
everywhere, the Public Schools should be the last to suffer this cur- 
tailment. An increase of debt, the coming generation, if intelligent 
and enterprising, will easily repay ; but let the generation itself be 
erected, and no power short of miracle could compensate the 
Oss. : 
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ATTENDANCE. 
As has often been reported, one of the principal evils of our Pub- 


'~ lic Schools is irregular attendance ; but it is gratifying to notice that 


some improvement has been made in this respect during the past 
year. The average percentage of attendance has been 5% per cent 
higher than during the preceding year and 8 per cent higher than the 
average in the State for the same time. It will be noticed that the 
‘highest percentage of attendance in any one term, (98), was in the 
Winter term in Dis. No. 20, and was taught by Mr. John F. Alden. 

We hail with pleasure any improvement in this respect and are 
encouraged to hope that greater efforts will be made for the regular 


attendance of pupils. 
TARDINESS. 

That inexcusable habit of being late at school appears to prevail 
more in some localities than in others, for while the Registers of 
some terms contain more than 100 marks of tardiness, others contain 
but very few. The Register of the School in Dis. No. 8, also affords a 
pleasing contrast by informing us that no scholar was late during the 
entire school year. This School was taught in Summer by Miss Ju- 
dith S. Thomas, and in Winter by Mr. Emery F. Atwood. The Sum- 
mer term in Dis. 22, taught by Miss Sarah W. Alden is likewise 
praiseworthy. Whyis itthat some people seem predestined to be 
late ? Late at school, late for the cars, late to their work, late to 
meet all their appointments ? And in no way does this pernicious 
habit develope itself in a more desecrating manner than by being 
late at church. How often have our devotions been disturbed by 
one of these late-comers entering the sanctuary during the holy hour 
of prayer. And who will deny that these habits are formed in 
childhood, when the mind is so flexible that the character is easily 
changed? How forbidding is the thought that our children should 
become the servants of this slothful habit for a lifetime. If we then 
would bequeath to our children the principles of promptness and 
punctuality, let us commence by teaching them to be promptly at 
school, or if you persistently adhere to the former course, we con- 
jure you for the sake of the welfare and happiness of others, to leave 
the enterprising society of New England, and emigrate to some 
place where the people breakfast at noon and dine at tea-time. 


WRITING. 

We have noticed very beneficial results arising from the use of 
Payson, Dunton & Scribner’s Penmanship ; such as establishing the 
pupil in one good system of penmanship, which cannot be secured 
where the writing of numerous teachers is copied. One evil, how- 
ever, occurs in their use, which we would like to see corrected. We 
find a general desire among scholars, especially the younger, to use 
those numbers which are too difficult for their capacities. We would 
therefore suggest that the books be obtained according to the direc- 
tion of the ‘Teacher. 

CO-OPERATION OF PARENTS. 

It cannot be expected that our schools will improve much upon 
their present condition until the public are more thoroughly acquain- 
ted with the Teacher’s duties, and more willing, by sympathy and 
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encouragement, to aid in performing them. It is a notable fact that 
those whu are most ready to criticise and complain of the imefficien- 
cy of the teacher, are those who seldom if ever visit the school or 
make the acquaintance of the teacher. Itis evident that such opin- 
ions are based upon the reports of children and street gossip, never- 
theless they often possess quite an influence to the detriment of the 
school. Let the parent be a frequent visitant of the school, likewise 
let the teacher visit the pupils and parents at their homes, to secure 
if possible a mutual understanding of the work of the schoolroom, 
and much trouble would be avoided and the prosperity of the 
schools increased. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

Our schools, which are not graded, will average twenty-five reci- 
tations per day, and allowing twenty minutes for recess during each 
session, we have less than thirteen minutes for each recitation, with 
no allowance for the time which is taken to answer the numerous 
questions which occur mn a schoolroom, while some of these classes 
should receive thirty minutes each. People will at once perceive 
the impracticability of increasing, but rather the necessity for dimin- 
ishing this number of classes. Therefore any arrangement which 
the Committee and Teachers may make to accomplish this object, 
we trust will be cheerfully submitted to, 

There is also a disposition in our schools on the part of pupils, to 
get into higher classes before they are sufiiciently advanced for that 
promotion ; especially is this true in reading. No pupil should be 
allowed a text-book which is beyond his understanding. Parents 
should be willing to confide this matter in the hands of the Commit- 
tee and Teachers, who are the best judges of the comparative attain- 
ments of their children. 

We deprecate a practice which we have noticed in some schools, 
of scholars leaving the school a short time before its close, apparent- 
ly for the purpose of shunning the Examination. Such scholars re- 
ceive the reproof of the Committee, and should of all good-minded 
people. If this practice is continued, the names of those who thus 
dishonor themselves may be given to the public. 

We notice a disposition on the part of some teachers to find fault, 
especially with the former teacher of the school. We expect such 
to treat us in the same manner in our absence. They evidently seek 
to build areputation upon the faults of others. This system is as 
base as it is vain. There are higher and purer means by which to 
win the confidence of pupils than by destroying the affection which 
they bear toward another. 

Many children in town give evidence of a sad neglect of moral and 
religious culture. So apparent is this, that we can sympathize with 
those parents who having nurtured their children in virtuous _princi- 
ples, are reluctant to confide them to the society of those whose lan- 
guage is mingled with obscenity and profanity. The morality of the 
child depends principally upon its home culture ; and with the par- 
ents toa great extent rests the responsibility of the future character 
of their children. “If they sow the wind, they must with sorrow 
reap the whirlwind.” 
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' We fear there is some remissness on the part of some teachers,. 
either through excessive modesty or a misunderstanding of the ex- 
tent of their authority, in performing this important part of their 
duty. We wish teachers to distinctly understand that their author- 
ity is not limited to the school-house and the adjoining play-ground, 
but has exercise over the conduct of their pupils while going to and 
returning from school, so far as that conduct affects the character of 
the school. That the duties of those having youth committed to 
their care may be clearly understood, we publish the statute law of 
Massachusetts on this subject, which is worthy of being exhibited in 
large characters in every school-room. “It shail be the duty of all 
instructors of youth, to exert their best endeavors to impress on the 
minds of children and youth committed to their care and instruct- 
ion, the principles of piety and justice, and a sacred regard to truth, 
love of their country, humanity and universal benevolence, sobriety, 
industry and frugality, chastity, moderation and temperance, and 
those other virtues which are the ornament of human society and the 
basis upon which a republican constitution is founded; and it shall 
be the duty of such instructors to endeavor to lead their pupils, as 
their ages and capacities will admit, into a clear understanding of 
the tendency of the above mentioned virtues to preserve and perfect 
a republican constitution and secure the blessings of liberty, as well 
as to promote their future happiness ; and also to point them to the 
evil tendency of the opposite vices.” 


— * PS a. Same 



















































































; STATISTICS. 
Schools Feeeping ‘TCwo Terms in the Year. 
en ; 3 
pat o@ nm . a 
© | Fe +) : 5 | 0 eS ie 
5 folacls|e § |eel2 else 
+ SIP Ciel as aye Slo Sie re 
A| NAMES OF TEACHERS. | ®| Falz ae aye ~ Bho ps | 
S 2é\Fals|q 3 l55/8s\$/./° 
fon) of a a 3 so ify s = Alp |e 
Z. of Zz, ‘s|e PIO\A 
=) Zz 
SUMMER. $ c. 
1|Julia W. Cobb, 3  |16 {17/14 2-5} .g5; 12) | 1/30 
9 Deborah Gisby, 4 10/2133 45/28 2-3) 64] 87 2/59 
3\Susie M. Nichels, - 1310/22 {42/80 1-4] .79} 68) 2) 1/29 
4|Watie A. Harding, 4 96 |48/37 77 183) 5| 2)24 
§|Julia A. Doten, 4 13 7| 68-4 9@| 15) 3 2 
6|Lucy A. Cusnman, 315/20 |28)41 4-4] .94| 18) 1/11/66 
7\Theodocia B. Vaughn, 3 6/16 {12/10 2-3) .gg}, 3) 1} {30 
8|Juliith S. Thomas, 3.10}14 |84/29 1-2) .87 4} 2/31 
9|Julia A, Thomas, 215119 |29/24 1-2) .g4|, 9] 4) 2/18 
10|Lydia A. Barrows, 3 5|18 [35/25 1-8) .79) 49} 3) [26 
11|Nancie A. Barrows, 3 {16 |80)25 1-5} .g4} 17) 3} 3/29 
12/Hennah K. Sears, 3 120 137/32 1-2) .g8} 32) 3] 1/25 
13/Ann H. Snow, 38 |18 |80)24 2-5) .g1] 2 4|19 
14|[. Augusta Smith, 310/14 |24/20 1-2) (91 9| 5) [24 
15|Sybil Edson, 4 6|18 {1513 1-4) ,sg} 116 1/25 
16)Sarah G. Tinkham, 3 {16 {29/22 76, 1385} 1} 5/18 
17|Joanna 8S. Smith, 810}18 [36/28 3-4] .go} 45] 3} [89 
19|Amelia F. Butterworth, 38 |24 165/44 89} 131 2\16 
20|Lucy J. Willis, 210/25 |24/21 87| 42] 2) 1/26 
21/Kk. A, King, 3 |22 |27/224-5) 94) 83) 4| [13 
22\Sarah W. Alden, 38 {16 {17/12 Val 1\16 
23/Alla C. Howes, 315/20 |36/40 83] 28) 2} 1/18 
WINTER. 
1|Juliz W. Cobb, 317|20 |27/24 g9| 45 6|37 
gil. F. Atwood, 2 §|4356/42/32 2-5] .77| 130 5|27 
3|M. H. Cushing, 217/387 {41/32 1-4} 77} 138} 1| 7/20 
4|Watie 4, Harding, 315/26 |46/38 1-2} 73) 126} 1} 3/18 
6|George M. Paull, 211/46 (80/23 1-3] 78) 104) |11)/40 . 
7|\Theodocia B Vaughn, 415,19 {12/10 83) 3 1/30 
8|Emery F. Atwood, 2 17/3315/31/22 yal 4114 
9|Caleb S. Winchester, 313/25 |29)21 1-2) 74] 39) 3] 3ig0 
10|Adeline V. Wood, 815126 (42/31 3-4| 75) 103 4)17 
1]|J Horace Soule, 2 5/37 |31/28110) 75) 102] 1} 614 
12|Stephen C. Sears, 3 |32 |41/34 83) 157 1/27 
13|/Edward A. Drew, . 214/386 |36)/281-10) 78] 82} {10)29 
14|J, Horace Soule 214/83 (81/25 8-9} 63) 10 5|22 
15|Morton Thompson, 215/24 {19/16 84| 70} | 4/21 
16\Sarah E. Lucas, 4 |24 |25/16 64) 189 3/29 
17|Ann H Snow, 4 |26 |85)28 74| 83} 1} 9/36 
19|Elbridge Cushman, 12 15/45 66/45 84| 155| | 8/20 
20)John F. Alden, 2 40 |25/24 1-2) “98} 8 3/17 
21\Ruth C. Swift, | 3 §/28 [42130 3-4) (73} 166) 1) 7/25 
22\John C. Alden. 215/30 {17/15 2-3) 92) 11 6|22 
23|Caroline E. Weston, 216|26 |44/34 1-4 °78] 7} 211/28 
Schools Keeping Three Terms in the Year. 
Senior Grammer School. 
Levi Z. Thomas, Summer, 38 5] 47/88'26 1-6|.69} 130 6| 25 
18| James M. Sawin, Fail, 2 6! 60/45/88 4-5|.86) 125 7h 28 
J. H. Millett, Winter, 2 15) 60/50/39 1-10) 78} 203) |12) 21 
‘Junior Grammer School, 
Summer,|3 4}  92'55\42 1-38].77| 350 46 
18|Harriet C. Barden, (Fall 2 15) 95/49/52 88} 158 58 
Winter, |3 25169\47 1-2].83) 433 87 
Intermediate. | 
Summer,|3 5] 22'59/52 1-6).88} 92 gl 
18/L. A. Waldron, Fall, [2 15] 25/60|55 1-4].92) 65 86 
Winter, |3 25/58|54 1-5).93) 124 63 
Primary. we) 
Summer,|3 5] 22'S /88 3-8).g2| 36 154 
18 Mary L. Tinkham,$ Fall, ~ |2 15} 25/84/73 3-5].g3) 36 136 
Winter, |3 25)94|79 2-5|.85| 64 124 
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DISTRICT APPORTIONMENT, &C. 


The amount appropriated by the Town at its annual March meet- 


ing in 1864 for the support of its public schools was $4000. The 
amount appropriated by the Committee from the State School Fund 
was $200. Amount of voluntary contributions in board furnished 
by districts No. 6, 7 and 15, $176. 


The apportionment to each District was as follows :— 








Dist. No. 1, $135./Dist. No. 18, $160, 
t Bees 200.) ” cau ke 145, 
2 ay 190, ” wml 5, 100. 
" hy, A, 20H) 7? ey Oe 130. 
” We md; G0) eu a0 Ws 160. 
. Dae Oot BOO 0” ay DS rae 1141, 
4 Oe ee 2 ae ud Be 220. 
a 3 145,” | 0: 155. 
# ” (om (Union)! 26)” "72s 160. 
. aoa At 170.) at? my Rasa! 140. 
% 1 1455 vy 23; (Unters 18. 
3 7 12, 170. 


Number of persons in Town on the first day of May, 
1864, between five and fifteen years of age. 95 
Number of different Scholars of all ages in all the 


public schools in Summer, 927. 
Number of different Scholars of all ages In all the 
public schools in Winter, 964. 
Average percentage of attendance in all the schools in | 
Summer, 19 
Average percentage of attendance in all the schools in 
Winter, 
Average percentage of attendance in Summer and 
W inter, 82 
Average length of schools, - 6 mos. 18 d. 
Average wages per month of male teachers in public 
schools, $37.25 
Average wages per month of female teachers in public 
schools, $20.64 


MERITORIOUS SCHOLARS. 


The following scholars have not been absent or tardy during a term and 
those having a star prefixed to their names, have a perfect record for the 


whole year :— 
Dist. No. 1—*George W. Soule. *“M. Thomas Soule, Nancie T. ‘Bradford, 
Henry W. Bradford, Wm. ‘I’. Soule, 
7 7 2—Francilla Briggs, Marcia E. Thomas, Mary L. Briggs, Fran- 
ces M. Bump Bessie M. Morse, JFabez S. Shurtleff, Wiilis T. 
Shartleff. 
7 " 38—L. Bradtord Pratt. Horace 4 Dunham. 
” -% 4-—Leora F. Carter, Martha A. Braley. Mary W. Collins. 
» ” 6—E. Lizzie Cushman, Lydia G. Coffin, Abbie A Cushman, 
Clara «. Hagen, Ellen L. Deane, Carrie A. Deane, W. En- 
ma Thompson, Churles F. Hagen, George E. Boomer. 
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- Disr. No. 7—Fidelia J. Thomas, Augusta H. Weston, Sarah A. Thomas, 


9? 


Ichabod B. Thomas, Hrastus B. Shaw. 

” 9. Miles T. Standish, John B. Thomas, Elijah D. Morse, Ade- 
line M. Atwood, Susan A. Thomas, Lucy S. Tillson, Sarah 
A. Thomas, Luey W. Thomas, Lucy J. Wrightington, Benj. 
F. Atwood, Frederic J. Shurtleff, Charles G, Wrightington. 

” g—*Mary E. Richards. Laura A. Cobb, Aravesta B. Shaw, An. 
nette B. Shaw, Frank W. Cobb, Obed H. Shaw, Edward @. 
Shaw 

>» 10—Mary T. Morse, Naomi F. Morse, Hattie S, Morse, Nettie 
E. Thomas, Diana M. Reed. 

»» 11—Helen Harlow. 

»” 79--**Ada. M Tinkham, “Dora B. Tinkham, Sarah M. Clark, Lu- 

cy F. Clark, Howard M. Bishop, Hattie A. Smith. 

** 13—**Hannah H. Morton, George F. Winchester, Lucy F. Win- 

chester, , 

” 14“'Sarah N. Thomas, *Lucinda F. Bolles, “Mary L. Waters, 
“Klijah H. Thomas, “Nelson C. Thomas, Hattie N. Bolles, 
Andrew J: Bisbee, Eddie W. Bolles, Harvey. N. Atwood, 
Frederic A. Bolles, Herman A. Thomas. 

15—Priscilla 8. Covington. 

17—Clara E. Sisson. 

18—Mary Pickens, John Murphy, Augustus Abbott, Hannah 
Seanlin, Minnie Soule, Mary Okl——, Mary Whitcomb, Lu- 
lie Peirce, “John Shaw, Clarence 8.. Hathaway, “Henry S. 
Drake, John Tobey, Katie McCornick, Carrie Winslow, Julia 
Tinkham, Herbert Cushing, Willie Beals, John Jeffries, 
Frank Baker, Charlie Thacher, Walter Chamberlain, Sum- 
ner Washburn, Kenelim Wiaslow, May Washburn, “Emma 
Nye, Sarah Peckham, Louisa Rounsville, Julia Vaughan, 
Abby Vaughan, Katie Tobin, Mary Reed, Annie Whitmarsh , 
Frank Davis, James Scanlin, Emma Atkins, Charlie Adams, 
George E. Doane, Julia A Sanford, Sarah A Swett, Levi 
Tinkham, Wilson Atwood, M. Angie Perniman,Ellen Down- 
ing, Lucy Pickens, Cornelia Pickens, Cynthia Pratt, Eva 


~~ 
vu 


= 
~~ 


Shaw, 
> 19—Flora C. Godfrey, Lottie L. Finney, Mary A. Eaton, Mary 


- 
~ 


A. Snow. . 

20—Mary S. Perkins, Mary B. Coreia, Abbie 8. Wentworth. Ju- 
lia M. Hooper, Lu. P. Aiden, Mary L. Alden, A. A. Keith, 
George H. Clark, C. Alton Reed, ©. L. Hooper, Edgar J. 
Jones, Henry 8. Keith, Susie L. Barrows. 

21—*Marion G. Pratt, “Susie K. Pratt, George E. Macomber, 
“Freddie Pratt, Adrian Pratt, Dora Hathaway, Lucinda 
Chandler. 

’? 29-Mary F. Alden, George A. Wood, 8S. Elvira Hackett, Ella F. 

Hackett. 
”? 93—Freddie H. White,*Elizabeth A Savery. Laura A. Tinkham, 
Ernest Miller, Erastus Miller, Emery Elms, 


) 
~ 


'M. H. CUSHING, 
E. W DRAKE, School Committee. 
A. H. SOULE, 
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” Ss” ‘TM ECN ET AUDITOR'S ORDERS. 
he STAT ~ LENE ) Ira Smith, Selectman and Assessor, 76 25 
’ J.T. Wood do do 135 45 
A> 4 et , 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURIS A. K. Bishup, do do 2 yrs. 152 00 ee 
OF THE TOWN OF | 
. a - - ) M. H. Cushing, School Committee. 89 75 
7 ? ) & ; 
MIDDI GH BORO neg AH. Soule,” dodo 85 75 . 
3 a, role D 
, »% FOR THE YEAR ENDING W. Drake, do do 27 82 Sig a3 
MAY 1st, 1865. 
. C. B. Wood, Overseer of Poor, 21 27 5 
<IMG teem waaneneeees meeeaenaed KE. Pickens, do do 13 40 94 67 
} 
2 7" Feu Bh | " itor’ es e 
RECEIVED Paes hekccre* Ctaa 
BY ©. B. WOOD, TOWN TREASURER, as follows ; S. Hinckley, do 75 
John Shaw, Jr., former Treasurer, 90 80 aes 
‘Selectmen, for which they gave Town notes, 36d 00 Geo. Soule, Hall for Com. meeting, 1 00 
eh SS sae he ipoonie from nko 1550 60 Isaac §. Shurtleff, Surv. of Highways, 975 
ities and J’awns down iver” ir pe ¢ OMeth? 
of the expnse oo “ capa 2 See ee ah ‘ F Fi : " 2 
follows#Fall River $14 Frectowi-1): — OP ced ing; _ n 3 70 
ce eons Dightow 20s: Berkley 20,; \*- fi He Te. ae de idols 
on > 9 ate i Ren 53 ; 
Raynham 20. and. Teunton 30. | 130 00 \ Bom S. Smith, wines do “10 00 ¥ 
E. Robinson, Assignee of the estate of AQ. M. Eaton 1462 Radin es is to 3 59 : % 
Royal Elmes towards support of his daughte:, ov og NS lg Hee ne x 1 10 00 
Friends of Gideon Perkins towards his support, 70 80 a, | Final J aaupee ‘4 * 69 26 a 
State Treasurer as income of School Fund, ' saa . Bt 
do State Aid for the year 1863, .12000 00 z 
do Balance of State Aid for 1862, 17.86 tate Tax for the year 1864, , aoe ee 
do Interest on State Aid money, 68 92 : younty Tax, do ; a 505 25 * 
12086 78 s. Robinson’s note, prino|pa) and aia et ee , 
do aS tax on Corporations for 1864, 2697 49 . Pp eats as do aa 152 75 
do for Recruiting expenses, 165 00 Figech Wiilisene dé ac do 285 08 
Col. Day, ts aims deposited by Selectmen for eh cs °C). Churchillae do a ae 101 00 fava 
Star Mills, 1-4 the expenses of repairing bridge below 
their works, 65 47 (nterest on C. A. Sampson’s Note, ° 40 00 
‘For Taxes during the year, 19282 07 ratt Brothers for Printing, 89 70 b 
For Plank sold (4 96). Town Maps sold (105), and Levi F. Tinkham, for moving Town Safe, 5 00 
Dogs Licensed, (1.80), 7 81 saac Clark’s bill, as ordered by the Town, 25: 50 
B. P. Wood, for which the Treasurer gave a note, 2 xpress, Postage, Stamps, Stationery ete., 85 70 _ 
Aug 1I, 1864, 15000 3. B. Wood, Registering Fees, 28 80 
E. Robinson, do do Aug. 15, °64,. 500 U0 do Collector and Treasurer, by vote of town, 860 00 
do . do do Aug. 31,64, 15000 Cash on hand at the end of the year, 1953 73 
Joseph Williams, do Sept. 5, 64, 275 00 2548 43 
S.C. Churchill, do do Sept. 10, ’64, —. 100 00 
B.P.Wood, do do April 8, 65, 100000 46908 54 


Mercy Leonard, do do April 4,65, 1000 00 % 
‘+ Joseph Wi'liams, do do April 15, ’65, 330 00 
T. F. Barden, do do April 22, ’65, 1100 00 © 
Sophia C. Thomas, do April 24,’65, 20000 ~~. 
aN —— 4805 00 


TOWN DEBT, 
MAY 1, 1865. 


Notes given by the Selectmen. yg 
Notes given by ‘the Treasurer, 
Orders and Bills not on interest, 





« 46903 54 


| ASSETS. 
Due from 8. Tucker, on Tax Bills, dated prior 


J. to 1862, more than $500, estimated tobe worth 175 00 
Due from 8. Tucker, on tax bills of 1862, more 


PAIDOUT 


BY C. B WOOD, TREASURER, as follows : 

By Order of Selectmen, Sidney Tucker, for 
Rent of Office, : 36 00 

do Postage Stamps, 5.67 

do Repairing bridge, near Star Mill, 242 27 














do Geo. W Wood, for building part of 4 r - than $300, estimated worth 100 00 
Thomrson Street, cae 290 40 {Due from J. Shaw, Jr., on tax bills of 1868, more 
do Savety A Morse, for building part ' than $800, estimated worth 150 00 
of Wareham Street, — 104 90 Due from C. B. Wood, on tax.bills of 1564, 
. de Other Roads and Bridges, © 243 12 _ $711 28, estimated worth 300 00 
<_f do Town of Lakeville, for their part of : 725 00 
dl >. do Herrings, » 485 44 ‘Due from State, for State Aid, 12218 59 
7 apo Recruits and Recruiting, 2881 00 Cash in Town Treasury, \ 1953 73 
ae” _- do Other Small Orders, 83 38 TS , 
ee 432218 | | 148973 
Notossgiven by ee P ‘ 11967 78 {. “ 
State Aid, as ordered by Selectmen, during the year 9973 49 Bal i h 
School orders during the year to the amount of 4264 74 rE igen ab beet ae 


Orders given by the Overseers of the Poor, 2683 05 3 
Bills from Rist Lunatic Hospital at Taunton 411 25 I. F. ATWOOD, 
JAMES H. HARLOW, $ Committee. 


A. L. TINKHAM, 


8094 30 











REPORT 


OX THE 


Receipts & EGxpenditures 
MIDDLEBORO, 


YEAR ENDING MAY 1, 1866. 


MIDDLEBORO: 
STILLMAN B. PRATT, PRINTER, “GAZETTH’’ OFFICE. 
1866. 





REPORT OF TOWN, TREASURER, 


a 


CorneLius B. Woop, Treasurer, in:account with Town. 


Dr. 
To cash on hand from old account, | | 1,958.78 
amount taxes on bills of 1864, unsettled, 711.28 
cash received from Julia EH. Record, . 200.00 
, cash received from J. T. Wood, chairman Selectmen, 113.06 
_one map sold M. Cushing, .20 
_, Cash of Jos. H. Bisbee, fish, ! 261.00 
| H. C. Thomas, note given, 220.00 
J. M. Day, Pro. Mar., Com. wt on reeruit- 
ing account, 300.00 
Pee Wm. H. Courser, note given, dafee st 100.00 
ou P. H. Peirce & Co., > eomet 697.06. 
Fall River, fish, ere eR ”-10.008 
State Treasurer, School Fund rine 234.93 
Mrs. C. B. Wood, note given, 240.00 
B. P. Wood, note given, 200.00 
* Dighton, fish, ar loodoH bieg 120.00 
*< Berkley, fish, | | Oe 20.00 
Abishai Miller, note, ruseeoy'l 1,500.00 
Somerset, fish, oj ihars 20,00 
Ivory H. Sears, note; : raga iqrG 700.00 
Freetown, Fish, f 10.00 
Arnold Leach, note, 1,100.00 
Taunton, fish, Zygiono) 50.00 
Mrs. 8. Ward, note, | 25.00 
Raynham, fish, 20.00 
J. H. Bisbee, fish, a | 650.00 
Halifax, expense town bounds, 1.06 
L. C. Macomber, hote, ) 200.00 . 
Town Maps, a 6.05 
J. H. Bisbee, fish, | ali gO ei Di 14.39 
State Treasurer on account of State Aid, 9,200.00 


Interest on State note, 27.30 


d 





No Cash of Philip McGuire, note, 402.68 

Towards support of Gideon Perkins,.from his 
children, 102 72 
State Treasurer, Corporation tax, 2,788.47 
P. Marshall, ex. of wife at Taunton Hospital, 15.39 
Robert Ryder, tax 1862, | 4.97 
Hiram Tillson, license, 10.00 
B. P. Wood, note, 150.00 
Alex. Howland, license, 10.00 
N. ©. Perkins, mk, AT 
Thos. Cobb, license, 10.00 
Town Map, pe 10 
Juliette C. Shaw, note, 150.00 
A. G. Pickens, note, ” 4,000.00 
Taxes committed in Oct. 1865, 27,341.54 
Interest and summons on taxes, 20.72 
from fish money for town license in 1865, 10.00 
$53,734.75 

| Cr. 

By cash paid, School Orders, $4,695.26 
Selectmen’s orders and notes, 14,972.69 
Treasurer's notes, | 3,386.54 
Auditors’ orders, 458.41 
Overseers Poor, orders, 4,486.99 
State Aid, 2,592 19 
S. B. Pratt, printing, 117.84 
County Tax, 2,298.99 

‘Town expenses, 4th July, 1865, 500.00 
State Tax, 3 11,468.00 
Discount on taxes, 1865, 2,492.11 

e ‘« 1864, as fish money, 15.20 
Remittances in tax, 1864-5, 791.85 
Unpaid taxes, 505.39 
Miscellaneous items, 33.11 
Cash on hand, 4,920,18 





—_——-- 


$58,784.75 
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REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OE THE POOR, 


From April 9, 1865, to March 9, 1866. 


Am’t of money ordered from the Town Treasury, 


Cash rec’d from Gideon Perkins’ children 
towards support of their father 
in Lun. Hosp., Taunton, 
for two calves sold, 
for one pig sold, 
for two oxen sold, 


from town of Raynham, for expense 


attending Mrs. Frazer, 


from town of East Bridgewater, for 


c support of Calvin Eaton, 


from town of Mattapoisett, for sup- 


port of Nathan Maxim, 
from lard sold, 


from P. Marshall, for expense of 
his wife at Taunton Lun. Hos., 


Paid out as follows :— 


$102.72 


21.60 
22.25 


192.14 


9.87 
2.72 


7.64 
1.25 


18.89 


For support of Paupers in almshouse from April 9, 


1865, to March 9, 1866, 


Supplies furnished out of Almshouse, in town, to the 


following persons, viz :— 

Mrs. Noah Hammond, 

Mrs. Nathan Avery, 

_ Miss Betsey C. Cobb, 

Mrs. Levi Peirce and daughter, 

Mrs. Martha Belle and family, 

Mrs. Anna L. Reed and child, 

Standish Ryder, for supplies furnished his 
daughter, 

Mrs. David Tribou, for support of Mrs. Levi 
Chase, 


$38 00 


14 55 
19 50 
12 63 
67 50 
24 00 


32 00 


23 65 


#3 302.36 


384.58 


— 


$3,686.94 





$2,143.38 


Emerson P. Morse and family, 91 19 
Joseph Standish and wife, 5 00 
Mrs. Ellen M. Croucher and family, 28 00 
Mrs. Horace Raymond and family, T 50 
Mrs. Andrew Thomas, 5 66 
Mrs. Jeremiah Wood, for support: of Miss e 
Lucy Wood, 36 28 
S. A. Morse, for support of Phil. Snow, 15 72 


For expenses attending the sickness and funer- 
al charges of Mrs. James Frazer, as 


follows :— 
Dr. E. W. Drake’s bill’ 3 00 
Lovice Bryant’s bill, , 2 00 


Geo. Soule’s bill, 4 87 





Paid out of Town. 

Town of Spencer for Louisa Lee and child’n, 66.00 
Hardwick, for EK. & J. Norcutt 164.82 

Rowe, for Mrs. EH, Littlejohn, |... 44 12 
Charlemont, for Miss. C. Littlejohn, 55 00 
Plymouth, for R. Maxina and wife, 52 00 

on of Boston, for M. A. Peabody, 15 25 
7. L. Britten, of Halifax, for Sally M. Cobb, 24 50 


Dr. Hubbard, of spoons for Mrs. C. Robbins, 15 50 _ 


‘Dr. Hewes, of Taunton, for Mrs. D. Raymond, 1 50 
¥. Tenaya, of Lakeville, for Miss M. Eaton, 12 37 





Taunton Lun. Hospital fir G. Perkins,» 177 il 
‘ ‘¢ H.. Elmes, 191 16 

fi es da inde Richmond, T5 90 

Fe vf oF « H.M. Marshall, 18-39 





S. Hinckley, bill of expenses to Spencer’in 
the matter of Louisa Lee and fami- 


ly, twice, 15.55) 


Thomas Lovell and wife, salary for 11 mos., 146 67 
Dr. HK. W. Drake, salary, 86 67 





$462°56 
vol wal 


$2. 574 43 


$451 06 


ci hé 


; ¥. 


198 89 


aa 


%3.686 94 
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Whole number of inmates in the Almshouse during the 


11 mos., (of which number 87 were transient, ) 118 
Remaining the whole time, 24 
Present number in Almshouse, | 28 
‘Whole number weeks for one person, (of which 15 4-7 | 

were transient, ) ‘ 1,607 1-7 
Average number for 11 months, about aD a Z 
Average expense per week excluding interest ) A 

on farm and salaries, & "1 64 
Interest on farm, 177 00 | 
Mr. Lovell’s salary, 146 67 
Dr. Drake’s salary, 36 67 
Overseers of the Poor, estimate, » 40: 00; yncn 


ae $400 34 
Average expense per week including interest 


- on farm and salaries, Qn 1 95 
Appraised value of real estate, nsica2950 00 “s 
Appraised value of personal estate, , Sigua y2R1 SB ve 

C. B. WOOD, | 


; March 9, 1866. for Overseers. of the Poor. 


SCHOOL EXPENSES. 


| Dist, 1, Bs. 
3. W. Cobb, $ 71 25 
TD. W. C. Bradford, wood and sawing, | 5 25 
C. E. Soule, Hh nek | TT 50 
Dist. °2. 

D. Gisby, 7200 
J. & W. C. Swift, board, } ~~ 24 00 
K. Cushman, ) 115 00 
I, Bryant, Jr., wood and sawing, ' 14 00 

Dist, 8. . 
Hi. K. Sears, | 78 T5 
Ira Bryant, wood, 11.25 


S. M. Nichols, | 123.75 


Dist. 4. 


. Thomas, 

. Cushman, 

r. Swift, sawing wood, 
. Soule, 

‘00d; wood, , 


b> wa 


per ba 


. Darling, 
, Leonard, wood, 


. Harding, 

. Dean, wood, 
. Wood, wood, 
Washburn, ' 
hompson, board, 


“mp 


Dist. 7. 


Disr. 8. 
. Barrows, 
. Atwood, 


eo goa Rah os SR PURE 


Dist. 9. 


Town of Carver, 


Dist. 10. 


. Benson, board and wood, 
. Barrows, 
. Gerrish, 
. Wood, 


. G. Atwood, wood and sawing, 


. Ryder, 
. Kyder, wood and sawing, 
Cottle, 
. Benson, board, 


HOYVH APE Peas 
ae ee d>pp> DP 
TA 
“g 


Dist. 11. _ 


Dist. 12. 


63 75 
18 00 
3 00 
126 44 
14 75 


85 00 
3 00 


66 00 
2 25 

6 00 
102 00 
2 60 


34 50 
36 00 
54 51 


54 49 
108 51 


25 00 


57 00 
30 00 
22 00 
TT 00 


54 00 
95 00 
5 69 


4T 70 
12 89 
84 00 
48 00 


2 


A. H. Snow, 


M. Thompson, 
C. Marchant, wood and sawing, | 
Dist. 14. 
S. O. Thomas, 
8. T. Lebaron, 
EK. F. Atwood, wood and sawing, 
Dist. 15. 
C. A. Pease, 
Thos. Washburn, wood, 
T. Edson, 
| Dist. 16. 
P, A. Gerrish, 
S. E. Lucas, 
B. F. Tinkham, wood, 
‘Dist. 17. 


H.C.J enks, 
M. H. Cushing, 
C. Southworth, wood and sawing, 


Dist. 18 


Sr il Et bs oS a be 
Sept wehngsr 
Z 
33 
4 
S 
eS 


J. Shaty, crayons and ink, 


Dist. 19. 


S. Pratt, 

J. ©. Perkins, board, 

LL. Richmond, wood and sawing, 
W. EK. White, 


Dist. 18. 


B. A. White, 


LE. Pratt, 


J. Pratt, wood, 


L. Pratt, 


N. W. Keith, wood, 
©. E. Perkins, 


A. M. Dunbar, 
S. Weston, wood, 
J. F. Alden, 


W. H. Southworth, 

‘ TREASURER’S 
Joseph Williams, 
B. P. Wood, 


P. Ht. Peirce & Co., 
Mrs. C. B. Wood, 


A. Miller, 


W. H. Courser, 
T. D. Reed, 

QO. A. Sampson, 
M. 8. Leonard, 


10 


Dist. 20. 


Dist, 21. 


Dist. 22. 


Dist. 28. 


NOTES AND INTEREST, 


a ee ee 


SELECTMEN’S ORDERS. 


-R. Thompson, work on highway, 


: Smith, work on boundary, 
J.T. Barrows, work on Star Mills bike, 
_ 8, Hinckley, srk on ‘Thompson Street, 


©, Southworth, work on bridge, 
D. Alden, work on highway, 





$337 78 
263 30 
642 73 
244 80 

1,584 75 
103 30 
151 93 

48 00 
60 00 


$8,886 54 





1] 


Soule, Nemasket bridge, 

. 8. Smith, work on Long Point road, 

. C. Swift, work on highway, 

. 8S. Snaith, work on Long Point Street, 

. W. Warren, work on bridge, 

. W. Sherman, work on highway, 

. G. Shaw, work on highway, 

. Tucker, rent, 

. Leonard, Jumber for bridge, 

. Hinckley, time and expense incurred on account of peti- 
tioning Legislature for alteration in Herring Law, 
. Sherman, highway, work, 

. Peirce, work on highways 

. Reed, work, and highway material, 

. Warren, work on bridge, 

J. Shaw, paper and blank books, 


Anan Amara 


H4e a 
Saan> 
| 


ep 


SELECTMEN’S NOTES AND INTEREST. 


H. W. Soule, ‘ 
L. Bumpus, 

M. M. Cushing, 
B. M. Cummings, 
H. ©, Thomas, 
N. McDonald, 

J. 'T. Conant, 

J. K. Bishup, 

S. Williams, 

I. F. Atwood, 

J. C. Reed, 

EK. Robinson, 

M. Cushing, 

§. B. Cushing, © 
J. A. Doten, 

H. K. Godfrey, 
&. Tucker, 


et ee re oe Rae a wah ie! 


26 72 


100 00 


2 70 
3 51 
5 08 
10 00 
6 80 
56 00 
13 83 


50 00 
2 60 
24 12 
6 97 
5 00 
13 73 


20 00 
106 00 
314 85 

94 18 
220 50 

50 00 

44.40 

12 00. 

50 00 

6 00 

61 64 
848 00 

12 00 

6 00 
186 28 


7 EF v 
t OONe, 


99 00° 
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A. Leach, 

K. Chase, 

M. ©. Swift, 

H. Robinson, 

M. A. Sampson, 

S. Ward, 

Loan & Fund Association, 
H. Soule, | 
H. W. Soule, 

3. Holmes, 

H. W. Courser, 

Z, Pratt, 

H. K. Godfrey, 

S. Williams, . 

H. Wood, | 

- 1. Thompson, 

L. Smith, ' 

H. W. Soule, 

L. C. Macomber, 
Z. Pratt, 

K. Tucker, 

K. Robinson, 

W. Atwood, 

N. McDonald, 

B. P. Wood, 

W. Lincoln & Son, 
Hi. L. Shaw, 

A. G. Pickens, 


MiSCELLANEOUS. 


Express, 

Celebration 4th of July, 
S. B. Pratt, printing, 
Postage and stamps, 

S. H. Vaughan, 


1.113 00 
6 00 

6 00 

86 00 
12 00 

29 29 

6 00 

6 00 

12 00 
56 18 
80 42 
240 00 
126 23. 
162 78 
40 50 
15 00 

6 00 

49 76 
212 00 
4.060 00 
6 00 
611 70 

9 00 

- 402 61 
159-00 
128 60 
181 50 
4.577 21 


13 





ink, | 1 75 
Paper, pens and envelopes, . 5 65 
Dr. Chamberlain, return of Births, —. 1 25 
Dr. Hammond, i 7 25 
Dr. Robinson, os a 4 00 
Dr. Comstock, a: os 6 00 
Dr. Drake, vs i 2 00 
County Tax, 2,298 99 
State Tax, 11,468 00 
S. Murdoch, 1 80 
J. L. Pease, 2 03 
A. L. Macomber, PS yr 1 80 
A. A. Cobb, | 1 88 
H. A. Eaton, . 2 00 
Remittance on taxes of 1864, $92 85 
Remittance on taxes of 1865, | 399 50 
Discount on taxes of 1865, 2,491 95 
Discount on taxes of 1864, . 16 
Discount on account of fish, 1864, } 15 20 
Unpaid Taxes in 1864, , 82 73 
Unpaid Taxes in 1865, 422 66 
Cash on hand, 4,920 18 
$23,142 67 

Total amount, $538,784 75 


AUDITORS’ ORDERS. 


I. F. Atwood, School Committee, $36 00 
A. K. Bishup, Selectmen and Assessors, 22 75 
KE. W. Drake, School Committee, 45 00 
A. H. Soule, School Committee, - 42 85 
I. Smith, Selectman and Assessor, 15 00 
C. Marchant, work on highway, 1 00 
E. Pickens, Overseer of Poor, 12 00 
L. Shurtleff, return of desshes 2 60 


D. Alden, work on highway, 10 00 


14 


I. Clark, summons, notifications, &c., : 48 50 
J. T. Wood, Selectmen and Assessor, 111 88 
George Soule, return of deaths, 4 70 
©. B. Wood, Overseers of Poor, 18 60 
N. C. Perkins, Auditors’ Clerk, 4 00 
J. M. Eddy, Selectman and Assessor, 44 25 
M. H. Cushing, Schoo! Committee, : 23 387 
C. Shaw, highway, : 4 29 
N. Thomas, highway, | ; 912 

| $458 41 


i taecgatarnrninpninal Sir 


Amount of State Aid paid to families of Volunteers by the town of 
Middleboro, from May 1, 1865, to May 1, 1866. 





Charles C. Mellen, $°6 80 (James C. Reed, . 13 00 
James C, Record, .68 00 | Daniel W. Atwond, 26 00 
John J. Prest; : 15 28] William C. Alden, 14 36 
Meltiah R. Clark, 36 00 | Henry B. Whitman, 12 28 
Charles I. Brown, 42 00 | Lucius 8. Raymond, 47 14 
Marsus Bumpus, 20 57 | David W. Duane, 47 20 
J.Frank Peirce, 18 00 | Charles E..Hunt, 8 00 
John E. Smith, 382 28 | Milton Reed, 388 00 
Leonard B. Haskins, 26 00 | Thomas 8. Ellis, 24 85 
Daniel Murray, 13 00 | Albert Eddy, 84.57 
Martin F. Jefferson, 48 00 | Arad Thomas, Jr., 39 14 
G. L. & A. F. Finney, 26 00 | Stephen D. Drew, Jr., 44 00 
Stephen Arnold, 13 00 | John L. Cobb, 37 71 
William M. Dexter, 12 00 | Benj. Chamberlain 60 00 
Henry A. Eaton, 36 00 | Geo. R. Dean, _ 1800 
Richard Cox, 8 00 | Henry A. Wilkinson, 82 28 
William H. Rogers, 44 00 | Marcus Soule, 13 00 
Thomas P. Wetherbee, 13 00 | George Cummings, Jr., 45 20 
Orien E. Caswell, 26 00 | Edward Doten, 29 20 
Christopher C. Smith, 13 00 | Marcus M. Copeland, 66 80 
William N. Shaw, 86 00| Thos. J. Shaw, alias Jas, Stranger, 9 00 
Silas H. Murdock, 36 00 | Jesse H. Holmes, 24 00 
John J. Perkins, 144 00 | Walter Chamberlain, 36 00 
Andrew M. Perkins, 26 00 | Charles M. Rogers, 36 00 
Benj. 8 McLauthlin, 36 00 | Joseph L. Pease, 86 00 
James C, Fessenden, 8 00 | Frederic H. Wood, 12 00 
James Carter, 36 00| James M. Horton, 30 00 
Robert V. Cole, 36 00 | Robert Hamsten, : 42 00 
Ansel A. Cobb, 36 00 | James Mottram, 34 00 
Benj. W. Bump, 34 00 | Edwin P. Holmes, .26 00 
John McDonald, 24 00| Albert Dubois, 14 86 
William H. Marshall, 14 43 | Charles E, Vose, 3 9 00 
¥zra§8. Chase, 18 00 | Morris Madden, 64 00 
John Seanlin, 18 00} Williara S. Cooper, 88 80 
Charies G. Tinkham, 13 00 | John McCarty, 9 00 
Thomas #. Wilmot, 13 00] W. L. & H. O. Pratt, 33 28 
Joseph A. Shaw, 72 00 | Jeremiah Callahan, es. 63 71 
Sumner Keith, 84 00} James O. Tinkham, ty, 6400 
William E. White, 52 00 
' wt ® 


TS 


t 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBORO, 
May 1, 1866. 





Notes given by the 


B. P. Wood, © note and interest, 
Mary 8. Leonard, “ . 
©. A. Sampson, o 
T. F. Barden, " a 
S. C. Thomas, a “ 
J. C. Record, | Ae. . 
H. C. Thomas, i Sf 
I. H. Sears, ‘ " 
A. Leach, i . 
S. Ward, as 4 
M. T. Macomber, ‘“‘ “ 
P. McGuire, vs Z 
P. P. Wood, si le coe 
ASG. Pickens, ya ef 
J. ©, Shaw, . 6 AAs 


Notes given by the Selecimen. 


' Mid. Loan & Fund Associat’n, note and interest, 


Thos. Wood, 66 
M. C. Swift, ( 
M. A. Sampson, 4 
' Mrs. E. S. Chase, | af 
H. K. Godfrey, ‘ 
W. W. Atwood, ros 
E. Tucker, 6 
Lydia Smith, . ci 
Thomas Gammons, i 
Geo. Cox, ‘s 
Lucy H. Hewes, J. 
H. W. Soule, ve 


Patience B, Barden, w 


< MS si 
oe hy 
wee ene im a 


eC 


cwn Treasurer. 
$1,005 00 
1,005 00 
' 806 85 
1.167 46 


212 92 
212 00 
232 10 
732 43 


1,160 50 


25 97 
207 93 
409 59 
151 51 


4,018 33 


150 TT 


£11,491 96 


418 73 
684 00 
105 86 
209° 06 
104 43 
130 35 


» 156 00 


104 00 
104 00 
274 46 


243.50 ~ 


405 O7 
1038 63 — 
393 92 
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1. Thompson, note and interest, $319 65 
Mrs. Nancy Soule, “ of 118 50 
Hannah Soule, Ht 4 103 83 
Lewis Lincoln, 3 rh 1,034 00 
C. Washburn, nt if 223 47 
A. K. Bishup, uf 211 00 
J. T. Cornish, a r 780 70 
V. Alden, 4 pE 880 00 
A.T. Atwood, “ H 105 00 © 
V. Alden; #3 Fy 165 95 
J. Smith, ‘ ef 193 61 
E. G. Perkins, s : 331 90 
M: Cushing, “ s: 209 27 
E. Robinson, " e 110 55 
8. B. Cushing, di r 104 63 
J. H. Bisbee, a i 165 75 
K. Tucker, cy ¥ 1,724 25 
H. Wood, } 704 81 
EK. J. Westgate, “ fF 111 00 
EK. W. Thomas, “ x 55 14 
A. Thomas, Jr.,  “ a 5d 08 
P.R. Barden, “ . 164 25 
$22,801 80 


ASSETS OF THE ‘TOWN, MAY 1, 1866. 





Due from 8. Tucker, on tax bills previous to. 
1862, more than $500 00. Estimated worth, $175 00 
Due from §. Tucker on tax bills 1862, more than 





$300 00. Worth 100 00 
Due on J. Shaw, Jr.’s tax bills for 1863, more than 
$300 00. Worth 150 00 
| sd $425 00 
Due on C. B. Wood’s tax bills, 1864, $82 73 
oe MR 34 ce ; 492 66 
$505 39 





Due the Town from the State for money paid State Aid 
in 18638, $4938 28; 1864, $47 15; 1865, $4,515 80; 


1866; $129 57; $5,185 80 

Balance due on Corporation tax, . 14 04 
Cash on hand, ; 4,920 18 $11,050 41 
Balance against the town, $11,933 90 


JAMES H. HARLOW, 
J. G. SPARROW, 
ABISHAI MILLER. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


Receipts and Expenditures 


OF THE TOWN OF 


MIDDLEBORO, 


FOR THE 


THIRTEEN MONTHS ENDING JUNE 1], 1867. 


MIDDLEBORO : 
STILLMAN B. PRATT, PRINTER, “GAZETTE” OFFICE. 
1866. 
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Report of Town Treasurer. 


= 


\ 
\ 


Cornelius B. Wood, Treasurer, in account with Town. 


DR. 
To Cash on hand frem old account, $4929 18 
Unpaid Taxes on bills of 1864, unsettled, 82 73 
do 1865, 422 66 
Cash received from State, on account of State Aid, 1863, 478 28 
do 1865, 4400 00 
Thos. N. Russell, tax 1860, 3 46 
Lax Bills 1861 and 1862, 7 40 
Town Maps, 450 
Fish Money, 230 50 
Interest on State Note, 138 95 
School Fund from State, 220 95 
I. H. Sears, note, 742 00 
Ephraim Hunt, note, 1000 00 
Isaac Thompson, note, 300 00 
James Bump, tax, d4 
John Shaw, Treasurer, 12 00 
State Treasurer, corporation tax 1866, 2782 89 


Lyman Mason, license, 10 00 


4 


Cash, Gideon Perkins towards support of father in hospital, 

Hiram Tillson, license, 

Y. Alden, note given, 

Edward G.: Perkins, do., 

Albert G. Pickens, 

Fish Money, 1866, 

Patience B. Barden, note given, 

Elizabeth Tucker, note given, 

Thomas Cobb, license, 

Summons and interest, 1866, 
do. 1865, 
do. 1864, 

Amount taxes in bills 1866, 


CR. 
By Cash paid, School Orders, 
Selectmen’s Orders, 
Overseers of the Poor Orders, 
Notes and Interest, 
State Aid, 
Auditors’ Orders, 
Miscellaneous, 
Cash on hand, June 1, 1867, 





85 §&6 
19 00 
1000 00 
350 00 
2000 00 
290 26 
480 00 
50 00 
10 00 

7 50 

19 14 
10 81 
28103 97 


48.189 57 


$4697 84 
2509 70 
4430 05 

12759 49 
7762 73 

854 54 

13583 60 

1541 62 





48,189 57 


Report of the Overseers of the Poor 


For the year ending March 9th, 1867. 





Whole am’t money ordered from the Town Treasury, 
Ree’d of Gideon Perkins’ children towards 


his support in Taunton Lun. Hospital, 85 86 


Turnips sold, 12 00 
Hay sold, 2 50 
Two Oxen sold, 256 10 
Cow sold, A8 00 
Cow soid, 20 88 
Barley, 2 00 
Allowance on stove in settlement with 
Mr. Lovell, 13 00 
Hide sold, 6 08 
From City of Taunton for supplies 
furnished Mrs. A. J. Reed, 38 00 
Emerson P, Morse, 3 00 


Mrs. Henry L. Grant for shawl and 
dress belonging to Mrs. A. Thomas, 4 00 
From City of New Bedford for supplies 


furnished Mrs. E. Croucher, 50 73 
From Seneca Thcmas for gold beads 
belonging to Mrs. A. Thomas, 5 00 


#4196 82 


547 15 





4743 97 


6 


Paid out as follows :— 
For support of Paupers in alms-house, 


Out of alms-house in town to the following persons, viz: 


Mrs. Ellen Croucher and family, 22 73 
- Mrs. Martha Bell and family, 78 00 
Emerson P. Morse and family, 43 18 
Nelson Finney and family, 10 00 
Mrs. Ann L. Reed and child, 5ST 00 
Leonard B. Haskins, 27 88 
Standish Rider for support of his daughter, 40 00 
Mrs. Levi Chase, 21 78 
Jos. Standish and family, cae 51 50 
Mrs. Ruth Bennett, 14 25 
James D. Reed and family, 6 00 
Mrs. Levi Peirce and daughter, 24 60 


Grover Bennett for boarding Wm. Tinkham, 25 00 
A. R. Adams, boarding Mrs. Noah Hammond, 12 00 
Israel Smith for supplies furnished Mrs. Na- 


than Avery, 39 o4 
Luther Shaw for boarding Betsey C. Cobb, 28 00 
Stephen Gammons and family, do 00 
Henry L. Grant for boarding Mrs. Andrew 

Thomas, 95 19 
Mrs. James H. Richmond, 11 26 
David Curtis, 12 65 


Jas. B. Randall, boarding Mrs. Geo. Tinkham, 44 50 
C. B. Wood expenses to Greenfield for Miss 





C. Littlejohn, 17 35 
Dr. E. W. Drake for services, 7 4 00 
PAID OUT OF TOWN. 
Town of Wareham for P. Haskins, 41 76 
do. Jos. Maxim, 3 To 
do. Betsey Bacon, 5 83 
Town of Acushnet for 8. B. Gardner and family 
in 1865, 98 76 
Town of Attleboro for Mrs. Lowell Drake and 
family, 65 34 
Town of Sandwich for Mrs. Sarah .4. Lee and 
family from March ’65 to ’66, 51 00 


do. April 66 to July ’67, 


bS 


207 41 


360 49 


51 00 


7 


Town of Weymouth for Mrs. Hannah Raymond, 24 0 








City of New Bedford for Mary Cushman, 51 16 
do. Margaret Thrasher, 6 80 
City of Boston for Julia Doran, 15 50 
do. Mary A. Peabody, 13 00 
Zeph. L. Britten of Halifax, for boarding Sally 
M. Cobb, 38 00 
Stillman Wright of Sandwich, boarding Widow 
N. Hammond, - 45 00 
Fred Leonard of Lakeville, wood for Miss M. 
Eaton, 18 81 
Taunton Lun, Hospital, Gideon Perkins, 172 96 © 
do. Harriet Elmes, 184 54 
do. James HK. Richmond, 50 82 
do Thomas J. Shaw, 153 12 
Thos. Lovell and wife, services forthe year, 160 00 
_ 848 94 
4743 97 


Whole number of inmates in the Alims-house during the year, 109 
Of which number 73 were transient. 


Remaining the whole time, 19 
Present number in Alms-house, 23 
Whole number of weeks for one person, 1405 
Of which 16 5-7 were transient. 

Average number for the year, 27 
Average expenses per week, excluding interest on farm and 

salaries, nearly $2 00 
Average expense per week, including interest on farm and 

salaries, 2 29 1-2 


There have been five deaths during the year, as follows :— 
Josiah Edson, July 18, ’66, aged 75. 
Enoch Lyman, Feb. 28d, ’67, aged 66. 
Mrs. Andrew Thomas, Feb. 15, ’67, aged 79. 
Lucy Wood, May 38, ’66, aged 84. 
Margaret Drake, Nov. 26, ’66, aged 78. 


C. B. WOOD, for the Overseers of the Poor. 
Middleboro, March 10, 1867. 


J. W. Cobb, 
E. Soule, 
c 


C. 
W. Crosby, 
A 


Otis Briggs, 

. H. Soule, 

J. & W. C. Swift, 
D. Gisby. 


S. F. LeBaron, 
E. R. Caswell, 
M. F. Weod, 


M. J. Bassett, 

L. Driggs, 

James 5. Burgess, 
M. J. Bassett, 

S. Dean, 

¥. Pease, 


A. F. Butterworth, 
R. P. Harlow, 

P. M. Tracy, 

QO. E. Deane, 

M. H. White. 

S. B. Cobb, 


P. Haven, 
J. 8. Norton, 


School EKapenses. 


Dist, i. 


Distr. 2. 


Dist. 3. 


Dist. 4. 


Dist. 7. 


Dist. 8. 


$84 00 
66 50 
647 


5 50 
123 50 
24 00 
72 00 


110 25 
26 80 
82 50 


105 00 
3 00 
4 25 

96 00 
8 00 
T 50 


96 00 
94 50 
68 75 
11 75 
75 00 

104 50 


1 25 
59 50 


Thomas Cobb, 


E. Wallen, 
M. C. White, 
A. V. Wood, 


A. M. Quincy, 


S. F. W. Atwood, 


L. M. Hathaway, 


M. M. Swift, 
A. K. Bishup, 
J. Tinkham, 


66 


Hill 


herman 
eene 


aq 
st = 
Hm 


9 


Dist. 9. 


Dist. 10. 


Dist. 11. 


Drsra. da; 


Dist. 14, 


Dist. 15. 


Dist. 16. 


Dist. 17. 


20 00 


10 75 
8917 
96 00 


90 00 
9 62 
o4 00 


110 79 
4 00 
15 00 
14 75 
30 00 
15 04 


84 00 
15 84 
06 00 
36 00 

2 88 


123 75 
52 50 
11 31 


50 00 
39 23 
27 20 


66 00 
3 50 
T5 00 


120 00 
T 50 


R. E. Gammons, 
KE. W. Drake, 
A. A. Keith, 

A. Gibbs, 

M. H. Cushing, 
M. L. Tinkham, 
H. C. Barden, 
Mrs. Doty, 


S. F. Pratt, 
J. CO. Perkins, 
L. M. Alden, 
S. F. Pratt, 


S. White, 
Lottie Pratt, 
C. P. Keith, 


L. Robinson, 


66 


E. Drake, 


C. P. Keith, 
W.E. White, 
J. F. Alden, 


W. H. Southworth, 


10 


Dist. 18. 


Dist. 19. 


Dist. 20. 


OTST eb 


Dist. 22. 


Dist. 28. 


18 00 
20 80 
162 50 
12 10 
425 00 
237 50 
237 50 
71 88 


90 51 
30 00 
20 00 
84 50 


6 45 


69 00 


78 00 


94 60 
69 00 
T 00 


165 00 
10 75 
52 00 


25 00 





4,697 84 


Joshua M. Eddy, 
J. Smith, 
8S. G. Edwards, 
A. K. Bishup, 
W. R. Peirce, 
A. W. Bisbee, 
S. Tucker, 
W. R. Peirce, 
Nath’l Shurtleff, 
F. F. Eaton, 
S. G. Edwards, © 
Daniel Alden, 
Wm. R. Peirce, 
J. F. Alden, 
D. Alden, 
F. F. Eaton, 
8. F. W. Atwood, 
H. W. Thomas, 
J. Clark, 
EK. W. Cole, 

79 
A. G. Pratt, 
J. M. Eddy, 
J. & W. C. Swift, 


‘ cc 


J. G. Sparrow, 
J. A. Shaw, 

8. C. Ryder, 

C. Morse, 

B. 8. Washburn, 
E. A. Standish, 


W. R. Peirce, 
J. Tinkham, 
Wm. R. Peirce, 


11 


Selectmens’ Orders. 
Highway, 
Ge 


Work on Thompson St. 
6e 73 Long i sad 66 
6c cc Main 66 
«“  *<* account of Fire, 
Office Rent to Apr. Ist, 1866, 
Work on Main Street, 
“¢ — Rocky Gutter St. 
cf © Centne My 
a) Thompson a 
For gravel, 
Work on Main Street, 
ge aCOntre.)s 
73 cc 6 66 
« « Plymouth and Centre Sts. © 
Pine St. 
‘¢ Hill near W. O. Barrows’ 
‘<< Long Pt, Street, 
Cis er Onere a 


ce cs 66 74 


cs 6“ Clay and Vernon Sts., 


« « Summer and Plympton Sts. 


« © Thompson and Brook ‘“ 


‘< «“ 7 Take yale «“ 

Guide boards and posts, 
Work on Plymouth and Short Sts. 

‘“ “Neck and Highland ‘“ 
Mowing and cutting bushes, 
W ork on Centre St. 
Gravel used on North St. 
Work on Vernon Street, 

6¢ oc Main 6é 

«  * bridge, 

«Main Street, 


Lakeville herring money, 1865, 


H. Leonard, 
J. M. Eddy, 


Nathaniel Warren, 


A. G: Pratt, 
Wm. R. Peirce, 
Simeon M. Pratt, 


Plank for bridge, 

i" ‘* Warren bridge, 
Work on ‘ « 
Plank for Prati’s bridge, 
Work on Main Street, 
Gravel for Main “ 


$ 10 25 


210°" 


10 38 
Td 
100 00 
5 
86 00 
100 00. 
9 75 
24 00 
24°12 
‘6 75 


12 





A, G. Pratt, Repairing Highways, ) 29 
Daniel Alden, Work on Centre Street, 2 00 
Thomas Phinney, Damage to Horse and Carriage on account 

defect in highway, 28 60 
Charles Redding, Work on highway, 10 00 
R. A. Harlow, “—  ~Centre Street, 175 
George Soule, storage of weights and:measures, 6 years, 15 00 
J. E. Perkins, Rebuilding turnpike and Alden’s bridge, 

and other works on account of freshet, 459 39 
G. H. Doane, Stovepipe for Town house, 67 
J.B. & J. Shaw, Paper for Assessors’ books, &c., & 50 
S. Tucker, Rent to April, 1867, 36 00 

$2559.70 
Auditors’? Orders. 

E. 8. Hill, $18 00 
S. B. Pratt, printing, advertising, &c., 46 88 
A. J. Pickens, 40 99 
E. W. Drake, , 60 50 - 
I. Clark, 43 80 
I. F. Atwood, 31 00 
EK. Pickens, 7 00 
S. Hinckley, : 41 20 
R. A. Harlow, 10 50 
EK. Ward, 27 00 
C. Southworth, 9 25 
L. Shurtleff, : 5 10 
Thomas W. Sampson, 4 37 
J.T. Wood, 84 70 
A. H. Soule, ; 4215 
C. White, 10 10 
J. G. Sparrow, 5 00 
J. Q. Morton, 3 00 
A. Miller, 81 00 
C. B. Wood, 16 20 
Levi Atwood, 1 23 
Wm. 8. Eddy, 3 00 
S. Tucker, 27 38 
S. B. Pratt, 118 53 
J. M. Eddy, 50 25 
A. F. Clark, 65 75 
H. N. Thomas, 4 75 
Sally Kingman, 5 00 





854 54 
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Miscellaneous. 
Dr. Robinson, Return of Births, 2 00 
John Scanlan, Assessors order, 1 88 
C. B. Wood, Treasurer, by vote of town, 400 00 
Express, 5 00 
Postage, 6 00 
J. B. & J. Shaw, book, T 50 
John Walley, assessors’ order, Lt? 
Town Clerk, recording births, marriages and deaths, ’65, 29 50 
Wm. R. Sever, County tax, 2298 99 
S. Fuller, Assessors’ order, od 712 
George Soule, return of deaths, 5 00 
Dr. Comstock, return of Births, 450 | 
J. H. Loud, State Tax, 7320 00 
E. F. Dunbar, Assessors’ orders, 1 46 
Levi Atwood, “i bs 3 95 
Blank Warrants, 60 
A. M. Eaton, return of deaths, , 00 
E. W. Drake, return of births, 1 25 
S. K. Eaton, plans for town house, 20 00 
S. Tucker, envelopes and paper, ° 1 04 
George W. Wood, Assessors’ order, 8 12 
J. B. & J. Shaw, School Committee order, 412 
do do do 3 89 
A. B. Cushman, Assessors’ order, £1 25 
C. B. Wood, recording births, marriages and deaths, 37 40 
H. W. Munson, stationery, 3 57 
Discount on Taxes, 1866, 2550 35 
Remitted oF A 262 46 
a =: 1865, 101 88 
« “ 1864, 11 83 
Fish Disc’t, is 7 20 
Unpaid Taxes in 1866, ' 434 97 
iB 2 1865, 26 19 
‘“ 66 1864, 12 86 


Nee 


$13,583 60 
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Amount of State Aid paid families of Volunteers by the Town of 
Middleboro, from May 1, 1866, to May 1, 1867. 


Richard Cox, $64 00 
Wm. M. Atwood, 64 00 
Leander M, Alden, 39 39 
Marcus Bumpas, 148 00 
Chas. I. Brown, 96 00 
Z.S. B. Britton, ; 60 00 
Elisha Benson, 132 00 
Wm. H. Bradford, 96,00 
Sol. F. Beals, . 49 40 
Benjamin W. Bump, 44 60 
Benjamin Chamberlain, 136 00 
James Carter, 96 09 
O. H. Churchiil, 136 00 
Horace M. Clayk, 150 00 
James E. Cushman, 96 00 
Allen Cobb, 55 40 
Timothy M. Davis, 96 00 
Albert Eddy, 136 00 
Lysander W. Field, 160 00 
Peter Fagan, 136 00 
W. Lee Goss, 140 00 
Thomas G. Gammons, 90 00 
Abiel Gibbs, jr. 96 00 
Erastus E. Gay, 96 00 
Cushing O. Gates, 70 00 
Ephriam A. Hunt, 96 00 
Cyrus Hall, 136 09 
Levi Hathaway, 136 00 
Harrison Haskins, 155 00 
Moses Hall, 30 40 
Martin I. Jefferson, 96 00 
Edwin Jennings, 64 00 
George W. Jones, 96 00 
Henry B. Leach, 18 00 
Theodore Mitchell, 136 00 
Isaac E. Macomber, 122 00 
John R. Merrick, 96 00 
Charles C. Mellen, 100 50 
Emerson P. Morse, 86 67 
Artemus Morse, 50 00 
Wm. H. Marshall, 49 00 
George W. Paull, 64 00 


Charles A. Paull, 96 00 


Thomas B. Pratt, 
Albert G. Pratt, 
Martin V. Raymond, 
Lucius S. Raymond, 
James E. Record, 
Christopher C. Smith, 
Earl T. Smith, 

Asa Shaw, 

Thomas F. Shaw, 
Henry Shaw, 

Wm. B. Shaw, 
Ephraim Simmons, 
Alden Spooner, 
George Caldwell, 
Alfred O. Standish, 
Henry A. Swift, 

J. Horace Soule, 
Seneca R. Thomas, 
Arad Thomas, jr. 
Cornelius G. Tinkham, 
Joseph E. Tinkham, 
George W. Taylor, 
David A. Tucker, 
Erastus Wallen, 
Joseph Westgate, 
Edward S. Westgate, 
Thomas P, Wetherbce, 
James H. Waterman, 
Thomas E. Waterman, 
Asaph Wrightingto n, 
Horatio W. Wood, 
Herbert I. Washburn, 
Wm. T. Withington, 
Calvin B. Ward, 
John Young, 

Charles W. Wilmarth, 
Cyrus White, 

Charles A. Wright, 
James W. Briggs, 
Edgar L. Morse, 
Wm. N. Shaw. 

John J. Perkins, 
James O. Tinkham, 


90 00 
96 00 
68 00 
140 00 
136 00 
76 50 
96 00 
64 00 
99 00 
96 00 
96 00 
136 00 
68 00 
68 00 
132 00 
5140 
55 40 
96 00 
96 00 


. 136 00 


26 53 
52 20 
96 00 
196 00 
196 00 
54 00 
99 00 
96 00 
96 00 
90 00 
56 00 
59 90 
224 00 
46 00 
55 20 
32 00 
69 87 
24 00 
96 00 
18 00 
24 00 
1200 
2143 
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Liabilities of the Town of Middleboro. 
JUNE Ist, 1867. 





Treasurer’s notes and interest, $15444 52 
Selectmen’s do | 2056 67 
Due Town of Lakeville, for Herrings, 130 00 
17631 19 

Deduzt Assets, 10225 08 

Total Liabilities. 7406 11 


Assets of the Town, June Ast, 1867. 








Taxes due in 1864, ’65, ’66, C. B. Wood, Collector, $474 02 
Taxes previous to 1864, Sidney Tucker and John Shaw, 

Collectors, Estimated, 400 00 

State Aid, | 7809 44 

Cash on hand, 1571 62 

10225 08 


James H. Harnow, 
Gero. Lronarp, Jr., > Committee. 
J.T. Woop. 


Annual Report 


OF THE 
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OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBORG, 


FOR THE YHAR 1866-7. 


MIDDLEBORO : 
STILLMAN B. PRATT, BOOK, CARD AND JOB PRINTER. 
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REPORT. 


Frrrow Crrizens :—The time has arrived that closes another school 
year, and to answer the proper demands of the law it becomes our 
duty to give an accurate account of our stewardship. Our schools, 
on the whole, have advanced in the right direction ; but we are not 
able to see greater progress than it has been our lot to witness in 
years gone by. Very many of our teachers have been well fitted for 
their work, and the fruit of their labors has been seen in the quiet 
and orderly appearance of their schools, in the thoroughness of the 
instruction given, and in the reciprocal attachment of teacher and pu- 
pil; though this has not been universally the case. While in a very 
few instances there have been insubordination, the scholars generally 
have been willing to yield a filial obedience to the reasonable require- 
ments of their instructors. We propose to depart from our usual cus- 
tom this year, by giving a brief sketch of each school as it has ap- 


peared to us through official eyes. 


; District No. 1. 

In this District they havo a cozy little school house in good repair, 
though with ill-contrived seats. A good degreo of interest is mani- 
fested in education, and they are careful in selecting their teachers ; 
parents are often seen in the schoolroom, thus co-operating with their 
teachers and encouraging their children. Consequently we should 
expect to see good progress, and we were not disappointed, but were 
well satisfied with the attainments of the schoo] during the year. At 
the close of both terms the progress shown was not excelled by any 
other in this part of the town. Miss Carrio E. Soule, teacher of sum- 
mer term, and Miss Julia W. Cobb of winter term, 
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District No. 2. 

Miss Deborah Gisby, teacher in summer; A. H. Soule in winter. 
The teacher of the summer term is a veteran in the service of educa- 
tion—tfaithful, conscientious, and always successful. One hindrance 
to high attainments is owing to inconstancy in attendance. The 
teacher can fully realize this in attempting to keep a class together 
where one-third are out a day or two every week, thereby losing many 
lessons themselves and hanging like a dead weight upon the rest of 
the class. The attendance in winter was good among the boys, and 
much effort was made by most of the girls, but owing to a large 
amount of bad weather and passing, they were kept at home against 
their inclinations. All were well disposed ‘and diligent. The school 
house in this District is hardly equal to the demand of the times, or 
worthy of the thrift and enterprise of the good people of the District, 
nor is it adapted to the wants and requirements of the children; but 
we are glad to hear that it is to be refitted the coming season. 


District No. 3. 

The schoolroom in this District is wanting in good blackboard ac- 
commodations, and a suitable place for scholars during recitation. 
This school was taught in summer by Miss Mary F. Wood, and in 
winter by Mr. Sylvanus T. LeBaron. Considerable improvement was 
made in this school under both teachers, and if it continues to do as 
well in the future it will not be long before it will take the rank that 
its privileges demand. Miss Wood, a teacher of experience and good 
judgment, did much to direct the pupils onward, while Mr. LeBaron 
labored. diligently to effect the same object. 


District No. 4. 

This school was taught during summer and winter by Miss M. Jen- 
nie Bassett, with excellent success. Although she had what was form- 
erly termed, stubborn material, to deal with, yet she brought her 
school to a cheerful obedience, without resorting to corporal punish- 
ment, except at the very commencement. Her school appeared re- 
markably well at the examinations. She succeeded in obtaining, in 
the highest degree, the good will of the pupils, parents and commit- 
tees. 

District No. 5. 

Miss Amelia F. Butterworth, teacher. The school appeared well 
when we visited it and gave promise of being a profitable school, and 
we dare say it was; but owing to our inability to be present at the © 
examination we cannot speak as positively as we otherwise could. 


District No. 6. 
This District has a very good school house, arranged so as to pro- 
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mote the welfare of the children. The pupils show that they appre- 
ciate the value of common school instruction by remaining in school 
at amore advanced age than in any school in the east part of the 
town. Miss Phebe W. Tracy was the Summer teacher. She possessed 
good talents for teaching and commendable literary attainments, and 
we think with more experience she would gain a reputation for thor- 
oughness. In winter Mr. Robert P. Harlow was the instructor. He 
was a voung man of brilliant talents, who had until recently, very 
little opportunity for culture. He brought to the work much enthu- 
siasm and singleness of purpose, which, should he continue in the pro- 
fession, would earn for him a worthy reputation. 


District No. 7%. 

This school was instructed through the year by Miss Marianna Il. 
White, of Plympton. Although this was Miss White’s first effort, she 
succeeded very well. At the close of the summer term the scholars 
exhibited excellent progress, and the school promised well for the win- 
ter term, but owing to a severe storm on examination day, we were 
not permitted to be present. 

District No. 8. 

This school was taught in summer by Mrs. Judith 8S. Norton. ‘The 
school was doing well when visited. We were not present at the close 
for the reason that we did not get the novice. In winter, Miss Sarah 
B. Cobb accepted the trust. She showed good tact for imparting in- 
struction and discharged her duties with a good degree of fidelity and 
profit. The school house is not adapted to the needs of the pupils; 
too small, too low in the walls, teo much huddled together for conven- 
ience or health. 

District No. 9. 

This school was taught both summer and winter by Miss Lurana 
Smith, who proved to be a successful teacher and good disciplinarian ; 
and justly merits the respect of scholars, parents and committee. 


Districé No. 10. 
The summer term was taught by Miss Adeline VY. Wood, and was 
a very good school considering the scholars are mostly young and not 
advanced in studies. ‘The winter term was taught by Miss Mary (. 
White, who did very well, though sometimes thinking it a difficult task 
to keep all of the scholars as quiet as she wished. 
' District No. 11. 
Miss Lucretia M. Hathaway was the teacher for the summer term 


of school, and gave very good satisfaction. Miss Angeline M. Quincy 
») 7 
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taught the winter school, and answered our most sanguine expectations , 
as an instructor; and much credit is due to the scholars for their good 
behavior. 


— District No. 12. | 
Miss Irene A. Smith was the teacher for the summer term of school 
and gave good satisfaction to the Committee and District. She was 
offered the winter school, but owing to the sickness of her mother 
could not take it in charge. Miss Mary M, Swift taught the winter 
term of school with excellent success, and will, no doubt, if she con- 
tinues to teach, prove one of our very desirable instructors. 


District No. 13. 

We are sorry to say that the school in this District, for three-fourths 
of the time it has been in session, has not been under proper discipline. 
The first teacher for the summer term was Miss Annie OC. Boyd, who 
taught six weeks and closed the school. She was a very fine lady, 
with good education; and would, no doubt, have succeeded better in 
some other school. Miss Adelaide A. Keith finished out the summer 
term to the entire satisfaction of all, and is a very excellent instructor 
and found no trouble in securing the attention of the scholars. The 
winter term of school was taught by Miss Mary A. Hunting, a very 
fine lady of considerable experience, this being her twentieth term of 
school; but there was a want of discipline on her part, and submiss- 
ion and good behavior on the part of some of the scholars. 


District No. 14. 

Miss Betsey 8. Perkins taught the summer term of school with very 
good success. The winter school was taught by Mr. Horatio G. Nor- 
ton, who gave good satisfaction to all, and secured the co-operation of 
the scholars. 

District No. 15. 

Miss Lucy KE. Cornish was accepted as the teacher in ‘summer; but 
from want of experience and good judgement, she did not succeed as 
well as we hoped. In winter, Mr. Jotham Rice was approved as 
teacher. His examination was not brilliant, yet he turned all his 
aequirements to good account, and by his good discipline and perse- 
vering efforts, he taught a profitable school. 


District No. 16. 

Miss Sarah EK. Lucas taught the summer school and was highly es- 
teemed by parents and scholars. Miss Maria A. Cook taught the 
winter School with very fair success, considering this was her first ef- 
fort as a teacher. 
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District No. 17. : 

This school was taught in the summer by Miss Amelia F. Keen, a 

new beginner, who endeavored to do the best she could, and the school 

gave evidence, at its close, of improvement. Mr. John F. Alden 
taught the winter term of school, and gave general satisfaction. 


District No. 18. 

This district has outgrown its schoolhouse accommodations. There 
are over 350 scholars in the district, and seats in the building for 
about 250. Either there should be another grade, room and teacher 
provided, or the Grammar School Room should have more seats and 
scholars, and an assistant, The experiment of Assistant Teacher 
failed in this department a few yearssince. Letthe parents in this dis- 
trict who sometimes complain that their children do not advance so 
rapidly in their studies as they ought, nor so fast as in some’ districts 
having shorter schools, bear in mind that the teachers have each 74) 
or more scholars, when they ought to have but 50. Establish another 
school, and these grounds of complaints will disappear. 


In the Primary department Miss Mary L. Tinkham: completed her 
fourteenth year. There have been, during the year, 100 or more 
scholars in this school each term, which is nearly double the number 
that any teacher should be required to instruct. 

The Intermediate School was taught during the spring term by 
Mrs. L. A. Doty, who, very much to our regret, closed a three years’ 
career as teacher in this school. We cannot speak of her in too high 
terms. Much solicitude was felt in regard to a worthy successor. 
We found such anonein Miss Adelaide A. Keith, who has, during the 
fall and winter terms, fully sustained the high reputation which this 
school had obtained. Miss Keith is. transferred to our Grammar 
School. 

The Second Grammar School has been taught by Miss H. C. Bar- 
den, it being her sixth year in this building. Her reputation as a 
teacher is too well established to be affected by our comments. Dur- 
ing the previous year this school had the misfortune to have three 
different teachers, and the result was that the classes failed to meet 
the requirements of the visiting committee as regards discipline, thor- 
oughness and amountof study. At the close of the present year they 
are fully up to the required standard. We'doubt whether there is in 
the State, a better drilled class in Intellectual Arithmetic than her 
first class, which has just entered the next grade Grammar School. 
It is a remark worthy of note that whispering is so rare in these two 
latter schools, that the committee have ceased to look for it. 
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The first,Grammar School has been taught during the year by Mr. 
Matthew H. Cushing. For his fidelity as regards the moral and in- 
tellectual training of his pupils, for his care of the schoolroom, its 
fixtures, and the school premises, and for his watchfulness over the 
scholars dur*ng their recesses, the District owe him a debt of grati- 
tude. Had the efforts of the teacher for the good of his pupils been 
met by a corresponding effort on their part, this school would have oc- 
cupied a much higher position than it now does. We do not despair 
of its. future. Its prospects tor the coming year are highly encourag- 
ing. 

District No. 19 
Had the good fortune to secure the services of Miss Sarah F.. Pratt 
during the year. She displayed good executive abilities, and, not- 
withstanding the common prejudice that male teachers should teach 
our winter schools, by her zeal and perseverance she has done a good 
work for the District in advancing the scholars in their studies. 


District No. 20. 

This school was taught in the Spring by Miss Lettie Pratt, and in 
the Fall by Miss Clarissa P. Keith. The latter also taught Summer 
and Winter in District No. 22. These teachers govern by mildness 
and love, leading their pupils along the paths of learning pleasantly 
and profitably, , 
District No. 24. 

During the year this school was under the charge of Miss Lydia 5. 
Robinson, it being her first term. Miss Robinson is a graduate of 
one of our most excellent institutions. The Committee was very re- 
miss in his duty in visiting this school, but was so favorably impressed 
with the school when visited that he would like to see this teacher in 
a school which would give more scope to her talent and learning. 


Union District No. 23. 

This District was favored with an experienced teacher, Mr. W. H. 
Southworth, in Winter, and Miss Emily Macomber in the Summer. 
The Committee was unable to be present at the examinations, but 
conclude that the schools have been successfully taught, as no com- 


plaint has been heard. 


High School. ‘ 


The subject of a High School is being agitated, and we now pro- 
pose to present a few facts concerning it. The Jaw of the Statemakes 
it the duty of every town having four thousand inhabitants to main- 
tain a school for all the inhabitants, having a teacher qualified to in- 
struct, in addition to the branches required to be taught in the com- 
mon schools, General History, Book-keeping, Suiveying, Geometry, 
Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Botany, the Civil Polity of this Com- 
monwealth and of the United States, and the Latin, Greek and French 
Languages, Astronomy, Geology, Rhetoric, Logic, Intellectual and 
Moral Science and Political Economy. Said school is to be main- 
tained not less than thirty-six weeks, exclusive of vacations, in each 
year. In case the town neglects to raise money for the support of 
such schools as are required by law, said town shall forfeit a sum 
equal to twice the highest sum ever before voted for the support of 
schools therein, and shall also be liable to forfeit its share of the an- 
nual income of the State School Fund. 


And also every town complying with all the laws in’ force relat- 
ing to the distribution of the same fund, shall receive $75, but will 
not receive it after 1869, if the district system exists. 


Your Committee earnestly recommend that such a school as we 
have referred to, be established and maintained; for we believe it will 
raise the standard of education in the town, that it will be the means 
of improving the district schdols more to have a High School properly 
located and conducted, than to have the same amount of money ex- 
pended for them directly, because a standard of qualification for ad- 
mittance will be fixed, the scholars will be ambitious to qualify them- 
selves for the honor of being a member of the High School, conse- 
quently it will inspire punctuality, diligence and thoroughness. And 
we believe it will be much the better way to have it located in some 
place near the center of the town, and as soon as may be, have a 
building erected therefor and furnished with apparatus, thereby show- 
ing that we appreciate the advantages to be derived from the educa- 
tion of our youth, and that we are willing to pay all reasonable ex- 
pense necessary to accomplish it, The idea of having a moveable 
- High School, we think, has been generally abandoned by those who 
have started on this plan, because it was impracticable. 

All such schools must have poor accommodations with regard to 


school farniture and apparatus for illustrating the sciences. We hope 
this town will not be so blind to their educational interests as not to 


profit by the experience of others. 
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The town is losing this year, about $200, its share of the income of 
the State®chool Fund, first, because ithas not had a High School, 
and second, because all the districts have not had six months school 
during the past year. It was the intention of your Committee to dis- 
tribute the town appropriation so that each school could be kept the 
required length at least, but as the town were not willing to allow us 
to contract with the teachers, we could not tell exactly how to appor- 
tion the money, for we did not know the wages to be paid. In some 
instances low wages, and in others extremely high wages were paid, 
that is for our town, varying from $14 to $30 per month for females in 
Summer. We shall do as well as we can the coming year, under the 
circumstances, and we hope the Prudential Committees will be judi- 
cious in the selection of teachers; and endeavor to have the schools 
kept in their respective districts at least six months. 


Number of persons in town on the first day of ra Uh 1866, be- 


tween 5 and 15 years of age, 980. 
Number of different scholars of all ages in all the Public 
schools in Summer, 900 
Number of different scholars of all ages in all the Public 
Schools in Winter. 894. 
Average length of Schools in months, 7.08 
Average Wages per month of male teachers, $42.00 
Average wages per month of female teachers, $23.18 
* 


There are in the State 335 towns, and in the County 25 towns. 

A. few years since we ranked above mediocrity in every respect. By 
the following statistics it will be seen that we rank too low in the scale 
for self-gratulation. Other towns are more alive to the great subjéct 
of education, leaving us in the back ground. 

The town of Middleboro raised in 1865-6, $4.625 per scholar, be- 
tween the ages of five and fifteen, and its rank is the 212th in the 
State, and the 11th in the County. This town raised, also, 2.11 mills 
per dollar of taxable property, and ranks the 187th in the State and 
the 12th in the County. The percentage of attendance .68, and ranks 
the 149th in the State and the 20th in the County. 


A. H. SOULE, ° 
E. W. DRAKE, $ School, Committee, 
E. 8. HILL, : 
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REPORT. 


FreLuiow-Citizens, — The time having arrived when we are 
expected to give a detailed account of the public schools in 
town, we very unexpectedly are called upon to write “ The 
Report.” The chairman of our Committee, Rev. E. S. Hill, 
upon whom devolves this duty, has recently left town, which 
fact must be our apology for a somewhat crude report. 

The schools have, in a majority of cases, been successful. 
The efforts put forth by many of the teachers have been such . 
as have commended them, both to the parents and your Com. 
mittee. We feel assured that our schools stand better than 
they did one year ago, and that the cause of public instruc- 
tion is riveted more strongly to the hearts of our people than 
ever before. We judge so, partly from the liberal appropria- 
tion (namely, $6,200) for the toming year. We trust the 
people believe it to be a better investment of money, to tax 
themselves to educate their children, while their minds are 
plastic and yielding, — susceptible to good:impressions which 
will be as lasting as life, —than to be obliged to build lock- 
ups to restrain them when they may become dangerous by 
being allowe’ to go at large. | 

A few of our schools Have partially failed, for lack of good 
government. Some teachers appear to think that the rod is 
to be entirely discarded; that they must govern by moral 
suasion, and if that fails, they have done all that is required 
of them. We, with Solomon, do not so view the matter. 
When a teacher enters the schoolroom, it is for the purpose 
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of instructing his pupils in all things pertaining to their use 
fulness as good citizens, — to cultivate their moral and social 
as well as their intellectual faculties. They must be taught 
and required to yield a cheerful submission to a rightful 
authority. If this can be done by appealing to the higher 
motives, it is by far the better way. The teacher must be 
“master of the situation;” must take such measures as will 
ensure the desired result. The teacher’s motto should be, — 
“Order I must have; but I will exhaust all other resources 
before resorting to he rod.’’ The time was, when the rod and 
ferule were essential parts of the schoolroom fixtures; when 
a boy, who passed through the winter without getting his 
“jacket dusted,” was as much commended as a scholar now is 
for not being tardy or- absent. Now, our best teachers, 
instead of frightening their pupils into sbediehee by the rod, 
endeavor to win their affections by gentleness and eye, 
making their discipline similar to that of a kind and judicious 
parent in his ‘family. Deliberate disobedience, persistent 
wrong-doing, the spirit of lawlessness and insubordination, 
whether in the school, family, or community, should receive 
a decided check. Corporal punishment, however disagree- 
able, is not so great an evil as the continued disregard of a 
teacher’s rightful authority. A teacher, who would be suc- 
cessful, must govern himself, and possess a knowledge of 
human nature and of the nieans and Bio uy es by which the 
young can be influenced. 

In our table of statistics may be seen a column giving the 
number of scholars in each district, as returned to us by the 
assessors. It shows a falling off of seventy-two scholars 
during the past year, which we think must be incorrect. We 
recommend more care in ascertaining the number of persons 
in town, on the first day of May, p®ween the ages of five and 
fifteen. By this mistake (if it be one), we shall lose enough 
of our share of the school-fund to pay a person for taking the 
census faithfully. 

In the next’ column:is given the number of persons, of all 
ages, actually attending the school. In the next is seen the 
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percentage of attendance. It isnot what it ought to be, aver- 
aging less than seventy-five per cent for the whole town. In 
District No. 18, there are three hundred and seventy scholars ; 
and of this number, one hundred are constantly absent from 
school. And where are they? Our factories, mills, and 
workshops could a woful tale unfold. How long will 
parents place more value upon the action of muscle in a fac- 
tory, than upon the action of brain in the schoolroom’? .How 
long will they stimulate their children to activity, prompt- 
ness, and faithfulness to their emplofers, in the mill, but 
hastate not to insult their teachers with ‘frivolous excuses 
for retaining them from school? How long will they clutch 
at the present dollar, earned by their child in the workshop, 
and lose sight of the prospective ten, with compound interest, 
earned in the schoolroom? Such parents are sometimes very 
particular that their school-district should receive its full share 
of the town’s appropriation, but very careless in reaping the 
benefits of it. No parent has any more right to dwarf the 
moral, social, and intellectual growth of his child, than he has 
the growth of his body. The law compels parents to send 
their children, between the ages of eight and fifteen, to 
school three consecutive months in each year; and in our 
town, but few families are so poor but that they can comply 
with its demands. It is made the duty of certain officers to 
enforce this law. The State does not contemplate a race of 
“ smikes.” 

In one column is placed the cost of educating each scholar 
in school one month. In another is given the wages, per 
month, of teachers. Byaglance at these, it will be seen that 
there is great inequality in the wages of teachers, — some re- 
ceiving more pay for teaching avery small school than others 
do for teaching a very large one. We cite the Winter Term 
in District No. 5 as an example. This district returns but 
nine scholars. It has cost the town $156, to give them six 
months’ schooling — $17 per scholar ;. $2.88 per month for a 
scholar. It will be seen that in another district it costs but 
thirty cents per scholar fora month. These difficulties, with 
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‘others, ‘are inherent in the district-system, and could be ree- 
tified, in a great degree, by the town-system. 

On the first day of May, 1867, there were nine hundred 
and eight persons between the ages of five and fifteen years, 
— showing a decrease of seventy-two for the year. The aver- 
age length of the schools, including the High School, has 
been but six months and thirteen days. The average wages 
per month, for female teachers, has been $25.41 any? year, 
$23.18 ; average, for male egies (including High School), 
has been $54. 45°05 1&t year, $42. 

There are thrée hundred and thirty-five towns in the Com- 
monwealth, and twenty-five in the County. Middleboro’ raises 
by tax $4-592 per scholar, and hence ranks two hundred.and 
fifty-sixth in the State, and the eighteenth in the County. 
According to its valuation, it raises two and eleven-hun- 
dredths mills-on the dollar for educational purposes, and 
ranks two hundred and thirty-fourth in the State, and the 
seventeenth in the County: As regards the average attend- 
ance of its scholars in the schools, it stands two hundred and 
second in the State, and fourteenth in the County. Thus it 
will be seen, that we rank far below mediocrity,in every 
respect, in State and County.’ Not that we do absolutely 
less for the cause of education, than in years past, but rela- 
tively less. The other towns are progressing, while’ we 
remain stationary, —our appropriation — $4,500, for the dis- 
trict schools — being the same as it was ten years ago. 

It is pleasant to turn from this picture, and view the pros- 
pect before us for the coming year. The $5,000 which you 
voted for the District Schools, the $1,200. for the High School, 
with about $200 from the State School Fund, will give the 
cause of education a lasting impulse, and place the town in a 
more gratifying position on the record. 





. 


| 


No. of District. 
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STATISTICS. 


Fannie L. Reading........ 





ard a |s 

g& a |2 
re) he =i hea 
NAMES oF TEACHERS. S 3. eh ee 
th wae. (er 
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R Bonde 

SUMMER. M. D. 

Susie M. Nichols.......... 3 $20.00 | 23 
(sarrie E. Soule.........;. 4 24.00} 40 
Deborah Gisby ........... Sine fea 00: 4 

Lucy M. Barrows......... BA lo jeer 3a 
Laura M. Darling ........ 2 10} 20.00; 9 
Mary E. Thompson....... 3 23.00 | 19 
Hannah J. Atwood......./ 3 18.00| 6 
Marva. G. Paull 29 2 vie. 3 15] 18.00} 29 
Betsey 8. Perkins......... 3 10] 21.00) 40 
Phebie A. Alden.......... 3 21.00] 19 

‘| Irene Augusta Smith...... 3 21.00 | 32 
Mary Mepwilt {eos 3 26.00 | 26 
Cynthia M. Parlow.......| 3 20.01 | 21 
Lottie H. Gurney.........| 3 20.00 | 13 
Mary Jo Hil. es tees aes 3 20.00 | 18 
Lurana L. Smith.......... 3 26.00 | 24 
Lydia S. Robinson........ 32 415.), 25.00 |, 59 
Caroline E. Weston....... 3 24.00 | 22 
Clarissa P. Keith ......... 3 23.00] 8 
ANG US Prattiyss are. ks Ovo iiitswennlo 

WINTER. 

- Kite Pi Aldenivs tosis hs. 3. 8} 22.00 1 23 
Carrie E. Soule...........| 2 10} 29.00} 40 
Morton Thompson........ 2 17 | 40.00] 34 
Lucy M. Barrows.........- 2 5} 29.00 |°39 
Mary E. Bullock ......... 3 10| 26.00) 9 
Mary F. Thompson....... 3: 5.| 26.00) 19 
Phebe Aldents.cs . sss .i.- 3 834] 24.00] *6 
Emery F. Atwood ........| 2 '74| 60.00] 29 
Irene Augusta Smith...... 2 15] 30.00] 40 
Susie P. Richmond..... eae 24.00} 19 
Mary Mibwitt, 206: «2/0 < 3 (7.30.00 1:32 
Susie M. Nichols.......... 3 8] 380.00} 26 
Elbridge Cushman........ 3 45.00 | 21 
Angie M. Quincy ......... 3 32.00 | 13 
Mattie W. Morton ........ 3y 5+ 25.00 1-18 
Elbridge C. Athearn...... 3 45.00 | 24 
Lucia: A. Drakes:. . 7.0.02 3 30.00 | 59 
Caroline E. Weston..... «:| 3. 8} 24,00] 22 
Clarissa P. Keith’......... 3 24.00 | 37 

3 24.00 | 19 
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STATISTICS, CONTINUED. 
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SENIOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
SUMMER. 


18| Adelaide A. Keith......... 
Sarah B. Pratt, Assistant. 


FALL. 


Adelaide A. Keith ........ 
Sarah A. Keith, Assistant. 


WINTER. 
Adelaide Keith ........... 


370| 65 | 53.52 | 81 |$0.77 |.. 


JUNIOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


Summer... 
18] H.C. Barden Fal iy ae - 
Winter .... 


INTERMEDIATE. 


18} M. Jennie Bassett § RU 7 


L.S. Robinson, Winter....| 3 — hey 


PRIMARY. 
Sum’r. 
18 | Mary L. Tinkham Fall... 
inter 


Hicu Scuoot— Rock. 


Rot AP TAL oc. 's bs bab a eles 


Hiau Scuooi-— CENTRE. 









Summer .... 









Suri 2 10] 72,50... 
Te 2 101] 72.50\.... 
Cyrus cate BS.) ha) Sto ratso fit, 

Spring ..... 2. 40 f 72.50 18..58 





HIGH SCHOOL. 


Your Committee have, for several years, advocated the 
establishing of a Town High School, in accordance with the 
requirements of the law and demands of the times. At the 
Annual Town Meeting of 1867, it was voted to appropriate 
$1,000 fora Town High School. Afterwards, the Committee 
were instructed to locate said school in four different sections 
of the town. The Committee made an honest effort to carry 
out their instructions ; but, for lack of scholars in two sections, 
no,school was established in them. At the Rock, we found 
twenty-two scholars qualified to enter the High School, which 
was successfully taught, during twelve weeks in the Fall, by 
Rev. F. G. Pratt, at an expense of $230. : 

Being unable to secure a suitable building or room at the 
Corners for the High School, we availed ourselves of an offer 
made to the town, some years since, by the trustees of Pierce 
Academy, and placed the school in their building, in charge 
of-a very enthusiastic and accomplished teacher. This school 
has been taught forty weeks during the year, averaging fifty 
pupils, at an expense of $725; thus leaving in the treasury 
$45. .This school has been highly pleasing to parents, pupils, 
and committee, and its influence is now felt upon scholars in 
other schools, expecting yet to enjoy its. privileges. One 
hundred different scholars have been admitted during the 
year. Some were attracted to the school by its novelty, and 
as soon as that wore off they withdrew. Some dropped out 
for lack of application to their studies sufficient to keep up 
with their elass. Others left in order to follow other avoca- 
tions in life. Death has removed one. Forty remain, who, 
with about thirty expected to begin the new year, will con- 
stitute a school sufficiently large to occupy the whole time 
of an energetic teacher. The services of such an one we 
have the good fortune to secure, namely, Mr. C. A. Cole, the 
present Principal. 


10 


Besides some of the common English branches, the pupils 
have been instructed in Algebra, Geometry, French, Latin, 
Physiology, Philosophy, and Chemistry. A few, who could. 
accomplish more than a majority of their class, have been 
permitted to take up some special study (German, Book- 
keeping, &c.), and recite with classes in the Academy. The 
‘thanks of the Committee are due, and are hereby extended, 
to the authorities of Pierce Academy for the gratuitous use 
of room, fire, cabinet, and apparatus. 

Some persons have censured the Committee, and denied 
their right to expend so much of the appropriation upon the 
school ‘at the Corners. In reply, we would say, that the 
appropriation was made, not on condition that it be expended 
on schools located in four different sections of the town ; but the 
money was first voted, and then the instructions followed. 
The instructions, proving impracticable, we thought should 
not debar us from using the money for the purpose for which 
it was voted, namely, High School. Another reason for 
making the appropriation, was to enable the Committee to 
conform the town to the. requirements of the law. which cer- 
tainly would not have been accomplished by keeping the 
school one term in but two sections of the town. We feel 
that our action meets the approbation of the town, since, at 
its annual meeting this year, it has made another appropria- 
tion, leaving it entirely in our hands, without instructions. 
We hope its confidence in us will prove not to be misplaced. 
However much money the citizens may vote for establishing 
schools in different parts of the town, and however willingly 
and faithfully we may expend such, we are unanimous in the 
opinion that there should be one school taught nine or ten 
months in the year, located where it will accommodate the 
greatest number of inhabitants. Such a school should have 
its standard for admission so high that pupils will feel it an 
honor to enter it, and its course of study so extensive and 
thorough that they will feel it a greater honor to graduate 
from it. The High School should be the “head-centre” of 
our system of common schools, and be worthy of the name of 
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Town’s College,— forestalling, ina great degree, the necessity 
of sending our children away from their homes to the Normal 
School, to the School of Technology, or even to College, — 
qualifying our teachers, who should have the preference as 
teachers in our own common schools. We believe we have 
started a school, which, with proper care and encouragement, 
will become all we have suggested. We are aware that we 
cannot have a good High School if we neglect the common 
_ones. We shall therefore cordially co-operate with such 
teachers as the Prudential Committees shall select; and 
hope, by our united efforts, to arouse and elevate our schools. 

In our School Registers are blank pages. on which it is 
expected the teacher will make known his opinion of the 
state of the school, his views and aims as a teacher, and make 
such remarks pertaining to the office of teacher as he may 
deem proper. We present, as a part of our Report, some 
remarks noted down by the Principal of the High School. 
We consider him as successful in his practice as he is sound 
in his theory. 

“Gentlemen of the Committee, — Since the school has been 
in operation for so short a time, it would not be doing entire 
justice to myself, as teacher, to submit a report of my aims 
and purposes, based wholly upon results. Perhaps I can in 
no better way show what my aims have been than by briefly 
stating some of the educational principles which have guided 
my work. 


“The object of education is not discipline, but culture ; disci- 
pline is not an end to be sought, but is a necessary consequence 
of all true study. Nor should education subserve the pur- 
pose of mere utility, but it should include the right exercise 
of all the faculties, the development of the entire man ; it 
should open out before him the higher beauties and excel. 
lences of creation, and raise his soul toa delightful and never- 
ending appreciation of them. 

“In teaching any subject, the portions addressed to differ- 
ent faculties should be presented in the order in which those 
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faculties come into full activity in life. The teacher should 
develope the idea before giving the term, for the only use of 
the term is to fix the idea. He should proceed from the 
known to the unknown, from the particular to the general, 
from the concrete to the abstract, from the simple to the 
more difficult. Synthesis should precede analysis, and the 
order of the subject should yield to the order of nature. 

“A healthy and natural development requires, that theory 
should follow practice and not precede tt. 

“Tn accordance with these well-known principles, I have 
endeavored to shape my practice. I have regarded the 
pupil’s mind, not as a passive recipient of external influences, 
but as a living power, acted upon only by stirring up its own 
activities; therefore, I have measured my success, not so 
much by what I was able to say to the scholars as by the 
fulness and accuracy of the answers which I could draw 
from them. 

“Another object that I have kept in view, and one of the 
most important of all, is the forming of correct habits of 
study. This I have endeavored to effect by exercises in 
classification, by separating generals from particulars, and 
separating these particulars from their modifications; and 
sO On. : 

“Such analytical exercises are exceedingly useful in 
enabling the pupil to derive the most benefit from his sub- 
sequent reading. 

“The above is respectfully submitted. 

“CYRUS A. COLE.” 


BE. 8. HILL, 
EK. W. DRAKE, >} School. Committee. 
A. H. SOULE, 3 


REPORT OF THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 


TOWN OF MIDDLEBORO, 


. FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS .ENDING JUNE 1], 1868. 





REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 


CorneLius B. Woop, in account with Town. 


DR. 
To Cash on hand, from old account; - - - $1541 62 
Unpaid Taxes, 1864, . - . 12 86 
‘“ 66 1865, ely z i LY 2 296 19 
« Pe TARGe ss Grune tS - 434. 97 
Isaac Perkins, lumber, - -~ - He Pate 
Town Maps, . . : : - 2 80 
Tak; . - . m Di 
Benj. P. Wood, note, . : : : - 300 .00 
Fish Money, Ua ee Me lag ot . 869 03 
I. H. Sears, note, a te . 700 00 
Jos. T. Wood, note, . . - - . 200 00 
Fred. T. Belcher, note, - : - oh? te a 500 00 
Circus License, ~ - . - - . 5 00 
Lydia Smith, note, - 50 00 
State Treasurer, Corporation Tax, - - 2467 54 
State Treasurer, on account State Aid, - - 6000 00. 
te it “ School Fund, : 343 42 
a . “ — Corporation Tax, 1867, 31 76 
Town of Lakeville, fish money overpaid, ; 46 87 
Lyman Mason, license, - - + - = 10 00 
Hiram Tillson, license, -  =-© «> + *- 10 00 
‘Amount carried forward, $12552 65 
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Amount brought forward, 
George G. Cathcart, for tax - 
Thomas Washburn, note, as 


a 


Gideon Perkins, half expense of his father-in- 


law, at Taunton Hospital, - 
J. T. Cornish, note, . . ; : 
M. L. Cornish, note,  - - : i 
Amount of bills committed, 1867, - 


Interest and summons, 1864, $0.56; 65, $1.87 ; 


“166, $24.91; °67, $11.55, Te 
Error in paying State Aid, 1866, 


OR. 
By Cash paid School Orders, : : 
Selectmen’s Orders, abs Me hee 
Overseers of the Poor Orders, - | - 
Notes and Interest, 19 2 Ae Ce 
State Aid, - : A RN AA RR 
Auditor’s Orders, 4 : 3 2 
Miscellaneous, s . . y 
Discount on Taxes, : i 
Assessors’ Orders, - i li 
Cash on hand, tae 1, 1868, - - : 3 


SELECTMEN’S ORDERS, 


J. M. Eddy, bridge on Brook Street, 
G. E. H. Lovell, for land to widen street, 


$12552 65 
1 60 
50 00 


88 13 
284 40 . 
500 00 

3L628 52 


38 89 
10 00 


$45154 19 


$5598 61 
3343 17 
3458 80 
4068 18 
2082 93 
3244 61 

15362 99 

| 4288 82 

107 74 
3598 34 


$45154 19 


$9 95 
26 00 


Town of ai bawaer materials for Alden’s Bridge, 36 24 


Daniel Lucas, plank for bridge, at tM 
Leonard Driggs, work on Plymouth Street, 
Thomas Smith, work on bridge, oF. 
J. M. Eddy, stone for bridge, . 
John C. Forkins, work on Plymouth Street, 


Amount bed forward, 


437. 
6 00 
8 35 
1 50 
46 88 





$139 29 
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Amount brought forward, 
A. Pratt, work on Titicut Bridge, 
A. Pratt,.work on Plymouth Street, - 
S. Hinckley, work on Titicut Bridge, - 
Franklin 8. Thompson, work on Precinct Street, 
S. Weston, work on Clay Street, : : 
M. & Taunton RR., for freight of lumber, - 


Wm. B. White, w pee on Clay and Mill Streets, : 


J. Tinkham, work on bridge,.— - : 


George Bemcr, work on road, - - . 4 
Thomas Darling, gravel, - : : : ‘ 


Joseph H. Bisbee, Nemasket Bridge, : 
Isaac E. Perkins, work on Plymouth Street, 
Jared Pratt, work on Titicut Bridge, - 


Leonard Mitchell, work on Auburn Street, : 


Arad Covington, work on Summer Street, 

Arad Covington, repairing Covington Bridge, 
John M. Warren, repairing Warren Bridge, _ - 
Andrew L. Tinkham, postage and stamps, - 


E. Sherman, work on Purchase Street, - -— 


_ George W. Wood, work on Summer Street, 
Hliab Wood, stone for bridge, 

J. Alden, work on Summer Street, - 
Wilson Morse, work on Summer Street, 
John C. Reed, Titicut Bridge, - - 

A. D. Butterworth, Woodward Bridge, — 

A. D. Butterworth, work on Summer Street, 
John Butterworth, work on Summer Street, 


. B. Thomas, work on Chestnut and Purchase Streets, 


F. R. Haton, work on Plymouth Street, — - 

J. and W. Swift, work on Plympton Street, 

W. R. P...and P. Washburn, for land to gotten 
Precinct Street, - - - 

Andrew C. Wood, work on Main Street, . 

Charles Soule, work on lumber and bridge, 

Stillman Tucker, work on Woodward’s Bridge, - 


Amount carried forward, 


$139 29 
17 97 
102 50 
386 00 
197 29° 
4 25 

2 30 

17 50 
10 56 

9 45 

26 00 
3. 41 

50 00 
124 15 
23 72 

6 00 

13. 70 

1 10 

5 04 

38 25 
92 78 
10 00 

2 60 

6 00 

25 00 
17 60 
17 00 
4 00 

17 75 
88 15 
94 40 
25 00 
300 00 


36 19 
8 16 


$1803 11 
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Amount brought forward, | $1803 





17 .. 
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Joseph L. Pease, work on Thomas Street, - ; 75. 25 
Sylvanus Hinckley, Titicut Bridge, - - EP PTITS 80 
Jared Pratt, railing for Titicut Bridge, - . 37 35 
Benj. P. Wood, work and material, bridge, . 13 25 
Thomas Smith, work on Chestnut and Wood Streets, 48 55 
Nathaniel Warren, work on Summer Street, -_ 2 00 
'T. J. Pratt, work on Titicut Bridge, - . 44 80 
T. J. and A. Pratt, gravelling road, - : : 75 00 
Andrew C. Wood, Main Street, ie ee : 390 79 
W. Shaw, work on Titicut Bridge, .-  -~ - 8 25 
Otis Leach, work on Summer Street, - - 3 00 
Joseph L. Pease, work on Precinct Street, : 33 00 
L. Mitchell, repairing Auburn Street, - : 76 60 
James S. Bump, repairing Summer Street, - ~§ 6 00 
J. M. Eddy, repairing Brook Street, - : - 2 00 
J. F. Atwood, measuring land, -~— - - - 2 00 
David Westgate, Miller Street, - - : - 10 00 
S. Thomas, forsand to buildroad, - -.— - 3 20 
Jacob G. Sparrow, work on Town-House, - . 9 23 
Town of Lakeville, on account of fish, for 1866, 157 39 
Town of Lakeville; on account of fish, for 1867, 300 00 
H. Tinkham, gravel on Precinct Street,  - - 16 00 
A. K. Williams & Co., bill of lumber for bridges, 30 08 
Lewis Lincoln & Son, iron for bridges, —- . T 50 
Abishai Miller, lumber for bridges, - : , 63 00 
J. M. Eddy, lumber for bridges, —- aie 15 02 

$3343 
AUDITOR'S ORDERS. 
Names marked with *indicate Snow Bills, 

*Jasac HE. Perkins, - . . aoa $67 30 
*Venus Thompson,. - c Q Z i ; 26 00 
James Cole, Jr., - ahs : Fe EE 18 90 
S. B. Pratt, - mY aml i DEAE! Shake Sie 45 00 





Amount carried forward, : | BPGONEI5T 20 


4) 


Amount brought forward, 


*Abiel Fuller, - . 
Eliab Ward, - 

KH. 8. Hill, . 

HK. S. Hill, - 
Thomas Smith, - 
*H. Thompson, - 
*D. F. Straffin, - 

* Harrison Clark,’ 

*L.. Morse, .. - 
A.H. Soule, - 

A. H. Soule, : 
PAL. Souleyii'c<:> 
*Ira Smith, “5 
Moi Ryder, 3 -: 
*Thomas Weston, 2d, 
*H. A. Haseltine, 

I. F. Atwood, - 
*Wm. B. White, - 
Wn. B. White, 
*A 1G.) Pratt, 9 :.- 
J. M. Eddy, 
*J. M. Eddy, 
*Abner Wood, - 
Jos. T. Wood, - 
*Jra Shaw, - 
*J.'Tinkham, © -,. 
*H). H. Waterman, 
*C. Morse, . 
*S. F. W. Atwood, 
*I, Bryant, : 
*C, Redding, - 
*I, Smith, Ey 
*N. Clark, a 
*S8. Dean, -. 
*John A. Shaw, - 


J 


Amount carried forward, 


10 
42 
198 
T4 
214 
168 
22 
40) 
18 
TT 
BE 
39 
40) 
36 
12 
32 
50 


20 
75 
00 
00 
00 
15 
15 
00 
24 
00 
50 
00 
50 


. 25 


06 
15 
50 
00 
45 
00 
44 
25 
23 
35 
77 
50 
50 
12 
36 
93 
15 
20 
73 
74 
29 
AT 


$2214 69 
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| Amount brought forward, $9914 
*J..M: Eddy, — - : AB TSUN a . : 26 ¢ 
Jared Pratt, - - - . = ; a 8] 
*Jared Pratt, - : : : : : ; 2 
Jared Pratt, - . . , : E : 5 
*Arad Covington, - » - . : i 25 
*Horatio N. Thomas, - wk : i 4] 
*David C. Vaughan, - ‘ : - . : 3 
MB SNAL EW OO se. Vig ier ay yet « Ave 44 
Eben Pickens, - . eee i ‘ 3 9 
“Thomas Snow, - be L t 4 2 31 
f. We Drake, :° : - - . . . 50 
BR, W. Drake, -. - mi sha te . 3 : 16 
*Levi Ff. Tinkham, _- . A A ; i 6 
George Leonard, i le Savy NT betas Mea at 4 
ReGree TEOMA sy joes iit ale i im A ¢ 4 
*O, Littlejohn, - ‘ 4 i i f 25 
*James E.Cushman, - — - SN NE. gabe: 30 
*Job Braley, : EA fle hehe : - : 22 
Oliver Eaton, - . - oer ie - - 6 
*I.$. Shurtleff, - - : . - : - 23 
*Geo. W. Wood, - ? - F - , 4 
A, Coby ys : . : : ali < 4 
*H. A. Eaton, - . - mts Bh > é 3 
*J. H. Vaughan, - : : - . ar ie 19 
oyler: Peirce, | ie. - . - : . 64 
*Geo. 8. Cobb, - Ls i : - oF uel St OE 
*A.D. Butterworth, - 4 u : ‘ f 5 
“*8..G. Edwards, - == . , : 3 : 19 
*J. G. Nichols, - ie ss 2 ; a4 6 
*Abishai Miller, - E : “ » . Bi 84 
J. Q: A. Morse, + © - “ ? ai ie : 10 
*K. Weston, COUR anak ie dee Mi me NS 17 
*J. and W. Swift, meg ke a at eins : 27 
*W.R. P. and P. Washburn, bade ve: i re ‘a 
*K. Thomas, - - \ - Sl ‘. 1 
Amount carried forward, ip han $3060 


" 





Amount brought forward, — $3060 09 
*S. Mendall, : - - or aN . - beta 
ROB Wooden dicate ny a Gia ei Re So a OY 
*Alpha Crossman, . - - ; . - 12 62 
William S. Eddy, - - whi . . 1,35 
*Nathaniel Warren, - 5 - - - - 8 37 
*Kben Shaw, — - - - . aa Ge - 11 75 
*Levi Tinkham, - ~— - : . mat sees 2 75 _ 
*Charles A. Howes, - - . - aa 3 50 
Sylvanus Hinckley, -  - di) cori ROLE AR 7 00 
*Noah Clark, -  .- . 5 : Rp kWh 3 75 
*Abishai T. Clark, — - - bandit ON 15 00 
Abishai T. Clark, ~ - . . - 4 50 
*Benjamin Freeman, - ; - . dnt genre 23 11 
*Geo. M. Leach, - ahh os . - : 6 25 
John P. Morse, - - - i da co ho a a 10 00 
*H. T. Smith, - - - . tay ING : 1 25 
tS. MicCrellis,’ serie A Ha Peed on eee 1 25 
*H. W. Atwood, - . - . . : 6 00 
*H. Soule, - ~ - - - ~ - 4 00 
B. F. Wood, ,- = ~ - oh ae - 2 47 
aPeR cere CO ak SC ep ee a a 8 75 
J. M. Eddy, - - ~ - ae, ~ 28 75 
$3244 61 


SCHOOL EXPENSES. | 


Disrrict No. 1. 


Amt. brought forwd., $268 20 


SN. Nichols, -.- -$60 00| J. & W..C. Swift, - .- 32 00 
HE. Soule, - - -.-..- «8 50) W. W. Atwood, - - 4 50 


EK. P. Alden, - Be a TOUT OR Gee mtE eh ae) eee aD 
District No. 2. Dreher No. 3. 

©. C. Soule, 2 864,00) 'D. Gasby, > = fees Thi 15 

W. W. Atwood, - - 10 00/7. W. Sampson, - - 2 00 

©. H. Soule,- - - + 50 00; M. Thompson, - - -114 00 





Amt. carried forwd., $268 20 





Amt. carried forwd., $517 95 
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Amt. brought forwd., $517 95 | Amt. brought forwd., $1468 


District No. 4. 


Lucy M. Barrows, - 82 50 
L. Driggs, - - - - 230 
Seth Dean, - - - - 12 65 
Mrs. E. Wood, - - - 1 00 
Geo. Thomas, - - - 6 66 
Lucy M. Barrows,- - 65 20 
District No. 5. ; 
L. W. Darling, - - - 50 00 
M. E. Bullock, -°- - 91 00 


A. D. Butterworth, - 3 00 


District No. 6. 


M.E. Thompson, - - 69 00 
O.H. Dean, - - - - 3 67 
O. HE. Dean, - - °- -° 12 75 
M. Ei. ihwnbian: - - 84 50 
. Disrricr No. 7. 
(Gd. Atwood, 6 '- (24°06 
Phebe Alden, - - - 61 00 
District No. 8. 
M. G. Paull,- - - - 67 50 
H. F. Atwood, - - -118 75 
H. G; Thomas,)+ .'-) -.» 8.50 
District No. 9. 
Thos. Cobb, - - - - 20 00 
: District No. 10. 
B.S. Perkins, - - - 73 50 
J.A. Smith, - - - 82 50 
J.H. Vaughan, - - 10 138 


Amt. carried forwd., $1468 11 


District No. 11. 


P. Alden, - - - - 
a. ae Richmend by 
W.T. Jefferson, - 


District No. 12. 


Je Ae Smith nets 
M. M. Swift,- - +, - 


District No. 13. 


M. M. Swift,- - - - 
S. Nichols, - - + - 
J.S. Cushman,- - - 


District No. 14. 
C: M.'Parlow, -21/ 


N. Thomas, - - - - 
K. Cushman,- - - 
M. F. Gibbs, - - - 


District No. 15. 


L. H. Gurney, - - - 
A. Quincy, - - - - 


District No. 16. 


Mid. Hill)... - + 
G. N. ansion ml i 
M. W. Morton, - - - 


District No. 17. 


- 78 
- 135 


L. L. Smith,- - - 
K. KE. Atheum, - - 
J. W. Reed,- - - - 


63 


12 
T 


65 
96 


78 
101 
15 


60 
6 


- 135 


2 


60 
96 


60 
10 
81 


11 


| Amt. carried forwd., $2701 


til 


00 
00 
25 


32 
14 


00 
00 
83 


00 
75 
00 
00 


00 
00 


00 
00 
25 


00 
00 
12 


TT 


Amt. brought forwd., $2701 
District No. 18. * 


M. Jennie Bassett, - 
S. B.. Pratty<\ee =) 
A.A. Keith, - - - 
C. W. Drake, - - - 
M. L. Tinkham, - - 
H,'Q: Barden,. *-f 34 
HK. Thomas, - - - - 
J. Bassett, - - - - 
A. D. Keith,- - - 
H.C. Barden, - - - 
M. L. Tinkham,- - - 
Jas. O’Donnell, - - 
is (os BUR en wise, > '- 
G. W. Chandler, - - 
BA Crip py i), = 
M. H. Cushing,- - - 


Oo W. Drake. =) = yank 


AvvAl Keith) 27): 
H. C. Bardon - + - 
A. Gibbs, .--..-.,-. - 
G. W. Chandler, - - 
L. Robinson, - - - 
M. L. Tinkham,- - - 


District No. 19. 


L. 8S. Robinson, - - 
L. B. Merrick, - - - 
A. Pease,- - ~ - - 
L. A. Drake, - - - 


Amt. carried forwd., $4162 


81 
36 
96 
10 
81 
81 
32 
84 


2147 


87 
17 

9 
87 
87 


87 
12 
10 
90 


52 


00 
50 
50 


“00 


00 
00 


00 
50 
00 
00 


00 


15 
00 
Td 
00 
00 
T5 
59 
15 


Amt. brought forwd., $4162 
District No. 20. 
C. HE. Weston, - - - 72 
C. E. Weston, - - - 81 
A. Perkins, - = - +: 6 
Disrricr No, 21. 
GP Reith at a2 oe 
H. A. Johnson,- - - 5 
C. P. Keith,- - - 72 
Disrrict No, 22. _ 
A D. Pratt; Paar ee 60 
J.C, Reed, - - - 9 
F. L. Redding, - - 30 
Becks. » Redding, - - 42 
_ -Disrricr No, 23. 
W.H. Southard, - - 25 
Hien Scoot. 
C. A. Cole, - - - -168 
F. G. Pratt, - - - .- 150 
C. A. Cole, - - - -168 
I’. G. Pratt, - - - <= 75 
BO i pi nett fi fey AD 
CO. A. Catal = Ney eucim £68 
J.S. Seiten, = eye he 
C. A.:Cole,.- + +, - 218 
$5,598 


61 
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REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING WITH MARCH 9ru, 1868. 


Amount of money ordered from the Town 


Treasury, - - 
Received for calf, $9. 00, oxen, $300, 
bam, $2.20, - = - - 
Recowed for land) $10.50, Peete of 
cows, $13. OD ie - 


Received for ed $14. 31, hid, 


$4.56, : - é : : 
Received foe cow, - 
Recel m city of New Bedford, 


on account of Mrs. Croucher, — - 
Received from city of Taunton, on ac- 
count of Mrs. Andrew Reed, 


Paid out as follows, viz.: — 


For support of paupers in Almshouse, 
Paid towards support of the following 
persons out of the Almshouse 1 in 
town : — 3 } 
Mrs. Martha Belle alia family; © - 4” - 
Standish Ryder, for his daughter, - 
Mrs. Ann L. Reed and child, ae On 
Mr. Daniel Cobb, a AD Bat 
“ Emerson P. Mosse and ne . 
aiid Tuevii sChagey i! 62 ica, fe MAIER 
cB 'Thomas Doran; =. 0. 


“Ellen Croucher and family, - _— 


~# J. B. Ramsdale, for boarding Mrs. 
Geo. W. Tinkham, - a ty 


Amount carried forward, 


_ 85 00 


$311 20 


18 8% 


30 00 


25 00 


44 00 


es 


“$82 50 


68 00 
35. 00 


~ 22°00 
~ 44.00 


93 50.” 


452 57 


$4209 12 


$1184 81 


30 15> 


} 00 


19 93 





341 58 


$1526 39 


Ve 


Amount brought forward, 
Warren Chubbuck, for Mrs. Skiff, . 
Israel Smith, for Mrs. Avery, - - 
Z. L. Britton, for Sally M. Cobb, - - 
J. B. & J. Shaw, for . Mrs. ‘Mellissa 

Peirce, = = - ~ 
Nathaniel Shurtleff, for Mrs. Mellissa 
Peirce, - - - - 
Luther Shaw, for Betsy Cobb, - : 
Hiram Tillson, for Geo. Haein i 7 
Deborah B. Lewis, for Mary Joice, 
_ John H. Pratt, for Daniel Curtis, - 
Wn. O. Barrows, for Chas. N. Avery, - 
Washburn & Andrews, for Stillman 
Morse, - ~ - 
Hiram Tillson, for peat D. Reed and 
family, oe Ne rhe th é 
Hiram Tillson, for James EH. Richmond 
and family, - - . : - 


Paid out of Town : — 
Town of Plymouth, for Mrs. Morehead, 


Funeral ae he of Mrs. Reuben Max- — 


im, - - - ~ - 


Reuben Maxim, ire Feb. 1, 1866, to. 


Feb. 2, 1867, . F 3 ay 


Reuben Maxim, from Feb. 1 to Dec.'6, 


1867 - - : 2 i LA 


Funeral expenses of Reuben Maxim, 
Funeral expenses of child of Frederic ~ 
Raymond, - = . 


City of New Bedford, for Mane etait Lp 


and Mary Thrasher from March 28, 
1866, to Jan. 9, 1867, - meee 


Amount carried forward, 


61 2 





$1526 39 


212 75 


213 27 


$1952 41 
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Amount brought forward, 
' Mary Cushman and Margaret Thrasher, 
from March 8, 1867, to Feb. 2, 


ARGS, es CaO ncea oa EIN - 
Funeral Expenses of Mrs. Charity 
Cushman, - : ‘ 4 i 


Town of Upton: for Mrs. Louisa Lee 
and family, - . - 

City of Boston, for Mrs. Peabody, & to 
Dec. SL asset, vi: - ° 

Funeral iepinaes of Lemuel T. Pie. 

Town of Weymouth for Miss Levi 
Raymond, - - : 

Stillman Wright, for Mrs. Noah Ham- 
mond, - - - 

Rufus A dic ‘for Mrs. Rtoreh eed : 


Taunton Lunatic Hospital. 


For Gideon Perkins, - — - ai) a 
For Harriet Elms, — - i ts a 
For Thomas J.Shaw, - - - - 


Miscellaneous Bills, etc. 


Paid Jos. 8. Barden, for standing wood, 
Jos. S. Barden, for oxen, - - . 
Solomon Raymond, for cutting wood 
in 1866 and 1867, - - - 
S. Hinckley, expenses to Pe 
for Mrs. Andrew Leonard, . 
Railroad fare of Chas. Smith to State 
Almshouse, . mae k 
A. L. Tinkham, for postage fn be : 
James Smith, for oxen, - 
Mrs. Galen Haskins, for deed of wed. 
lot, - = - - : - 


Amount carried forward, 


$63 24 


13 00 


101 03 


11 50 


T 00 


52 00 


18 00 
20 50 





181 09 
196 37 


200 41 





150 00 . 


250 00 
17 16 
14 00 

‘15 


1 53 
160 00 


350 00 





$1952 41 


286 27 


577 8T 


942 84 


$3759 39 
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Amount brought forward, $3759 39 
Dr. EK. W. Drake, for one year ser- 
vices, to March 10, 1868, - - $50 00 
Thomas LeBaron and wife, for one 
year’s services, to March 10,1868, 400 00 








450 00 
$4209 12 
Whole number in Almshouse during the year, 120 | 
Of which number, 86 were transient. ¥ 
Remaining the whole time, Mle TR Calida 11 
Present number in Almshouse, ot ie 16 
Whole number weeks for one person, - - | 857 2-7 
Of which number, 14 6-7 were transient. | 
Average number for the year, about. - > - 16 1-2 
Average expenses per week, excluding interest 
on farm, and salaries, : . ~ - $158 00 
Average expenses per week, including interest 
on farm, and salaries, -  - aa Book OG 


There have been three deaths during the year, as follows, viz. : 
Mrs. Polly Wood, June 8, 1867, aged 80. 
Mr. Consider Robbins, June 23, 1867, aged 65. 
Mr. Joseph Maxim, June 30, 1867, aged 70. 
VALUATION OF PROPERTY. 


March, 1868, real estate, - + $3380 00 








af “personal estate, . 1590 00 
: | | 4970 00 
March, 1867, realestate, - - - 2950 00 
Ak “personal estate,-- - 1261 47 
4211 47 
Excess over last year, ~ . - $758 53 


0. B. WOOD, for Overseers of the Poor. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. : 
Express, - - - - - - ~ $2 10 
CO. B. Wood, Treasurer, by vote of town, - - 450 00 
H. W. Munson, bill of paper, - - - - 2 25 
W. R. Sever, County Tax, ~ - - - 2682 14 
State Treasurer, on account of State Tax, - 10000 00 
A. L. Tinkham, postage stamps, —- - - 6 00 
State Treasurer, balance of State Tax, § - - 2200 00 
+H. A. Davis, State Sealer bill, - - o - 9 00 
A. M. Haton, return of deaths, - ee i 60 
George Soule, return of deaths in 1866, .- - 4 50 
George Soule, return of deaths in 1867, - ~ 5 00 
$15362. 99 
Recording two deeds at Plymouth, mon AB 1 30 
Discount on Taxes in 1867, - ah ane i 2911: 22 
Remittance on Taxes in 1867, - = - 1543 
Remittance on Taxes in 1866, - s #, 259 79 
Remittance on Taxes in 1865, - = gy 10 25 
Remittance on Taxes in 1864, ae - J De 
Fish discount in 1867, - - ~ ~ - 450 00 
Fish discount in 1864, - - - - - 80 
Unpaid Taxes in 1867, - ~ - - ~ 439 08 
Unpaid Taxes in 1866, - - rh) ce he - 30 63 — 
Unpaid Taxes in 1865, - - - = - 1 62 
Unpaid Taxes in 1864, - - ai re Melita 1 21 
a : $19651 81 


* 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN, 


To whom was referred the matter of taking and disposing of 
the Fish, for the Year 1867. 


Whole number caught at the Lower Wier, - — - 50,757 
Whole number caught. at the Upper Wier, - - 49 956 





Whole number caught, ~-  - - ~ panei se LOO, 712 


iB. A. Harlow, - - saa TS $73 25 
L. W. King, - ~ - .- ~ 34 75 
Ira Smith, wid - - - 6.00 
G. O. Tinkham, - - - = 28 00 
S. Hinckley, © - - - - ~ 14 50 
J. W. Warren, - = - ~ - 104 00 
Wit Vaughan, . etaeeias ae hen 3 63 
J. C. Perkins, - - = ~ - 6 00 
A. C. Vaughan, ot Bo = - 5 00 
J.T. Wood, - - -| = - 6 65 
Mrs. EH. Chase,- - - = = 2 00 
©. B.jWood, - “ - ” - 5 00 
Mrs. E. Sprout, - - - 3 00 
Postage, - - - - - 42 
Joseph H: Bisbee, i =) = 99.59": 
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Sold at the Lower Wier, 30,282, which brought 
Sold at the Upper Wier, 44,556, which brought - 
Delivered Widows, 25,275, a $1.51, = - 
Delivered Town, : 600) a SL oe ~ 


100,713. 
Received from the following Towns : — 
Fall River, $10; Freetown, $10; Raynham, $20; 
Berkley, $20; Somerset, $20; Dighton, $20; 
Taunton, $39. | : 


Paid Bills and Expenses, as follows : — 





Less poor money, ~ - = 


Lakeville proportion, - = =. $253 18 
Middleboro proportion, - - = 1006 61 


oo 





$1259 74 
JOSEPH T. WOOD, 


$524 25 
607 OT 
381 65 

9 06 


$1522. 03 


130 00 


$1652 08 


391 79. 


$1260 24 
50 


$1259 74 


JOSHUA: M. mppy, | SELECTMEN. 


THOMAS SMITH, J 
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STATE AID. 


Amount of State Aid paid families of Volunteers by the 
Town of Middleboro, from May 1, 1867, to May 1, 1868. 


Richard Cox, - - - $44 00; Thos. F. Shaw, -, - 33 00 
Marcus Bumpas, - - 35 00)Henry Shaw, - - 44 00 
Z.S. P. Britton, - - 44 00! Wm. B. Shaw, - - 49 50 


Benj. Chamberlain, - 88 00|Ephraim Simmons, - 88 00 
Oramel H. Churchill, 88 00) Alden Spooner, - - 











Horace M. Clark, - - 107 33| Geo. Caldwell, - - 44 00 
Albert Eddy, - - - 88 00)C.G. Tinkham,- - 88 00 
Peter Fagan, - - -154 00) Thos. P. Wetherbee,- 24 00 
Thos. G. Gammons, - 43 50/ Asaph Ps ntin gy 33 00 
Cyrus; Halli--- 9-88 00) H.W. Wood, - - 44 00 
Levi Hathaway, - - 88 00/H. F. Washburn, - - 49 50 
H. Haskins, - - - - 33 00}Andrew T. Brownell, 72 00 
Theodore Mitchell, - 88 00|/Simeon Ryerson, - - 64 00 
I. E. Macomber, - -110 00/Jonathan P. Lucas, - 8 00 
Chas. C. Mellen, - - 49 50|Henry F. Pope, - - 9 00 
Artemus Morse, - - 22 00| Ferdinand pierahsin 50 93 
' Martin V. Raymond,- 44 00) Eli Atwood,- - - 44.00 
Jas. P. Record,- - - 80 00| Edw. Wilbur, - - - 16 00 

Christopher C. phy 49 50 — 
$2082 93 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBORO. 
JUNE Ist, 1868. 


Treasurer’s and Selectmen’s notes and interest, $16671 77 
Deduct Assets, - - - - - ~ 9608 38 


Balance of Liabilities, ~ - $7068 39 





ASSETS OF THE TOWN, JUNE Isr, 1868. 


Taxes due, 4-6 + 100.4). ie ” $472 54 
State Wid ls) bes. eig. =i = ok cate) S6GBR 50 
Cash on hand, - - - a 2 c 2598 34 


- $9603 38 





ICHABOD F. ATWOOD, 
AUGUSTUS PRATT, t conser. 
J. T. WOOD, OS Nae 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTHE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 


For rHe YEAR 1868-9. 


PER ORDER OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 





RHEPORT. 


FreLtow Citizens, — We congratulate you and ourselves 
that this is the last School Report that can be written in this 
town criticising the school districts as such. It is the last time 
we shall have the opportunity of casting off our short-comings 
and packing them on the backs of the Prudential Committee, 
or of pleading the district system in extenuation of our own 
faults. We congratulate the town that it did, by its own delib- 
erate choice, after a free and full discussion in a large town 
meeting, by vote, abolish the school district system, before the 
matter was forced upon us by legal enactment at the State 
House. We are aware that by this act you place twenty-three 
school-houses, nine hundred and sixty scholars, your appropri- 
ation of six thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars, five hundred. 
dollars contingent fund, together with about two hundred and 
fifty dollars from the State School Fund, all in the hands of the 
School Committee, and, as their power is nearly absolute in the 
premises, will hold them responsible for the success of the 
schools. With much distrust in our ability to secure to the 
town the full benefit of the new system during the first year, 
and believing that our fellow-citizens will not expect it of us, 
and therefore will not be too exacting in their demands, we 
accept the situation, and will enter upon the discharge of our 
duties with a desire to do justice to all sections of the town. 

We recognize the right of a town to give its various com- 
mittees instructions, and their obligations to follow them. At 
the same time we claim the right to criticise and suggest 
improvements. And now, at the very threshold of our labors, 
we are required to do what we believe to be an injustice. By 
vote at the annual town meeting you instructed the committee 
to continue the schools the same length of time throughout the 
town. There would be no objection to this, were the schools 
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of nearly the same size. When we consider that they number 
from eight scholars to one hundred and ten, it must be evident 
to all, that the large schools suffer in comparison with the small. 
A scholar will receive more instruction, and advance farther in 
his studies, in six months, in a small school well taught, than he 
will in nine months in a very large one. This, together with 
the fact that the street is a bad school for our children, is the 
reason why the schools in the village are continued longer than 
others. If the above plan should be adopted as the policy of 
the town, there should be established two more primary schools 
in District No. 18. 

Taking into account the great disparity in the size of the 
schools, and the fact that small ones are more profitable to the 
scholar than large ones, we believe a better plan, than to 
continue them all the same length of time, would be, to require 
your committee, previous to the annual town meeting, to bring 
in an estimate of what it would cost to continue the schools a 
length of time, so that the advantages accruing to the scholar 
shall be equalized, as nearly as practicable, and then vote an 
appropriation sufficient to cover the expense. We would sug- 
gest as a basis something like the following : — 


Schools having but 10 scholars, . : ; : 6 months. 

vs “from 10 to 20 scholars, . : : Bg ay 

“c 66 “¢ 90 to 30 a4 4 2 “ 

66 66 66 30 to 40 6c 74 73 

FF $ $F 4040 BOT Ces : : ; er 

4 $ * 50 to 60 ae ; : ‘ tot 
The large schools at the Centre, : é 
High School, : - ! ; ; eg AY rea 


This plan, if it should appear unjust to the small schools, 
would have a tendency to induce them to merge themselves 
into the surrounding larger ones. 

Our schools during the past year have been taught with 
variable success. Five of them commenced badly, but by a 
change of teachers they were so far redeemed that none can be 
termed unsuccessful. A few have been taught with eminent 
ability. They have averaged about six and a half months —the 
same as last year. It would seem that the $700 extra which the 
town appropriated, and the $130 which was raised by voluntary 
contribution in District No. 18, should have inereased the length 
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of the schools+the wages of the teachers, male and female, 
being nearly the same as last year. Then why have we not had 
longer schools? For the reason that there have been fourteen 
different male teachers employed instead of six, as in the pre- 
ceding year—a number by far too large. These male teachers 
have absorbed the $830, above what it would have cost for a like 
number of female teachers, who would have taught as good. 
schools, and added another month to the general average. It 
seems to the committee a useless expenditure of money for the 
town to employ male teachers. They generally are persons who 
do not intend to make teaching their permanent business, and 
are frequently under-graduates of colleges who are out on leave 
of absence for a term, in order to replenish their finances. 

Twelve thirteenths of the teachers in the State are females, 
and their number is yearly increasing. Some towns employ 
none but females. This is as it should be. Teaching is préemi- 
nently woman’s occupation. Than man she is better fitted for 
it by her instincts, sympathies, patience, tact, and love for 
children. Where he is loud and blustering she is mild and 
soothing. Where he is coarse and dictatorial she is refined 
and persuasive. Where he is lordly and tyrannical she is 
queenly and considerate. Where he rules by brute force and 
terrorism, she rules better by love, and appeals to the finer sen- 
sibilities of her pupils. We know of no school in town which 
a first-class female teacher could not govern and instruct with 
success. At one time during the past winter three of our schools 
were suspended for inefficiency on the part of the teachers. 
Two of them were taught by males, and one by a female. Our 
difficulties with teachers, male and female, have been in about 
the above ratio. It should be remarked that the former are 
generally employed by the prudential committee on account of 
some peculiarity in his district. 

Much has been said of late concerning the relative pay of the 
sexes. It is asserted that “if a woman performs as much work 
as a man, and does it as well, she should receive as much pay.” 
In respect to teaching, should it not be said—that if a male 
does the work of a female, and does it as well, should he not 
receive the same pay ? 

All male teachers are not as described above, nor are all female 
teachers to be regarded ag angels. Under the idea that they 
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are monarchs of all they survey, there is danger of their becom- 
ing tyrants. We have seen such of both sexes. Visit with us 
a school, Everything is still and orderly. Without a word 
from the teacher, at the tinkling of a bell, the class arises. 
Tinkle— with hands “a tergo,” and on tiptoe, the scholars 
march out in single file, and form into line with military preci- 
sion. ‘Tinkle—books are open and the recitation begins. Not 
a whisper is detected in the whole school, nor is a question 
allowed to be asked during the recitation, which progresses 
finely. Presently one stumbles at an answer. Watch closely. 
Witness the nervous trepidation, the flushed countenance and 
appealing glance from teacher to some scholar for help. After 
much mental agony the question is correctly answered. Notice 
the response of the teacher. ‘Lucky for you, blockhead; you’ve 
just escaped a whipping.” No word of commendation is ever 
uttered, but plenty of fault-finding. The pupils hate the teacher, 
but learn their lessons through fear. This may be good disci- 
pline for convicts in a State prison, but is not the kind of influence 
we wish our children of tender years to be under. Let love 
reign instead of fear, and we will not complain, however strict 
the discipline of a school may be. 

Some educators think too much time is spent in the study of 
Arithmetic. Others think the same in respect to Grammar and 
Geography. None complain that too much time is devoted to 
Writing, Spelling, and Reading. Writing is a mechanical oper- 
ation, and simply requires practice, in order for one to become 
proficient. Spelling is merely an act of the mind, aided by a 
retentive memory, and only those having such a memory can 
become good spellers. Reading differs from either of these, and 
from all other studies, but bears a close resemblance to the 
science of Music. By the kind of notes, their position on the 
staff, and their sequence, a musician can divine the emotions of the 
composer, and yet, through lack of mechanical skill to perform 
on an instrument, or defect of voice, he may fail to interpret his 
author to others. In order to become a correct reader, one must 
learn to take in at a glance the sequence of letters and words, 
grasp at once the ideas of the writer and make them his own, 
and then, with a power of utterance more or less rapid, and with 
much flexibility of voice, impress his hearer with the same. As 
in the musical world there are but few Jenny Linds and Paganinis, 
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—and yet thousands acquire sufficient skill to amuse themselves 
and entertain others,—so, in reading, every one should aim to a 
higher attainment in this important branch of education, — not 
simply to get the idea of the author for himself, but to acquire 
the power to impress others with it. Our teachers should be 
more profoundly impressed with the importance of this study, 
and give more thorough instruction in it. 

In our examinations of candidates for the High School, and 
teachers for the public schools, we are frequently astonished at 
their lack of knowledge in the common branches, considering 
the length of time they have studied them. We think the fault 
is not so much with the candidates as with the text-books used. 
The text is spread out over so much surface; so lumbered up 
with exceptions, remarks, and lengthy explanations; topics so 
treated to exhaustion; examples in Arithmetic, false Syntax, and 
questions in Geography multiplied almost to infinity, that the 
pupil becomes bewildered and discouraged. THe fails to separate 
the important from the unimportant. He reaps a small crop 
from a large field. The real pabulum of the mind is so 
much diluted that it fails to nourish and invigorate. The ideas 
are so many and multiform, that they get but half way into the 
mind, and are easily jolted out. The man who will epitomize 
our text-books, and put them into a digestible form, will immor- 
talize his own name, and confer an inestimable benefit on our 
rural districts. A majority of our youth complete their education 
in the district schools, and have the privilege of attending them 
only from three to six months in the year. They should have 
the privilege of cultivating a smaller farm, with less labor and 
better returns. | 

We would invite the attention of parents to one prevailing 
fault in our schools which is in their power to correct. We refer 
to the facility with which scholars can obtain notes from their 
parents, for absence, tardiness, and to leave school at recess. 
Two hundred of these notes accumulated in the desk of the High 
School during one term. We order them to be placed on file, 
that we may examine into their genuineness, and detect forgeries 
on the part of pupils. It is earnestly hoped that this evil will be 
abated. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


The High School at the Rock was taught three months in the 
Fall by one of the school committee, Mr. Elbridge Cushman. 
If his reputation as a teacher had not long since been established 
in town, the eminent success with which he conducted this 
school would have placed it beyond a doubt. There were thirty- 
seven scholars, about twenty of which were High-school scholars, 
and the remainder were considered as a preparatory class. 

The Summer term of the High School at the centre of the 
town was taught in the Academy by Mr. Cyrus A. Cole. A 
man of his calibre, attainments, enthusiasm, and skill in the 
business of teaching, will not be permitted to remain long 
undiscovered. He was invited to a more lucrative and interest- 
ing field of labor, and left us. The Fall term was taught by 
Mr. Chas. A. Smart, a recent graduate of Brown University, an 
excellent scholar, but without experience as a teacher. He 
declined to take the school for a second term. The Winter 
term of sixteen weeks was taught by Mr. 8. J. Dike, a graduate 
of Amherst College. Mr. Dike entered upon his labors with a 
well-matured mind, excellent scholarly attainments, some expe- 
rience as a teacher, rare executive ability, and with an earnest 
desire to advance his pupils in a thorough and exact knowledge 
of the studies pursued. With this view, and in order to render 
them self-reliant, he threw them very much upon their own 
resources, helping them only in their extremity, or rather helping 
them sufficiently to prevent discouragement in the labyrinths 
of science. His school is getting into good working condition. 
The markings for scholarship show a decided improvement 
during the last six weeks. Hach day’s task has to be accom- 
plished before the scholar can leave school for home. 

The average number of scholars has been forty. Besides the 
common English branches they have been instructed in Natural 
Philosophy, Chemistry, Algebra, Geometry, French, and Latin. 
The school has not attained to that high position which we had 
fondly hoped when it was established two years since. Our 
senior class has dwindled away, and the few members that 
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remain have not completed the studies which would entitle them 
to a diploma. They have studied Geometry and French longer 
than we had allotted to those studies, but were not sufficiently 
advanced in English Grammar, analysis, and parsing, to warrant 
their entering upon the subjects of Rhetoric and Logic. We 
hope they will remain in the school as past seniors, and finally 
take their diplomas. In determining the time and studies which 
should constitute a High-school course, your committee — being 
without practical experience — consulted a number of the best 
High-school reports, and selected what appeared most practical. 
It appeared to them that a three years’ course would be as long 
as students could be induced to remain. The studies were 
divided into Classical, English, and mixed, affording an oppor- 
tunity to fit for college, for the scientific schools, for teachers, 
and for practical business life. We have found it much easier 
to devise a beautiful plan on paper, than to carry out our ideas 
in practice. We confess to a great degree of disappointment, 
yet are not without hope of ultimate success. How to utilize 
this school and make it for the greatest good to the greatest 
number of scholars, and not injure its reputation and aspirations 
to become all that the law contemplates such schools to be, is a 
question we will try to solve. Admitting pupils to the High 
School at the ages we do, and with the qualifications, we are 
satisfied that they are not capable of grappling successfully with 
the studies prescribed for a three years’ course to qualify them 
to enter college or scientific schools, to become teachers, or for 
practical business life. Raise your standard for admission, says 
one. That would do if the whole town instead of a part would 
patronize the school, and thereby secure the requisite number of 
pupils. As it is, if we should require one more year in prepara- 
tion, our school would probably number twenty instead of forty 
members, thus prohibiting its advantages to the many. Increase 
the time, says another. In that case we think but few would 
remain long enough to graduate. While we would not discard 
the idea of a three years’ course, we would so modify it that 
pupils may receive their diplomas whenever they have completed 
the required curriculum of studies, whether it take them two, 
four, or more years. And further, to make the school useful to 
quite a large number of students who cannot remain but a year, 
or part of a year, and do not wish to pursue the advanced studies, 
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there should be open to them constantly a class in Geography, 
Arithmetic, Grammar, and perhaps History, with the privilege 
of reciting in any of the regular classes for which they may be 
qualified. 

The towns of this Commonwealth are fast becoming wide 
awake to the importance of their High Schools. There are now 
in the State 136 High Schools, supported according to law,—all 
but eight of the towns so required. Besides, 28 towns not required 
to support such schools have established them, and many towns 
support such a part of the year. The consequence is, that private 
schools and academies are yearly diminishing in number, and 
still more so in attendance. Popular free education is very 
properly becoming the motto of the State. In this town, at this 
time, it is highly important that a first-class High School 
should be liberally provided for. There is no institution in it 
except the High School where students can fit for college, 
or pursue an extended course of study. Its imperative need 
is a location, a pleasant room and surroundings, some apparatus, 
and to be restricted to one school for the whole town. It seems 
to the committee that the south part of the town are acting 
against their own interests when they advocate a school of 12 
weeks in that section, in preference to sending their children to a 
central school 40 or 42 weeks in each year. It is hoped they 
will avail themselves of the new law just enacted, allowing towns 
to transport scholars at the public expense. The children quali- 
fied to enter the High School should make it their business to 
study the year round; they are comparatively fit for nothing 
else, and should they neglect their privileges at this time it 
would be a matter of regret to them through life. We would 
suggest that the town authorize the school committee to pay a 
certain sum for the transportation of scholars. 
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aes 
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SUMMER, Mth. Day. 
Julia Mo-Tinkham.<..-cccsccscsices MT es se odie 3010 
Cavrig. WecSOuUle ccc Hee vecleecoes Wena te’ 6u's oa 4 
TAzzie. CODDiels cain clea ae ore oat acl deidaicls Ha esses Se LS 
Debora Gisby..--+.-++4- Sia = SIE Meine aisha ase ed 3 10 
Laura M. Darling....ccecsescesccccccecccecs 3 
GTA Dee PALL Ol od stele ssekowioricle ce ctele eratottlararer ater elev ele Se 
Hannah H. Morton...... PPR PRED a ope ree 3 
PHebsrAWAldensascietwadéoes tees deeds wageree yal 
Hannah J. A. Atwood 22.22.2020 cka/ecptaret ced 4 
Betsey S. Perkins. ........sescccsccccccccvecs 3 
Abbie T. Barrows....... ate Pu ae cleteat ce ce cures 3 
APOUCE Ar sitll. oh avo ce: vahitvied Rial e cee did wa ewe 3 
Isabel G. Young «---ccescccccccscccsccscccee 8 
Georgiana Wich soc cee ccc w ec dec wet ae wc we Coe’ 8 
Ella S. Thompson... cece cesssceccceesvccvace 3.15 
Sarah E. Thayer... ccccecccccrcccscccccccs 8 15 
UGUTATI AY Laer IMILIh se chsieterets clic aa revelers e etalahele srersie e 3 
Angie M. Quincy......sseceseerececsccccecss 3 
Ella A. Keith. c.ccescoce rise heh REPU AE Ce rey 3 
REMEAZZIC ANGTCWR: coerce ce teeeducccscPausius Hach 
Pannies Ts RGading ssa cleteiteln aeice nes te tic chet va 3 
W. Emma Thompson.. «e-+ sess es eeeeeere cee 5 
WINTER. 
Bite Tapes POLI Siewnce neias «4k,» sine’ ae-tatalaee 2 10 
Mr. E. T. Pratt .........-. POE MERE nek! 2 10 
MYPPPOnIPlerntdi ets sc cctoreccieccsedeadved 
Mere io Cornipibes ss vk a hors nn wee ataweae 2 10 
GEOR RIG SIGE a tvs oie oc site nino 6.44 aipicle els masineee B15 
EAUTA MEN VATUN GE fares ous oWasclccsussacaseeces 8 10 
West De Carriage skies a osiss s EY alee a 2 10 
Vetta cP rT ler cara cin's i hoi dole ele Rhaulaa cain sis 3 
Phebe A. Alden......- PPA OLA Ppa ia 9 ong ‘2 10 
Hannah) Ag Atwood «os aiece.ss wtalcete nes « jug e 
Helen Harlow ....-.+--ee. oil ges eahare tiga se 6 ; Q 2 
Elbridge GivAthearn: sé 056s 0 siecamccnrvencvs 3 
Horace. Te Atwoithesacd vs ome ceathane asec oe es 3 
M. Jennie Bassett....... Mea aite ae Men's gece « 3 
Trene: Ae Simithy o 7 ca uidede caesar er. cee eelec es 3 
Bibridge Cushman ease «ccs ates «ose bec a's « 3 
Mary E. Thompson «2-2. .sceccescccncccccvece 2 12 
Mattie W. Morton......... EEA eid ba wae 8. 10 
Wr ities. Catll div ecaradeecacmate oti nec che ce as 3 
John A. Coffitnecs:cccccece BEER REeES 1 
John F. Montgomery...--- +... seeveeecees ; 2 
Ella A. Keith..... EF OOO fo Pe ET POCO OL 4 
DES Vilzele ANGLOWE (hay v4 80 60 va vanes cede asies 8 10 
Caroline E. Weston.....-. ee Fe rr oer 3 
Warren Hi Soathwrthi sdavlicnde pecs os cBis'ee ss 3 





Wages per month. 


$24.00 
24.00 
24.00 
28.00 
16.00 
24.00 
20.00 
24.00 
18.00 
26.00 
20.00 
23.00 
26.00 
20.00 
20.00 
26.00 
24.00 
28.00 
24.00 
24.00 
20.00 
26.00 


30.00 
42.00 


44.00 


28.00 
16.00 
44.00 
26.00 
31.00 
22.00 
27.00 
50.00 
37.00 
40.00 
30.00 
50.00 
26.00 
26.00 
50.00 
46.00 
60.00 
24.00 
24.00 
24.00 
40.00 


No. of Scholars in 
the School. 
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ae bye ear 
aa S Dee 
4 - va 
First PRIMARY. Mth. Day. 
TIT OPar sins bs hess oe ore C's 2 10 |$ 99 
Mary L. Tinkham < Fall.........-.....eee00- 3 29.00 | 110 
Wy ANiCOLbehcsios o's alc nteis eee oe sig 109: 
Seconp PRIMARY. 
TTITITGT cera iictes «Wind 2 ae oo 54 
Lydia S. Robinson ¢ Fall ......--.-.-.--2 +e 3 29.00 | 50: 
BIC GMVATIEOT wie esha wie elle Gtsie'S j0'a'm nce tee ya 49 
THIRD PRIMARY. 
Harriet C. Barden C Summer <«....---.cc sees ae i 65. 
st &e MAILS Sao Gk atte hel cen eM ae 3 29.00 63 
Angie M. Quincy ( Winter...............--. Mca i) 64 
GRAMMAR. | 
John C. Sullivan SUMIMET os ecieteic acces wee o's | 2 10 | 75.00 54 
6¢ “6 Ball oc cicts als lees cede cletcte ortrs 8 75.00 53 
Harriet C. Barden € Winter. »+. 00 ssersccecccss 8 10 | 40.00 55 
E. W. DRAKE, School Committee 


A. H. SOULE, 
ELBRIDGE CUSHMAN, 








of 
Middleboro’. 


REPORT 


OF THE RECHIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 


TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 


For the Year ending June Ist, 1869. 
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Report of the Town Treasurer and Collector. 


C. B. Woop, in account with the Town. 


Dr. 


To Cash on hand, from old account, $3,098.34 


‘¢ Unpaid Taxes in bills of 1864, $1.21; 1865, $1.62; 


1866, $30.63 ; 1867, $439.08, 472.54 
‘* Cash of Thomas Joseph, for tax, 1.60 
< “© for town maps, 1.00 
s¢ 6¢ ~~ of Selectmen, for fish, 521.22 
oS pel LLnL ee eat e. 600.00 
« 6% 6of Geo. C. Tinkham, on account of liquor sold, 55.26 
cn tt Sof A eh bishop, * 100.00 
s¢ 6% )©6of Arnold Leach, 1,250.00 
ec 6 of J. H. Bisbee, 100.00 
s¢ ss) 6Uof L. S. Morse, for tax, Ne 1.90 


© <6) 6of State Treasurer, on account of corporation tax, 1,791.78 
“ «” of State Treasurer, on account of state aid, 3,500.00 


“¢ «of State Treasurer, town’s proportion of Mas- 
sachusetts School Fund, 


246.99 





Amount carried forward, $12,240.68 


Amount brought forward, 


$12,240.63 


To cash of State Treasurer, on account of corporation 


tax for 1867, &c., 
of I. Clark, for old plank, 
of L. Mason, for peddler’s license, 


10.96 
2.00 
10.00 


of Geo. Soule and others, for school District No. 18, 130.50 


of H. Tillson, for license, 

of I. H. Sears, surveyor, 

of Allen Pratt, for tax, 

of William O. Cornish, 

of Simeon Coombs, 

of Thomas Wood, 

of Benjamin P. Wood, 

of Thomas M. Le Barron, 

of Circus license, 

received for summonses and interest, 


Amount of tax bills committed for 1868, 


Cr. 


By Cash paid School orders, 


66 


66 


66 


paid Selectmen’s orders, 

paid Auditor’s orders, 

paid Overseers of the Poor’s orders, 
paid Assessors’ orders, 

paid Notes and Interest, 

paid State Aid, 

paid Miscellaneous, 


Discount on Taxes, 
Cash on hand June 1, 1869, 


J. M. 
R. W. 
G. M. 


SCHOOL ORDERS. 


District No. 1. 


Tinkham, 
Perkins, 
L 


each, 


Amount carried forward, 


10.00 
64 

2.00 
150.00 
384.00 
600.00 
200.00 
350.00 
10.00 
41.44 
81,676.21 


—_— 


$45,818.38 





$6,426.86 
2,217.30 
2,853.97 
8,025.53 
12.91 
12,699.25 
2,373.70 
11,827.70 
2,914.72 
1,466.44 


ee 


$45,818.88 





$84.00 
75.00 


9.25 $168.25 


$168.25 


Amount brought forward, 


C. E. Soule, 


J. & W. C. Swift, 


EK. T. Pratt, 


Lizzie Cobb, 

J. P. Sparrow, 
N. Sherman, 

L. Bryant, 
W.D. Cornish, 


D. Gisbey, 
Warren Wood, 
Georgie Calif, 


L. M. Darling, 
L. Leonard, 


L. J. Parker, 


District No. 2. 


District No. 3. 


District No. 4. 


District No. 5. 


District No. 6. 


Thomas J. Wood’s estate, 


W. D. Cornish, 


H. H. Morton, 
Etta P. Alden, 


P. A. Alden, 
P. A. Alden, 


Thomas Cobb, 


DIsTRICT No. {i 


District No. 8. 


Distrricr No. 9. 


District No. 10. 


District No. 11. 


Amount carried forward, 


$64.00 
52.00 
70.00 


$90.00 
18.00 
52.50 
25.50 
33.00 


$98.00 
27.37 
77.00 


$104.00 
6.00 


$84.00 
11.82 
110.00 


$30.00 
58.00 


$86.40 © 


§3.60 


$78.00 
10.00 
150.00 


$60.00 
75.00 
49.00 


$168.25 


166.00 


219.00» 


238.00 


184.00 


$1,771.44 


Amount brought forward, 


District No. 


-P. A. Smith, 
A. Kk. Bishop, 
J. Tinkham, 
S. Ryder, 

M. J. Bassett, 


Districr No. 


I. G. Young, 
J. Q. Morton, 
J. A. Smith, 


District No. 


G. Rich, 
A. A. Bisbee, 
E. Cushman, 


District No. 


E. 8. Thompson, 
Thomas Darling, 
M. E. Thompson, 


District No. 


Ss 
EK. Cushman, 
M. W. Morton, 


Districr No. 


L 

D. J. Westgate, 
W. A. Cottle, 
H. Barrows, 


District No. 


Samuel Pickens, 

L. S. Robinson, 
J.C. Sullivan, 
James O’Donnel, 
H. C. Barden, 

M. L. Tinkham, 

P. H. Peirce & Co., 
Henry Case, 

K. A. Shaw, 

K. Hunt, 


Amounts carried forward, 


15 


13. 


14, 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


$1,771.44 


$70.68 
5.04 
4.64 
12.00 
120.00 212.86 


$78.00 
14.50 
96.00 188.50 


$60.00 
17.89 
150.00 227.85 


$75.00 
3.25 
66.30 144.55 


$71.50 
10.00 
127.00 208.50 


$72.00 

2.50 

150.00’ 
11.26 235.76 


$27.46 
253.75 
412.50 
10.50 
299.50 
261.00 
76 
1.80 
43.12 
18.62 


ooo aa ee 


$1,829.01 $2,989.46 


io, 


Amounts brought forward, 


C. Morse, 

A. M. Quincy, 
J. L. Jenney, 
H. G. Case, 
E. Tinkham, 


A. M. Quincy, 

S. H. Murdock, 

J. L. Coffin, 

J. K. Cushman, 

J. I’. Montgomery, 


Mrs. Charles White, 


James G. Cushman, 


E. A. Keith, 
J. A. Keith, 


M. L. Andrews, 
J. Andrews, 


I. L. Redding, 
J. C. Reed, 
C. E. Weston, 


W. H. Southworth, 


C. A. Cole, 
E. Cushman, 
C. W. Drake, 
C. H. Smart, 
Abiel Wood, 
E. A. Shaw, 
E. Tinkham, 
S. J. Dyke, 

I. H. Harlow, 
H. S. Drake, 


District No. 


Districr No. 


District No. 


District No. 


District No. 


19. 


22. 


23. 


Hicu ScHOoo.L. 


4.81 
94.25 
3.58 
18.50 
3.00 


$84.00 
5.50 
28.00 
6.00 
120.00 
18.00 
9.00 


$168.00 
10.25 


$162.00 
10.75 


$60.00 
9.75 
72.00 


$275.00 
225.00 
26.00 
225.00 
5.00 
5.50 
13.50 
360.00 
44.00 
7.00 


$1,329.01 $2,989.46 


1,453.15 


270.50 


178.25 


172.75 


141.75 


35.00 


1,186.00 


$6,426.86 


6 
SELECTMEN’S ORDERS. 


J.B. & J. Shaw, tax books and blanks, 

William R. Peirce, cement pipes, 

Sidney Tucker, office rent, 1867--8, 

Treasurer of the Reform School, Westborough, H. F. 
Wrightington, 

J. C. Bump, damage done his ox by falling through bridge, 

Nathaniel Shurtleff, 2d, repairing roads and bridges, 

B. P. Wood, repairing highway, 

J. M. Eddy, work on highway, 

J. M. Eddy, work on highway, 

L. F. Tinkham, work on highway, 

Andrew C. Wood, work on Station street, 

Thomas Washburn, work on highway, 

M. Rounseville, work on bridge, 

Ira Smith, work on bridge, 

W. R. P. Washburn, work on highway, 

A. Covington, work on River street, 

F. S. Thompson, work on Precinct street, 

B..S. & Washburn, changing fishway, &c., &c., 

Charles Soule, repairing bridges at Oliver’s works, 

A. G. Pratt, repairing Pratt’s bridge, 

A. C. Wood, work on Station street, 

W. B. White, work on bridge and highway, 

S. Hinckley, building road near H. Clark’s, 

S. W. Clark, repairing bridge, 

A. C. Wood, work on Station street and repairing bridge, 

George W. Wood, work on highway, 

E. C. Shaw, work on highway, 

William R. Peirce, work on North street, 

Thomas Smith, railing over brook, 

Albert Alden, damage of carriage, &c., 

S. Tucker, office rent, 1868-9, 

Wm. B. White, work on highway, 

Town of Lakeville’s proportion of fish money for 1868, 


$20.28 
74,71 
36.00 


16.93 
25.00 
76.76 
38.07 
6:40 
3.00 
3.79 
300.00 
2.40 
11.20 
9.09 
3.00 
36.00 
144.59 
200.00 
27.02 
16.95 


100.00 


8.75 
390.00 
6.54 
94.37 
3.30 
1.80 
270.39 
2.00 
59.14 
36.00 
13.00 
179.86 


ee 


$2,217.30 


ASSESSORS’ ORDERS. 


Edwin Holmes, “ 
James Foley, 


AUDITOR’S ORDERS. 


* Snow Bills. — 


*Wilson Shaw, 
*Samuel Cushman, 
M. Alden, 

Joshua M. Eddy, 
E. W. Drake, 

*G. Bennett, 

*C. C. Tinkham, 
*Leonard Driggs, 
*Reuel Thompson, 
James Cole, Jr., 
*Seneca R. Thomas, 
*D. J. Westgate, 
E. Cushman, 
*Thomas Weston, 
*Sanford Weston, 
*Loranus Atwood, 
S. Hinckley, 
Ichabod F. Atwood, 
* William Washburn, 
*Lorin Bryant, 
*John Tinkham, 
Eliab Ward, 
*Henry Bowen, 
*William F. Davis, 
*J. P. Morse, 
*E,.W. Cole, 

*T, N, Vaughan, 
*J, C. Perkins, 
George Soule, 
*John Clark, 


Amount carried forward, 


q 


$14.21 
21.64 
5.24 
66.25 
65.40 
40.87 
51.82 
28.70 
19.48 
19.80 
116.29 
67.00 
19.50 
28.11 
31.49 
18.40 
38.00 
8.75 
63.83 
4,87 
77.00 
7.00 
6.37 
10.20 
53.11 
16.25 

~ 188.75 
47.36 
35.00 
57.99 





—_—_—— 


$1,228,68 


Amount brought forward, 
* Arad Bryant, 
Pratt & Hasty, 
Joseph T. Wood, 
*S. M. Pratt, 
*L. B. Paty, 
* Augustus Pratt, 
Augustus Pratt, 
J. 8. Barden, 
*Jared Pratt, 
Thomas Smith, 
C. B. Wood, 
*Thomas Darling, 
*Luther W. Savery, 
*K. Thompson, 
*Ira Bryant, 
*William C. Swift, 
*William F. Atwood, 
A. H. Soule, 
*D. C. Vaughan, 
*J. W. Reed, 
*Samuel White, 
*Joseph Tinkham, 
Z. L. Clark, 
PAG. bratt, 
*J.S. Benson, 
*S. F. W. Atwood, 
A. C. Wood, 
*Wm. B. White, 
*L. EF. Tinkham, 
*H. A. Haselton, 
*A. K. Bishop, 
¥*L. Leonard, 
*Darius Smith, 
E. 8. Hill, 
* J.T. Cornish, 
*R. Gibbs, 


Amount carried Jorward, 


$1,228.68 
2.62 
144.65 
153.05 
12.37 
69.37 
14.25 
5.00 
9.50 
79.24 
133.12 
8.80 
17.00 
93.15 
62.00 
7.05 
85.99 
100.78 
49.12 
76.91 
5.75 
15.75 
50.14 
1.50 
16.25 
33.40 
19.62 
4.00 
5.00 
18.50 
11.50 
16.25 
4,50 
14.75 
27.50 
13.00 
47.49 


$2,657.65 





Amount brought forward, $2,657.65 





*H, N. Thomas, 6.50 
*H. F. Maxim, 20.57 
*George W. Wood, 20.37 
*John B. Cobb, : 73.71 
*Wm. B. White, 20.45 
*E. Belle, 2.50 
J. C. Perkins, , 9.25 
*R. Waldron, 17.62 
*L. H. Holmes, 12.75 
Tsaac Clark, 2.80 
George S. Cobb, 10.00 
$2,853.97 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
J.B. & J. Shaw, $4.27 
Express matter, 3.80 
C. B. Wood, bill recording marriages, birtile and deaths 
in 1867, 41.05 
C. B. Wood, services as town treasurer and collector, 
by vote of the town, 450.00 
County tax, 2,528.87 
A. L. Tinkham, postage stamps, 7.89 
State tax, 4,880.00 
State Treasurer, on account of liquor sold, 27.63 
K. Jarvis, : 80 
Mr. Carpenter, fixing safe, , 29 
Half ream paper, 1.00 
City Clerk of Taunton, for certificate, . 25 
George Soule’s bill, return of deaths, 7.30 
C. B:, Wood’s bill, recording marriages, births and deaths 
in 1868, 43.60 
J. L. Shorey’s bill of books, . 126.14 
J. Coombs’ bill, school reports, 40.00 
Deed of Washburn lot for town hall, 3,000.00 
J.B. & J. Shaw’s bill, 1.63 
Nine hawks’ heads, 4.50 
Fifty-four woodchucks, 10.80 


$11,179.78 


STATE AID 


Parp FRoM May 1, 1868, To May 1, 1869. 


Ichabod F. Atwood, 
Stillman Benson, Q 
Catherine Chamberlain, 
Sarah A. Churchill, 
Horace M. Clark, 
Thomas S. Ellis, 
Peter Fagan, 

Thomas G. Gammons, 
Armenia Hall, 
Elizabeth Hathaway, 
Harrison Haskins, 
Priscilla W. Mitchell, 
Isaac E. Macomber, 
Charles C. Mellen, 
Hannah S. Raymond, © 
C. C. Smith, 

Thomas F. Shaw, 
Henry Shaw, 

William B. Shaw, 
Valaria A. Simmons, 
Deborah Spooner, 
Elizabeth Sampson, 
Sarah A. Tinkham, 
Asaph Wrightington, 
Eliza J. Wood, 

H. F. Washburn, 

G. H. F. Cushman, 
Caroline Ryerson, 
Henry F. Pope, 
Henry Arnold, 
Marcus Bumpus, 
Thomas P. Wetherbee, 
Jared Alden, 

Stillman Benson, 


Amount carried forward, 
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$40.00 
56.00 
96.00 
96.00 
7.38 
96.00 
168.00 
63.00 
96.00 
96.00 
36.00 
96.00 
120.00 
54.00 
48.00 
54.00 
36.00 
48.00 
54.00 
96.00 
27.87 
4.00 
96.00 
36.00 
68.00 
49.50 
40.00 
104.00 
36.00 
44.00 
30.00 
36.00 
48.00 
96.00 


$2,171.70 
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Amount brought forward, * | $2,171.70 
John S. Atwood, 75.00 
Artemas Morse, 48.00 
Ellen Wilbur, 40.00 
Earl T. Smith, 39.00 

$2,373.70 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 
JUNE 1, 1869. 


Treasurer’s and Selectmen’s notes.and interest, $8,909.79 
ASSETS. 
Taxes due, $319.67 
State Aid, due from State, 4,445.57 
Cash on hand, 1,466.44 6,231.68 
Balance of liabilities, $2,678.11 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR: 


For THE YEAR ENDING witH Marcu 97n, 1869. 


The whole amount of money ordered from the town 





treasury for the year, $3,126.24 
Received for calf $12.75, oxen $207.06, $219.81 
Received for hide $5.76, turkeys $22.20, 27.96 
Received for potatoes, turnips, oats, &c., 118.54 

366.31 

Received from town of Acushnet, on account of 

Mrs. Skiff, $2.00 
Received from S. Hinckley, on account of 

Mrs. Lee, 85.00 
Received from city of Fall River, on account 

of Mrs. Rockwood, 50.00 137.00 





$3,629.55 


12 
Paid out as follows, viz. : 


For support of paupers in Alms-house, $1,181.12 
Out of the Alms-house and in town to the following 
persons and families: 


' Emerson P. Morse, $78.00 
Mrs. James E. Richmond, 96.01 
James D. Reed, 7 75.00 
Betsey C. Cobb, 23.50 
Mrs. Melissa J. Peirce, ESE 
Daniel Cobb, 45.00 
Mrs. Joseph Standish, 19.86 
Stephen Gammons, 38.00 
Mrs. Levi Raymond, Pal 50 
Mrs. M. Bell, 19.50 
Mrs. Andrew J. Reed, 34.00 
Mrs. Levi Chase, 15.28 
Standish Ryder, for his daughter, 24.00 
William O. Barrows, for Charles A. Avery, 26.00 
Mrs. Ellen M. Croucher, 53.50 
Stillman B. Morse, 24.46 
Mrs. Phebe A. Lockwood, 50.00 
Mrs. Wybra Weeks, 3.00 
Joseph Kezhig, 4.60 648.70 


Paid out of town as follows : 
Town of Fairhaven, for Sarah M. Raymond and 


E. Holmes, $85.25 
Town of Plymouth, for Mrs. Morehead, 68.50 
k. Adams, for Mrs. Morehead, 15.00 
Z. L. Britton, for Sally M. Cobb, 35.25 
Town of South Hadley, for Alonzo Thomas, 42.00 
Town of Sutton, for Mrs. Louisa Lee, 47.50 
Mr. Stephen Harlow, for Mrs. Mary Shaw, 23.00 


City of Boston, for Mrs. Peabody and Mrs. Doran, 32.10 348.60 


Lunatic Hospital, Taunton : 


For Gideon Perkins, $185.80 
For Harriet Elmes, 196.98 
For Thomas J. Shaw, ° 199.25 
For Thomas Gisby, Jr., 127.35 709.38 


ene 


Amount carried forward, $2,887.80 
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Amount brought forward, 
S. Hinckley, expenses to Sutton, 
S. Hinckley, expenses to South Hadley, 
S. Hinckley, for yoke of oxen, 
P. Penniman, lodging four boys, 


For moving and repairing buildings: 


S. T. Nelson, for shingles, 
H. N. Wilbur, bill for work, 
Eliab Wood, bill for work, 

_ Two kegs nails, 


Dr. J. H. Sherman, services as physician, 
Mr. Thomas M. Le Baron and wife, services as 
Superintendent for one year, 


Whole number in Alms-house during the year, 
Of which number 86 were transient. 

Remaining the whole time, 

Present number in Alms-house, 

Whole number of weeks for one person, 

Of which number were transient, 

Average number for the year about 


$54.25 
78.62 
12.00 
13.50 


$40.00 


400.00 


$2.887.80 


‘143.38 


158.37 


440.00 


— 


$3,629.55 





Average expense per week, excluding interest on farm and 


salaries, about 


Average expense per week, including interest on farm and 


salaries, about 


There was one death during the year, viz.: Mr. Livy Morton, 


who died April 14th, 1868, aged 70 years. 
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VALUATION OF PROPERTY. 





March, 1869, real estate, $3,800.00 

Personal estate, 1,683.50 $5,483.50 
March, 1868, real estate, 3,080.00 

Personal estate, 1,590.00 4,970.00 
Excess over last year, $513.50 


For the Overseers of the Poor, 


C. B. WOOD, one of said Overseers. 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN, 


To whom was referred the matter of taking and disposing of the 
Fish for the year 1868. 


Whole number caught at the Lower Weir, 37,787 





Whole number caught at the Upper Weir, 36,419 
74,206 

Sold at the Lower Weir, 21,662, which brought $414.04 
Sold at the Upper Weir, 30,019, a # 430.48 
Delivered Widows, 22,075, a $1.633, 360.55 
Delivered Town, 450.0) “a 1,682, 7.35 
74,206 $1,212.42 


Received from the following towns : 


Fall River, $10.00; Freetown, $10.00; Berkley, $20.00; 
Somerset, $20; Dighton, $20.00; Taunton, $30.00; 
Raynham, $20.00. 130.00 


$1,342.42 
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Amount brought forward, $1,842.42 
Paid Bills and Expenses as follows, viz. : 
For baskets, nets, and twine, $11.00 
E. A. Harlow’s bill, 95.75 
J. M. Eddy, 2.50 
J. H. Waterman, 104.00 ~ 
A. C. Vaughan, 5.00 — 
J. T. Wood, 18.50 
Boxes and lines, .90 
E. Robinson, 12.00 
William H. Vaughan, 3,00 
S. Hinckley, 42.00 
Thomas Smith, 3.00 
T. A. Pratt, 3.50 
Mrs. King, 386.60 = 
J.C. Perkins, 8.25 
C. B. Wood, 5.00 
J. H. Bisbee, 98.82 
Mrs. E. Sprout, 3.00 
Postage, 42,0.» 453.30 
$889.12 
Lakeville’s proportion, $179.86 
Middleborough’s proportion, 709.26 
$889.12 


JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen of 
THOMAS SMITH, Middleborough. 





ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 


FOR THE YEAR 1869-70. 


MIDDLEBOROUGH: 
JAMES M. COOMBS, Jr. 
1870. 
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT. , 


The sum appropriated the last year for common schools, 





was $5,000.00° 
From State School Fund, ype 
Total, $5,352.33 
This sum has been expended as follows: 
District No. 1, Julia W. Cobb, teaching, $214.50 
Jacob Atwood, wood, 2.50 
Otis Soule, wood, 2.00 
George W. Soule, Sawing and housing, 1.50 
George W. Soule, janitor’s bill, 93.25. $223.73) 
District No. 2, Carrie E. Soule, teaching, $214.50. 
William C. Swift, wood, sawing and 
housing, 12.00 
John Morse, janitor’s bill, 3.25 $229.75 
District No. 83, W. Anna Harding, teaching, $217.75 
Ira Shaw, wood, 4.50 
Samuel Sparrow, sawing and housing, 1.75 
Samuel Sparrow, janitor’s bill, 3.25 $227.25 
District No. 4, Deborah Gisby, teaching, $214.00 
Joseph L. Peén, wood, sawing and housing, 21.20 $235.20 
District No. 5, Lucy Pickens, teaching, $50.00 
Mary J. King, teaching, 110.00 
Wood bill not presented, estimated 6.00 $166.00 
District No. 6, Lida J. Parker, teaching, $214.50 
Seth Dean, wood, sawing and housing, 11.25 
Reuel Thompson, wood, sawing and housing, 2.75 
W. Ramsdell, janitor’s bill, 3.25 $231.75 


District No. 7, no school. 
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District No. 8, Ella Thompson, teaching, $88.40 
E. F. Coffin, teaching, 29.90 
Lucia A. Thompson, teaching, 93.80 
Arad Thomas, wood, sawing and housing, 5.90 
Frank Standish, janitor’s bill, 3.20 

District No. 9, no school. 

District No. 10. Abby T. Barrows, teaching, $90.00 
Albert Thomas, teaching, 70.00 
J. F. Atwood, teaching, 87.50 
Nathaniel Shurtleff, wood, 9,00 
Linus Hall, sawing and housing wood, 2.25 
Edgar Hatch, janitor’s bill, 1.75 

District No. 11, Lillie Clark, teaching, $60.00 
Abby T. Barrows, teaching, 106.25 
Ellen Harlow, teaching, 18.00 
Nathaniel Shurtleff, wood, 9.00 
George Atwood, janitor’s bill, 2.25 

District No. 12, Susa O. Thomas, teaching, $91.00 
Lurana Smith, teaching, 133.00 
Samuel W. Ryder, wood, 6.80 
John Larry, sawing and housing wood, 2.79 

District No. 13, Irene A. Smith, teaching, $224.00 
Nathaniel Shurtleff, wood, 9.00 
Henry Smith, sawing wood, 2.25 
Rock Steam Mill bill not presented, 


District No. 14, Hannah H. Morton, teaching, $75.00 


Elijah B. Gammons, teaching, 119.00 
Nathaniel Shurtleff, wood, 9.00 
Everett Gibbs, sawing and housing wood, —_ 2.25 


District No. 15, Mary E. Thompson, teaching, $114.00 


Ella Thompson, teaching, _ 84.50 
Asaph Wood, wood, sawing and housing, 10.00 
Tra Tinkham, janitor’s bill, 3.25 


District No. 16, Mattie W. Morton, teaching, $208.00 


A. Wood, wood, 4.50 
E. Cushman, wood, 35 
Isaac Wood, sawing and housing wood, 2.50 
District No. 17, Julia G. Norton, teaching, $224.00 
A. Wood, wood, 4.50 
KE. Sherman, wood, sawing and housing, 8.25 
E. Cushman, wood, 2.25 


$220.85 


$260.50 


$195.50 


$233.55 


$235.25 


$205.25 


$211.75 


$217.25 


$239.00 


fed | 


District No. 18, Harriet C. Borden, teaching, $320.00 


Lydia Robinson, teaching, 240.00 

Flora Pratt, teaching, 67.50 

Georgia Rich, teaching, 160.00 

Mary J. Tinkham, teaching, 240.00 

Charles Shockley, wood, (12.00 

Matthew H. Cushing, wood, 6.30 

Nathaniel Shurtleff, wood, 29.0050 te 

E. Hunt, sawing and housing wood, 16.31 

E. Tinkham, wood, 9.00 

J.T. Wood, wood, 2.00 

Abiel Gibbs, sawing and housing wood, 2.12 

Henry Case, janitor’s bill, . . 12,00 $1,109.28 
District No. 19, Fanny K. Pratt, teaching, $140.00 

E. Cushman, teaching, 150.00 

J. G. Cushman, wood, sawing and housing, 23.00 

G. W. White, janitor’s bill, 6.00 $319.00 
District No. 20, Anna D. Pratt, teaching, * $104.50 

Lillie Clark, teaching, 81.25 

Daniel Alden, wood, sawing and housing, 17.00 $202.75 
District No. 21, Ella A. Keith, teaching, $176.00 

Daniel Alden, wood, sawing and housing, 17.00 

Jason Raymond, janitor’s bill, | 2.75 $195.75 
District No. 22, Caroline E. Weston, teaching, $176.00 

Daniel Alden, wood, sawing and housing, 17.00 


RECAPITULATION. 
District: Nos 1, $223.75 
No. 2, 929.75 
No. 3, pees 
IN Osa 4, 235.20 
IND. 305 166.00 
No. 6, 231.75 
NOs es 220.85 
No. 10, 260.50 
No. 11, » + 195.50 
No? 12: 233.55 
No. 13, 235.25 
No. 14, 205.25 
No. 15, 211.75 


No. 16, 217.25 


$193.00 


q 
{ 
? 


District No. 17, 2389.00 
No. 18, 1,109.23 
No. 19, 319.00 
No. 20, 202.75 
No. 21, 195.75 
No. 22, 193.00 
‘Total, | $5,352.33, 
The High School appropriation was $1,950.00, 
This has been expended as follows: 
Henry Dame, teaching, $250.00 - 
G. Francis Robinson, teaching, 850.00 
Eben C. Shaw, fuel, ~ 40.06 
C. H. White, janitor’s bill, 5.00 
H. K. Braley, janitor’s bill, 15.00 
H. K. Braley, sawing wood and housing, 11.95 
Clement D. Bartlett, janitor’s bill, 15.50 $1,187.51 
Rock School, E. Cushman, teaching, $262.50 
A. Parker, janitor’s bill, | - 5.00 
H. Smith, sawing wood, sO Dem 
J. Q. Morton, wood, 1.50 269,62 
Latin School at Titicut, | ; 
H. L. Edwards, teaching, _ $165.00 
H. L. Edwards, wood, 12.52 177.52 
Total amount expended for High school instruction, $1,634.65 — 
Which leaves unexpended $315.35 
The contingent fund appropriated was $500.00 
This has been expended as follows: 
Loring Bryant, glazing houses Nos. 2 and 3, ‘ $1.25 
* Mrs. Otis Standish, cleaning house No. 8, 2.00 
Mrs. A. T. Barrows, cleaning, lock, chair, dipper, and 
broom, . 4.88 
Jared Pratt, cleaning No. 20, 92 
E. A. Keith, cleaning and curtains No. 21, 2.75 
Caroline E. Weston, No. 22, dipper, 43 
Mrs. Thomas Gisby, cleaning house No. 3, . 1.15 
L. Driggs, glazing, 2.50 
F. E. Wood, glazing and painting No. 18, 14.19 


H. W. Vaughn, mason work, ; 23.57 


C. H. Carpenter, clocks, 9.50 








John Thomas, cleaning house No. 11, 1.00" 4 

Repairs No. 138, 1,75 ; 
Joseph Tinkham, repairs No. 10, 27.40 
J. H. Hammet, blackboard erasers, 5.00 
G. F. Robinson, chalk, 40 
C. E. Soule, cleaning No. 2, 2.00 
I. E. Wood, setting glass and painting, 5.28 
A. H. Soule, maps, No. 1, 4,00 
L. E. Coffin, repairs No. 6, 3.00 
M. H. Cushing, broom, 60 
H. H. Coombs for use of well, 4.00 
Carrie E. Weston, broom, 08 
Carrie E. Weston, glass, 40 
Blackboard and house paper, No. 16, 12.75 
George H. Doane, . 43.18 
G. W. Barrows, glazing, No. 14, 4.00 
B. L. Boomer, setting glass, No. 4, 2.50 
W. Tobey, No. 19, repairs, 4.00 
Harrison Vaughn, mason work, No. 8, 2.00 
Oliver Eaton, repairs No. 21, 2.40 
White & Hooper, curtains and dipper, 1.08 
EK. Cushman, window, No. 14, 75 
D. Larry, repairs No. 18, 1.00 
E. Cushman, repairs No. 16, 1.00 
“William Wilbur, repairs No. 16, 14.00 
J. Robbins, cleaning No. 13, hae i 2.50 
G. Sisson, cleaning No. 17, 2.50 
Miss Sisson, cleaning No. 16, 1.50 
KE. A. Keith, cleaning No. 21, 25 
Albert Wood, cleaning No. 6, : .20) 
Sarah Leonard, cleaning No. 1, 2.00 
Loring Bryant, repairs No. 3, 79 
I. F. Atwood, sundries, 2.27 
C. E. Washburn, mason bill, No. 18, 33.75 
Rent of Academy, 3 quarters, 225.00 

Total, . $467.93 ° 

There are also other bills not yet presented estimated 

at about 30.00 
$497.93 
Town’s portion of State school fund Jan..1,1870,was $432.72 
Appropriated to common schools, 352.33 





Leaving balance to be applied to other bills, ~ $80.39 


The common schools have been kept eight months dur- 
ing the year, and the wages of the different teachers have 
been given heretofore. It will be seen that as a whole 
they are much less than generally paid elsewhere. A 
town with a population so scattered as ours will be com- 
pelled to make larger appropriations for school purposes 
to realize the same results, than one more compact in popu- 
lation. The committee, the first year that the schools by 
the abolition of the district system were placed in their 
hands, have not felt disposed to make any radical change 
in the ancient order of things. Yet it seems that the 
number of schools kept might be diminished with good 
results, both to the welfare of the schools and the pecu- 
niary interests of the town. ‘The schools twenty, twenty- 
one and twenty-two, had the past year, taking the whole 
number of scholars in attendance during one term, but 
sixty-three, while the average attendance was considera- 
bly less. Your committee recommend.a new location of 
the houses of these districts, so that hereafter two schools 
will take the place of the three heretofore maintained. 
They further recommend the consolidation of districts five 
and fifteen, and the erection of a new house near the resi- 
dence of Arad Covington, which will accommodate with rea- 
sonable convenience most of the scholars of both districts, 
while such as would be too far from this location could 
avail themselves of nearer schools. 

In district number seven-there were but four pupils, 
and therefore the committee did not think it expedient to 
keep any school in that district. The committee think it 
advisable when a new house is built in number eight to so 
locate it as to accommodate districts seven and eight. 
Other similar changes will probably from time to time be 
suggested to the committee or to the citizens of the town. 
The committee think that the advantages of merging 
schools of from five to fifteen or twenty scholars in larger 


ones are too obvious to need any comment, and with the 
new law in regard to transportation, the question of dis- 
tance need not prove an insuperable objection. 

During the past year we have thought it advisable to 
change the text books for the study of grammar and geog- 
raphy. We have also adopted rules for the direction of 
teachers, which will be found at the close of this report. 
The one in reference to recess has we are aware seemed inju- 
dicious to some of the teachers. We however think that 
three hours’ confinement in a building without any means 
of ventilation is too long for the health of children. Dr. 
Bowditch in his articles on the causes of consumption 
attributes the prevalence of that disease among us in a 
great measure to our poorly constructed and worse venti- 
lated school-houses. It is certainly of the highest impor- 
tance that intellectual progress shall not be purchased at 
the expense of physical degeneracy. In this connection 
we desire to call attention to the want of additional school 
accommodation in district eighteen. A year ago your 
committee reported that the attic room in which the inter- 
mediate school was kept was unfit for the purpose, being 
dangerous to the health, and in case of fire to the life of 
the pupils, and recommended that additional accommoda- 
tion be furnished. That report was accepted, but as we 
cannot build or enlarge school-houses without money, 
nothing has been done. The remedy, if one is desired, 
is in the hands of the voters of the town. 

Your committee have found the teachers generally puis 
_to adopt any suggestions they have given. We endeay- 
ored to procure competent teachers, and left to them the de- 
tails of instruction and government. The study of history 
has heretofore been much neglected, and we have recom- 
mended its adoption by the teachers. We think a large 
portion of the time that many pupils spend in learning 
the location of unpronounceable cities and mountains in 
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Asia and Africa might with great advantage be spent on 
the history of the United States. 

Judging from what we heard in our schools good read-. 
ing will soon be among one of the lost arts. Humorous 
poetry and the most solemn prose are intoned in the same 
drawling sing song voice. The pupils are well trained in 
all the rules of punctuation, but there the training seems 
to end. There seems to have been but little effort to train 
pupils to read forcibly, intelligently and naturally. We 
hope. the future will exhibit an improvement in this de- 
partment, and that teachers and ‘parents will recognize its 
importance. 

A successful teacher requires a combination of qualities 
and faculties not often found united in a single person. 
Much more is necessary than hearing lessons repeated by 
rote. <A timely explanation or an apt illustration in words 
adapted to the comprehension of children will often be 
remembered in mature years when the rules of books are . 
entirely forgotten. . 

Teachers who regard pupils as aclass with suspicion 
and mistrust, are not fitted for the vocation whatever may 
be their other qualifications. 

The committee beg leave to remind their fellow-citizens 
that it is not possible for them, at all times, to exercise 
that personal supervision over the twenty-six schools of 
the town which would be expected from a salaried super- 
intendent. ‘The schools are of vital importance to every 
citizen, and parents especially ought to feel some personal 
responsibility for their success. The members of your 
committee who continue in your service another year, will 
at all times be pleased to hear suggestions from parents 
or others by which the usefulness and efficiency of the 
schools can be increased. 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 


In addition to the High school taught for ten months at 
the Four Corners, a Latin class of about ten pupils has 
been taught by Rev. H. L. Edwards, at North Middle- 


‘borough, with good success. The class has been thoroughly 


trained in the elementary rules of the language, and have 
made commendable progress in the study. For three and 
a half months a branch High school was taught in the 
Rock school-house by Mr. Elbridge Cushman. This school 
numbered about fifty scholars. 

The Academy building was hired for the High school at 
the Four Corners at arent of three hundred dollars per 
year. Though that sum may seem large, it should be re- 
membered a building suitable for the purpose could not 
be erected and a lot purchased for $3,000, and that it is 
as well for the town to pay a rent of $300 as to spend 
$3,000 in the erection of a building when repairs, inter- 
est, insurance and depreciation are taken into account. 

The school was taught the first term of the year by Mr. 
Henry Dame, a successful and experienced teacher. He 
declined to teach longer, preferring a school where the 
standard of scholarship was higher. The remainder of 
the year the school has been taught by Mr. G. F. Robin- 
son, a gentleman of less experience, but interested and 
devoted to his work. The pupils who have been in regu- 
lar attendance the past year have, we think, made com- 
mendable progress in their studies. Absences have how- 
ever retarded the progress of individual pupils as well as 
lowered the standard of the whole school. At the begin- 
ning of the last term the following rule was in substance 
adopted by the committee, viz.: that when the absence of 
any pupil, except in case of sickness, should amount to 
more than five days in each term, such pupil should be 
suspended from the school till restored by the committee. 
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We think hereafter five half days should be the limit of 
absences that should be allowed in this school in any one 
term, except in case of sickness. The standard of admis- 
sion has heretofore been so low that it can hardly be called 
a “High school.” The attainments of the scholars have 
been so various that any attempt to classify them has 
proved difficult. At the commencement of the present 
year the committee required all pupils to passa satisfac- 
tory written examination before admission. | 

A three years course of study should also be arranged > 
to which each class should conform. If this course is 
rigorously adhered to, it is believed that in a short time 
we shall have a large class of pupils ready each year to 
enter upon a High school course of study with advantage 
to themselves. In the mean time parents must learn that 
pupils can only make substantial progress by regular at- 
tendance upon the school. The advantages of a well con- 
ducted High school cannot be measured by dollars and 
cents. A certificate of admission will be a coveted dis- 
tinction which will be a stimulus to exertion in all the 
common schools. We certainly hope for the credit of 
our town of five thousand inhabitants that from forty to 
fifty pupils yearly can be found qualified and ready to pur- 
sue a regular course of study in a High school. 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 


Many of the school-houses were damaged considerably 
by the September gale. Having no fund to draw upon 
for repairs but the contingent fund of five hundred dollars, 
nothing has been done to the buildings but what was ab- 
solutely necessary. Many of the houses when surrend- 
ered to the town, were much out of repair, and will soon 
need thorovgh renovation, With the means placed at the 
disposal of the committee the coming year they hope to + 
make their appearance more creditable to the town. 
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Your committee believe that as a whole the pupils of 
the town have made good progress during the year. We 
have endeavored to make as few changes as possible in 
teachers, and such will doubtless be the future policy of 
the committee. Ifthe permanency of well qualified teach- 
ers can be secured we think it will be found that the abo- 
lition of the district system is of incalculable benefit to the 
cause of education in our town. The present school year, 
as you are aware, being the first that the entire control 
of the schools has been placed in our hands, we have had 
many difficulties to encounter that probably will not here- 
after arise. We hope another year with greater experi- 
’ ence in our new duties, with increased means in our hands, 
and, as we trust, with the cordial cooperation of our fel- 
low-citizens, to increase the usefulness and efficiency of 
your schools. 


eahes Liab, 


ELBRIDGE CUSHMAN, 


WM. A. THOMPSON, School 
Committee. 
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RULES 


FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF 
- MIDDLEBOROUGH. 


All teachers in our public schools are required to make 
themselves and their pupils familiar with the following 
rules. 


1. The morning services of the school shall commence 
with reading the Bible, and it is recommended that the — 
‘reading be followed by some devotional service. 

2. An excuse written, or otherwise authenticated, must 
be brought by each pupil for absence, tardiness or dismis- 
sion before the appointed hours for leaving. 

3. There shall be a recess of fifteen minutes each half 
day ; and for every Primary school there may be one extra 
recess cach half day, and no pupil shall be deprived of 
any part thereof. As a punishment for misconduct pupils 
may be detained in the school-room during the regular 
recess, but shall have a recess of the same time, apart 
from the others. 

4, Teachers shall have the general charge of the school- 
room, and be responsible for its order and cleanliness. 
They shall have a general supervision of the entire school 
premises, and report to the committee any damage done 
to the room or furniture, and by whom, if known. 

Any damage done to the school-house, grounds or 
premises, must be paid for by the parent or’ guardian of 
the child or children doing it, provided that such damage 
is not repaired at the close of the term. The “ General 
Statutes of Massachusetts” enact, that all such wilful and 
wanton damages shall be punished “ by a fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not 
' exceeding one year.” . 
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5. Teachers are required to be present at least ten 
minutes before the time for commencing school, and shall 
give special attention to the ventilation and temperature 
.of the school-rooms. 

6. The discipline practised in the school shall be that 
of a kind, judicious parent in his family. In all cases 
corporal punishment is to be avoided, when good order 
can be preserved by milder means. If deemed needful to 
inflict it, it shall be recorded in the register, with the rea- 
son thereof. No teacher will be justified in inflicting any 
punishment upon the head of any pupil, either with the 
rod, rule, or hand. 

7. The teachers may make such rules for the maintenance 
of order in their school-rooms as they judge needful and 
proper; and any pupil refusing to yield to the authority 
of the teacher or submit to necessary discipline, or who 
shall encourage others in resistance, shall be reported to 
the committee, who alone shall have power to expel from 
the privileges of the school. | 

8. No pupil having been in attendance at one school 
shall be admitted into another, without previous consent 
of the committee. 

9. In case of difficulty in discharge of their official 
duties, or when they may desire any temporary. indul- 
gence, the instructors shall apply to the committee for 
advice and direction. 

10. No studies shall be pursued in any of the schools, 
nor any text-books used or introduced, except those au- 
thorized by the committee. 

11. Whenever the necessary school-books are not fur- 
nished by the parents or guardian on the written request 
of the teacher, it shall be the teacher’s duty to notify the 
committee, specifying the name of the book required, the 
child’s name, and the parent’s or guardian’s name. 
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12. No subscription or advertisement shall be intro- 
duced into any public school without the consent of the 
committee. 

13. Teachers may for the purpose of observing the, 
modes of discipline and instruction of others, dismiss their 
schools one day in each term to visit other schools in 
town, by consent of the member of the Committee having 
the school in charge. 


Poe PO Bees, 


OF THE 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH. 


FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDING MARCH 1, 1870. 


MIDDLEBOROUGH: 
JAMES M. COOMBS, Jr. 
1870. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 


TOWN: OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 


For the nine months ending March 1, 1870, 


Amount of taxes voted and assessed, $35,447.45 


Appropriated as follows : 


For schools, 
For high school, 


For contingent fund for schools, 


For support of paupers, 
For support of insane, 
For new roads and bridges, 
For incidental expenses, 
For town hall lot, 

For interest on town debt, 
For school house property, 
For discount on taxes, 
For repair of highways, 
For state tax, 

For county tax, — 
Overlayings, 


5,000.00 
1,950.00 
500.00 
3,500.00 
700.00 
2,500.00 
2,000.00 
3,000.00 
375.00 


17,500.00 


8,500.00 
5,000.00 
6,100.00 
3,065.30 
2,557.15 


$55,447.45 


A 


REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER AND COLLECTOR 


Cash on hand from old account, 
Unpaid taxes in bills of 1867-8, 
Received for circus license, 
Cash received of Ira Smith, 


For nine months ending March 1, 1870. 


Dr. 
$1,466.44 
819.67 
5.00 
100.00 
William W. Atwood, 100.00 








Kf + Gideon Perkins, towards support of his. 
father at Taunton Lunatic Hospital, 162.15 
33 Be ie MOrsisn, 486.17 
st ‘© from B. C. National Bank, 4,880.42 
AS ‘© =Hannah W. Soule, 200.00 
a ‘¢ ~~ town maps, 85 
he ‘¢ town of Lakeville on account of Union 
School District, | 130.00 
vv ‘¢ = State Treasurer, on account of State Aid, 2,400.00 
4 4 A 4 He Corporation Tax, 2,266.95 
Ee ‘¢ town of Carver, on acct. of H. F.. Wrightington, 42.93 
oa ‘¢ Selectmen for stone sold, 25.00 
H “© State Treasurer on account of Massachusetts 
School Fund, 258.71 
1 *¢ Asaph Wood, for schooling, 6.00 
6 ‘¢ School District No. 6, 25.40 
66 66 66 66 «6 2; 9() 00 
se 66 6c 66 66 25, Fey 
6 66 66 be 66 18, 6.96 
Bs ‘¢ summonses and interest, 25.18 
Amount of taxes in bills of 1869 for collection, 55,447.12 
$68,382.52 
Cr. 

By cash paid school committee’s orders, $4,532.56 
4 *  Selectmen’s orders, 2,022.97 
af ‘* Auditor’s orders, 5,345 70 
ES ‘¢ Assessor’s orders, 166.12 


Amount curried forward, 


$12,067.35 





Amount brought forward, $12,067.35 
By cash paid Overseers of the Poor’s orders, 2,436.09 
if ‘¢ School District Auditors’ orders, 4,003.70 

sé ‘¢ notes and interest, 8,070.32 

4. ‘¢ miscellaneous, 9,825.60 

4: ‘¢ state aid, } 1,467.00 
Discount on taxes, 5,161 03 
Allowed to school districts, 18,552.54 
Fish discount on taxes 1867, 1.20 
Unpaid taxes 1867, $5.23 ; 1868, $27.21; 1869, $824.41, 856.85 
Cash on hand, 10,940.84 
$68,382.52 


SELECTMEN’S ORDERS. 


A. H. Soule, running line between Middleborough and Carver, $2.50 
' Middleborough and Taunton R. R. Co., freight on cinders 


from Squawbetty, 27.50 
Charles F. Peirce, repairing bridges, 23.22 
Alden B. Bump, repairing Alden’s bridge, 00.32 
Allen Cobb, repairing Plympton street, 35.33 
Z. K. Raymond, repairing Plympton street, 17,62 
Morton Freeman, repairing Plympton street, 10.90 
J. S. Barden, building road near Brown & Sherman’s works, 135 00 
Charles F. Peirce, gravel, 8.70 
J. G. Nichols, repairing Plympton street, 10.90 
Andrew C. Wood, building road, Brown & Sherman’s works, 400.00 
James Snew, gravel, 40.00 
Lewis Léonard, repairing bridge, 6.75 
Thomas Darling, repairing bridge, 28.00 
Leonard Mitchell, gravel, | 5.50 
Thomas Smith, running line between Middleborough and 

Carver, S10 
Seneca ‘Thomas, gravel, 1.00 
A. H. Soule, repairing Plympton street, 7 8.80 
Thomas S. Ellis, gravel, 1.50 
Reuel W. Eaton, building Purchade street, 36 00 
F. S. Thompson, repairing Precinct street, 17.25 


Amount carried forward, $875.59 





Amount brought forward, 
Andrew C. Wood, Station and Plymouth streets, 


William C. Swift, ‘Thompson and Vernon streets, 


Joseph L. Pease, repairing bridge, 
Wilson Morse, building Purchade street, 
Old Colony Iron Company, cinders, 
Andrew C. Wood, building Purchade street, 
Morton Freeman, repairing Plympton street, 
J. G. Nichols, repairing Plympton street, 
Thomas Smith, repairing Plympton street, 
Clinton W. Cole, building Purchade street, 
G. T. M. Gammons, repairing Long Point road, 
Abraham Perkins, gravel, 
Nelson Thomas, police, 
_ Charles Soule, repairing bridge,’ 

William W. Stanley, police, 
J. C. Tribou, police, 
James Mc Callister, police, 
S. Hinckley, auctioneer, 
A. A. Leach, police, 
Thompson Perkins, gravel, 
Harrison Thomas, police, 
Harrison Haskins, cutting bushes on highway, 
J. G. Sparrow, repairing town house, 
Hope Bisbee, repairing bridge, 
J. H. Bisbee, gravel, 


Reform School at Westborough, for H. T. Wrightington, 


Ezra A. Harlow, repairing Cherry street, 


ASSESSORS’ ORDERS. 


Lemuel M. Leonard, 
Andrew M. Perkins, 
Anna N. Tisdale, 
Martson Thompson, 
Obadiah Sampson, 
Ellis Cornish, 
Thomas Boucher, 
Remittances on taxes, 


$875.59 
211.47 
9.60 
10.00 
93.00 
22.00 
300.00 
25.00 
24.50 
56.00 
159.00 
23.10 
70.00 
2.00 
44.54 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
3.00 
2.00 
24.00 
2.00 
6.30 
14.80 
4.60 
19.00 
32.90 
3.00 


$2,022.97 


$1.56 
6.31 
10.00 
10.37 
4.95 
2.00 
10.93 

120.00 


$166.12 


7 
AUDITOR’S ALLOWANCES. 


To Ellis Weston, on his account as highway surveyor, $1,203.32 


William Carter, of of Os hy 100.00 
H. A. Swift, ae Na a 6 40.00 
' Leonard Mitchell, ‘ FS % ee 101.30 
Isaac Bryant, ss af sy e 40.00 
Barzilla Morse, te vs $k a En gG 
Jabez Swift, = os 6 55.95 
James G. Nichols, ‘ gs Ag x 42.98 
Isaac S. Cushman, ‘ e¢ 6 e 73.45 
Cephas Morse, ie af a 41.62 
Hopestill Bisbee,  ‘ oe és “ 137.74 
Samuel W. Rider, ‘ os or tg 100.00 
John C. Reed, gf os i oF 82.00 
H. W. Atwood, if a 8 a 75.00 
Alpha Crossman, ‘ “s f i 250.00 
Charles F. Peirce, ‘ + i of 109.61 
Chas. C. Tinkham, ‘ s cs “ 65.00 
Reuel F. Thompson, ‘* a iy Fe 45.45 
F.S. Thompson, ‘“ SS if a 70.00 
Ps W., Lhompson,— “ 4 a 36.60 
Lucien A. Barrows, Ms 4 66.80 
C. R. Smith, x as a ae 100.00 
Alden B. Bump, He ch oa $ 188.33 
Lerenzo Smith, cs rh a 2 65.00 
Charles Soule, - $f ‘ ‘ . 142.87 
William B. White, “ a. q « 60.00 
J. W. Briggs, of i i rs 60.00 
Wilson Morse, os Ay de J. 145.55 
Morton Freeman, ‘* ny re ‘ 54.50 
Nathl. Shurtleff, 4th, * af mf ses 51.00 
Zebulon Pratt, ve 4 Ny oe 89 98 
Venus Snow, Be 7 sé ae 40.00 
Bartlett Thomas,  ‘$° AS ¥ a 75.00 
Winslow Pratt, Ae ie ae A 90.00 
Adoniram Smith, ‘ 4 as 48,22 
Tyler Peirce, i rf ch si 74.00 





Amount carried forward, $4,039.17 


Amount brought forward, $4,039.17 
To Geo. W. Wilcox, on his account as highway surveyor, 18.50 
Nathl. 8. Cushing, ‘ oy Ae 4 65.00 
Henry A. Hazelton, ‘ Jy ee 6 53.06 
Randall Hathaway, ‘ te zs cf 56.87 
John Cleale, Ay A: et A 12.00 
So. i. WS uAtwood, | * a * eS 49.41 
Enoch Drake, os ed he ih 42.90 
Emory A. Johnson, ‘ 2 i ib 90.00 
Isaac S. Cushman, claim under ten dollar act, 8.50 
John P. Morse, 34 22 10.00 
William Thomas, rg y 6.00 
Zebulon L. Clark, — snow bill, 7.75 
H. Cobb, A 10.87 
E. T. Smith, *s 3.75 
Nelson Cobb, a 2.00 
Enoch Drake, Be ~ 3.25 
Abisha Miller, Ae 72.60 
Charles F. Shaw, oe 4.00 
Pratt & Hasty, printing bill, 48.56 
James M. Coombs, # 141.70 
Eliab Ward, for care of town house, 7.00 
E. W. Drake, for services on School Committee, 40.65 
Augustus H. Soule, os be 55.00 
Elbridge Cushman, f $s if: 62.25 
Joseph T. Wood, for services as Selectman & Assessor, 192.95 
Lewis Leonard, $< 4 as 118.75 
Thomas Smith, 4 F re 154.90 
Joshua M. Eddy, Monae . © 1868, 13.75 
George W. Rich, for services as constable, 14.80 
James Cole, Jr., anke s 24.50 
C. B. Wood, for services as Overseer of the Poor, 15.60 
Andrew C. Wood, for services as Auditor’s Clerk, 4.00 
Jared Pratt, for services as Clerk of Committee, 5.00 
Oliver Eaton, for services on committee, 8.75 
Thomas S. Ellis, for gravel for highways, 2.52 
$5,467.31 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
C. B. Wood, Treasurer and Collector, by vote of town, $450.00 
County tax, 8,065.50 
State tax, 7 ~ 6,100.00 
809 woodchucks, 161.80 
65 hen-hawks, 32.50 
Postage stamps, 6.00 
Sundries, 10.00 


$9,825.60 





TO WHOM STATE AID IS PAID AND AMOUNT PER 
MONTH. 


Paid from May 1, 1869, to March 1, 1870. 


Ichabod F. Atwood, guardian, $4.00 
Stillman Benson, guardian, 4.00 
Catherine Chamberlain, 8.00 
Sarah A. Churchill, 8.00 
Thomas 8. Ellis, guardian, 8.00 
Peter Fagan, 14.00 
Thomas G. Gammons, 4.50 
Armenia Hall, . 8.00 
Elizabeth Hathaway, 8.00 
Harrison Haskins, 5.00 
Priscilla W. Mitchell, 8.00 
Isaac KE. Macomber, 10.00 
Charles C. Mellen, 4 50 
Hannah S. Raymond, 4.00 
C. C. Smith, 4.50 
Thomas F. Shaw, 3.00 
Henry Shaw, . 4.00 
William B. Shaw, 4.50 
Valaria A. Simmons, 8.00 
Sarah A. Tinkham, 8.00 
Asaph Wrightington, 3.00 
Eliza J. Wood, 4.00 





Amount carried forward, $135.00 


10 
Amount brought forward, 
H. F. Washburn, 
Caroline Ryerson, 
Henry I. Pope, 
Henry Arnold, 
Marcus Bumpus, 
Thomas P. Wetherbee, 
Jared Alden, guardian, 
Stillman Benson, 
John S. Atwood, 
Artemas Morse, 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 
TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 


From March 9, 1869, to March 1, 1870. 


Amount of money ordered from the town treasury, 
Received from Gideon Perkins’s children towards 
the support of their father in Taunton Lunatic 


Hospital, $162.15 
Received from City of New Bedford, on account 

of Ellen M. Croucher, | 96.82 
Received from City of Taunton, on account of 

Mrs. A. J. Reed, 62.00 
Received from Jacob Holmes, on account of David 

Curtis, 15.00 
Received for conveying Thomas J. Shaw to Taunton 

Lunatic Hospital, - 8/55 
Received for one ox sold, 66.00 
Received for farm produce sold, 154.90 


fe 


135.00 
4,50 
8 00 
3.00 
4.00 
3.00 
3.00 
4.00, 
4.00 
3.09 
2.00 





$173.50 


OF THE 


$2,577.09 


060.42 








$3,137.51 
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Paid out as follows, viz. : 
For support of paupers in Alms-house, $1,072.86 


Out of Alms-house and in town to the following persons 
and families : 


Emerson P. Morse, ° $33.50 
Daniel Cobb, 7.00 
‘Mrs. Wybrie Weeks, ) 49.00 
Mrs. Ellen M. Croucher, 45.32 
James D. Reed and Martha M. Phelps, 55.00 
Betsey C. Cobb, 27.50 
Mrs. Caroline Packard, 19.00 
Stillman B. Morse, 34.25 
John O’Kecfe, . 80.00 
Mrs. Julia Doran, 26.00 
Stephen Gammons, 33.00 
Mrs. Joseph Standish, 14.00 
Charles N. Avery, 26.00 
Mrs. Andrew J. Reed, 30.00 
Mrs. Jane Chase, 21.00 
Bradford Braley, 60.14 
Mrs. Lucy Allen, 2.30 
Mrs. James KE. Richmond, 22.00 
Mrs. Hannah Perry, 3.00 
————— 989,01 
Paid out of town as follows: : 
Town of Fairhaven for Mary Reeves, | | $40.00 
Town of Acushnet for Jane Wallen and family, 75.00 
Town of Milford for Olive L. Lee, 41.30 
Town of Weymouth for Hannah Raymond, 32,67 
Town of Randolph for Lucy B. Young, 15.00 
Town of Wareham for Phineas Haskins, by 2.00 
City of Springfield for Mrs. H. Leonard, 3.57 
City of New Bedford for Mary Cushman, 34.00 
City of New Bedford for William H. Thrasher, 6.50 
City of New Bedford for Mary. Thrasher, 52.66 





a 


Amount carried forward, $307.69 $1,661.87 


Amount brought forward, $307.69 $1, 
Stephen Harlow for Mrs. Mary Shaw, 45.00 
J. Henry Bump for Nancy B. Cobb, 17.00 
Z. L. Britton for Sally M. Cobb, 42.25 
Abisha Miller, bill of shingles and boards, 15.08 
Dr. E. W. Drake, services as physician, 42.50 
Thomas M. Le Baron and wife, services from 

March 9, 1869, to March 1, 1870, 437.50 


Taunton Lunatic Hospital : 


Gideon Perkins, $89.38 ; Harriet Elmes, $212.21, $301.59 
Thos. Gisbey, Jr., $208.68 ; Thos. J. Shaw, $58.35, 267.03 














For the Overseers of the Poor. 


661.87 


907.02 





568.62 
$3,137.51 
Whole number in the Alms-house during the year, 107 
Of which number were transient, 74 
Remaining the whole time, 12 
Present number in the Alms-house, oe 
Whole number weeks for one person, 10723 
Of which number were transient, 12 
Average number for the year, about 203 
Average expense per weck, excluding interest on farm and 
salaries, about , $1.00 
Average expense per week, including interest on farm and 
salaries, about $1,674 
There have been two deaths, viz: 
Catharine Morton died Aug. 25, 1869, aged 59 years. 
~Mehitable Eaton died Jan. 25, 1870, aged 77 years. 
| Valuation of Property. 
March 1, 1870, Real Estate, $3,775.00 
‘6 Personal Estate, 1,715.50 
+e $5,490.50 
March 1, 1869, Real Estate, $3,800.00 
66 Personal Estate, 1,683.50 
_- 5,483.50 


C, B. WOOD, one of said Overseers. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


The Selectmen have made appropriations to the several surveyors 
for the repairs of the highways, as follows, viz. : 


Ellis ‘Weston, $1,230.00 
Charles Soule, 150 00 
Zebulon Pratt, ~ 90.00 
Alden D. Bump, 183.33 
Charles F. Peirce, 109.61 
E. A. Johnson, 90.00 
William B. White, 60.00 
Henry A. Hazeltine, ’ 60.00 
Enoch Drake, 85.60 
John C. Reed, 82.00 
Alpha Crossman, 250.00 
Venus Snow, 40.00 
Barzilla A. Morse, 20.00 
Franklin S. Thompson, 70.00 
Henry A. Swift, } 40.00 
Hiram W. Atwood, 75.00 
Reuel F. Thompson, 45.45 
Jabez Swift, 50.95 
Morton Freeman, 54.50 
Wilson Morse, 148.55 


Leonard Mitchell, 

William Carter, 

James W. Briggs, . 
Philander W. Thompson, 
Ira Bryant, Jr., 

James G. Nichols, 


Cephas Morse, 46.00 
George W. Wilcox, 40.00 
Nathaniel S. Cushing, 65.00 
Hopestill Bisbee, 137.72 
Chandler R. Smith, 100.00 
Nathaniel Shurtleff, 4th, 51.00 
Samuel W. Rider, 100.00 


Lewis A. Barrows, 67.00 


Amount carried forward, 
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Amount brought forward, 


John Cleale, " 12.00 
Randall Hathaway, ; 60.00 
Isaac S. Cushman, | 73.43 
Charles C. Tinkham, 65.00 
Tyler Peirce, 75.00 
Winslow Pratt, ' 90.00 
Bartlett Thomas, 75.00 
Wilson Shaw, 20.00 
Adoniram J. Smith, 70.00 
S. F. W. Atwood, 49.41 
Lorenzo Smith, : 65.00 





REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN, 


To whom was referred the matier of taking and disposing of the Fish 
for the year 1869. 





Whole number caught at the lower weir, 54,375 
Whole number caught at the upper weir, 22,940 
77,815 


Sold at the lower weir 40,986, which brought $635.39 
Sold at the upper weir 19,040, which brought 237.89 





. $873.28 
Delivered widows 16,089, a $1.454,, $933,938 
Delivered town 1,200, a $1.45,4, 17.45 
251.38 





Received from the following towns: 


Fall River, $10; Freetown, $10; Berkley, $20; 
Somerset, $20; Dighton, 20; Taunton, $30; 


Raynham $20, $180.00 
Received of James H. Waterman for fish sold at 
Squawbetty, 9.75 


132.75 











$1,257.41 
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Paid bills and expenses as follows: 


For twine $4.02, nets $9.50, J. H. Waterman $120, $133.52 j * i 
W. H. Vaughn $9.21, Mrs. L. W. King $42.13, ry 








S. Makepiece $12, 63.34 a, 
E. A. Harlow $90.50, I. Smith $2, J. C. Perkins $8,100.50 {| 5 ~ 
8S. Hinckley $50, J. H. Bisbee $92.30, J. T. 

Wood $21.70, 164.00 
Thomas Smith $2.50, L. Leonard $2.50, W. 

H. Wood $30, 35.00 
C.B. Wood $3, T. A. Pratt $10, A.C. Vaughan $5, 20.00 
Mrs. E. Sprout $3, postage .50, 3.50 

519.86 
$757.55 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 
March 1, 1870. 


Treasurer’s and Selectmen’s notes and interest, $8,113.75 
Unpaid appropriations, 2,917.44 
Unpaid orders, 178.86 
Lakeville herrings estimated, 160.00 
$11,370.05 
ASSETS. | 
Taxes due, 1867, $5.23; 1868, $27.21; 1869, 
$824.41, 856.85 
State aid, due from state, 3,448.20 
Due from Carver on school-house, 100.00 
Cash on hand, 10,540.84 








$15,345.89 
Balance of liabilities, 


JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen of 
THOMAS SMITH, Middleborough, 


Com. to settle with 


Noan C. Perkins, Town Treasurer 


I. F. Atwoop, 
Horatio Barrows, 


TOWN WARRANT. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. PLYMOUTH, SS. 
To GEORGE W. RICH, or either of the Constables of the town of Middle- 
borough, GREETING: 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby 
required to notify and warn all the inhabitants of the town of Middle- 
borough qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet in the ‘Town 
House, in said town, on Monday, the 14th day of March inst., at 10 o’clock 
A. M., to act on the following articles, to wit: 

lst. To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. 

2d. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year. The 
following officers to be voted for all on one ballot, viz. : Town Clerk, Select- 
men, Assessors, Treasurer and Collector, Overseers of the Poor, School 
Committee, Constables, and three or more Fish Wardens, if the town so 


determine. 
3d. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and bridges the 


present year. 
4th. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray the 
expenses of the town for the ensuing year, and determine when the same 
shall be assessed, and how appropriated. 
5th. To choose a Board of Auditors to examine claims against the town 
and order the payment thereof. 
6th. To choose a Committee to settle with their Treasurer, and report 
the condition of the Treasury and an estimate for a tax forthe present year. 
7th. To see if the town will vote to pay their Treasurer and Collector 
for his services the past year, and act anything thereon. 
8th. To take such action in relation to the town’s right of taking and 
disposing of the Alewives the present year as may be in accordance with 
the law regulating the same. 
9th. To see if the town will authorize their Treasurer to hire money to 
pay school teachers the present year. 
10th. To see if the town will vote that the yards of the persons chosen 
Field Drivers shall be town pounds so long as they remain in office, pro- 
vided they shall also be chosen Pound Keepers. 
llth. To see if the town will authorize their Overseers of the Poor to 
contract with some person to take charge of the Alms-house, and act thereon. 
12th. To allow accounts against the town. 
18th. To take such action as the town may see cause in relation to 
clearing the highways of snow. 
14th. To choose some person to have the care of the Town House. 
15th. To hear and act upon the reports of any officers or committees of 
the town. 
16th. To see if the town will authorize the Selectmen, or a Committee, 
to construct a system of sewers or gutters to carry off the surplus waters 
from the streets in the village at the Four Corners, and act anything thereon. 
17th. To see if the town will reconsider the action of the town passed 
on the 27th of December, 1869, in reference to paying the soldiers who 
served in Co. D, 18th Regiment Mass. Volunteers, and act anything there- 
on; and take any action in reference to paying any soldier who served in 
in the late war. 
18th. ‘To see if the town will confirm the action of the Selectmen upon 
the petition of J. M. Leonard and others in laying out Pearl strect as a 
town way, and act anything thereon. 
19th. To see if the town will take any action in reference to taking care 
of their insane paupers. 
Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant, and your doings 
thereon, at the time and place of said meeting. 
Given under our hands this third day of March, A. D. 1870. 
JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen 
THOMAS SMITH, { of 
LEWIS LEONARD, Middleborough. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


SELECTMEN, ASSESSORS, 
OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, 
TREASURER AND TOWN CLERK, 


TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 


For the Financial year ending Mar. 1, 1871. 


ERR SI 


MIDDLEBOROUGH, 
PRINTED BY JAMES M. COOMBS, JR. 
1871. 
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REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE. — 





THe Board has been organized during the past year, with 
ELBRIDGE CUSHMAN, Chairman, and Mr. A. H. Sous, Secretary. 


The town will be called upon at the March meeting to elect for 
the full term, one member of the board to fill the place of Elbridge 
Cushman, whose term expires with the present fiscal year, and 
for one year a member in place of Dr. E. W. Drake, who was 
chosen at the commencement of the year to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the resignation of Mr. Wm. A. Thompson, 


In coming again before our fellow citizens to give an account 
of the manner in which we have discharged the duties incumbent 
von our office, we feel justified in saying that the progress of our 
schools during the past year has for the most part been very 
satisfactory. 


We have hadin No. 5, six months of schooling; in No. 18, nine 
months; and in all the other schools, eight months during the 
year. The discipline has, we believe, come nearer than ever 
since our connection with the schools, to what we recom- 
mend in the 6th Article of our rules and regulations. We hold, 
that the manners of the school room should be those of the well 
regulated and cultivated home. It has well been said that the 
teacher’s highest mission is to refine the social character and 
improve the moral nature of those who may come under his 
moulding influence. We have witnessed nothing but the utmost 
courtesy and kindness on the part of the pupils towards teachers 
and committee, and there has been but one instance where we 
deemed it advisable to suspend a scholar, or close a school before 
the end of the term. ne 
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The duties of your committee during the past year have been 
numerous, and often difficult. We have endeavored to perform 
them with fidelity and impartiality. 


In our intercourse with the schools we have endeavored to be 
frank in our criticism of existing faults in both teachers and pu- 
pils, as well as in our commendation of improvements and excel- 
lencies ; and have, from time to time, freely offered such sugges- 
tions as we deemed advisable to enhance. the best interests of the 
schools. We are happy to say that these criticisms and sugges- 
tions have been kindly and even thankfully received. 


And if, at any time, we have spoken a word or advanced a 
thought that has cheered the heart of any teacher or pupil, and 
made his task lighter and pleasanter, then the object of our visits 
has been accomplished. 


In our former reports, we have called attention to the bad read- 
ing in our schools. The importance of the subject justifies us in 
again bringing it before teachers and parents. How often 
the opinions and judgments which we form of the education of 
persons but little known to us are based solely upon their ability 
to read well. 


The reading in all our schools, although much improvement 
has been made the past year, is still defective. Asa general rule, 
with the older scholars, it is too rapid. It would seem that the 
the only end to be attained is the end of the paragraph to be read, 
and that readers, like race-horses and steamboats, are to be prized 
according to their speed. As a necessary consequence, there is 
imperfect enunciation, the dropping or clipping of final syllables, 
the ignoring of accent and sometimes several words are blended 
into one. For instance, we have heard and pronounced an, and 
the sentence, ‘‘ Who is he,” Whizzte ! 


If we were called upon to define good reading, we should say 
it was such as carries the ideas expressed in the language read, to 
the mind of the listener. with pleasant sensations. Your Com- 
mittee believe the first step towards attaining this end in our 
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schools is to teach the pupils the elementary sounds of our lan- 
guage. And when they combine these sounds into words, see 
that they pronounce them correctly and distinctly. And further, 
when they combine words to form sentences, they must be 
taught and made to observe the difference between asking a ques- 
tion and giving acommand. And how shall our children know 
this, unless they are taught? And is holding a book while a 
scholar attempts to read, merely to see that he omits no whole 
word,—is that teaching reading? What would be thought of the 
singing master who could not or would not sound the notes of the 
gamut? All the teachers whom we have ever known to attain 
any degree of success in teaching this important branch, have 
done it by example. We hold it to be the teachers’ duty and 
business to always prepare themselves before going to their class- 
es, so as to give the full signification of the language of the 
authors. Until our schools are supplied with teachers who de- 
light in thus preparing themselves, we shall have bad reading, 
but worse teaching. 


Of all the studies pursued in our common schools, Arithmetic 
is perhaps the best taught. And yet there seems to be, on the 
part of some teachers, a great want of method and thoroughness. 
We yet find a few who still persist in carrying their classes nearly 
through the intellectual before commencing the written arithme- 
tic; then the former is laid aside forever. This is notas it should 
be. The intellectual should be taught as long as the scholar pur- 
sues the study in connection with, not independent of, the written 
arithmetic. Again, we find a great want of thoroughness in the 
first principles. An imperfect knowledge of Numeration has de- 
layed many a pupil in his subsequent studies much longer than 
it would have taken to have made himself master of this primary 
‘principle in mathematics. 


‘* Make haste slowly”’ is seemingly a paradoxical maxim, yet it 
is the true rule to be adopted by the student-in arithmetic. We 
notice in some schools the scholars have too free access to the 
key of answers ot the examples in their arithmetics. One of the 
excellences of the book now in use is, that the examples and rules 
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are practical. A few answers are given in the work, enough until 
the scholar gets an insight into the rule, then others are given 
without answers designed to test their knowledge and power of 
applying, the principles. | 

If the scholar is allowed the key in his own desk, a large part 
of the mental discipline is lost, as well as one of the best features 
of the work ignored. We can find no excuse for the teacher 
who allows this in his school. It should be taken as evidence of 
a lack of fidelity and zeal in the discharge of his duties. 


We think more attention should be given to writing. In some 
schools it seems that this branch has fallen into more general 
neglect than any other. The impression seems to be abroad 
among teachers that the proper place for this branch is the wri- 
ting school, rather than the common school. This notion is absurd 
and erroneous, because not all of our scholars will ever have 
access to a writing school: and more, the very spirit and essence 
of our common school system is, to enable poor children to secure 
such knowledge as will be most useful in after life. Hence every- 
one may claim as a right that their children shall have the advan- 
tage of receiving instruction in add the elementary and necessary 
branches, of knowledge. None will deny that writing is both 
useful and essential. 

We should be pleased to see more attention given in our 
schools to the art of writing the English language correctly. This 
should not be confined to the older classes. The smaller boys and 
girls who spend a large part of their time in idleness, might be 
profitably employed:in writing short letters upon their little slates 
to be handed to their teachers for correction. Thus the word 
composition will be robbed of its horror for them, in after years. 


We think many of our teachers are too closely confined to their 
text-books; more oral instruction and object teaching might prof- 
itably be employed. 


Teachers should labor to store their minds with a rich fund of 
historical and scientific knowledge, that facts may be drawn at 
will as occasion. requires, to make the branches taught. more 
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interesting and instructive. In short we believe the true spirit of 
our educational system is not to cram the mind according to cer-, 
tain prescribed rules, with any particular branch or branches of, 
knowledge, but rather to train our boys and girls, so that they. 
may become men and women in the highest and noblest sense of | 
the term. 


TRUANCY AND IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE. 


The great bar to all progress in our schools towards universal 
education, is irregular attendance. For years, in almost every> 
report, attention has been called to this great evil. Able essays . 
have been written by eminent instructors and published in educa- 
tional journals. Legislatures have tried almost in vain, to check - 
its growth. Notwithstanding this, the school registers present 
altogether too dark a record. Scholars are met upon the streets. 
and even found at their homes, whose places and duties are in. 
the school room. Last year 31 per cent, or $2,139.00 of the . 
school money raised by this town, was lost by actual non-attend- . 
ance, not to mention the serious drawback to those who were 
faithful to their duties. This year presents a record but little . 


better. 


In looking over the report of the Secretary of the Board of | 
Education, we find the evil to be general and wide spread. We. 
are led to enquire, what can be the cause, and what the remedy ? 
Says one, “too much money is raised,”’ Massachusetts stands second. 
to but one state in the Union, in the amount of her school expend-_ 
iture per scholar, it being $16.45.” If that be true, . 
we might reasonably ‘expect the proportion of attendance to be 
very large comparatively in North Carolina, where the expendi-. 
ture is but forty-three cents per scholar. But we find the facts_ 
are in favor of the old Bay State. Says another, “it is in part 
attributable to bad roads and weather, and the distance many 
children reside from school.” Let us look to some of the coun- 
tries of Europe. In Germany, that land of learned men, as well 
as valiant soldiers, we find by reports that non-attendance is not 
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tolerated, and education may be said to be almost universal. In 
Sweden, where seventy thousand children travel daily over two 
iniles, and twenty thousand over four miles, to school, the attend- 
ance is regular and constant, and 97 per cent of the children are 
at present receiving school instruction, and a Swede who could 
not write his name and read his language with ease, would be 
looked upon with pity and curiosity. We would remark, that in 
Sweden, the vote of the pastor counts equal to half the parishion- 
ers in the appointment of the teachers. And in Norway, the 
Dean, according to the law, must be chairman of the school board. 
Other countries might be cited, the result of whose educational 
systems, we should find would compare favorably with ours. It 
may be said these countries are not republics, education is com- 
pulsory. Must we admit this to be the solution of the difficulty ? 
Do not the Yeomanry of New England attach as much importance 
to the educational interests of their own children, and will they 
not make as great or even greater sacrifices for their mental im- 
provement, as kings and autocrats will for those of their sub- 
jects and dependents ? 


We think it would be well for all of us to take this matter 
home to ourselves and see that our children absent themselves not 
from school on any mere trivial excuse, and further let us ap- 
point ourselves a self constituted vigilance committee acting in 
concert with the proper authorities to execute the laws. And 
whenever or wherever we may meet a child out of school during 
school hours, let us speak to him and inquire about his school, 
and the reason why he is not there. We hold this to be the right 
as well as the duty of every citizen to demand of every child, 
that he shall make a proper use of the advantages which are pro- 
vided for him at so great acost. Thus we believe something 
may be done to remedy this crying evil. 
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The sum appropriated last year for school, was 
From State School Fund, 


Total, 


This sum has been expended as: follows : 


District No. 1, Julia W. Cobb, teaching, 
Lucretia G. Osborn, teaching, 
Clara Darling, teaching, 
James G. Nichols, board, 
Wm. Crosby, wood, 
George W. Soule, sawing and housing, 
George W. Soule, janitor’s bill, 


District No. 2, Carrie E. Soule, teaching, 
Lucia Thompson, teaching, 
Wm. C. Swift, wood sawing, &c., 
Walter Bryant, jdnitor’s bill, 


District No. 8, W. Anna Harding, teaching, 
Arad Bryant, wood, 
Willie Bryant, sawing and housing, 
Janiter’s bill, 


District No. 4, Deborah Gisbee, teaching, 
Ella L. Thompson, teaching, 
Seth Dean, wood, 
Janitor’s bill, 


District No. 5, Laura Darling, teaching, 
Lewis Leonard, wood, 

District No. 6, Lucretia G. Osborn, teaching, 
Seth Dean, wood, sawing and housing, 
Ruel Thompson, sawing and housing, 
George Boomer, janitov’s bill, 


District No. 8, John B. Thomas, teaching, 
Lucia A. ‘Thompson, teaching, 
D. Weston, wood, estimated, 
Janitor’s bill, 


District No. 10, Elijah B. Gammons, teaching, 
Wm. Thomas, wood, 
Linus Hall, janitor, 
Henry Shaw, janitor, 


District No. 11, len Harlow, teaching, 
Nathaniel Shurtleff, woed, 
Bradford Harlow, sawing and housing, 


198.00 
8.00 
2.00 


$7,000.00 
442.02 


— 


$7,442.02 


215.50 


228.00 


213.62 


122.50 


254.00 


240.25 


208.00 


IO 


District No. 12, Laurana L. Smith, teaching, 
Samuel Ryder, wood, sawing and housing, 
Dennis Leary, janitor’s bill, 


District No. 18, Irene A. Smith, teaching, 
I. S. Cushman, wood, 
Fremont, Wood, janitor’s bill, 

A. F. Parker, janitor’s bill, 
Rock Steam Mill, wood, 


District No. 14, Abbie T. Barrows, teaching, 
Clara Sisson, teaching, 
Hannah L. Freeman, teaching, 
A. Miller, wood, 
N. Thomas, cutting and housing, 


District No. 15, Ella Thompson, teaching, 
Rebecca Perkins, teaching, 
Asaph Wood, wood, sawing, &e. 
Frank Harlow, janitor’s bill, 


District No. 16, Julia W. Norton, teaching, 
Mattie W. Morton, teaching, 
EK. Cushman, wood, 
Isaac Wood, sawing and housing, 


District No. 17, Mattie W. Morton, teaching, 
Hannah L. Freeman, teaching, 
Horatio G. Norton, teaching, 


Tyler Pierce, -wood, housing, &c., 


District No. 18, Hattie C. Barden, teaching, 
Georgie W. Rich, teacking, ;, 
Marion G. Pratt, teaching, 

Lavinia Morse, teaching, 
Mary L, Tinkham, teaching, 
Lydia S. Robinson, teaching, 
Wood, 

Sawing wood, 

Janitor’s bill, 


District No. 19, Lillie S, Clark, teaching, 
Delia Pratt, teaching, 
George F. Hayward, teaching, 
James Cushman, wood, 
Wendell H. White, sawing, &e., 


District No. 20, Caroline Weston, teaching, 
Daniel Alden, wood, sawing and housing, &c., 


240.00 
10.00 
4,25 


240.00 


La 


2.00 
2.50 
fin! 


94.00 
66.00 
90.00 
6.50 
2.00 


120.00 
90.00 


10.00 


3.00 


63.00 
172.50 
7.00 
2.00 


63.00 
77.00 
150.00 
6.00 


337.00 
197.00 
84.75 
210.00 
270.00 
360.00 
61.08 
15.75 
7.00 


48.00 
100.00 
162.50 

22.00 

10.00 


192.00 
16.50 


254.25 


203.36 


219.00 


223.00 


296.00 


1,542.58 


342.50 


208.50 


If 


é 
District No. 21, Ella A. Keith, teaching, 192.00 
Daniel Alden, wood, sawing and housing, &c., 16.50 
Janitor’s bill, 2.50 211.00 
District No, 22, Anna D. Pratt, teaching, 108.00 
Lucia Drake, teaching, 84.00 


Daniel Alden, wood, sawing and housing, &c., 16.90 208.90 


RECAPITULATION. 
District No. 1, 215.50 
aoe ADS 228.00 
saute. Bee 235.50 
Cay ol 213.62 
ba 122.50 
ae eG 254.00 
4 al: 240.25 
“« 10; 265.75 
eae ey 208.00 
“ 42. 254.25 
1 GS | 253.36 
« 14, 219.00 
«15, 223.00 
“ 16, 243.00 
6. 7, 296.00 
“« 18, 1,542.58 
“« 19, ** 3.42.50 
“ 20, 208.50 
Sima | 211.00 
“ 99. 208.90 





Total, $5,987.21 
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AMOUNT EXPENDED FOR HIGH SCHOOL. 





G. F. Robinson, teaching, 300.00 

J. W. P. Jenks, teaching, 900.00 

H. S. Drake, janitor’s bill, 53.00 

E. A. Shaw, wood, 48.95 

Je Wek. Jenks, wood and chemicals, WA 

EK. Hunt, sawing wood, 12.50 — 

$1,322.16 
Cr. By non-residents, 85.56 
Total amount expended for High School, $1,236.60 


To this amount might properly be added the rent, which appears in 
another column. 


THE CONTINGENT FUND 


Has been expended as follows : 


Rent of High School building, . $300.00 
Mrs. John Leary, cleaning No. 12, 3.00 
Laurana Smith, incidentals, No. 12, 2.50 
Col. L. Thomas, repairing stove-pipe, No. 14, 2.50 
Elijah Thomas, repairing window, No. 14, 1.00 
Cleaning No. 18, . 10.64 
Mrs. Lane, cleaning No. 19, 1.50 
4 cs eee 1" 1.08 
Cleaning High School room, . 2.50 
Israel Smith, crayons, &c., No. 13, 1.85 
Irene A. Smith, incidentals, No. 13, 1.00 
-P. H. Pierce & Co., window fixtures for No. 16, 4,05 
George Soule, Nos. 6, 14 and 17, 10,25 
Josiah Vaughan, work on house No. 16, 5.00 
1s es ps Lovell, work on school house No. 16, 4.50 
Joseph Tinkham, “ a 12, 6.80 
Samuel W. Clark, lumber, for 16, 26.00 
George Soule, school furniture furnished No. 16, 23.75 
G. S. Woodman, “ a 132.70 
E. Cushman, work ion school hous No. 16, 6.50 
George Sisson, sf 9.29 
Josiah Vaughan, “ «“ “ ; 4.00 
Freight on school furniture, 3.16 
J. B. & J. Shaw’s bill, 33.25 


G. H. Doane’s bill, 47.80 


13 
J. B. & J. Shaw’s bill for 1869, 32,40 
Mrs. Grant, cleaning school house No. 8, - 2.50 
Loring Bryant, repairs on No. 3, | 1.00 
S. G. Coffin, repairs on Nos. 6 and 15, 14.67 
C. H. Carpenter, clock for No. 6, 2.00 
Eliab Wood, work on fence, No. 3, 2.25 
Asaph Wood, repairs on No. 15, 3.25 
James Bump, repairs on No. 19, 22.97 
H.N. Atwood, 1.80 
Middleboro’ & Taunton R. R., transportation of school furniture, 10,49 
J. M. Hamnet, school furniture, for No. 4, 177.00 
J. G, Sparrow’s bill, Nos. 4, 18 and 19, 102.25 
J. W. P. Jenks, blackboard for No. 4, 5.00 
Joshua M. Sherman’s bill, No. 4, 146.20 
J. A. Burgess, labor on No. 4, 9.00 
Lewis Leonard, lumber, 40.00 
John Vaughan’s bill, Nos. 18 and 19, 12.50 
F, Wood’s bill, Nos. 4 and 18, 4.32 
S. W. Reed, labor en No. 18, 2.04 
Wm. Eaton, building fence for No. 20, 26.57 
W.S. Gibbs, glass, labor, &c., No. 21, 1.65 





$1,264.48 
The cost of fence in District No. 18, may properly be added to this 
amount. 


EXPENSE OF SCHOOL HOUSE AT THOMASTOWN, 


Expense of Cellar. Arad Thomas, 10.00 
Josiah Thomas, 18.00 
S. Wrightington, 27.00 
Freeman T. McLathlin, 2.00 
George Bennett, 36.00 
J. P. Sparrow, 14.68 
Eliab Wood, 2.50 110.18 
Expense of House. Jas. P. Sparrow, per contract, 1,300.00 
do. extras, 8.98 
B. L. Boomer, painter’s bil, 85.22 
Desks, 188.00 
Freight, 5,00 
G. H. Doane, stovepipe, &c., 16.50 1,598.70 


Freeman T. McLathlin, lot, 10.50 





Total expense of house, : $1,719.38 
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List of High School Scholars who are entitled to the $300 


Names. 
Dora F. Crosby, 
Florence Eddy, 
Clara Darling, 
Ella Benson, 
Abbie Cushman, 
Maraquita P. Eddy, 
Mary T. Hagen, 
Roxie EK. Hogen, 
Wm. H. Eddy, 
Frank P. Thayer, 
Charles Marchant, 
K. W. Wilber, 
James Leary, 
J. B. Thomas, 
Herbert O. McCrellis, 
G. G. Edwards, 
F. M. Leonard 
M. F. Thomas, 
A. L. Parker, 
E. H. Thomas, 
EK. F. Gibbs, 
C. 8. Sayer,. 
Nettie EK. Thomas, 
A. M. Freeman, 
Sarah S. Dunham, 
Lauretta T. Carver, 
Sarah A. Gibbs, 
F, E. Wood, 
George A. Sisson, 
Mary A. C. Wood, 
Mary A. C. Wood, 
Lillie C, Ryder, 


~Common Schools, 
High School, 
Total, 


Appropriation. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Amount. 
$16.62 
7.38 
15.25 
11.81 
3.69 
8.04 
4.10 
4.10 
7.54 
6.03 
12.18 
27.12 
27.11 
5.12 
0.74 
3.28 
11.98 
10.95 
12.30 
1.27 
1.64 
17.42 
9.84 
7.22 
11.07 
11.07 
16.76 
6.15 
4.92 
6.15 
6.15 
8.20 





$300.00 


$5,987.21 
1.256607 —— 
$7,223.81 


Leaving a balance of State fund in the hands of the 


Treasurer, of 


$218.21 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 


At the last annual meeting the town voted $300.00 to pay 
traveling expenses to and from the High School, consequently 
there has been but one High School during the year. We have 
not appropriated any of this money to those scholars who reside 
within two miles of the school. Others will receive four cents 
and one mill per mile, (one way,) for all travel over two miles, 
each day they have attended the school during the year. ‘Those 
entitled to pay will find their names and the amount appropriated 
to them in an adjoining table. Present members of the school 
will not receive their money until the close of the term, others 
will find their approved orders at the Town Clerk’s office after 
the issuing of this report. We recommend that the town vote 
five cents per mile the coming year, to be paid according to the 
above plan, that the scholar may receive his money at the close 
of each term. 


The same building has been rented, and the same amount paid 
as last year, with the additional privilege of occupying one more 
room. Miss Lydia Robinson has taught a school in this room 
entirely independent of the High School, although a small portion 
of her time not otherwise occupied has been employed as assistant 
in the High School. The first term of the year was taught with 
good success by Mr. G. F. Robinson... He declined to teach 
another term. for the remainder of the year the school has 
been under the instruction of one of our own citizens, Prof. 
J. W. P. Jenks. By an arrangement made with him the High 
School has enjoyed free of charge the advantages of. the extensive 
cabinet and apparatus belonging to Pierce Academy, thus making 
the study of the sciences much more interesting and instructive. 


The school has steadily increased in numbers during the year, 
and although the order and attendance has not been all we 
should wish, yet we believe right steps have been taken toward 
making the High School meet the wants and demands of its 
patrons. Your committee in consultation with the principal, 
have prepared a three year’s vourse of study which we beg leave 
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to recommend to the town for its adoption. It is so arranged, as 
may be seen by the adjoining schedule, that the scholar may 
choose between a purely English or Classical, or a mixed course 
of study. In addition to this we should hope that both fall and 
spring might be formed a class in which these studies would be 
made a specialty that will be more immediately useful to those 
wishing to qualify themselves to supply the constant demands for 
good teachers. We hope the boys and girls in our common 
schools will realize that these provisions are for them. They now 
have within their grasp the means of laying the foundation of 
a thorough and practical education. We trust all who can will 
enter and go as far as possible in the High School course. 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 

At the last annual town meeting, $1,500.00 was placed at our 
disposal to meet contingent expenses, and we were authorized to 
build a school house at Thomastown. We have united the 
Thomastown and Rocky Meadow schools, and shall have no 
farther use for the old houses for school purposes, ‘The town will 
dispose of them as they see fit. In their stead we have erected a 
new house on Chestnut street, 26 x 36 feet, capable of seating 
fifty-six scholars, with a cellar for wood. The cellar was built by 
the day. The house was built under contract by Mr. James P. 
Sparrow, in a manner highly satisfactory to your committee. In 
locating the house, we endeavored to consult the wishes of inter- 
ested parties as much as possible, but as might be expected we 
found **many men of many minds.” We kept in view the great- 
est good to the greatest number, and the majority of your committee 
believe the house to be located on the most convenient and _ eligi- 
ble site. It is furnished with ample blackboard accommodations, 
the seats are of an improved pattern, and withall it is a com- 
modious and pleasant school-room. We trust it may be used and 
not abused, and that the people of that section will cheerfully 
aid other schools in securing equal advantages. 


We found the fence, at the commencement of the year, around 


? 17 


the lot in the centre district to be in a very dilapitated condition, a 
new fence has been built. The contract was given to a carpen- 
ter to build the fence for $444.00. On account of the non-fulfil- 
ment of contract, the fence has hot been accepted. We found 
the seats in No. 4 to be narrow and inconvenient, they have been 
replaced by new and convenient desks; also a new fence has 
been built around the lot, and the house otherwise repaired. In 
No. 16 the seats were uncomfortable and poorly arranged, they 
have been taken.out and Roberts’ new improved portable desks 
put in instead. Such other repairs have been made from time to 
time on the several school-houses as circumstances required and 
our means would permit. 


The expenses of these changes may be found in an adjoining 
table. In this connection we would say, that the school-houses in 
No. 3 and 14 are poor and inconvenient, and in our opinion un- 
suitable for school purposes. If the town does not deem it ad- 
visable to build more than one house the coming year, we most 
earnestly recommend that steps be taken to build a house at the 
Green, suitable to accommodate that school, also we hope that 
during the year two or more of the school-houses may be reseated, 
and we would suggest that Nos 1 and 10 are very much in need 
of this improvement. We recommend these changes to the end 
that all the children of our town may enjoy equal advantages of 
good and pleasant school-rooms, furnished with easy and com- 
fortable seats, this in part we urge as a sanitary measure, since 
we construct our dwelling houses, with so careful an eye to both 
health and comfort, and even our church pews which perchance 
we occupy for an hour one day in seven, must now be made with 
exactly the right curvature to their backs, and furnished with the 
most comfortable upholstery, that we may receive spiritual food 
with physical ease. 


Shall we consign our children, with their tender and flexible 
frames, for hours, and days, and even years, to seats that we could 
not endure for a single hour? Will we not allow them at least 
comfortable resting places while climbing the hill of science? In 
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many of our school houses the seats and desks are nothing more 
than unsightly boards, 


“ Carved with rude initials” 


of those who for many generations have resorted here to read, 
write and cipher. 


The physical welfare of our children demands that these things 
should not be. Reason and Humanity alike cry out against it. 
Let us make the changes as soon as practicable. 


In conclusion, your Committee solicit the co-operation of par- 
ents, and of all the friends of education, in every wise endeavor 
to promote the interest and secure the success of our common 
schools. 

ELBRIDGE CUSHMAN, “Aver 


A. H. SOULE, 
E. W. DRAKE, Committee. 
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF HIGH SCHOOL. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE: 


In accordance with your request, I hereby submit for your con- 
sideration what may be termed, “ Courses of Study in the High 
School.”” A similar schedule was adopted by the Committee in 
1867, and adhered to for a season, but through a change of the 
committee and teachers, was suffered gradually to fall into disuse, 
till, at the time the undersigned took charge of the school, in 
September last, all distinction of yearly classes was nearly obliter- 
ated, and pupils who had been but one or two terms in the school 
were in classes with those who had attended steadily for two years. 
On suggesting to your Board the impossibility of conducting pu- 
pils along the natural steps of an education without a graded sys- 
tein, you promptly directed the principal to organize the school 
upon the plan of a three years course of study, as below, and 
hold the first or junior class strictly to the studies of the first 
year, in anticipation of conducting ifs pupils through the entire 
course, while allowing a discretionary selection of studies to such 
pupils as had been already from one to two years in the High 
School, but unfortunately without a systematic classificatien of 
their studies. 


If the plan now adopted shall be carried out, this discretionary 
selection of studies will work itself out of the school in one year 
more, when the present juniors will have passed through the mid- 
dle year and become seniors. Let us dwell a moment longer 
upon this point, as many parents seem not to comprehend the 
difficulty. Without a graded system, each pupil would enter the 
school with a demand for some particular study, as book-keeping, 
and insist upon pursuing it his first term. Hvyery other pupil 
would have the same right to select for himself, and unless a har- 
mony in selection should exist, altogether different from the ordi- 
nary experience of life, nearly as many classes would be called for 
each term as there were pupils. The succeeding term, the same 
studies might be demanded by new pupils, and the succeeding, 
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and thus the variety of thirty-six studies, that should require three 
years to pursue, would be limited to the three studies of one 
quarter. This is, | acknowledge, an extreme case, but it shows 
the tendency of such looseness in the arrangement of the classes, 
if indulged in but slightly. | 


The arrangement below is the result of labor and experience in 
endeavoring to select from the whole range of literature and sci- 
ence those particular branches of study that are most practical for 
the ordinary pursuits of life. It consists, 


First, of a purely English Course for two years, which any 
child that has been properly trained in the Grammar School, can 
profitably enter upon at the age of 18 or 14, and complete at 15 
or 16, or with the addition of French and the more advanced 
sciences at 16 or 17; 


Second, of an English and Classical Course, to be commenced 
and completed at the same ages, and differing from the first course 
only in the substitution of Latin for English Grammar, Rhetoric 
and History,—a substitution not advised for any pupils who are 
preparing themselves simply for mechanical or commercial pur- 
suits, as it is high time that our youth in this fast age should 
economise their brief period for obtaining an education, by con- 
fining themselves to such branches as are strictly practical for any 
and every kind of industrial life ; 


Third, of a purely Classical Course, in preparation for college, 
and which would be commenced more profitably after completing 
the short English Course at 15 or 16, or the longer at 17 or 18 
years of age, so as to enter college at 18 or 19. 


The English Course of three years, if pursued: with the advan- 
tage of apparatus and cabinets for illustration, will certainly give 
a superior education, while a /ess variety can hardly meet the de- 
mands of this utilitarian age, for any kind of business to be intel- , 
ligently or inventively pursued, while to those whose time is lim- 
ited, the two years course presents an opportunity of securing so 
much of an education as shall be far in advance of that enjoyed 
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by the preceding generation. If, however, the pupil looks for- 
ward to teaching or a mechanical profession, the two, or, better, 
the three years’ English Course will furnish just the preparation 
needed for entering a Normal School or the Institute of Technol- 
ogy, or Scientific Department of any college, and, completed at 
16 or 17, (the earliest ages respevtively that young ladies and 
young gentlemen can enter Normal Schools) is appropriately sup- 
plemented by such a course of study as either of these Institutions 
presents. 


Allusion has been made to the wise omission of Latin, unless 
one is decided upon a collegiate course of study. The wisdom of 
such omission will, | am aware, be questioned by some who ad- 
here pertinaciously to the notions of our forefathers, who imported 
their ideas of an education from aristocratic England, and at a 
time when the grammars and spellers of the English language 
were so elementary that a knowledge of syntactical construction 
and the derivation of words could only be obtained from the study 
of Latin. But our text books in grammar and orthography are 
so improved upon former ones, that a pupil may now obtain more 
practical knowledge of the English language from the study of 
the English grammar one year, than from the study of the Latin 
language two years. ‘So that, as some imagine, the time is not 
distant when the wisdom of our citizens will ignore entirely the 
second course below, and retain only the first and third. Nor 
would there be any delay in adopting this suggestion on the part 
of those who are so prejudiced in favor of the study of Latin, even 
for their children designing only a preparation for mechanical 
pursuits, if they could but have heard a tithe of the regrets often 
expressed by pupils in their later years, that they spent so much 
time on Latin, to the neglect of the sciences. 


To enter upon the English Course, the pupil should have fin- 
ished the study of Political Geography, Elementary Geometry, 
Arithmetic as far as Square Root, History of tne United States, 
and the Introductory English Grammar, besides having had a 
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constant drill in composing from the time the pupil is able to 
write intelligibly. 

To enter upon the Classical Course, the pupil ought to have 
completed at least two years of the English Course, and be 16 
years of age. Thus prepared, including Algebra and Geometry, 
the pupil might shorten the three years of preparation to two, and 
entering college at 18, graduate at 22,—the earliest age one can 
graduate from college most advantageously. 


Respectfully submitted, J. W. P. JENKS, 
Principal of High School. 


oe mae \S6 fe} 
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HIGH SCHOOL 


COURSE OF STUDLES. 
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COURSE OF STUDIES IN THE HIGH SCHOOL. 


~_-—— 


English. English & Classical. Classical. | 
JUNIOR YEAR.—First Term. 
Algebra commenced. | _ Algebra commenced. | Algebra commenced. 
Eng. Gram. (Etymology) Latin Grammar. | Latin Grammar. 
Natural Philosophy. | Natural Philosophy. Greek Grammar. 





Second Term. 
Algebra. Algebra. | Algebra. 


E.Gram.(Syntax, Analysis) * Latin Lessons. | Latin Lessons. 














Natural Philosophy. Natural Philosphy. Greek Lessons. 
Third Term. 
Algebra. | Algebra. | Algebra. 
Eng. Gram., Prosody. Latin Reader. Latin Reader. 
Chemistry. | Chemistry. | Greek Lessons. 
ves) Fourth Terms 9 op > itech 


Geometry. Geometry. | Geometry. 


Eng. Gram. (Scanning, &c.) Latin Reader. Latin Reader. 





























Chemistry. Chemistry. Greek Lessons. 
MIDDLE YEAR.—First Term. 
Surveying. | Surveying. | Surveying. 
Rhetoric. Ceosar, Coesar. 
Mineralogy. | Mineralogy. | Greek, (Anabasis.) 
Second Term. 
Solid Geometry. | Solid Geometry. | Solid Geometry. 
Rhetoric. Ceesar. Ceesar. 
Physiology. | Physiology. | Greek, (Anabasis:) 
Third Term. 
Arithmetic from Involution. | Arithmetic from Involution. | Arithmetic from Involution. 
El. of Criticism or Logic. | Cicero. ‘ered 
Physiology and Comp. An- |Physiology and Comp, An- 
atomy atomy. Anabasis. 
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Course of Studies in the High School,—continued. 





English. English & Classical. Classical. 


MIDDLE YEAR.—Fourth Term. 


ne ee ee 


Bookkeeping, Single Entry. Bookkeeping, Single Entry. | Bookkeeping, Single Entry 






































Composition. Cicero. : Cicero. © 
Astronomy. Astronomy. 4 Anabasis. 
SENIOR YEAR.—First Term. 
French commenced. D3 French commenced. ; | Latin Prose Composition. 
Political Economy. | Virgil. Virgil. 
Botany. | Botany. | Homer. 
~ Second Term. ee: 
French Prose. pe French Prose. pate Latin Prose Composition. 
General History. Virgil. . Virgil. 
Natural History. Natural. History. | Homer. ° 
Third Term, 
French Povivys French Poetry, | Gee Prose Composition. 
Boookkeeping,DoubleEntry | Double Entry, or Virgil. | Virgil. 
Geology. Natural History. | Homer. 





Fourth Term. 





French Prose, Scientific. 





French Prose, Scientific. | Greek Prose Composition. 








Civil Polity. Civil Polity. | Review of Greek. 


General History. | Review of Latin. » Review of Latin.. 











Daily exercises in Reading, Spelling and Defining absolutely required of all during 
their junior year ; fortnightly exercises in Declamation on the part of the masters, and 
Select Reading on the part of the misses, alternating with Compositions, on Friday 
afternoon after recess, during the middle and senior years. When at least six pupils 
of a suitable age may desire it, a teachers’ class shall be formed during the Spri ing and 
Fall terms. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


a me 


e 


The Selectmen of Middleborough present the following report for 
the year ending March 1, 1871. 


Voted by the Town for the repair of highways, to be 








$4,090.00 


assessed on the polls and estates, 

Appropriated for roads and bridges, 3,100.00 

For clearing highways of snow, 500.00 

Overlay on tax, 

There has been assessed and appropriated as follows: 
REPAIRS OF HIGHWAY. 
North Section. 

Dists. Surveyors. Amount of Tax. Extra Appropria’n, Unw’ked 
Sf Andrew C. Wood, $1,509.43 $57.92 
3, Ethan Standish, 145.87 13.37 *.66 
4, Augustus Pratt, 91.80 
5, Jared Pratt, 141.27 9.41 
6, Charles F. Peirce, 60.34 8.00 *2.00 
7, Elbridge G. Shaw, 40.70 
8, Joseph A. Shaw, 26.79 
9, Sanford Weston, 25.05 4.84 

10, Jared F. Alden, 53.76 04 

11, Martson ‘Thompson, 31.80 5.00 71.09 

12, Andrew J. Pickens, 362.40 

2,489.17 36.27 67.08 


*#Remitted. +Paid into Town Treasury, 
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East Section. 


Gustavus L. Swift, 
Tra Bryant, 

Orlando Soule, 
Benjamin Freeman, 
William S. Eddy, 
Isaac Bryant, 

A. Buel Littlejohn, 
Samuel C. Cushman, 
Samuel C. Coffin, 
Oliver C. Porter, 
Lewis Leonard, 
Thomas Weston, no return, 
Wilson Morse, 
William Carter, 
Isaac S. Shurtleff, 
Joseph G. Washburn, 


South 


Elijah Hackett, 

A. K. Bishop, 

S. W. Rider, 

Lothrop Thomas, 

T. LeBaron, 

Harvey Smith, 

James H. Marbel, 
Edward N. Barrows, 
Edward Wrightington, 
N. F. Shurtleff, 

Andrew Bisbee, 

Ezra A. Harlow, 
Stillman Benson, 

I. F. Atwood, 

Cephas Shaw, no return, 
Jeremiah W. Reed, 

W. T. Jefferson, no return, 
Henry F. Maxim, 


North Section, 
East Section, 


Total, 


45.17 
42.39 
96.13 
58.75 
48.96 
peeks 
44.44 
51°46 
51.00 
31.50 
33.71 
39.88 
39.10 
119.26 
7.84 
32.11 





688.86 


Section. 


109.40 
51.74 
44.43 
58.16 
23.15 
55.30 
79.038 
58.17 
30.34 
45.61 
45.69 
98.40 
69.27 
57.27 
15.20 
49.85 
18.01 
8.10 





915.15 
2,489.17 
688.86 





$4,093 18 


18.17 
40.60 
74.57 


25.00 


20.00 
11.50 





189.24 


6.00 


14.00 





20.00 
36.27 
189,24 





$245.51 





21.99 


9.27 


2.37 
10.48 
10.82 





48.33 
67.05 
21.99 





$137.37 
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ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Pleasant Street, as laid ny Commissioners. 
Andrew C. Wood,fas sold at auction, 
Extra special contract, 

Levi Morse, for a stone bridge, 

Main Street, by Town House. 

' Henry M. Porter, grading, 

_. Samuel M. Rider, gravelling, 

Wareham Street, South Middleboro’. 
By Stillman Benson, 


Miller Street, near Rock Station. 
By I. S. Cushman, 

Rocky Gutter Street, by Elijah Hackett, 

Pearle Street, by A. C.{Wood, 

Water Street, A. C. Wood, moving and building 
wall, putting in stone steps, gutters, &c., in 

1869 and 1870, 

Long Point Street, Artemus Morse, 

Jeremiah W. Reed, 


Summer Street, G. W. Wood, 
Wilson Morse, 
Star Mill Bridge, Lewis Leonard, plank, 
- Foster Tinkham, chestnut timber, 
Thomas Smith, cutting and drawing timber, 
Ellis Weston, stone, 
A. C. Wood, labor, stones, spikes, &e., 64.91 
Less old lumber sold, 5.00 


Fresh Meadow Forge Bridge, Savery pene timber, 
Wm. B. Gibbs, labor, &e., 


S. W. Clark, repairing beige on Walnut Breet, 
H..Bisbee, ~ “ _ 
J. C. Bump, plank for Star Mill Bridge, 1868, 
A. L. Alden, repairs on Alden’s Bridge, - 
-E. G. Shaw, earth for filling road, 
R. W. Eaton, di 4 
do. repairs on Plymouth street, 
A. D. Butterworth, repairs on road, 1867, 
Enoch Drake, i 
Wilson Shaw, ES 4 
Allen Cobb, work on Plymp op Breet, 
pw Op oH Soule, : 
'N. F. Shurtleff, “ France “ 


$450.00 
00.00 
2.50 


335.00 
190.00 


60.00 
15.40 
55.00 
48.00 
7.72 
50.00 
14.00 
30.00 


59.91 


89.39 
42.34 


502.40 


825.00 
123.00 


135.11 


36.70 
94.25 


90,50 
75.40 


103.00 


229.63 


131.69 
18.50 | 
4.60 
44.00 
6.50 
16.00 
5.38 
9.14 
10.00 
13.18 
20.09 
9.00 
6.00 
138.90 


29 








J. & Wm. C. Swift, work on street, 21.95 
Lothrop Thomas, i a 11.10 
J. L. Pease. work on Nemasket street, 100 
Charles Soule, repairs on Nemasket bridge, 16.17 
T. S. Ellis, gravel, 1.92 
‘Lewis Leonard, gravel and scraper, 5.00 
S. Benson, scraper, 5.00 
James Savery, “ 6.00 
George Shaw, moving wall cn Waterman Hill, for gravel, 51.20 
A. C. Wood, drain pipe for Main, Pearle and Centre sts., TZU 
Cephas Shaw, setting Town Monument, and repairs on 
Rocky Gutter street, 20.70 
$2,488.00 
Special appropriation for Highway Surveyors. 245.51 
Total for Roads, $2,733.51 
SNOW BILLS. 
North Section. 

Dists. 1,2, Ellis Weston, surveyor, 1869, $15.09 

3, Charles Soule, 12.78 

5, Alden B. Bump, 31.35 

6, Charles F. Peirce, 8.37 

7, E. A. Johnson, 6.10 

8, Elihu Wood, 6.50 

8, Wm. B. White, 1868, 13.65 

10, Enoch Drake, 1869, 6.27 

11, John C. Reed, 10.60 

12, Alpha Crossman, 18.75 
Wm. Allen, 1.00 130.46 


East Section. 


1, James W. Briggs, surveyor, 1869, 14 00 
2, Henry A. Swift, 12.50 
3, James G. Nichols, 40.98 
5, Jabez Swift, 20.37 
6, Isaac Bryant, ~ 10.31 
7, R. F. Thompson, 16.50 
8, P. W. Thompson, 3.00 
9, F.S. Thompson. 16.37 
10. Harrison W. Atwood, 7.50 


11, Leonard Mitchell, 2.50 


a] . a. Wood ’ 
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Venus Snow, 
Wilson Morse, 
William Carter, 
Sylvanus Flinckley, 
B. A. Morse, 
Cephas Morse, 


South Section. 


Winslow Pratt, surveyor, 1869, 
Ramsdell Hathaway, 

Samuel W. Rider, 1868, 
James Layfield, 

Bartlett Thomas, 

Greorge W. Wilcox, 

Charles C. Tinkham, 
Adoniram Smith, 

Tyler Peirce, 

Nathaniel Shurtleff, 4th, 
Nathaniel S. Cushing, 

Hopatile Bisbee, 

Isaac S. Cushman, 

Wilson Shaw, 

Lewin A. Barrows, 

L. F. W. Atwood, 

John Clarke, 

Lothrop Thomas, 


SALARIES OF OFFICERS. 


Selectman und Assessor, 


L. Leonard, do. do. 

I. S. Cushman, do. do. 
Thomas Smith, do. do. 
Elbridge Cushman, School Committee, 
A. H. Soule, do. do. 

E. W. Drake, do. do. 


C. B. Wood, 


S. Hinckly, 
James Cole; 


Overseer of Poor, 
do. do. 
Jr., Constable, 


E. Wood, care of Town House, 


- = 


5.59 
10.00 
16.25 

1.50 
12.00 
36.42 


35.40 
16.00 
14.61 
3.70 
29.76 
6.75 
21.50 
10.75 
1144 
5.50 
15.85 
115 
20.25 
3.60 
24.08 
3.07 
6.50 
1.60 


$166 81 


153.79 
92.50 
41.25 
96.79 
73.95 
51.10 
17.60 
16.35 
32.90 

6.50 





342.21 


$698.09 


$749.46 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sidney Tucker, rent of office, $36.00 

J. B. & J. Shaw, blank book, paper, &c., 9.82 

J. L. Pease, auctioneer’s bill, 3.00 

S. Hinckly, do. do. 8.00 

Geo. H. Place, damage to sleigh, &c., “ 6.00 

C. K. Darling, Assessors’ books, 25.75 

S. Benson, appraising school houses, 36.00 

J. M. Coombs, printing, 166.28 

N. C. Perkins, auditor’s clerk, 4.00 

G. W. Wood, com. school district account, 5.00 

L. F. Atwood, “  soldier’s claims, &c., 21.25 

Wm. H. Wood, com. on soldier’s clatms, 10.00 

Bennett & Fuller, legal advice on soldier’s claims, 20.00 

George Soule, ballot box for 1868, 5.00 

Sylvanus W. Reed, repairs on ia House, 15.13 

J. T. Wood, “ . 4,10 

B. L. Boomer, “ a s 8.25 

D. F. Wood, 7d 
$1,105.29 

RECAPITULATION. 

Repairs of Highway, labor tax, $4,093.15 

Roads and Bridges, 2,733.91 

Clearing highways of snow, 692.09 

Salaries of officers, 749.46 

Miscellaneous, . 359.838 
$4,536.89 





REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 


To whom was referred the matter of taking and disposing of the Fish 
Jor the year 1870. 





Whole number of fish caught at lower weir, 37,640 
: a upper “ 47084 
Total, 44,724 

Sold 65,094, which brought $852.44 
Delivered widows 18,400 at $1.81, 241.04 
Delivered town 1,295, 12.95 





1,106.43 
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Received from the following towns : 


Taunton $30.00, Fall River 10.00, Somerset 20.00, 
Dighton 20.00, Freetown » Berkley 20.00, 
Raynham 20.00, 


Expenses paid as follows : 


Ross Peirce & Co., $3.45, J. H. Waterman 116.00, 
Laura W. King 40.00, Mr. Makepeace 8.00, 4° 

A. C. Vaughan 5.00, S. Hinckley 13.00, oe 
J. C. Perkins 15.00, E. A. Harlow 111.10, 4, 

J. H. Bisbee 83.87, postage and express .73, — . 
Mrs. Sprout 3 00, C. B. Wood 5.00, 

J.T. Wood 6.75, L. Leonard 5.00, 

Wm. H. Vaughan 1.75, Thos. A. Pratt 5.00, 


JOSEPH T. WOOD, 
LEWIS LEONARD, 


I. S. CUSHMAN, 


120.00 


ee 


$1,226.43 


6.75 420.15 








$806.28 


of 


Seleetmen 
Middleboro’. 
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THE AMOUNT AND TO WHOM STATE AID HAS BEEN 


PAID. 

Atwood, Ichabod F. guardian, $48.00 
Bumpus, Marcus 36.00 
Benson Stillman guardian, 48.00 

do. do. do. 40.00 
Chamberlain, Catherine | 48.00 
Churchill, Sarah A. 15.20 
Ellis, Thomas 8. guardian, 86.00 
Fagan, Peter : 168.00 
Gammons, Thomas G. 54.00 
Hall, Armenian 96.00 
Hathaway, Hlizabeth 80.00 
Haskins, Harrison 36.00 
Mitchell, Priscilla W. 96.00 
Macomber, Isaac E. 116.00 
Mellen, Charles C. ~ 64.00 
Morse, Artemus 24.00 
Raymond, Hannah 8. 48.00 
Alden, Jared guardian, 43.00 
Smith, C. C. o4.00 
Shaw, Thomas F. 00.00 
Shaw, Henry. 62.00 
Shaw, William B. o4.00 
Simmons, Valeria 96.00 
Tinkham, Sarah A. 96.00 
Wetherbee, Thomas P. 536.00 
Wrightington, Asaph 56.00 
Wood, Eliza T. 48..00 
Washburn, H. F. 04.00 
Rynson, Caroline 64.00 
Pope, Henry F. 36.00 
Arnold, Henry 28.00 
Atwood, John 8. 36.00 


Cole, Hannah G. 56.00 
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REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 
For the Year Ending March 1, 1871. 





Amount of money ordered from Town Treasury, $2,668.08 
Received from Gideon Perkins’ children, for support of 

their father at Taunton Lunatic Hospital, 21.84 

Received from City of ee on acct. of Alvin Howland, 60.14 

sc is } se Mrs. A. J. Reed, 30.00 

Ff “Town of meee ait ¥ Elam Look, 2.57 

* for two oxen sold, 158.73 

c “ farm produce, 292.43 

$3,233.79 


Paid out as follows, viz. : 
For support of paupers in Almshouse, 1,170.10 


Out of Almsbouse and in town to the following 
persons and families : 


Emerson P. Morse, 76.50 
Mrs. Wylie Weeks, 55.00 
John O’ Keefe, 20.00 
Mrs. Julia Doran, 1869, 90.00 
Mrs. Julia Doran, 1870, 42.00 
Stillman B. Morse, .00.91 
James D. Reed, 36.99 
Stephen Gammons, 5.00 
Betsey C. Cobb, 23.50 
Mrs. Lum Perry, 46.30 
Mrs. James Bump, 39.50 
Charles N. Avery, 26,00 
Franklin Reed, 4.50 
Edwin F. Westgate, 47.80 
Mrs. James If. Richmond, 16.50 
Mrs. Andrew J. Reed, 20.00 
Mrs. Jane Chace, 37.50 « 
. ——— 201.80 
Paid out of Town, 
City of Beston, for Mary A. Peabody, 55.00 
Town of Sandwich, for Clarinda Morse. 8.20 
* Mattapoisett, Elam Look, 2.57 
“* Wareham, Phineas Haskins, 7.00 
Z. L. Brettun, for Sally M. Cobb, 31.50 
Clark E. Morse, tor Betsey Morse, 80.00 


184.27 





Taunton Lunatic Hospital, 





Harriet Elmmes, 213.84 
Thomas Gisbee, Jr., 208.30 
Thomas J. Shaw, 210.54 
——— 632.68 
Repairs, painting, &e., of Almshouse, 
Hartley A. Sparrow’s bill, 98.24 
Harrison W. Vaughan, 30.00 
J. C. Bump, 7.59 
Dr. E. W. Drake, services as physician, 30.00 
Thomas M. LeBaron and wife, services, 450.00 
— 480.00 
$3,233.79 
Whole number in the Almshouse during the year, 134 
Of which number, were transient 106 
Remaining the whole time, 16 
Present number in Almshouse, 21 
Whole number of weeks for one year, 1,047 
Of which number were transient 204 
Average number for the year, 20 
Average expense per week excluding int. on farm and salaries, 1.12 
Average expense per week including int. on farm and salaries, 1.80 


‘There has been one death at the Almshouse, that of Aron Gustufs- 
son, a stranger and foreigner, supposed to have been a Dane. He died 
Dec. 20, 1870, about 30 years old. 


C. B. WOOD, one of said Overseers. 


Real Estate assessed May 1, 1870, ’ $1,715,906.80 

Personal “ : “ 512,880.00 
Total, $2.228,286.00 

Amount on polls for money tax, 2.00 

Percentage for i. . 12.50 per 1,000.00 

Amount on polls for highway tax, 0 


Percentage for fs és 1.60 “ 1,000.00 
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TAXES ASSESSED. 


$4,000.00 
93.18 


o71 
809 


For repair of highways, in labor, 
Overlay, 
Building and repairing roads and bridges, 3,100.00 
Support of schools, 7,000.00 
School incidental expenses, 1,500.00 - 
Building new house in ‘Thomastown district, 1,200.00 
Interest on town debt, 300.00 
Support of poor, 3,000.00 
Support of insane, . 700.00 
Clearing roads of snow, 500.00 
Incidental expenses, 2,000.00 
Discount on taxes, 2,800.00 
State tax 6,100.00, less corporation tax 2,200.00, 3,900.00 
County Tax, 3,065.30 
Overlay, 1,421.16 
Total tax assessed and committed, $30,486.46 

No. of polls, 1,316 | No. of horses, 

“« « houses, 905°7° *) -**. cows, 

‘© acres, 38,644 | “ ~ sheep, 





2995 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER AND COLLECTOR 
For the year ending Feb. 28, 1871. 


Dr. 
Cash on hand from old account, $10,940.84 
Unpaid taxes in bills 1867, ’68, ’69, 856.85 
Cash received of Selectmen for stone, 7.00 
of Chloe Sampson, 500.00 
for town maps, 3.90 
of County Treasurer, on acct. of dog money, 254.95 
of Wm. A. Thompson, from town of Bridge- 
water, on acct. of school instruction, 18.00 
from town of Wakefield, on acct. of George 
Farnsworth, 21.35 
of Lyman Mason, for license, 10.00 
of Hiram Tillson, do. 10.00 
for circus license, 15.00 
of Jared Alden, 500.00 
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Cash received of Geo. H. Doane, for grass, 12.50 
. ss stone, 3.00 - 
of George Rich, for grass, 9.00 
from town of Carver, for support of H. F. 
Wrightington, 11.00. 
of Gideon Perkins’ children, for support of 
their father, 21.84 
from Wm. B. Nelson, for tuition at High School, 6.00 
on acct. of Fish, 092,29 


of State ‘Treasurer on acct. of State aid for ’69, 2.082.00 
on acct. of corporation tax for the year 1870, 2,243.50 

“6 66 6c 66 66 1869, 18.87 
town’s proportion of the Mass. School Fund 


to Jan. 1, 1871, 461.63 
of Asaph Wood, for schooling, 6.00 
for highway taxes, 1.49 


of County Treasurer amount allowed by the 
County Commissioners for building the road 





on petition of Brown, Sherman & Washburn, 400.00 
of H. L. Caswell, for license, 10.00 
for summons and interest, 29.76 
Amount of Taxes in bills of 1870 for collection, 30,580.38 
$49,457.15 
Cr. 

Paid Notes and interest, 3,268.99 
Overseers of the Poor, orders, 2,689.92 
Assessors’ orders, ve 4085 
Selectmen and Auditor’s orders, 4,620.82 


School Committee, 





11,928.00 

State aid, 1,955.70 
Miscellaneous, 10,106.82 
Discount on taxes, 2,784.02 
Fish discount, 338.40 
Unpaid taxes, 1,057.39 
Remittances, 397.86 
Cash on hand, 10,248.58 
$49,437.15 


C. B. WOOD, Treasurer and Collector. 
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a MISCELLANEOUS. 

School Dis. Auditor’s order to Geo. H. Bump, 42.74 
Town Clerk, for receiving, recording, &c., marriages, births, 

and deaths for 1869, 44.10 
Lakeville’s proportion of fish money for 1869, 149.96 
Town Treasurer, by vote of town, 450.00 
County Tax, 3,065.80 
P. Washburn & Bros., for land taken for highway, 200.00 
State Tax, 6,100.00 
Sundries, 54.72 


$10,106.82 
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ASSETTS AND LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN. 





ASSETTS. 
1868. 1869. 1870. 
Taxes due 2.00 113 66 941.73 1,057.39 
State aid due from state, estimated, 3,000.00 
Cash on hand, 10,248.38 
Due from Carver, on school house, 100.00 
LIABILITIES. 
Treasurer’s and Selectmen’s notes and interest, 6,210.00 
Unpaid appropriations, 1,441.00 
Unpaid orders, 100.00 
Lakeville proportion of herring money, est. 160.00 





Balance of assets, 


ESTIMATED FOR A TAX FOR 1871. 


We would recommend for repair of highways, 








Two thirds to be assessed in a labor tax, 3,000.00 
One third in money divided among the districts, 1,500.00 
For the support of schools, 7,000.00 
School incidental expenses, 1,600.00 
Transporting scholars to High School, 300.00 

Deficiency in last years appropriation for building 
in Thomastown district, 200.00 
Building new roads and bridges, &c., 2,200.00 
Support of paupers, 2,500.00 
Support of insane, 700.00 
Clearing roads of snow, 00.00 
Incidental expenses, 1,500.00 
Discount on taxes, 2,500.00 
$19,200.00 


Less estimated corporation tax, 2,200.00 





Total to be assessed, $17,000.00 
JOSEPH T. WOOD. 
LEWIS T. LEONAD. | 
ISAAC S. CUSHMAN. ) 





$14,405.77 


7,911.00 


— 


$6,494.77 


$4,500.00 


4,500.00 


tk Selectmen 


of 
Middleboro’, 
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TOWN WARRANT. : 


PrrmoutH ss. To James Oole Jr., or either of the Constables of the 
Town of Middleborough, GREETING. 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required to 
notify and warn all the inhabitants of the Town of Middleborough, qualified by 
law to .ote in Town affairs, to meet in the Town House in said Town, on Mon- 
DAY, THE 13TH DAY OF MARCH, INST., AT 10 O'CLOCK A. M., to act on the fol- 
lowing articles, viz. :— 

Ist —To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. 

2d —To choose all necessary Town officers for the ensuing year. The following 
officers to be voted for on one ballot: Town Cler ‘k, Selectmen; Assessors, Treasurer 
and Collector, Overseers of the Poor, School Committee, Constable, and three or 
more Fish Wardens. 

3d,—To determine the manner of repairing the Highways and Bridges the pres- 
ent year. 

4th,—To raise Aes sums of money as may be necessary to defray the expenses 
of the Town for the ensuing year, and determine when the same shall be assessed, 
and how appropriated. 

5th,—To choose a Board of Auditors to examine claims against the ‘Town, and 
order the payment thereof. 

6th,—To choose a Committee to settle with their Treasurer, report the condition 
of the Treasury, and an estimate for a tax, 

7th,—To vote the pay to their ‘Treasurer and Collector for his services the past 
year. 

8th,—To take such action in relation to the Town’s right of takiug and disposin 
of the alewives the present year as may be in accordance with the laws reguiatin 
the same. 

9th,—To see if the ‘Town will vote that the yards of persons chosen Field Drivers 
shall be Town Pounds so long as they remain in office, providing tiey shall also be 
chosen Pound Keepers. 

10th,—To see if the Town will authorize their Overseers of the Poor to contract 
with some person to take charge of the Almshouse and act thereon. 

1]th.—To allow accounts against the ‘Town and act anything «hereon. 

12th,—To take action in relation to clearing the Highw ays of snow. 

13th, —T'o choose some person to have the care of the ‘Town House. 

14th,—To hear and act upon the Reports of any ofticers or committees of the 

Town. 
15th,—-To see if the ‘Town will authorize the construction of a system of Drains 

or Sewers in the Vill: age at the Four Corners and act anything thereon. 
16th,—To see if the “Town will authorize hate Treasurer to hire money to pay 

school teachers the present year. 
17th,—To see what the Town will do with the old school houses in the Thomas- 
town and Rocky Meadow districts. 
18th,—To see if the ‘town will build a “Lock-up” at the Four Corners and act 
anything thereon. 
19th,—To see if the Town will cause those parts of Sachem, Chestnut, Soule and 

Cedar streets to be built as laid out by the County Commissioners, and act anything 

thereon. 
20th —To see if the town will vote an appropriation of one hundred dollars to be 

expended by Post 8, Grand Army of the Republic, in the service of Decorating the 

Graves of Soldiers and Sailors on the coming Memorial Day. 

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant and of your doings thereon at the 
time and place of said meeting. 
Given under our hands at Middleborough, this first day of March, A. D. 1871. 
JOSEPH T. WOOD, 7 Selectmen 
LEWIS LEONARD, of 
ISAAC §, CUSHMAN J Middleborough. 


o 
ng 

cy 
ne 


Middleborough, March 4, 1871. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


SELECTMEN, ASSESSORS, 


QVERSEERS OF THE POOR, 


TREASURER AND TOWN CLERK, 


OF THE 


TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 


For the Financial Year ending March I, 1872. 


MIDDLEBOROUGH: 
JAMES M. Coomss. 
1872. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


March i, 1872. 


Supposing a simple account of our stewardship to be desired, 
rather than our theories,—facts rather than philosophy, — the 
School Committee respectfully submit to the citizens of Middle- 
borough the following report. 


GENERAL SURVEY. 


There have been in charge of the committee during the year 23 
schools, with 23 teachers, in 19 different districts, in 20 different 
buildings, and an aggregate of about 850 different scholars. In 
addition, during the Summer term of ten weeks, an assistant was 
employed in the High school; and, in District No. 5, where there 
are now but about three scholars, and for whose transportation to 
other districts the town appropriated $50, a teacher has been em- 
ployed instead half of each day for 12 weeks, at a cost of $30, so 
that but a small part of the $50 appropriation has been used. It 
appears that there will be no occasion at present for a school in 
No. 5, it being better for the two or three pupils to attend neigh- 
boring schools, and more economical for the town to pay their 
transportation, at least for the excess of two miles. Against our 
19 districts and 23 schools, there were but recently 23 districts and 
26 schools. The number might be still further reduced in the in- 
terest of the town, were it not for our extensive territory, requiring 
long journeys for little feet. We have, as it is, some seven schools, 
in which the average will scarcely exceed 12 scholars; but your 
committee do not see how any one of these schools can easily be 
dispensed with. It has been the aim of the committee to procure 
the best instruction for these smaller schools, but at a somewhat 
lower rate, in consideration of the labor being lighter. 
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WORK OF COMMITTEE. 


The extent of territory referred to adds much to the labors of 
the committee, and more especially if each member seeks some ac- 
quaintance with every school, as is, on many accounts, very desir- 
able, particularly as all the committee are called, at times, to legis- 
late for each school, which must of course be a difficult matter, 
without a little knowledge of the special locality and requirements. 
Your committee planned, therefore, at the opening of the year, to visit 
individually, not only schools within their own assignment, but every 
school in town, once at least during the year. Some of the com- 
mittee have succeeded in doing so. The others will accomplish this 
if practicable. Some, at least, of the inhabitants of Middleborough, 
must be aware of the amount of travel, to say nothing of the time 
these different visitations have required, and will hardly think their 
committee extortioners in charging a sum which does not meet the 
expense of conveyance. But these visits have been enjoyed not 
least in schools most remote, and we trust there has been a mutual 
benefit; if so, the labor has been well rewarded. We certainly 
have pleasant remembrances of a few days thus spent, and of cer- 
tain youthful, active, scholarly countenances, which we have seen 
but once, and may never behold again. 


EXCELLENCES AND EVILS. 


As for the general condition of the schools, we feel warranted in 
saying that, while none are perfect, and some especially have failed 
to meet our expectations and wishes, yet there has been, upon the 
whole, no backward tendency, but adecided progress both in appre- 
ciation and performance of those duties which have devolved re- 
spectively upon teachers and pupils, if not parents. We should 
be glad to report that every instructor had achieved the highest 
success; that every scholar had been uniformly diligent, and obedi- 
ent; and that every parent had been deeply impressed with the 
importance of promoting punctual attendance, providing books, 
visiting the places where so large a part of the children’s lives are 
spent, and cooperating in every way with the teachers and superin- 
tendents of our schools. We regret to say that there is a great 
lack in some of these matters, that might and ought to be corrected. 
It is few, comparatively, that neglect to furnish necessary books for 
their children, though this evil exists to some extent in every school ; 
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E. G.: We have seen two children of the same family having one 
book, and but one, between them, while that was dilapidated, and not 
worth in money five cents. Sometimes the teacher might do more, 
and sometimes the children might, to make such want known to 
the parent; or, better still, the parent might become sensible of 
any such necessity by visiting the school, as should be done each 
term. Let parents and guardians consider this neglect on their 
part! How many of them see the inside of the school-room once a 
year. Is it for lack of time? Doubtless, in some instances. But 
they could take time. And have not most a spare hour, not sel- 
dom, for the neighborly visit, for the neighbor’s shop, or factory, 
or store, or even the stable, where guadrupeds are to be seen? And 
when the Circus ** comes round ” how many fathers, and even moth- 
ers, sit delighted in the amphitheatre for hours, who are never seen 
in the school; who never dream what entertainment they might 
there enjoy, nor how much gratification and encouragement their 
presence might afford to their children and others’ children and the 
instructor? The committee might deem such visits as more than 
an equivalent for their own, and might oftener themselves feel at 
ease in omitting a visit. 

The evil, too, of an irreguiar attendance, cannot be too plainly 
reprehended; and for this parents are largely responsible. The 
matter was forcibly presented in last year’s report, and we recom- 
mend a re-perusal of that part. Some teachers, it is true, do not 
awaken as much enthusiasm as others; and some children may be 
termed tough subjects, in whom it is almost impossible to stir an 
interest, such as shall hold them daily at their desks. And yet 
parents have the matter, for the most part, in their hands, and 
could so insist upon regularity that the son or daughter would soon 
think of nothing else. Ifthe child cannot attend through the year, 
as some cannot, it were better that the same go one term steadily, 
and stay at home the next. Generally the youth is at home ‘to 
help.” One dollar, it may be presumed, would commonly cover 
the demand ; but the pecuniary loss to the school, in putting classes 
back, is ten times that amount, while the loss to the absentee can- 
not be computed. In some towns, six half-day absences in three 
consecutive weeks, without a satisfactory excuse, rendered in writ- 
ing, forfeit the privilege of attendance for that term. If the regu- 
lation works well in one town, why not in another? We ought 
surely to have some regulation. The committee have sometimes 
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found as few as five, and even three present on fair days, and that 
in districts where from fifteen to twenty are enrolled as scholars. 
What waste of money and opportunity! Nor do your committee 
think six hours, with recesses and other recreations, too much time 
for a day’s work in school, except for the feeblest and young- 
est; and we cannot approve of so many vacant seats as some 
school-rooms exhibit, in the latter part of the day, whether counte- 
nanced by parents or teachers. Evidently many such absences 
should be marked, as much as corresponding tardiness in the morn- 
ing, and the general average of attendance be correspondingly 
reduced. The committee submit a table of entire and average at- 
tendance in each district during the year, and the names of a few 
who have earned special commendation in this regard. 


OUR TEACHERS 


Are generally entitled to much praise. For the most part, they 
have proved faithful workers, conscientious and successful; and not 
only those who have long been tried, whose interest and fidelity do 
not seem to flag, but also beginners in the service. Teaching is an 
art not often well understood at first, and while the fresh enthusi- 
asm of the novitiate is of some account, let but this enthusiasm 
continue, we can but give the preference to persons of experience. 
Then there are some, young men and young women of excellent ca- 
pacity, character, and scholarship, who would succeed admirably in 
other labors, but who have not the natural tact to conduct a school, 
and will scarcely acquire it with any amount of experience. Such 
should understand themselves, and turn their attention to fields 
where they would not only be useful, but even shine; while those 
who do succeed, and are adapted to succeed, should strive to excel, 
never ceasing to say Hacelsior. If any teacher loves not the labor, 
but only the situation and the remuneration, such teacher should 
make haste to retire. For such to ask a place is but an imposi- 
tion. The time was when these situations were largely distributed, 
or rotated, by way of favoritism or nepotism. That time, we trust, 
has passed. Your committee have sought to place instructors not 
principally for their sakes, but for the best advantage of the schools. 
We consider teaching as something far higher than going a certain 
daily round, for so many stipulated dollars; and since there is due 
to every district the best facilities possible in the circumstances, we 
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cannot hesitate to make a change, however reluctantly, so be that 
for any cause a teacher fails of fair success. The school, and not 
the teacher, is the first consideration. At the same time, complaints 
respecting teachers should not be lightly entertained, too often 
coming from children whose conduct has required restraint, or such 
as cannot appreciate what may be peculiar in a certain teacher, 
however profitable. It is thus that good teachers have sometimes 
failed, being martyrs to their ideas; aiming at new methods, while 
others have thought the old better. 

It would greatly benefit all our teachers to visit other’s schools, 
particularly such schools as the committee might designate, since 
every teacher, however experienced, might thereby receive profit- 
able suggestions, and guard against becoming stereotyped. This 
teacher might need to observe the ways of that teacher, and that 
teacher of some other, and so on; and it might be well to require 
our teachers to make such visits at least once in a term; also, if 
they should occasionally call upon the scholar, at that scholar’s 
home, it would have a good effect upon themselves, and a wonderful 
effect upon the pupil. Also, if our teachers could meet each month, 
or even once a term, all being present, together with the committee, 
that views might be interchanged, and counsel given, a good result 
could not fail to follow. This may seem almost impracticable in a 
town so extended, and we would suggest, as a partial substitute, 
and under the head of 


FACILITIES, 


A small annual appropriation, say $25, to be expended by the com- 
mittee, in the purchase of the most approved books and periodicals, 
devoted to the subject of practical education, the same to be circu- 
lated among our teachers. Surely teachers that are worthy of their 
places would read them, and be quickened by them. The commit- 
tee have been able, out of the appropriation for incidentals, to place 
on every teacher’s desk, during the year, such text-books as are in 
constant use, thus preventing the discreditable necessity of depend- 
ing on the pupils for books, saving time and expense to the teacher, 
who can often ill afford to purchase a number of books which may 
be used in no other town, and which said teacher may have no oc- 
casion to use in this town after a single term. The aggregate cost 
of this convenience has not exceeded $100. There are other im- 


~ 


provements which would be well, such as a good, but cheap, clock 
for each school-room, and a thermometer, which should be studious- 
ly kept by the teacher; and so the temperature of the room be 
carefully regulated, not according to the momentary physical con- 
dition of some pupil, or the teacher, but according to a wise sani- 
tary regime. This may seem like a small matter, but it is really a 
great matter, where the health of dear children, so many of them, 
is at stake. 


SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 


Your committee have done nearly as much as the means in their 
hands would enable them, to improve the condition of the school 
buildings. A new house has been built at the Green, No. 3, ac- 
cording to the vote of the town, at an expense of $1,674.67. This 
includes a new fence. It stands on the ground so long occupied by 
what had become but an apology for a school-house, and which has 
been sold for $75. The new house is 24x36, is a neat structure, 
with blinds, and will accommodate 56 scholars. It has modern 
seats, 2 sink, an extensive blackboard, and many other conveni- 
ences. The building deserves to be appreciated by the people of 
the district. It has been honestly and creditably built by Mr. 
James P. Sparrow. 

The school-rooms in Nos. 1, 10 and 21, which had but ancient, 
clumsy and uncomfortable seats and desks, have been supplied with 
new ones, which are more ornamental and commodious, and are of 
the most approved description; all on satisfactory terms, as given 
elsewhere. In the last named district, also, a new fence, plain but 
substantial, has taken the place of the few boards that constituted, 
by interspaces, the old worn-out enclosure, while the building itself, 
which had long been neglected, has been painted and papered. 
Similar repairs have also been made in Nos. 1, 2, 6, 10, 18, 19. 
Still other districts need repairs as soon as may be. We hope to 
see all the school-rooms in town furnished with modern seats, and 
other simple improvements, within two or three years, which can 
be done without difficulty, if the town will continue according to the 
present liberal and honorable scale of appropriations. A new house 
needs next to be built in No. 14, while those in Nos. 15, 17, and 
20 or 21, should be re-seated, perhaps, assoon as any. The building 
in No, 18 needs painting and general repairs, and the room occupied 
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by the second Primary scholars in that building greatly needs new 
seats with desks. The room occupied by the first Primaries is 
crowded to excess, and the teacher having a hundred of these tiny 
pupils ought to be relieved of half. Who would fill her place? or 
where shall another room be found? are questions which may be 
forced upon us at any time. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


It will readily be seen that, with the utmost economy, not less 
than $1500 for incidentals will suffice till the buildings are all 
brought into something like a respectable and uniform condition 
throughout the town. And neither would less than $7000, as here- 
tofore, seem sufficient for teachers’ salaries and incidentals pertain- 
ing thereto. As regards 


SALARIES, 


The committee have caused some retrenchment in certain direc- 
tions, so that they have been able, without exceeding the appropri- 
ation, to increase, in a slight degree, the wages of nearly all the 
lady teachers, which increase seemed eminently just, especially in 
the Winter term, as also in the case of such as have had much ex- 
perience and success, while remoteness and inconvenience of access 
have, in other instances, been considered. We think it will appear 
that we have carefully kept not only within our means, but also 
within the bounds of justice, employing our teachers at less rates 
generally than are allowed in neighboring towns of a similar char- 
acter. 


LENGTH OF SCHOOLS. 


In consequence of the retrenchment spoken of, the committee 
have been enabled to afford more weeks of schooling in every dis- 
trict where it has been desired; in none less than 32 weeks; the 
maximum being 36. Some exhibit of the reduction of expenditure 
referred to will best appear in connection with our account of the 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


First, a reduction in the rent of room in the Academy from $300 
to $250. We know of no better accommodations to be had for the 
High school; but a room of half the dimensions would be worth 
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more and cost less. In so large and resonant a room, few pupils 
are easily heard, and few, therefore, appear to advantage. 

The school, in the Summer term of ten weeks, was taught by the 
Misses Lydia S. and Ella C. Robinson, both graduates of our higher 
seminaries. ‘They succeeded well, and thorough instruction was 
afforded, not only in English studies, but also in the ancient and 
modern classics. The expense was but $225, against $390 in pre- 
vious terms ; or a saving in one short session of $165. 

These ladies, desiring a less arduous and responsible position, 
resigned at the close of the Summer term, when the services of Mr. 
E. E. Parker, a recent graduate of Dartmouth College, with much 
experience, and the best of recommendations, were secured; and 
such has been his success for the other two terms of 13 weeks each, 
as to assure us that he has been the right man in the right place. 
His firm but quiet discipline, his capability in conducting his 
classes, and his entire devotedness to the interests of the school, 
have left little to be desired; and we have felt that if he were to 
leave at the end of this term it would be difficult to make his place 
good. He has had 45 pupils each term, of whom he has cheerfully 
taken charge without assistance. He has received $100 per month. 
These two terms have involved an expenditure of $339 less than 
previous corresponding periods, The janitor’s bill has been $33, 
instead of $53 the year before. Beside, the 40 weeks of the pre- 
vious year, instead of 36 the present year, incurred an expense. of 
$156 more than for the year current, so that the aggregate reduc- 
tion in cost of the High school has been $755. Now if this had 
been achieved at a disadvantage to our youth and the deterioration 
of the school, we should count it anything butagain. But being 
assured that the High school has never been more profitable than 
the past year, we feel that we are warranted in a word of compla- 
cency. We do not expect, be sure, that so great a saving can be 
accomplished another year, and it might not be desirable; and yet 
we think that some curtailment can be continued, without loss to 
the school, and certainly with somewhat more of equity to the in- 
habitants of this scattered town. And we desire to submit to our 
fellow-citizens, in a town like this, so large a proportion of whose 
inhabitants live remote from the centre, and must have the advan- 
tages of a High school, if at all, with great inconvenience, the 
question, whether the committee should exceed the number of weeks 
required by law for the High school, viz., 36, or strictly adhere to 


ii 


the 36 weeks, and use the surplus, if surplus there be, for the im- 
provement of our district schools throughout the town. As for 
ourselves, as a Board, while we are emphatically in favor of the high- 
est education, and would labor to make the High school better and 
better, we are yet agreed in the belief that the last mentioned course 
is more equitable, and just to the interests of the entire town; 
believing, too, that it may be accomplished without detriment to the 
High school itself. We have had no option the past year, as the 
school the year before was so much prolonged into the spring. 

While, however, we would abate not our efforts at all in behalf of 
the High school, it would be idle to expect to make it what would 
be practicable amid a condensed population, even though such popu- 
lation were smaller than ours in the amount. Accordingly, it is 
unfair to institute a comparison between our High school and similar 
schools in towns which have no such disadvantages to contend with. 
For example, a High school of the highest order demands a prescribed 
course of study which shall be steadily pursued, with little or no de- 
viation for a term of years, up to a complete graduation. But for 
this we must have a good proportion of scholars who will continue, 
and we must be able to retain a good teacher from year to year. But 
as it is, pupils educated in twenty different schools, with no defined 
preparation, appear from many different parts of this extended town, 
asking admission; and, if admitted, as it is to be hoped they can be, 
they remain for a term or two, to be succeeded by others, or by them- 
selves again, perhaps, a year later. Meanwhile their former teacher 
has gone, it is more than probable, and another is engaged, who 
knows nothing about the past of the school or the scholars, and who, 
withal, may have a very different idea of a ‘‘course of study” from 
that of his predecessor. How plainly impossible, however desirable, 
to abide by any method or system in such circumstances. It has 
been tried, and tried again, in vain. 

Let not, then, this town expect any impracticable degree of supe- 
riority in our High school. Let us do the best we can under the 
circumstances: fulfil the law, and make the highest possible use of 
our appropriations for this purpose. We believe that an allowance 
for transportation isa most reasonable statute, and preeminently so, ina 
town like this, and that nothing less than what is now allowed should 
be cheerfully accorded. Even this removes but a pittance of the dis- 
advantages of the more distant inhabitants. For illustration, such 
is the time-table of our railroad trains, that, six months of the year, 
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numbers of our pupils are obliged to leave their homes at 7 o’clock 
in the morning, and cannot reach home till 8 o’clock in the evening. 
Let those more favored make the case their own. 

But notwithstanding all these adverse circumstances, we have much 
to be proud of in our High school, —some excellent scholars, and 
some who continue, and a discipline which has steadily and wonder- 
fully improved, from the opening of the year. Ifacertain proportion 
of these pupils, who have heretofore entered the school unprepared, 
could be lifted up some degrees in attainment, our pride and pleasure 
would be still enhanced. We give elsewhere some statistics of the 
High school. 

Your committee have seriously considered the important question, 
what disposition shall be made of the High school in the year to 
come? Change, which has been its history, has again been threat- 
ened. We have felt that the town would wish to take the wisest 
action in the interest of the school, and that economy should not be 
the only consideration. It has been, with the committee, a question 
whether they should accept the proposal of the Trustees of Pierce 
Academy, to employ the Principal of that institution, who will begin 
a term of teaching, April lst, to take charge of the High school 
jointly ; or should they continue to rent the lower room of the Acad- 
emy building, as may be done, and continue a separate and distinct 
High school. | 

In favor of the former measure is the alleged or supposed argument 
of economy, which means, as is generally understood, the saving of 
rent, viz., $250. We have heard no other argument mentioned. 

In favor of continuing as now, is the conviction which is entertained 
by many, that the High school will thrive better, if kept distinct ; 
also that the Academy might be but temporary or intermittent, and 
so any union of the schools be nothing to be depended on, nothing 
permanent, and only add another to the list of luckless changes ; and 
also that it might not prove to be an economy, inasmuch as two teach- 
ers would unquestionably be required, in case of union, whereas, in 
case of separation, one teacher will be likely to suffice for the High 
school, and thus the saving of rent be more than counterbalanced. 
Beside, it has seemed to the committee very desirable to retain the 
present successful teacher in the High school, and that a transition 
to almost any new teacher, who must for himsedf gain the confidence 
of the school, and learn, de novo, the status of the school, would be 
detrimental. 
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In view of these considerations, it has seemed best to the commit- 
tee to proceed a while, at least a term, and test the working of the 
schools apart. We might tell better after a trial, and the result 
might be two good schools in town, instead of one. We should have 
been glad to refer this question to the town, but we could not delay, 
if we were to engage the present teacher, Mr. Parker, as we have 
done. We feel assured that we have been guided by no sectional or 
sectarian influence in this decision, but only by the consideration of 
the best good of the school, and what would seem to be the interest 
of all the people. 


IN CONCLUSION. 


Let us not, in any case, abate our zeal in the cause of education, 
but persevere in our generous provisions, and so, while honoring and 
benefitting ourselves, contribute also a proper share in sustaining the 
reputation of our Commonwealth, which expends, per capita for its 
school population, three times as much as Pennsylvania, and four 
times as much as New York; and has been favored with charitable 
benefactions, for educational purposes, the past year, to the munificent 
amount of two and a half millions. Let us give our children a good 
education, if we give them nothing else ; since 


‘‘ Learning is an addition beyond 
Nobility, or birth, or wealth.” 


HENRY lL. EDWARDS, School 
AUGUSTUS H. SOULE, \ otk 
HANNAH CROSSMAN, Sapa 
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The sum appropropriated for schools was $7000. 


has been expended. 


SCHOOL No. 1. 


Lucretia G. Osborn, teaching, 
Frances M. Talbot, teaching, 

Carrie E. Soule, teaching, 

Ira Smith, wood, 

A. H. Soule, wood, 

Thomas Soule, janitor, sawing wood, 


SCHOOL No. 2. 


Carrie E. Soule, teaching, 

Ella M. A. Whiting, teaching, 
William C. Swift, wood, sawing, &c., 
Walter Bryant, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 3. 


Caroline Weston, teaching, 
Lucia Drake, teaching, 
Willie Bryant, janitor, 
Arad Bryant, wood, 
Wood, sawing, &c., 


SCHOOL No. 4. 
Deborah Gisby, teaching, 


Wood, sawing, and housing, 
Clarence Tobey, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 


on 


Laura Darling, teaching, 
SCHOOL No. 6. 


Mary E. Thompson, teaching, 
Seth Dean, wood, sawing, and housing, 
George Boomer, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 8. 


John B. Thomas, teaching, 

Mary E. White, teaching, 

Ellen Braley, teaching, 

Freeman T. McLathlin, woed, sawing, and housing, 
Willie Johnson, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 10. 


Ellen Harlow, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, and housing, 


The following 


$150.00 
82.50 
7.50 
5.00 
2.25 
5.00 





$150.00 
90.00 
6.25 
3.00 





$151.20 
78.00 
3.00 
7.50 
1.75 





$260.00 
10.83 
2.00 





$236.00 
15.00 
3.00 





$131.00 
90.00 
40.00 
14.75 
3.00 





$252.25 


$249,295 


$241.45 


$262.83 


$30.00 


$254.00 


$278.75 


$160.75 
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SCHOOL No, 11. 


S. Isadora Hathaway, teaching, 
Addie R. Lawrence, teaching, 
Emma C. Hinckley, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, and housing, 


SCHOOL No. 12. 


Ada Tinkham, teaching, 
John B. Thomas, teaching, 
Ellen Braley, teaching; 
Wood, sawing, and housing, 
William Cushman, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 13. 


Laurana L. Smith, teaching, 
Wood, 
Janitor’s bill, 


SCHOOL No. 14. 


Ella Thompson, teaching, 
Wood, 
Nelson Thomas, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 15. 


E. Frank Coflin, teaching, 
Flora W. Leonard, teaching, 
Lavinia Harlow, teaching, 
Lizzie Dickerman, teaching, 

O. C. Porter, wood, housing, 
Janitor’s bill, and sawing wood, 


SCHOOL No. 16. 


W. Anna Harding, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, and housing, 


SCHOOL No. 17, 


Myra A. Keith, teaching, 

Ellen Braley, teaching, 

Hattie E. Winchester, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, and housing, 


SCHOOL No. 18. 


Hattie C. Barden, teaching, 
Marion G. Pratt, teaching, 
Lavinia Morse, teaching, 
Mary L. Tinkham, teaching, _ 
Wood, 

Sawing, 

John Eaton, janitor, 


$65.00 
70.00 
91.00 
5.38 





$65.00 
55.30 
44.80 
14.46 
3.50 





$238.00 
7.87 
4.25 





$243.00 
2.50 
2.75 





$65.00 
28.60 
39.20 
90.00 
9.00 
3.75 





$253.00 
3.75 





$70.00 
70.00 
102.00 
10.27 





$360.00 
306.00 
288.00 
288.00 
49.50 
12.00 
10.00 





$231.38 


$183.06 


$248.25 


$256.75 


$252.27 


$1,313.50 
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SCHOOL No. 19. 














Florence Howes, teaching, $160.00 
Lydia S. Robinson, teaching, 120.00 
Janitor’s bill, 3.00 
Luther White, preparing wood, 11.00 
$294.00 
SCHOOL No. 20. 
Lucinda Chandler, teaching, $214.00 
Janitor’s bill, 3.00 
$217.00 
SCHOOL No. 21. 
Eva M. Keith, teaching, $192.00 
Janitor’s bill, 8.00 
; $195.00 
SCHOOL No. 22. 
Mary T. Straffin, teaching, $126.00 
Annie D. Pratt, teaching, 65.00 
Janitor’s bill, 3.00 
$194.00 
Wood bills, Nos. 19, 20, 21, 22, 80.76 
$963.76 
Whole amount expended, $5,768.17 
HIGH SCHOOL. 
Lydia S. Robinson, teaching, $112.50 
Ella Robinson, teaching, 112.50 
E. Parker, teaching, 625.00 
Wood, sawing, and housing, 64.94 
James Gibbs, janitor, 83.00 
$947.94 





COST OF SCHOOL-HOUSE BUILT AT THE GREEN, No. 3. 





James P. Sparrow, per contract, $1,500.00 
B. N. Bradt & Co., furniture, 172.47 
George Soule, chairs, 2.20 
$1,674.67 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Rent of High school building, $250.00 
B. L. Boomer, painting houses in Nos. 1 and 2, 52.35 
George Soule, table and chairs, No. 1, 10.00 
James P. Sparrow, stock and work on houses, Nos. 1, 2, 6, 62.99 
B. N. Bradt & Co., desks, No. 1, 100.00 
B. L. Boomer, painting No. 6, 55.50 
H. W. Vaughan, mason work on houses Nos. 1, 2, and 6, 7.59 
Swift’s express, 1.50 
John Shaw, ink, crayons, &c., 31.10 
Leroy Thompson, cleaning No. 6, 1.00 
Freight on desks, &c., 7.41 


S. G. Coffin, repairs No. 6, 1.75 
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Oliver C. Porter, repairs No. 15, 2.50 
B. N. Bradt & Co., desks, No. 10, 170.47 
Desire Adrich, cleaning No. 20, 2.50 
Col. O. Eaton, work on fence No, 21, 23.25 
A. & E. F. Dunbar, lumber for fence No. 21, 64.50 
Hooper & Clark, fence capping and nails No, 21, 21.90 
Hooper & Clark, store materials Nos. 19, 20, 21, 22, 10.54 
Col. O. Eaton, additional labor and materials, 9.08 
Warren Gibbs, painting and papering, and repairs upon 

Nos. 19, 20, 21, 22, 153.26 
Noyes & Holmes, books for teachers’ desks, 98.47 
B. N. Bradt & Co., seats and desks No. 21, 91.00 
J. Perkins, repairs No. 20, .70 
H. L. Edwards, for one text-book, 85 
H. L. Edwards, transportation seats, &c., 7.62 
H. L. Edwards, horse hire, extra postage, &c,, 7.35 
G. H. Doane’s bill for stoves, pipe, &c., Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 

$;, 12; 18,-16,-37,,18, 19, 115.17 
S. W. Reed, repairing No. 18, 72.35 
W.S. Barden, repairing No, 18, 14.00 
Patrick Murphy, for trees, 42.00 
H. W. Vaughan, work and stock Nos. 14, 16, 18, 25.32 
H. C. Coombs, use of well No. 18, 4.00 
¥F. E. Wood, painting, &c., Nos. 10, 18, 45.82 
J. P. Sparrow, labor, &c., No. 10, 19.95 
Joseph Tinkham, repairs Nos. 10, 11, 12, 30.13 
Isaac Clark, pump No. 12, 12.00 
S. W. Ryder, clearing well, &c., 12.50 
J. Savery, repairing No. 13, 9.20 
J. A. Thomas, repairing No. 14, 9.28 
Pp. H. Pierce & Co., No. 14, 1.61 
Abraham Thomas, repairing No. 16, 10.00 
J. H. Vaughan, labor and lumber No. 16, 31.18 
Incidentals, 5 90 
S. A. Sherman, repairing No. 17, 14.65 
Thomas Tillson, labor No. 18, 5.00 
Cleaning houses Nos. 10, 12, 13, 7.00 
A. ©. Wood, lumber, 1.13 
James S. Bump, repairs No. 19, 6.50 
George Soule, Geography of Mass., for High school, 12.00 
E. E. Parker, blanks, 1.50 

Amount, $1,752.47 


The town voted to pay transportation to High school scholars who 
were obliged to travel over two miles, at the rate of five cents per 
mile for such excess. The following named persons have received 
the sums set against their names. 


Charles S. Sayer, $27.75 
James C. Leary, 26.25 
George Sisson, 15.00 
Isaac Burgess, | 5.25 
Cornelius Leary, 15.75 
Henry T. Maynard, 15.75 
Elijah H. Thomas, 5.20 


Maria Eddy, 6.50 
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Lorenzo P. Sturtevant, 11.55 
Albert W. Smith, 2.60 
Mary Driggs, 2.50 
Debbie Driggs, 2.65 
Naomi Morse, 8.70 
——— $145.45 
TABLE, 
Showing, I, The whole number of different scholars in each school during 
the year. 


II. The average attendance in each school for the year. 
III. The names of those who have not been absent during the year. 


SCHOOLS. 





No. 


18, 


. oe 7 ef ®@ 





Grammar, .... 


Intermediate, 


Older Primary,. . 
Younger Primary, 


No. 19, 
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High school, bie tell 




















WHOLE NO. |AVERAGE. NAMES. 
16 11 Stephen B. Gibbs. 
36 23 Philip Callan. 

25 21 Willie H. Boucher. 
46 29% Charles W. Leach. 
25 19 Lena Shaw. 
35 25 Sarah S. Barden. 
25 27 Abbie C. Coombs. 
13 104 Debbie H. Swift. 
16 9 Thomas Boucher. 
29 18 Charles M. Leonard. 
oT 19 Ella M. Clark. 
17 12 Lucy M. Jenney. 
29 174 Katie E. Murphy. 
26 17 Mary F. Hagen. 
61 47 George E. Boomer. 
58 48 Carrie Deane. 
58 42 Horace Deane. 

118 88 
50 31 
19 1s 
24 154 
25 ll 
54 37 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen of Middleborough present the following report 
for the year ending March Ist, 1872. 


Voted by the town for repairs of highways, to be assessed on the 
polls and estates, $4,000.00 
Appropriated for new roads and bridges and special repairs, 3,200.00 


There has been assessed and appropriated as follows: 


REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS. 


NORTH SECTION. 


Dist. Surveyors. Amount of Tax. Extra Appro. Not Worked. 
Nos. 1 & 2, William Washburn, $1,568.07 $149.63 
No. 3, Ethan A. Standish, 152.51 1.16 

4, Augustus Pratt, 7.3 82 
5, Edwin Holmes, 148.48 50.11 16.83 
6, Russell Snow, 93.63 20.00 04 
7, Isaac E. Macomber, 42.24 
8, Levi Morse, . 23.81 *5.96 
9, Sandford Weston, 24.32 18.10 2 63 
10, Clinton W. Cole, 43.38 6.13 
11, N. W. Leonard, 32.55 4.18 
12, Albert Alden, 373.78 21.89 
$2,582.11 


EAST SECTION. 


No. 1, Truman Holmes, $46,72 $9.83 
2, Zebedee Leonard, 45.28 29.41 
3, Augustus H. Soule, 54.59 3.00 
4, Cyrus Smith, 58.86 08 


* Paid into the treasury, $3.08. 
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Dist. Surveyors. Amount of’Tax. Extra Appro. Not Worked. 
No. 5, Thomas S. Ellis, 44.90 1.16 
6, Isaac Bryant, 18.98 $21.00 4.10 
7, James P. Sparrow, 04.71 64.89 1.01 
8, Albert J. Wood, 55.26 2714 50 
9, Reuel Thompson, 42.39 7.25 
10, Isaac Harlow, 31.28 17.03 (1870.) 
11, Lewis Leonard, 30.62 28.00 
12, KE. H. Waterman, 40.78 20.00 1.62 
13, Ezra Morse, 40.19 37.52 4.56 
14, George H. Bump, 123.83 1.50 
16, Ephraim Hathaway, 9.13 20.00 .66 
17, Ezra Shaw, 32.96 20.00 
$730.48 $262.81 $57-43 
SOUTH SECTION. 

No. 1, Nelson Thomas, $97.48 $10.86 $3.30 
2, Samuel Rider, 51.69 214<72 
3, Francis B. Gibbs, 42.80 50.00 
4, Seneca R. Thomas, 44,24 6.24 
©, Lhomas M. LeBaron, 93.21 No return. 

6, Charles C. Tinkham, 56.80 23.79 
7, James H. Marvel, 79.16 6.05 2.07 

8, Abisha T. Clark, 57.47 

9, Henry A. Dunham, Bu 51 
10, Thomas G. Gammons, 45.138 6.21 21 
11, George S. Clark, 55.07 41.00 1.70 
12, Abner Wood, 86 57 44.85 12:91 
15, Stillman Benson, 71.73 24.14 26 
14, William L. Holmes, 67.59 13.53 
15, Wilson Shaw, 18.16 94 
16, George T. M. Gammons, 48.21 15.67 1.36 
17, Seth Shurtleff, 18.87 on 
18, Thomas Snow, 7.94 24 
$899.43 $198.78 $84.19 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


SPECIAL REPAIRS. 


Vernon Street, as laid out by Commissioners. 
Paid Andrew C. Wood, as sold at auction, $500.00 
Samuel W. Rider, as sold at auction, 575.00 
Elbridge Shaw, for cutting bushes, 17.00 $1,092.00 


* Paid into the treasury, $6.40. 
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Clay Street. 

Paid William B. White, carting gravel, &c., 51.50 
Pleasant Street. 

Paid J. A. Shaw, for repairs, 0.44 
Pratt’s Bridge. 

Paid Van R. Swift, materials and repairs, 23.50 
Purchase Bridge. 

Paid Reuel W. Eaton, for gravelling and repairing, 19.20 
Main Street, near Town House. ; 

Paid Samuel W. Ryder, for gravelling, &c., 65.76 


Plymouth Street, from Short Street to Waterville. 
Paid Andrew C. Wood, for gravelling, repairing, &c., 242.00 
Benjamin Shurtleff, for repairing bridge in 1870, 1.00 
Plympton Street, near J. M. Eddy’s. 
Paid Joshua M. Eddy, for gravelling, repair- 


ing, &¢., 34.82 
Jabez & Wm. C. Swift, for gravelling, 
repairing, &c., 59.25 


Aug. H. Soule, for putting on shavings, 10.50 104.57 
Brook Street, near Washburn’s Mill. 
Paid Thomas S. Ellis, for work on bridge, 16.00 
Jos. G. Washburn, for work and material 
on bridge, 89.57 
David W. Thompson, for work on bridge, 4.80 
Allen Cobb, for repairing street, 8.5 
Z. KX, Raymond, for repairing street, 4.0 
Fuller Street, near James Smith’s. 
Paid Chris. C. Smith, for repairing bridge and street, 38.62 
Thompson Street (in Lowlands.) 
Paid Harrison W. Atwood, for scraping, repairing, &c., 10.82 
Long Point Road. 
Paid Jeremiah W. Reed, for carting gravel stone, &c., 56.00 


Thomas Street. 


e 


72.97 


Paid Harvey Smith, for repairing, 8.75 
France Street. 

Paid Nathaniel Shurtleff, for repairing bridge, 5.88 
Rocky Gutter Street. 

Paid Nelson Thomas, for repairing, &c., 158.53 
Chestnut, Thomas, and Tispaquin Streets. 

Paid Thomas Smith, for repairing, 93.13 
Paid Thomas G. Gammons, for repairing bridge, 6.21 

George 8. Clark, for repairing bridge, 11.55 

Lewis Leonard, for plank for Turnpike bridge, 10.72 


Lewis Leonard, for material and Labor en Warren’s bridge,68.50 
Lewis Leonard, for material and labor on Covington’s 
bridge, ~ 6.67 


Thomas S. Ellis, 
Elnathan Sherman, 
Nelson Thomas, 
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GRAVEL BILLS; 


Paid Thomas F. Barden, for 80 rods, 
J. A. Shaw, 


Wilson Morse, for road scraper, 


Dist. 


Total, 


¢ 


SNOW BILLS. 


NORTH 


SECTION. 


No. 4, Augustus Pratt, surveyor, 


5, Jared Pratt, surveyor, 
6, Charles F. Pierce, surveyor, 


10, Sandford Weston, surveyor, 
11, Marston Thompson, surveyor, 


Dist. 
No. 


EAST SECTION. 


1, Gustavus L. Swift, surveyor, 
3, Orlando Soule, surveyor, 

5, William C. Eddy, surveyor, 
6, Isaac Bryant, surveyor, 


11, Lewis Leonard, surveyor, 
16, Isaac S. Shurtleff, surveyor, 
17, Joseph G. Washburn, surveyor, 


Dist. 
No. 


SOUTH 


1, Elijah Hacket, surveyor, 

1, Darius and seth Miller, team, &c., 
2, Alpheus K. Bishup, 

4, Lothrop Thomas, 

5, Theophilus LeBaron, 
6, Harvey Smith, 

7, James H. Marvel, 

8, E. M. Barrows, 

8, Tyler Pierce, 

9, E. J. Wrightington, 


10, Nathaniel F. Shurtle/f, 
12, Andrew A. Bisbee, 


11, Ezra A. Harlow, 
14, I. F. Atwood, 


16, Jeremiah W. Reed, 


17, W. T. Jefferson, 


Total, 


SECTION. 


66 


$75.00 
4.00 
2.52 
9.37 
4.04 


o>) 


co SUR 
avon] 
dD CO CO Orb 


— K 
AIO MWS 


On orO rn Ore 
onmuounoc Or 


94.93 
6.00 


$2,254.25 


$227.78 





$359.54 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Samuel Cushman, for damage caused by 
horse taking fright at shovel works, 


Paid C. B. Wood, Treasurer and Collector, $450.00 
J.T. Wood, Selectman and Assessor, 198.39 
L. Leonard, Selectman and Assessor, 160.00 
I. S. Cushman, Selectman and Assessor, 95.90 
S. F. Cobb, Selectman and Assessor, 122.75 
S. Hinckley, Overseer of Poor, 58.00 
C. B. Wood, Overseer of Poor, 24-50 
Aug. H. Soule, School Committee, 101.00 
E. W. Drake, School Committee, 45.00 
Elbridge Cushman, School Committee, 59.70 
James Cole, Constable, 25.50 
Eliab Ward, care of Town House, 6.50 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid J. M. Coombs, for printing town report, $55.00 
J. M. Coombs, for printing, 32.80 
John Clark, for auditing soldier’s claims, 7.50 
Wilson C. Ryder, for blank books, 2.70 
C. K. Darling, for valuation paper, &c., 20.25 
Sydney Tucker, for rent of office, 60.00 
William H, Wood, for professional service, 10.00 
S. Hinckley, for services as auctioneer, &c., 8.50 
J. G. Sparrow, for guide boards, &c., 77.00 


Wm. A. Garbett, for levelling, surveying, and 


making plans for street drains, &c., 159.25 
Wm. R. Caswell, watching at clerk’s office, 8.00 
EK. N. Osborn, for telegraphing, 5.70 
John Shaw, for paper, &c., 1.55 


George Soule, for repairs on town safe, 


5.00 


Leander M. Alden, special police service, &c., 7.50 
Enoch R. Morse, for repairing town safe, 100.00 
Ezra A. Harlow, for work on highway in 1870, 12.15 


RECAPITULATION. 
Repairs of highways, labor tax, $4,000.00 
Overlay on tax, 212.02 
Total labor tax committed, $4,212.02 
Extra appropriation in money to Surveyors 
of Highways, $549.80 


New roads and special repairs, 


$1,348.29 


$587.90 


2,254.25 $2,804.05 
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Clearing highways of snow, $359.54 
Salaries of officers, 1,351.79 
Miscellaneous, 387.90 

$5,103.28 


HERRING ACCOUNT. 
Received of E. A. Harlow, for right to fish, 


and interest, $631.56 
City of Taunton, 30.00 
City of Fall River, 10.00 
Town of Somerset, 20.00 
Town of Dighton, 20.00 
Town of Berkiey, 20.00 
Town of Raynham, 20.00 

Town of Freetown (1870,) 10.00 $761.56 
Paid J. T. Wood’s bill, as Fish Warden, 33.55 
L. Leonard’s bill, as Fish Warden, 3.50 
S. Hinckley’s bill, as Fish Warden, 56.50 
J. C. Perkins’s bill, as Fish Warden, 6.00 
Ira Smith’s bill, as Fish Warden, 4.00 


E. Robinson, services before Fish Committee, 37.50 __ 
J.H.Waterman, watching fish at Taunton, &¢.,118.00 
F. F. Eaton, watching fish at Taunton, &., 67.00 
S. Makepeace, watching fish at Taunton, &c., 12.00 
A.C. Vaughan, watching fish at Taunton, &c., 5.00 





Laura W. King, for boarding watchers, 60.00 _ “i 
Mrs. Earle Sproat, rent of land for fish house, 3.00 . {p) ~~ 
Postage, &c., 45 +-$406.50 
Balance of receipts, 355.06 
Lakeville proportion of the same, 68.85 
Net income from fish, $286.21 
THE AMOUNT AND TO WHOM STATE AID HAS BEEN 
PAID. 
I. F. Atwood, Guardian, $48.00 
Marcus Bumpus, 36.00 
Stillman Benson, Guardian, 48.00 
Thomas S. Ellis, Guardian, 48.00 
Peter Fagan, 168.00 
Thomas G. Gammons, 54.00 
Armenia Hall, 96.00 
Elizabeth Hathaway, 48.00 
Harrison Haskins, 36.00 


Priscilla W. Mitchell, | 96.00 
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Isaac E. Macomber, - 72.00 
Charles C. Mellens, 54.00 
Artemas Morse, 24.00 
Hannah S. Raymond, 28.40 
Jared Alden, Guardian, 48.00 
Chris. C. Smith, 54.00 
Henry Shaw, 72.00 
William B. Shaw, 54.00 
Valeria A. Simmons, 96.00 
Sarah A. Tinkham, 96.00 
Thomas P. Wetherby, 36.00 
Asa Wrightington, 36.00 
Eliza T. Wood, 48.00 
Herbert F. Washburn, 54.00 
Henry F. Pope, 36.00 
Hannah J. Cole, 96.00 
John T. Raymond, 48.00 
Andrew M. Perkins, 36.00 

$1,666.40 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER AND COLLECTOR FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING MARCH Ist, 1872. 


Dr. 
Cash on hand from old account, $10,248.28 
Unpaid taxes in bills 1868, ’69 and ’70, 1,057.39 
Cash received on account of highway taxes, 18.67 
on account of town maps, 20.45 


on account of fish from the following towns and cities : 
Freetown $10.00, Somerset $20.00, Dighton $20.00, 
Taunton $30.00, Berkley 20.00, Raynham $20.00, 


Fall River $10.00, 130.00 
Cash received from George A. Warren for license, 10.00 
H. Tillson for license, 10.00 
L. Mason for license, 10.00 
Town of Bridgewater for schooling, 19.00 
A. H. Soule for schooling, 72.50 
County Treasurer on account of dog license, 311.61 
Town of Carver on account of school-house, 100 00 
E. A. Harlow on account of fish, 631.56 
For circus license, 15.00 
From Selectmen for stove, 25 
From Selectmen for grass, 7.00 


From State Treasurer on account of State Aid, 1,867.07 
From State Treasurer on account of Com. Tax, 2,385.06 
From State Treasurer on account of Nat'l Banks, 1,533.66 
Irom State Treasurer on account of State Pauper, 1.43 


D 
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From State Treasurer on account of Massachusetts 








school fund, 298.07 
On money deposited, 67.32 
Summons and interest, 37.68 
Amount of taxes committed in 1871, 29,673.56 
$48,525.66 

Cr. 

Paid School Committee orders, $10,671.02 
Selectmen and Auditor’s orders, 5,207.05 
Assessor’s orders, 6.67 
Overseers of the Poor orders, 2,983.73 
Notes and interest, 2,943.24 
Miscellaneous, (see below,) 10,317.06 
State aid, 1,583.77 
Discount on taxes, 2,700.47 
Fish discount on taxes, 1870, 20.10 
Remittances, 393.39 
Unpaid taxes on bills 1869,’70 and ’71, 1,025.20 
Loss Dec. 15th, 1871, by safe being blown open and 

money taken, 458.10 
Cash on hand, 10,215.86 
$48,525.66 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

S. W. Reed for building school-house fence, $460.43 

S. H. Murdock, Quartermaster Post 8, 100.00 

C. B. Wood, ‘Treasurer and Collector, 450.00 

Reform Schoo! at Westborough for Milton A. Jones, 29.43 


C. B. Wood for recording marriages, births and deaths, 1870, 41.95 
C. B. Wood for recording marriages, births and deaths, 1871, 44.90 





County tax, 3,065.30 
State tax, | 6,100.00 
Sundries, 25.05 

$10,317.06 


C. B. WOOD, Treasurer and Collector. 


DRAINS AND SEWERS. 


The Town at their annual meeting voted to instruct the Select- 
men to construct a system of drains or sewers at the village of the 
Four Corners at the expense of the town. Under this vote we have 
engaged an engineer to level and make plans and profiles of the 
streets, which are completed and in the Town Clerk’s office. As 


2% 


the work will be an item of considerable expense, and as the town 
made no appropriation for it, we do not feel ourselves warranted in 
proceeding any further with the work until further action by the 
town. The main part of the expense will be for the main drain 
from Main street down Water street to the river, probably between 
three and four thousand dollars. After this is finished the other 
drains can be continued from time to time at comparatively small 
expense. 


GUIDE BOARDS. 


We have expended for new and repairing old guide boards the 
past year, $62.50. Some more new boards are needed, but the 
boards in town are generally in good condition. 


SALE OF OLD SCHOOL HOUSES. 
Rocky Meadow house, to S. Hinckley for the town, $38.00 





Underpining stone, to S. Hinckley, 2.00 

Privy, to S. Hinckley, 25 

Stove, to cash, .25 $40.50 

Thomastown house and lot, to Z. Leonard, 87.00 

Green house, to Z. Leonard, ‘75.00 
$202.50 


We would call attention to the following acts passed by the last 
Legislature, by which it will be seen that the means for repairing 
the highways must now be raised in money, the labor tax having 
been abolished, and that towns have the choice of continuing the 
district system, or of placing the whole subject of roads in the hands 
of three Commissioners. While we regard favorably the latter 
plan, yet doubting whether the town is prepared to adopt it, we 
would earnestly recommend, if the district system be continued, 
that the number of districts be reduced, and that more care be 
taken in the nomination or appointment of Surveyors, and that they 
be required to render as reliable and detailed an account of what 
is done with the money placed in their hands by the town, as we, 
as individuals, would require of one another. Surveyor’s books are 
frequently returned to us, (if returned at all,) or left with the Town 
Clerk at our office, with nothing to show what they have done, ex- 
cept across against the names of those assessed in their books, 
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and in one instance not even that was done. All must see, that, 
with such a custom, there must be great temptations at least, to 
carelessness if not dishonesty. 


[Cuap. 298. ] 
An Acr to abolish the Highway Tax. 


Be it enacted, &c., as follows: 


Sect. 1. All laws which direct and authorize towns to vote sums 
for the repairs of highways and town ways, to be paid in labor and 
materials, and which provide for the assessment and collection 
thereof, are hereby repealed. 

SxrctT. 2. Towns shall vote to raise such sums of money as are 
necessary for making and repairing highways and town.ways, and 
order that the same be assessed upon the polls and estates of the 
inhabitants, residents and non-residents, as other town charges are 
assessed, and the same shall be collected as other town taxes are 
collected. 

Src. 5. Nothing in this act shall be held to prevent the officers 
of any town from assessing and collecting any tax payable in labor 
and materials which has been voted by any town previous to the 
passage of this act. 

_ Secor. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 

May 17, 1871. 


[Cuap. 158. ] 
An Aor to provide for the Election of Road Commissioners. 


Be it enacted. &c., as follows: 


Sect. 1. Any town which shall have accepted the provisions of 
this act, may, at a meeting called for that purpose, choose by ballot 
three competent and discreet men, being inhabitants of said town, 
who shall constitute the board of road commissioners for said town, 
one of whom shall be chosen for the term of one year, one for the 
term of two years, and one for the term of three years, from the 
date of the annual meeting of said town at which they may be 
chosen; or if they shall be chosen at a meeting other than the an- 
nual meeting of said town, then for the term of one, two and three 
years respectively from the date of the annual meeting next pre- 
ceding said election, and until their successors are chosen and 
qualified ; and at every subsequent annual meeting the voters of 
such town shall choose one person, qualified as aforesaid, to be a 
member of said board, to serve for the term of three years; pro- 
vided, that such acceptance, at any annual meeting thereafter called 
for that purpose, may be revoked, and said board abolished. 

Srcr. 2. Said road commissioners shall have and perform exclu- 
sively all the powers and duties now vested by law in selectmen 
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and surveyors of highways, concerning the laying out, altering, 
making, repairing or discontinuing streets, ways, sidewalks, sewers 
and drains. 

Sec. 3. Said commissioners shall be sworn to the faithful per- 
formance of the duties of their office, and shall receive such com- 
pensation for their services as the town may determine. 

Sect. 4. Whenever a vacancy occurs in said board of road 
commissioners, the same shall be filled by the selectmen of such 
town, and the person so appointed shall hold his office until another 
shall be chosen at the next annual meeting of said town, and 
qualified. 

Srct. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
April 1, 1871.] 


Real estate.assessed May Ist, 1871, $1,742,280 
Personal estate assessed May Ist, 1871, 418,640 
Total, $2,160,920 
Amount on polls for money tax, $2.00 
Percentage for money tax, 12.50 per $1,000.00 
Amount on polls for highway tax, 00 
Percentage for highway tax, 1.60 per 1,000.00 
No. of polls May Ist, 1871, 1,322 
No. of houses May Ist, 1871, 920 
No. of acres taxed ] May Ist, 1871, 37,729 
No. of horses taxed May Ist, 1871, 573 
No. of cows taxed May Ist, 1871, | 798 
No. of sheep taxed May ist, 1871, 193 


TAXES ASSESSED IN 1871. 


For repairs of highways, in labor, $4,000.00 
Overlay, 212.00 
Repairs of highways, in money, 1,000 00 
Building and repairing roads and bridges, 2,400.00 $3,400.00 
Support of schools, 7,000.00 
School incidental expenses, 1,500.00 
‘Transportation to High school, &c., 500.00 
Deficiency for new house in Thomastown dist., 500.00 
Building new house at the Green, 1,500.00 11,000.00 
Support of poor, 3,000.00 
Support of insane, 800.00 38,800.00 
Decorating soldiers’ graves, 100.00 
Incidental expenses, 1,500.00 
Discount on taxes, 2,800.00 
State tax, $6,100, less corporation tax, $2,200, 3,900 00 


County tax, 3,065.30 
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Overlay, 


108.26 





. $29,673.56 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN. 


ASSETS. 

1869. 1870. 1871. 
Taxes due, $28.76 $100.18 $896.26 $1,025.20 
State aid due from State, estimated 2,500.00 
Cash on hand, 10,215.86 
Due from Z. Leonard, for old school-houses, 162.00 
Due from S. Hinckley, for stones, &c., 2.25 


Due from Lakeville on Overseers of Poor account, 237.65 


LIABILITIES. 


Treasurer's and Selectmen’s notes and interest, $3,542.76 


$14,142.96 





Unpaid appropriations, estimated 1,000.00 
Unpaid orders, 130.00 
Due to Lakeville on herrings 1870, 
estimated $160.00 
Due to Lakeville on herrings 1871, 
estimated 68.85 228.85 4,901.61 
Balance of assets, $9,241.35 
ESTIMATE FOR A TAX FOR 1872. ; 
For repairs of highways, to be assessed in a 
separate tax and divided as the town may 
direct, $4,000.00 $4,000.00 
For support of schools, 7,000.00 
Incidental school expenses, 1,500.00 
Transportation of scholars, 250.00 8,750.00 
Building new roads and bridges, &c., 2,000 00 
Support of paupers, 2,500.00 
Support of insane, 500.00 
Incidental expenses, 1,500.00 
Discount on taxes, 2,500.00 
$9,000.00 
Less corporation and bank tax, 3,750.00 5,250.00 
Total town tax, excluding highway tax, $14,000.00 
JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen 


LEWIS LEONARD, 
SYLVESTER F. COBB, 


of 


Middleborough. 
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REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1872. 


Amount of money ordered from the treasury, $2,983.73 
Received from town of Fairhaven on account of 

Mrs. Waterson, $7.14 
Received from State Treasurer on account of burial 

expenses of Aaron Gustafson, 10.00 


Received for beef cattle, hay, and farm produce, 473.61 490.75 
$3,474.48 

Paid out as follows, viz. : 
For support of paupers in Alms-house, $1,144.09 


For support out of Alms-house, to the following persons and 
families : 


Emerson P. Morse, $79.50 
Mrs. Wybra Weeks, 52.00 
Mrs. Julia Doran, 42.00 
Mrs. Luen Perry, 35.00 
Mrs. James Bump, 75.64 
Mrs. James E. Richmond, 20.00 
Mrs. Jane Chase, 40.48 
Stillman B. Morse, 40.08 
Betsey C. Cobb, - 26.00 
Charles N. Avery, 30.00 
Mrs. Thomas Gisby, Jr., 65.65 
Daniel Cobb, 51.20 
Mrs. Jane Wallen, 5.00 
Edwin F. Westgate, 2.97 
Anna F. Reed, ~ 22.00 
James D. Reed, 12.50 
Olive Dipper, 5.00 
Mrs. Betsey Tinkham, 3.00 
Caroline Packard, 5.00 
Samuel Morse, 17.32 
Elkanah Thompson, 5.20 
Mrs. Betsey Thomas, 54.00 
Mrs. Julia Norcut, 1.00 
Mrs. Rachel Bump, 14.00 
Mrs. Andrew J. Reed, 20.00 
Z. L. Britton, for Sally M. Cobb, 53.25 
Mattapoisett, for Lucy A. Barrows, 30.84 
Acushnet, for Horatio Morse, 36.09 
Duxbury, for Betsey Thomas, 20.38 
New Bedford, for William H. Thrasher, 50.00 
Wareham, for Phineas Haskins, 7.42 
Sandwich, for Lydia T. Maxim, 27.00 


Boston, for Mary A. Peabody, 6.00 $935.77 
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TAUNTON LUNATIC HOSPITAL. 


Harriet Elmes, $224 07 
Thomas J. Shaw, 206 65 
Thomas Gisby, Jr., 209.55 $640.27 


REPAIRING, PAINTING, &C., ALMSHOUSE AND BUILDINGS. 


To Daniel F. Wood, $19.66 
J. S. Barden, 34.85 
A. Thomas, 30.37 
S. G. Wrightington, 5.30 
George Shaw, 61.62 
Tyler Peirce, 11.22 
P. H. Peirce & Co., 4.63 
H. W. Vaughan, 2.25 
N. Shurtleff, 11.04 
J. C. Barden, 7.57 
J. W. Tobey, 7.57 
Peirce & Paige, 9.73 
Albion Lead Works, 11.75 $217.06 
S. Hinckley, bill for cows and cart, 36.00 
Chas. Tinkham, bill for moving school-house, 109.07 
Dr. 8. Chapin, for professional services, 30.00 
Thomas M. LeBaron and wife, services, 37.50 
BK. K. Arey and wife, services, 324.72 537.29 
$3,474.48 
Whole number in Alms-house during the year, 175 
Of which number were transient, 146 
Remaining the whole time, 12 
Present number in Alms-house, 16 
Whole number of weeks for one person, 970 
Of which were transient, 22 
Average number for the year, 183 
Average expense per week, excluding interest on farm and 
salaries, $1.60 


Average expense per week, including interest on farm and salaries, 2.24 


There has been one death in the Alms-houso, Mrs. Mahala Morse, 
who died Dec. 5th, 1871, aged 52 years. 


Amount of real estate March lst, 1871, $3,775.00 
Amount of personal estate March 1st, 1871, 1,671.58 $5,446.58 
Amount of real estate March lst, 1872, 3.740.00 


Amount of personal estate March Ist, 1872, 1,095.75 4,885.75 
Due from town of Lakeville, for support of Mrs. Polly Dunham, 237.65 
C. B. WOOD, for Overseers of the Poor. 
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TOWN WARRANT. 


PiymMoutH ss. To Isaac Clarke, or either of the Constables of the town of 
Middleborough, GREETING : 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to notify 
and warn all the inhabitants of the town of Middleborough, qualified by law to vote in 
town affairs, to meet in the Town House, in said town, on Monday, the 18th day of March 
inst., at 10 o’clock A. M., to act on the following articles, viz.: 

1st. To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. 

2d. To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. The following officers to 
be voted for all on one ballot, viz.: Town Clerk, Selectmen, Assessors, Treasurer and 
Collector, Overseers of the Poor, School Committee, Constables, and three or more Fish 
Wardens. 

3d. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and bridges the present year. 

4th. Toraise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray the expenses of the 
town for the present year, and determine when the same shall be assessed, and how appro- 
priated. 

5th. To choose a Board of Auditors to examine claims against the town, and order the 
payment thereof. 

6th. To choose a Committee to settle with their Treasurer, report the condition of the 
Treasury. 

7th. To vote the pay to the Treasurer and Collector and the Sealer of Weights and 
Measures, for their services the past year. 

8th. To take such action in relation to the town’s right of taking and disposing ot the 
Alewives the present year as may be in accordance with the laws regulating the same. 

9th. To see if the town will vote that the yards of persons chosen Field Drivers shall be 
Town Pounds so long as they remain in office, provided they be also chosen Pound Keepers. 

10th. Toseeif the town will authorize their Overseers of the Poor to contract with 
some person to take charge of the Alms-house, and act thereon. 

lith. To allow accounts against the town, and act anything thereon. 

12th. To take action in relation to clearing the highway of snow. 

13th. To choose some person to have the care of the Town House. 

14th. To hear and act upon the reports of any officers or committees of the town. 

15th. To see if the town will make an appropriation to construct drains or sewers in the 
Village, at the Four Corners, and act anything thereon. 

16th. To see if the town will authorize the Treasurer to hire money to pay school teachers 
the present year. 

17th. To see if the town will vote to appropriate the sum of one hundred dollars to be 
expended by Post 8G. A. R., in decorating the graves of soldiers who are buried in this 
town and vicinity. 

18th. To see if the town will cause those-parts of Miller and Smith streets to be built as 
laid out by the County Commissioners, and act anything thereon. 

19th. To see if the town will appropriate any money for the support of a Watchman in 
the Four Corners Village, and act anything thereon. 

20th. To see if the town will build a new Town House upon their lot according to the 
plans already adopted by the town, and appropriate money for the same, upon petition of 
Wm. B. Wood and others. 

2lst, To see if the town will build a Lockup, and make an appropriation for the same, 
upon the same petition, 

22d. To see if the town will take any action in reference to building a Town House. 

23d. To see if the town will accept the provisions of the Act of the Legislature, author- 
izing towns to choose a Board of Road Commissioners, and act anything thereon. 

Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this Warrant, and of your doings thereon, at 
the time and place of said meeting. 

Given under our hands at Middleborough, this seventh day of March, A. D. 1872. 

JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen 


LEWIS LEONARD of 
SYLVESTER F. COBB, Middleborough. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


March 1, 1873. 





SCHOOL BOARD TO THE CITIZENS OF MIDDLEBOROUGH. 


We would first acknowledge our obligations to Him who is above, 
for the blessings bestowed upon our schools the past year. We 
have had no wasting sickness. With pestilential diseases threat- 
ening around us, and at certain points assailing us, there have yet 
been but eight weeks of interruption from this cause, in our twenty- 
three schools, with an aggregate of some eight hundred weeks of in- 
struction ; and these lost weeks have been, or willbe madeup. There 
have been 829 different scholars against 832 the year preceding this ; 
but only two have died during the present year. We have to re- 
oret the decease of two excellent teachers, Miss Caroline KE. Wes- 
ton, and Mrs. Judith T. Norton; both of whom were arrested in 
the midst of work to which they were successfully devoted. Other- 
wise our teachers have been, for the most part, highly favored with 
health and energy for their duties. The winter season has been 
unusually stormy, and our Winter-term, therefore, shows a some- 
what diminished attendance, which we must count a loss; inasmuch 
as absences, on any account, are a serious detriment to the individ- 
ual, and the whole. We cannot too strongly insist upon the utmost 
possible punctuality ; and for unnecessary delinquencies in this re- 
gard, we can but say as heretofore, there is fault somewhere. 
Sometimes no doubt the teacher may be to blame; who, though 
desiring a full attendance, yet wants the authority, or the enthusi- 
asm, or the winsomeness which draws. But more commonly other 
parties are in fault. There are pupils whom it seems almost impos- 
sible to influence, or educate, in any way. But such need most the 
advantage of being constant. And we are persuaded that parents 
could, if they would, in great measure, remedy this difficulty. Let 
parents begin right with their children; give them to understand 
that they are to attend school daily, as a matter of course, and 
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think of nothing else, with the most extraordinary exceptions only. 
If they must stay at home some, let them stay out entirely next 
term; but not go off and on, just as it happens, as many of our 
children do. It is a disgrace to all concerned. As this evil is of 
yearly recurrence, it must be reprimanded year by year. 

There has been, if we mistake not, an increased interest, on the 
part of parents and families, in the condition of our schools, as 
evinced by a larger attendance at our examinations, and at other 
times. Itis certainly so in some districts. There is still room, 
however, for improvement in this respect. We hope to see the 
time, when no parent, not to speak of others, will let a term pass 
without visiting the place where his children spend the greater por- 
tion of their youth. We can hardly appreciate the apathy of many 
a parent, who has seen his children in their teens, and yet tells 
you he has never heard them recite a Jesson, or once witnessed 
their behaviour inside of a school-room. Perhaps he would deem 
it a condescension, and feel as if he belittled himself, in entering a 
school-door, or watching the development of young mind. An 
illustration may be in point. Said a much respected man to one of 
your committee lately, much as follows. ‘‘I suppose your duties 
as committee are rather petty; and that upon the whole itis a 
pretty small business.” ‘* No,” was the prompt response, ‘‘ never 
will we allow that it is a small business to be responsible, in any 
degree, for the education and welfare of your children.” But such 
ideas are doubtless common in these days, when the magnitude, 
or the meanness of an occupation, is reckoned much according to 
the magnitude, or the meanness of the pay. Let fathers and moth- 
ers frequent our school-room, and ascertain that money is not the 
highest remuneration. This at least should be said. If parents 
and friends do not visit a school, they should be very modest in 
their opinions of its merits. They are hardly competent to speak. 

The order and behaviour of our schools, has been, in most cases, 
unexceptionable; and in some instances, a marked improvement 
upon the year before. Our teachers apparently feel, and the com- 
mittee certainly do, that good government is indispensable to any 
success. A noisy and disorderly school-room is indeed a poor place 
for study, or enjoyment. It is very evident to the committee, that 
in general, the most quiet school is the most progressive; and that 
where communicating with one another in any way, is allowed, or 
where pupils are permitted to move, from place to place, without 
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regard to the labors of fellow-pupils, or the time and strength of the 
teacher, there generally, the least is accomplished. Every scholar 
should study to show himself approved of all around him. And 
we commend to every teacher, however hard it is, daily persever- 
ance in the endeavor to secure quiet and undivided attention to 
study, while the study-hour continues. One thing ata time is quite 
enough. We would like to get clocks for all our school-rooms. 
We are more desirious of having clock-work in every school without 
exception. Such discipline is splendid, and obviates the need of 
frequent reproofs, or repeated punishments. 

But while we say thus much, we are sensible that we must leave 
the details of management to teachers; and teachers must be re- 
sponsible, employing their own methods in the main, and standing 
or falling upon their success or failure. We cannot think it expe- 
dient or respectful, to dictate the particular means for securing the 
end. This would be, for the most part, impracticable: e. g. whether 
a teacher shall detain pupils after school; deprive them of a re- 
cess; cause numbers to close their eyes; or stand forth upon the 
floor; so be that there is no appearance of cruelty, or aught ap- 
parently but a desire for the best good of the pupil, we do not think 
it our duty to interfere. While we deprecate the necessity of a 
frequent resort to penalties of any description, as an unfavorable 
indication, still we must consider the teacher generally the best 
judge. 

Objection is often made to the practice, which has long prevailed 
extensively, of requiring pupils to report their own delinquencies ; 
and as a protest has recently been entered before our Board, and 
from a most estimable source, we are more than willing to entertain 
it; and especially as the subject has two sides, and we desire every 
man’s candid opinion. And yet, as said before, we must feel that 
the teacher can tell best how this and that measure actually works. 

The point of objection is this. Pupils are trained to dishonesty 
if they are required to report their own misdemeanors. The ar- 
gument is brief, and plausible, and many assent to it without a 
question. Nowif it were obviously so, the committee should in- 
terfere; for, of all things, we would not have our children taught 
falsehood. 

We think however it may fairly be said in reply, that upon the 
whole, it tends rather to cultivate a habit of truthfulness; not with 
all probably, but with a majority ; and it is the good of the whole 


we must regard. And those good children who enlarge at home upon 
the temptation, and the exposure, and the lapses into deceit, 
which they observe in others, exhibit a sensitiveness on the point, 
which has been quickened undoubtedly by the occasion, and which 
is sometimes quite beyond their years ; showing that the measure has 
served some purpose even with such. And then we do not think it 
true of most, as is alleged, that they will prevaricate, even to secure 
themselves from blame. We believe it to be but now and then one, 
who will deny the truth. This we say upon experience. And as for 
those who do testify falsely, it is not seldom the very lie which leads 
to reflection, and reformation. Would we keep our children utterly 
aloof from temptation to wrong? Surely then we would not send 
them to school, where temptation abounds; and where those who 
are prone to perjure themselves will have an opportunity of some 
kind every hour. We think a thoughtful and judicious teacher will 
frequently improve the occasion for a lesson on being truthful; and 
strongly inculcate the wisdom of acknowledging ever so many of- 
fences, for all concealing one; so making it an occasion of good. 

The error in the objection seems to consist in associating, or con- 
founding the school-room with a criminal court, instead of home. 
Our scholars are not assembled as a company of criminals. They 
are considered innocent. Very different béfore a legal tribunal. The 
presumption there is of crime, at least the apprehension; and the 
object of the trial is to test the truth, ‘‘ guilty or not guilty,” and 
as a matter of casuistry, the person under arrest is instructed to 
plead ‘‘ not guilty,” when he is; although even then, as a matter of 
morality, he would be advised to confess his crime. But how dif- 
ferent is parental government; for what prudent parent will not 
say to his child, ‘‘ My dear child, if you err, whatever it be, come 
freely, and frankly tell me all. Keep nothing back. Do not fear 
to tell me all the truth.” And is it not better for the child to be so 
trained, than to understand that he is to be constantly watched by 
the parental eye, and that whatever he can succeed in doing with- 
out detection he is welcome to do? And do not our teachers take 
the place of parents for the time being? or, do we employ them as 
spies, and police officers? Nay, would they not fain say to their 
pupils, ‘* We come especially to guide and instruct you, not to watch 
you; we have not time for that, nor inclination; watch over your- 
selves, and if you get out of the way, be sure to say so; you will not 
suffer so much for telling the truth, as in denying it.” But while 
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thus defending the course taken by some of our teachers, we gladly 
welcome criticisms and opinions from all sources, particularly from 
parents, as we would ever seek for the ‘‘ better way.” 

In connection with order we may say, that Music in all our schools, 
would greatly tend to promote this result ; and we regret that it is not 
always practicable. We would that all our teachers were capable 
of conducting, and even instructing, in this accomplisnment, and 
would gladly accord fifteen minutes or more, each day, to this ex- 
ercise. We look for the time when our towns will all appropriate, 
as some now do, a special sum to encourage an art, which the young 
most of all enjoy. ‘* Probably,” says Horace Mann, ‘it is not the 
least efficient among the many means by which the schools of Prus- 
sia are kept in such admirable order, with so rare a resort to cor- 
poral punishment. In that Kingdom no person would be approved 
as a teacher, even in the obscurest school, who was not a master of 
music; and so the Prussian school-room becomes a bright spot 
where coercion is seldom necessary, and the sun is rarely obscured 
by a passing cloud; confirming the German proverb, that, in the 
house where music comes not, the devil enters.” 

As for the art of Instruction, we feel assured that our teachers 
are aiming more and more at the best methods. We honor and 
appreciate their services in that proportion. When any teacher 
may seem conscious of having attained perfection, it would appear 
to be time for such an one to retire. 

Reading is a school-exercise often mentioned by committees, but 
probably none too often. Good reading, and spelling, cover a mul- 
titude of deficiencies, in school-days and after life. Some of our 
teachers are not so good instructors in reading especially, as we 
wish they were. Some follow simply the old way, allowing about 
so much time, and so many paragraphs to each, and only aiding in 
pronunciation, and not closely and accurately in that; whereas, if 
need be, every paragraph should be repeated, and elaborated, till it 
be read with as much correctness as is aimed at in the solution of 
a problem, or the analysis of language. A lazy reading-exercise 
is of all things, inexcusable and reprehensible. If a teacher can- 
not, by preparation, gain possession of the spirit and power of a 
passage, and communicate somewhat of his own inspiration to his 
pupil, he lacks at least one important’ qualification for his post. 
Thorough instruction in other branches is, of course, commended. 
Of Geography we would say particularly, that whatever concerns our 


own country should be most familiarly known by every scholar ; nor 
should it ever be said of our youth, as of twenty-seven recent com- 
petitors for office in the Custom House of one of our cities, that the 
most lamentable deficiency was in their ignorance of the Geography 
and History of their own country. 

Separate reports of all the schools in town have been carefully 
prepared by different members of our Board, and, for the most part, 
with high commendation. Our limits do not seem to allow such 
extended publication. No. 14 is reported as having made, within 
two years past, decided progress; No. 3, and No. 12 where all are 
boys, as still showing great room for improvement. Our schools 
may be said to range themselves in order of excellence, in some four 
classes. ‘The first and fourth classes are the smallest. The second 
is the largest. And there are two schools, each in its way, which 
seem worthy of special mention, as certainly not surpassed at 
present, by any, viz.: The Grammar school, No. 18, and school 
No. 20. Other schools are excellent. These excel. 

It is probably expected that more particular mention will be 
made of the High School, as being the only one of its kind. It was 
taught in the Summer term by Mr. E. E. Parker, as for the two 
preceding terms in the previous year. The committee regretted to 
receive his resignation at the close of the Summer term. They 
have been fortunate, however, in securing the services of Mr. A. 
W. Blair, recent graduate of Dartmouth College, bearing thence 
high testimonials, who has fully met our expectations, both as an 
instructor and disciplinarian. He has labored faithfully and with 
excellent success. He has been assisted by Miss Annie D. Pratt, 
who also assisted Mr. Parker in the Summer term, and who has 
proved herself, especially in the last two terms, well qualified for 
her place. We feel assured that the High school is gradually ad- 
vancing in condition. It waits with patience for the new apart- 
ments now in preparation, which cannot fail to be a great improve- 
ment. We must hereafter insist upon higher and more definite 
attainments, for candidates entering the High School, even if the 
number of High school scholars is considerably reduced. A course 
of study hereafter will be, if possible, adhered to, and those who 
are not willing to conform to the course, will be advised to seek an 
education elsewhere. 

We are still firm in the opinion, that in such a town as this, noth- 
ing can be more equitable than a generous appropriation for trans- 


portation ; in which provision Middleborough has creditably taken 
precedence of many towns, expending the past year for this pur- 
pose $473.35 ; and we would not see the sum diminished, unless it be 
by the special proviso, that in no case shall the sum exceed actual 
railroad expenses, as in some cases it has exceeded. And still, 
whenever that excess has fallen into the hands of those scholars 
who live one or two miles distant from their respective depots, and 
who are obliged, for a large part of the year, to travel that distance 
between six and seven o’clock in the morning, and between eight 
and nine o’clock in the evening, we hope the town will not greatly 
begrudge said excess. How slight a consideration a few paltry 
dollars for such inconveniences! We have done every thing possi- 
ble the past year to get these railroad embarrassments remedied, 
but thus far without avail. We shall try again. 

We also recommend that the committee be empowered to award 
transportation money to pupils attending other schools, when the 
distance is over two miles; or for any case of special hardship, when 
less than two miles; as when a child is feeble, or so young as to be 
unable to walk two miles, and must needs be often carried. Such 
instances would not be numerous, and the cost for such excess, and 
for exceptional cases, would be slight. We certainly see no reason 
for this appropriation distinctly and exclusively to the High school ; 
and besides, it is sometimes a saving to the town to pay a few dol- 
lars transportation rather than support a school in a particular dis- 
trict, where the number of scholars is greatly reduced. 

As regards the entire appropriation for Schools, and Incidentals, 
we confidently expect the town will make no reduction. Fora town 
so handsomely out of debt as this, it would be humiliating ; and if 
the town would cheerfully add $500, the committee would pledge 
themselves to use it economically and advantageously. 

Last year the town made an appropriation for a new school-house 
in No. 14, which has been built, finished and furnished, and is now 
occupied. The necessary purchase of land, and the use of the old 
house for a wood-shed, instead of its sale, has caused a little ex- 
pense beyond the appropriation. The new building and its situa- 
tion afford occasion for congratulation, especially to the people of 
that district. We see no special need of any new school building 
the coming year, unless it be in No. 18, for the sake of dividing the 
lowest Primary, which numbers over 100 tiny pupils, all under one 
teacher, who cheerfully takes charge of all, and does it well; and 
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yet we feel that the school ought to be divided for its advantage, 
that these children may reach the higher grades with more advance- 
ment, and so every grade, including the High school, be perma- 
nently elevated. Possibly some room might be rented, but in any 
case some special appropriation would be necessary. 

The committee have caused, during the year, important repairs 
and improvements; such as new seats and desks, new paint, new 
paper, blinds, out-buildings, &c., in Nos. 15, 17, 18 and 22. Some- 
what similar improvements we hope to be able to make the present 
year, certainly within two years, in Nos. 2, 6,11, 12, 16, 17 and 
20; when the list of renovations will be substantially complete. 
Some of these buildings last named require less outlay, and no in- 
crease of the ordinary appropriation for incidentals, is contemplated. 


Respectfully submitted. 


HENRY L. EDWARDS, School 
HANNAH D. CROSSMAN, } ‘ 
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We subjoin a few _ 
REGULATIONS. 


1. The following shall be considered Holidays, and no others. 
Saturdays, Fast Day, Decoration Day, Fourth of July, second day 
of Plymouth County Agricultural Fair, Thanksgiving Day, and 
Christmas. Teachers can take a day each term for visiting other 
schools, or for attendance upon the Plymouth County and State 
Teachers Association, upon consultation with the Committee. 


2. ‘Teachers shall aim to be present at least ten minutes before 
the opening of their schools, morning and afternoon. 


3. The Roll shall be punctually called at the opening of each 
session, and each absentee shall be recorded at the time; nor shall 
any pupil be allowed to enter during the morning devotions. 


4, Teachers shall require from parents or guardians, excuses, 
written if practicable, if not, fully authenticated, for every absence 
by them authorized; also for dismission before the close of the 
school, except for sickness, and for pupils under seven or eight 
years, who may be released from any school, according to the dis- 
cretion of the teacher, fifteen minutes previous to the close of the 
session. Pupils who neglect this rule, or are persistently absent, 
or tardy, or guilty of truancy, shall be specially reported to the 
committee, and if need be, excluded from the school. 

5. Any member of the High school who shall be absent four 
half days in a month, without a satisfactory excuse in writing, from 
parent or guardian, shall forfeit his place in school for the remain- 
der of the term. 

6. Teachers shall rebuke every known instance of profanity, 
and suppress, so far as possible, all coarseness, and rudeness, and 
unkindness in their pupils’ treatment of one another, whether in 
school-hours, or by the way; and the use of tobacco by any pupil 
shall be especially discountenanced. 

7. Teachers shall carefully observe any injury inflicted upon 
school-buildings of any kind, inside or outside, and prohibit all un- 
necessary disfiguring of the premises in any respect, and faithfully 
present any offender for fine, or other punishment. Also teachers 
shall give due attention to the temperature and ventilation of their 
respective school-rooms, guard against danger from fire, and see 
that doors and windows are properly fastened. 
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8. Qualifications for High School shall consist: of, 


1. Satisfactory examination in Reading, Spelling and Writing. 

2. The completion of Common School Written Arithmetic. 

3. In Grammar, the whole of Greene’s Introduction, and 
ability to parse and analyze ordinary prose. 

4, Warren’s Common School Geography completed. 

5. United States History completed. 


9. The Course of Study in the High School shall be twofold ; 
English, and Classical: to the former shall be allowed three years ; 
to the latter four years; and the following shall be the order of the 
study : 

ENGLISH COURSE. 


THIRD CLASS, FIRST YEAR. 


First Term—Algebra, Physiology, Analysis and Parsing. 

Second Term—Algebra, Physiology, Analysis and Parsing. 

Third Term—Algebra, Physical Geography, Natural History. 

Reading, Spelling, and Writing, through the year. Declama- 
tions once each month; Compositions once in two weeks. 


SECOND CLASS, SECOND YEAR. 


First Term—Arithmetic Reviewed, Natural Philosophy, Rhetoric. 

Second Term—Arithmetic Reviewed, Natural Philosophy two 
recitations each-week, Rhetoric three recitations each week, Book- 
Keeping. 

Third Term—Geometry, English History, French or Geology, 
Book-Keeping ; Reading and. Spelling twice each week. 

Declamations and Compositions as in first year. 


THIRD YEAR, FIRST CLASS. 


First Term—Geometry, English History, French or Botany. 

Second Term—Chemistry, Trigonometry or Botany, French or 
Constitution of the United States. 

Third Term—Astronomy, Surveying or French, Mental Philoso- 
phy. 

Reading selections, different authors. 

Declamations and Compositions as in first year. Recitations or 
select readings from the young ladies in place of Declamations. 
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CLASSICAL COURSE. 


FIRST YEAR, FOURTH CLASS. 


First Term—Algebra, Physiology, Latin Grammar and Reader. 
Second Term—Algebra, Physiology, Latin Grammar and Reader. 
Third Term—Algebra, Physical Geography, Latin Grammar 
and Reader. 
SECOND YEAR, THIRD CLASS. 


First Term—Arithmetic Reviewed, Rhetoric, Latin Grammar and 
Reader. 

Second Term—Geometry, Rhetoric, Caesar. 

Third Term—Geometry, Greek Grammar and Lessons, Caesar. 


THIRD YEAR, SECOND CLASS. 


First Term—Antiquities, Greek Grammar and Lessons, Cicero. 
Second Term—Latin Prose Composition, Greek Grammar and 


Anabasis, Cicero. 
Third Term—Latin Prose Composition, Greek Grammar and 


Anabasis, Virgil. 
FOURTH YEAR, FIRST-CLASS. 


First Term—Greek Prose, Greek Grammar and Anabasis, Virgil. 
Second Term—Greek Prose, Greek Grammar and Homer, Virgil. 
Third Term—Homer, Virgil, and General Reviews. 
Geneneral Exercises as in English Course. 


The following sums have been expended for the support of the 
several schools. 





SCHOOL No. 1. 
S. Angie Wilbur, teaching, } $207.00 
A. H. Soule, wood, 5.00 
A. A. Penniman, janitor, 2.75 
$214.75 
SCHOOL No. 2. 
Carrie E. Soule, teaching, $246.00 
William C. Swift, wood and housing, 19.25 
Horace Bryant, janitor, 3.00 





$268.25" 
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SCHOOL No. 3. 


Annie A. Lovell, teaching, 
Helen Ward, teaching, 

A. H. Soule, wood, 

R. Gammons, wood, 
Sawing and housing, 
Willie Barton, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 
Deborah Gisby, teaching, 
Eva M. Keith, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, &c., 
Janitor’s bill, 
SCHOOL No. 


Mary E. Thompson, teaching, 
Seth Dean, wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 


Judith T. Norton, teaching, 
Ella Thompson, teaching, 
Minot Hartwell, teaching, 


J. H. Thomas, wood, sawing and housing, © 


Janitor, 
John B. Thomas, teaching, 


SCHOOL No. 
Helen Harlow, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, &c., 
Janitor’s bill, 

SCHOOL No. 


Emma C. Hinckley, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, &c., 
Janitor’s bill, 


SCHOOL No. 


Robert B. Pearson, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, &c., 
Janitor’s bill, 


SCHOOL No. 


Laurana L. Smith, teaching, 
Lucia Thompson, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 

Janitor’s bill, 


$75.00 
166.00 
9.00 
9.50 
6.75 
3.00 





$75.00 
171.00 
25.68 
3.00 





$246.00 
15.75 
3.00 


$22.50 
52.50 
120.00 
17.50 
3.75 
52.50 





$246.00 
$11.85 
3.00 





$246.00 
8.00 
3.00 





$192.00 
14.00 
3.00 





$269.25 


$274.68 


$268.75 


$260.85 


$257.00 


$209.00 


$267.60 
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SCHOOL No. 
Ella Thompson, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, &c., 
Janitor’s bill, 

SCHOOL No. 
Lizzie Dickerman, teaching, 
Wood, sawing and housing, 
Janitor’s bill, 

“SCHOOL No. 


W. Anna Harding, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, &c., 
Janitor’s bill, 


SCHOOL No. 


Clara Sisson, teaching, 
Matilda J. Bump, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, &c., 
Janitor’s bill, 


SCHOOL No. 


H. C. Barden, teaching, 
Marian G. Pratt, teaching, 
Lucia A. Drake, teaching, 
Mary L. Tinkham, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, &c., 
Janitor’s bill, 


SCHOOL No. 


Mary S. Perkins, teaching, 
James G. Cushman, wood, 
Janitor’s bill and sawing wood, 


SCHOOL No. 


Lucinda W. Chandler, teaching, 
Daniel Alden, wood, ; 
Janitor’s bill, 


SCHOOL No. 


Eva M. Keith, teaching, 
Cassandra W. Shaw, teaching, 
Daniel Alden, wood, 

Janitor’s bill, 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


$246.00 
13.00 
3.00 





$240.00 
7.50 
3.00 





$246.00 
9.50 


3.00 | 





$150.00 
96.00 
14.50 
3.00 





$360.00 
324.00 
288.00 
306.00 
81.00 
10.00 





$278.00 
15.00 
9.00 





$231.00 
15.00 
2.25 





$71.50 
156.00 
15.00 
3.00 





$262.00 


$250.50 


$258.50 


$263.50 


$1,369.00 


$302.00 


$248.25 


$245.50 


16 


| 


SCHOOL No. 22. 





Florence Howes, teaching, $221.00 
Daniel Alden, wood, 15.89 
Frank Cole, housing wood, 3.75 
Janitor, 3.00 
HIGH SCHOOL. 
K. E. Parker, teaching, $360.00 
A. W. Blair, teaching, 620.00 
Annie D. Pratt, teaching, 292.00 
Janitor’s bill, 32.00 





Paid town of Carver schooling, 


Whole amount expended for wages of teachers, fuel, care 
of houses, 


$243.64 


$1,304.00 
15.60 


$7,322.37 


COST OF SCHOOL-HOUSE BUILT AT FALL BROOK, No. 14. 


James P. Sparrow, per contract, $1,575.00 
J. L. Hammet, furniture, 135.00 
George Soule, chair and cushion, 2.10 
Stove, pipe and incidentals, 20.81 
Col. L. Thomas, lot, 50.00 





INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Rent of High school building, $250.00 
John Shaw, ink, crayons, &c., 37.60 
Pierce & Page; labor and hardware, stove, &c., 21.66 
S. W. Reed, repairing No. 18, 37.58 
F. E. Wood, painting, &c., Nos. 17, 18, 16.10 
Erastus Sherman, labor, 6.50 
H. W. Vaughn, masonry, High schoool and No. 15, 6.45 
Mrs. A. Pierce, stove, 20.00 
Wm. H. Crosby, labor, 1.60 
James P. Sparrow, stock and labor, Nos. 15, 17, 42.70 
George Sisson, labor, No. 37, 6.00 
Cleaning school- houses, Nos. 10, 12, 18 and High school, 13.00 
GH. Doane’s High school bill, 19.38 
O. C. Railroad Company, freight, 7.69 
Taunton Railroad Company, freight, .80 
Wm. C. Swift, drawing gravel, No. 2, 3.00 
Geo. H. Deane’s bill, stove, &c., Nos. 1, 2, 3, 8, 15, 16, 18, 24.20 
Ira Tinkham, cleaning No. 15, 1.50 
B. N. Bradt, school furniture, 3.00 
B. E. Holmes, freight on furniture, 2.35 
B. E. Holmes, transporting scholars from No. 5 to No. 20, 17.00 
John Reed, labor on No. 22, 5.00 
Martson Thompson, masonry, No. 22, 21.50 
W. S. Gibbs, labor and materials on Nos. 15, 22, 105.72 
Oliver Eaton, labor and materials on No. 22, 41.27 
Otis Pratt, labor on Nos. 20, 21, 12.28 
Miss C. Shaw, cleaning No. 21, © 2.00 
Abby J. Pratt, transportation from No. 15 to No. 19, 5.00 
J. L. Hammett, school furniture for Nos. 17, 15, 22, 259.00 
Hooper & Clark, merchandise, 5.20 





$1,782.91 


$995.08 
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Transportation has been paid to children attending the High 
school and residing over two miles away, according to the vote of 
the town, as follows, viz. : 


James C. Leary, $41.00 
George A. Sisson, 30.50 
L. P. Sturtevant, 8.40 
C. S. Sayer, 45.75 
J. M. Clark, 46.00 
J. E. Burgess, 27.30 
H. T. Maynard, 14.25 
C. W. Leary, 29.75 
F. M. Leonard, 18.45 
M. F. Eddy, 6.30 
Mary Driggs, 2.75 
Debbie Driggs, 4.05 
A. W. Smith, 3.10 
Dennis Leary, 28.50 
George Hatch, 29.50 
N. E. Thomas, 29.50 
Naome Morse, 35.70 
Sarah Dunham, 11.40 
Sarah Gibbs, 17.70 
E. H. Thomas, 4.70 
Hattie Burgess, 8.85 
Minnie Perry, . . 8.70 
Jacob Chase, 3.90 
Fred Thomas, 5.70 
Emma Darling, 11.60 





$473.85 


The above amount includes what has been paid for one entire 
school year, but does not contain the amount due at the close of 


the last term. 
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TABLE, 


Showing, I. The whole number of different scholars during the year. 

II. The average attendance in each school for the year. 

III. The names of such as have not been absent during the year. Also 
aggregate number, gross average, and per centum of the attendance. 











SCHOOLS. WHOLE NO.| AVERAGE. NAMES. 
NOs ussite Be eibt 16 9.2 
Dieuye? anor tis 35 23.6 Arthur H. Alden. 
Ded vol Lites Le 27 16 Alfred L. Farnsworth. 
Bice BRM se 38 24 Clara Hagen. 
Dota iite ae Ge biee ae 26 20.6 Percy W. Keith. 
a RNS TRAP 38 18 Charlie Lasseurs. 
1, Jolie) fete thie 35 22.7 Katie E. Murphy. 
Dp eee Rtas As 17 13 Chester T. Pratt. 
De aig th talent Be 15 3) Lucy H. Pratt. 
ES AE ES a 31 14 Willie P. Thompson. 
1, So PEP i 33 23 Lizzie A. Vaughan. 
Dita’ tne get on ie ie 13 rays 
IE 4 ek Maui 25 17 
Ys eSte ePey ohcs 19 13.3 
1S Rie ears eae 
CoPAINIMAT, Gilet os 45 37 
Intermediate, .. 50 35.3 
Older Primary,. . 48 34. 
Younger Primary, 113 81 
1 CRE IS ety ta 48 33 
BOs ee inte ae 25 16 
By Tr elty ie fe 23 16 
QA hehe elie 25 13 
High School, .. 84 50 

















Aggregate No. 829 Gross Av. 545.| Per ct. of attendance 66. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen of Middleborough present the following report for 
the year ending March 1st, 1873. 


Voted by the town for the repairs of highways to be assessed on 


66 


the polls and estates, 
and placed in the hands of the Selectmen to be 
applied for repairs as they think best, 
for new roads and bridges, and special repairs, 
for building sewer on Water street, 
for incidental expenses, 
for decoration of soldiers’ graves, 


Total, 


$4,000.00 


2,000.00 
3,000.00 
3,000.00 
1,500.00 

100.00 


$13,600.00 


There has been worked by and allowed to the several highway 
surveyors as follows: 


No. District. 


- ~ Ld 


~~ 


ad 


~ 


DD at SD? Or > 9 bO 


“ 


NORTH SECTION. 


Surveyors. Amount. 

Ellis Weston, $900.00 
William Washburn, 900.00 
Charles F. Peirce, 273.80 
Russell Snow, 167.49 
Augustus Pratt, 292.76 
I. E. Macomber, 75.65 
Wm. B. White, 66.00 
Sanford Weston, 160.61 
$2,836.31 

EAST SECTION. 

Ebenezer C. Shaw, $78.03 
Wm. C. Swift, 112.55 
Joshua M. Eddy, 143.19 


Miles of Road. 
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Wo. District. Surveyors. Amount. 


4, Grover Bennett, 67.05 
5; Christopher C. Smith, 52.70 
6, Samuel C. Coffin, 141.12 
Mi Harrison W. Atwood, 130.00 
8, Leonard Mitchell, 111.07 
9, Willard Wood, 157.15 
10, Lorenzo Wood, 129.94 
$1,122.80 
SOUTH SECTION. 

13 Shadrack F. Atwood, $69.45 
2, Nathaniel F. Shurtleff, 85.10 
3, William Thomas, 207.07 
4, Elisha T. Benson, 160.00 
5, Jeremiah W. Reed, 168.91 
6, Isaac S. Cushman, 104.80 
a, Abner Wood, 110.84 
8, Nelson Thomas, 170.26 
9; George 8. Clark, 81.75 
10, Thomas Smith, 90.90 
Tie Ephraim Hathaway, 97.94 
12, Seranus G. Wrightington, 185.48 
$1,531.95 


Total for repairs, 


Miles of Road. 
32 


Hoo Rt Bos 


9 ©) bo CO G9 OD 


Le 





©o 
oO 
tall 





$5,491.06 


NEW ROADS AND BRIDGES AND SPECIAL REPAIRS. 


Paid Rufus Wright, for building Soule street, 
Jacob Atwood, for building Cedar street, 


J. C. & Ch. Shaw, for repairing Thompson street, 


C. C. Smith, for cedar poles for railing, 


L. Leonard, for labor and materials for railing near 


Venus Snow’s, 
T. S. Ellis, for 142 loads of gravel at 3 


cents, 


S. P. Edwards, for land bought for gravel, 


Allen Cobb, for work and damage in front of barn 


and house, 


Ellis Weston, for repairs on Water street, 
Ellis Weston, for building Sachem street, 
Wm. Washburn, for building Pearl street, 
Wm. Washburn, for repairs on Main street, 


J. T. Wood, for repairs on Main street, 


A. Crossman, for repairs on Main street, 


Pierce & Paige, for drain pipe on Main 


street, 


$375.00 
145.00 
50.00 
5.00 


26.40 
4.26 
80.00 


9.49 
127.38 
750.00 
227.60 

46.75 © 
5.50 
6.00 

21.29 
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Paid E. Rosenfield, for damage to window, 2.50 
Wm. B. White, for repairing Bedford and Clay streets, 12.90 

V. R. Swift, for one half expense of repairing Titicut 
bridge, 24.15 
N. Shurtleff, for building bridge near S. L. Harlow’s &¢., 53.25 
N. C. Perkins, for repairing bridge on Highland street, 51.65 


G. S. Clark, for repairing bridge on Wood street, 15.05 

Elijah Hackett, for repairing Tispaquin street, 38.60 
Abner Wood, for repairing on Neck street and bridge 

on Wood street, 247.43 

I. S. Cushman, for labor and gravel, 27.50 

$2,352.70 


Total expenditures for roads and bridges, including 
repairs, $7,843.76 


SNOW BILLS. 


EAST SECTION. 





Thomas S. Ellis, $6.00 — 

Truman ©. Holmes, 4.00 

Ephraim Hathaway, 4.00 

Ezra Shaw, 5.00 

James Smith, 2.25 $21.25 

SOUTH SECTION. 

Stillman Benson, $2.20 

Geo. T. M. Gammons, 32.12 

Thomas Snow, 1.05 

S. W. Rider, 10.81 

G. S. Clark, 8.90 

Abner Wood, 17.00 

Thomas Gammons, 4.65 

Henry A. Dunham, 5.50 

Ww. L. Holmes, 2.40 

F. T. Maglathlin, ° 2.50 87.13 
Total snow bills, $108.38 


The town voted to appropriate for Sewer, $3,000.00 


In accordance with the above vote the Selectmen have caused to 
be made a drain or sewer from a point near the Cotton Factory on 
Water street, up said street about 1200 feet to its junction with 
Main street, Where a large catch basin has been made. Also from 
said basin on Main street easterly about 220 feet to the culvert 
across Main street near Carpenter’s store. Several short branches 
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across Water street with catch basin, man-holes, é&c., have been 
made. 

The portion on Water street has been made principally with 
stone sides and top, and brick bottom, all laid in cement, and in a 
thorough and substantial manner. On Main street we have used 
stone drain pipe 15 inches in diameter. The expense, as will be 
seen below, has exceeded the appropriation, caused, partly, by tap- 
ping a water course in the lower part of the hill, which caused con- 
siderable trouble, and partly by the thoroughness with which the 
work has been done.. Some of the owners on the line of the sewer 
have signified adesire to enter drains from their cellars and sinks 
into the main line, and one or two have already done so. It has 
been a question with us, whether those who can use it for such pur- 
poses, as well as those who do, are not liable to pay a portion of 
the expense, and we would call attention to the following provis- 
ions of law on this subject, and ask for instructions thereon. 


GENERAL STATUTES,’ CHAPTER 48. 


Section 4. Every person who enters his particular drain into such main 
drain or common sewer, or who, by more remote means, receives benefit 
thereby for draining his cellar or land, shall pay to the city or town a 
proportional part of the charge of making and repairing the same, to be 
ascertained, assessed, and certified, by the mayor and aldermen or select- 
men, and notice thereof shall be given to the party to be charged, or his 
tenant or lessee. 

SECTION 5. Assessments so made shall constitute a lien on the real 
estates assessed for one year after they are laid, and may, together with 
incidental costs and expenses, be levied by sale thereof if the assessment 
is not paid within three months after a written demand for payment, 
made either upon the person assessed or upon any person occupying the 
estate; such sale to be conducted in like manner as sales for the non-pay- 


ment of taxes. 


Acts oF 1869, CHaprerR 111. 


SECTION 1. The mayor and aldermen of any city, and the selectmen of 
any town, may lay, make and maintain all such main drains, or common 
sewers, as they shall adjudge to be necessary for the public convenience or 
the public health, through the lands of any persons or cd¥porations, and 
may repair the same from time to time, whenever repair thereof shall be 
necessary; and all main drains and common sewers so laid, shall be the 


property of the city or town laying the same. 
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EXPENSES OF SEWER. 


“John G. Vaughn, bill for labor and material, $3,182.13 


A.C. Wood, for labor, — 816.384 
G. H. Doane, drain pipe, 130.31 
Ingal & Peirce, drain pipe, 84.40 
W. B. Presby, drain pipe, 15.30 
L. Leonard, for boards, 10.10 


Cr. By tools and lumber sold, 


‘Cost of Sewer, 


TOWN: OFFICERS. 


C. B. Wood, Treasurer and Collector, $450.00 
J.T. Wood, Selectman and Assessor, 200.45 
L. Leonard, Selectman and Assessor, 197.50 
S. Benson, Selectman and Assessor, 103.75 
S. F. Cobb, Selectman and Assessor, h 65.25 
H. L. Edwards, School Committee, 100.85 
A. H. Soule, School Committee, 76.80 
H. D. Crossman, School Committee, 84.50 
C. B. Wood, Overseer of Poor, 19.50 
S. Hinckley, Overseer of Poor, 39.50 
_J.S. Borden, Overseer of Poor, 17.50 
James Cole, Constable, 37.40 
Isaac Clarke, Constable, $16.40 
fF Sf Special Constable, 3.00 19.40 
Eliab Ward, care of Town House, 7.00 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


S. Tucker, bill rent of office, $60.00 
J. M. Coombs, bill printing, 157.25 
C. B. Wood, time and expenses to Boston, &c., 

on money act, 9.55 
S. Hinckley, auctioneer’s services, 9.00 
Tra Smith, measuring street, &c., 1.80 
O. Carver, committee to meet commissioners, © 2.50 
H. A. Sparrow, glazing windows in small pox 

hospital, 10.25 
W. R. B. Taber, surveyor’s books, 1.80 
Dr. 8. Chapin, for vaccination, 1.50 
Edwin Holmes, over work on tax, 1871, 3.83 
Appropriation for Post 8, G. A. R., 100.00 


$4,241.61 
64.54 


$4,177.07 


$1,419.40 


$357.48 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Repairing highway, $5,491.06 
New Roads and Bridges and special repairs, 2,352,70 
Snow bills, 108.88 
Expense of Sewer, 4,177.07 
Town Officers, 1,419.40 
Incidental Expenses, 357.48 $13,906.09 


HERRING ACCOUNT. 
Number of Herrings taken at the lower weir, 52,553 





Upper weir, 59,295 
Total, 111,848 

Sold 110,773, which brought “ $788.64 
Delivered the town 1075, 10.75 
Received of City of Taunton, $30.00 
City of Fall River, 10.00 

Town of Somerset, 20.00 

Town of Dighton, 20.00 

Town of Berkley, 20.00 

Town of Raynham, 20.00 

Town of Freetown, 10.00 

Paid J. T. Wood’s bill, Fish Warden,, — $14.50 
L. Leonard’s bill, Fish Warden, 5.00 

T. A. Pratt’s bill, Fish Warden, 8.00 

L. Ritter’s bill, Fish Warden, 9.00 

D. A. Tucker’s bill, Fish Warden, 4.00 

S. Tucker’s bill, watching at Taunton, 77.50 

N. King’s bill, watching at Taunton, 72.00 


W. B. Wood’s bill, watching at Taunton, 21.75 
S. Makepeace’s bill, watching at Taunton, 12.00 


J. S. King, for board, 40.00 
I. G. Grew, car fare, 10.00 
J. H. Bisbee, catching fish, 71.00 
Incidental expenses at lower weir, 20.28 ~ 
E. A. Harlow, catching fish, 81.50 
Incidental expenses at upper weir, 23.88 
D. & S. Miller, lumber at upper weir, 10.42 
W.H. Vaughn, mending nets, 4.75 
D. A. Tucker, bill for tubs, 4.50 


Balance of receipts, 
Lakeville’s proportion estimated, 


$799.39 


130.00 





$929.39 


486.08 





$443.31 
85.86 





$357.45 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER AND COLLECTOR FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING MARCH Ist, 1873. 


Dr. 


Cash on hand from old account, $10,215.86 
Unpaid taxes in bills 1869, ’70, ’71 and ’72, 1,025.20 


Cash received for interest for money on deposit, 371.34 


County Treasurer, dog money, 365.85 
Jas. H. Bisbee, on account of fish, - 220.41 
- Town of Halifax, on account of fish, 21.00 
E. A. Harlow, on account of fish, 155.50 
D. A. Tucker, on account of fish, 190.00 
Isaac Thompson, on account of fish, 88.50 
From city of Fall River, on account of 
fish, 10.00 


From city of Taunton, on acconnt of fish, 30.00 
From town of Somerset, on account of fish, 20.00 
From town of Raynham, on account of fish, 20.00 
From town of Berkley, on account of fish, 20.00 
From town of Freetown, on account of fish, 40.00 
From New Bedford Inst. for Savings, 

From Mrs. Asaph Wood, for schooling, 3.00 
From town of Bridgewater, for schooling, 19.75 


From Mr. Lyman, for license, 10.00 
From Z. Leonard, for school-house, 75.00 
From Z. Leonard, for school-house, 98.71 
From State Treasurer, Corporation Tax, 2,373.68 
From State Treasurer, State Aid, 1,600.00 
From State Treasurer, State Pauper, 99.14 
From State Treasurer, Mass. School Fund, 273.64 
From I. F. Thatcher, note given, 400.00 
From P. W. Sampson, for old scraper, 1.00 
From H. W. Atwood, soil, 1.08 
Sundries, 13.31 
For Summons and interest, 47.18 


Amount of taxes in bills 1872 for collection, 35,018.96 


| Cr. 
Paid School Committee orders, 
Selectmen and Anditor’s orders, 
Assessor’s orders, 
Overseer of the Poor orders, 
Town House Building Committee’s orders, 
Taunton Lunatic Hospital bills, 
State Aid, 
State Industrial School for girls, 


D 


$11,241.06 


737.19 


675.41 


140.00 
20,000.00 


35,066.14 


$72,828.11 





$10,500.09 
14,100.13 
4.86 
2,621.76 
22,752.81 
630.85 
1,564.33 
49.78 
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Collector and Treasurer, 450.00 
County Treasurer, County tax, 3,215.48 
State Treasurer, State tax, 3,840.00 
State Treasurer, National Bank State tax, over paid 
in 1871, 92.65 
Notes and interest, 933.89 
Miscellaneous, 42.81 
Discount on tax, 2,758.99 
Unpaid taxes, 1,203.63 
Remittances, 339.36 
Cash on hand, " 7,726.69 





| $72,828.11 
C. B. WOOD, Treasurer and Collector. 
GUIDE BOARDS. 


Some new boards have been ordered, and other old boards should 
be replaced by new ones, but the guide boards are generally in 
good condition. 


Real estate assessed May 1st, 1872, $1,749,093 


Personal estate assessed May Ist, 1872, 508,200 
Total, - . $2,257,293 
Amount on polls for money tax, $2.00 
Percentage for money tax, 12.50 per $1,000.00 
Amount on polls for highway tax, SOD Grokitl 
Percentage for highway tax, 1.60 per 1,000.00 
No. of Polls May 1st, 1872. 1,312 
No. of Houses May 1st, 1872, 916 
No. of Acres taxed, 37,858 
No. of Horses taxed, 583 
No. of Cows taxed, | 776 
No. of Sheep taxed, 145 


TAXES ASSESSED IN 1872. 


For repairs of highway, seperate tax, $4,000.00 
Overlay, 181.22 $4,181.22 
Repairs of highways placed in Selectmen’s 
hands, 2,000.00 
Building new road and bridges and special 
repairs, 3,000.00 
Support of schools, 7,000.00 


School incidental expenses, 1,500.00 


Travelling expenses to High school, &c., 300.00 ‘ 
New school-house in Fall Brook, 1,500.00 

Support of poor, 2,900.00 

Support of insane, 500.00 

Sewer, 3,000.00 

New town house, 3,000.00 

Incidental expenses, 1,500.00 
Decorating soldiers graves, 100.00 

Interest money, 1,200.00 

Discount on taxes, | 2,800.00 

State tax, ' 8,840.00 383,740.00 
County tax, 3,215.48 


See 


$41,186.70 





Deducted for corporation tax and cash on hand by 








vote of town, 7,500.00 
$33,636.70 

Overlay on general tax, 1,386.12 
Taxes committed, $35,022.82 


LIABILITIES AND ASSETS OF THE TOWN. 





LIABILITIES. 
Treasurer’s and Selectmen’s notes and 
interest, $23,540.32 
Unpaid appropriation, estimated 1,000.00 
Unpaid orders, 100.00 
Due Lakeville on herring account, 1872, 85.86 $24,726.18 
ASSETS. 
Taxes due, $1,203.63 
State aid due from State, estimated, 2,000.00 
Cash on hand, 7,726.69 
Due for tools sold on sewer account, 33.09 $10,963.51 
Balance of liabilities, $13,762.77 


From the cash on hand there should perhaps 
be deducted the money in the treasury re- 
ceived from the Massachusetts school fund, 
amounting to . $1,013.75 
which must be used for school purposes only. 
And also the money received from the county 
for dog licenses, which must be used for 
public libraries or schools, amounting to 677.46 





Total, $1,691.19 $1,691.19 
Which cannot be used but as above specified. 
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Deducting this amount would leave the 


balance of liabilities, $15,453.96 


ESTIMATE FOR A TAX FOR 1873. 


For repairs of highways to be assessed in a 


separate tax, 35,000.00 $5,000.00 


For building new roads and bridges, 2,500.00 
Clearing highways of snow, 600.00 
Support of schools, 600.00 
Incidental school expenses, 1,500.00 
Transportation of scholars, 250.00 
Support of paupers, 2,700.00 
Support of insane, 600.00 
Incidental expenses, 1,800.00 
Annual payment on new Town House, 3,000.00 
Interest on debt, 2,000.00 
Discount on taxes, 2,750.00 23,700.00 
Less corporation tax, 2,400.00 
Total excepting repairs of highways, $21,300.00 


We recommend for schools $1,000 less than last year on account 
of the unexpended balance referred to under the head of assets. 


Respectfully submitted, 


: JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen 
LEWIS LEONARD, } of 
STILLMAN BENSON, J) Middleborough. 


Middleborough, March 7, 1873. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING MARCH Ist, 1873. 


Amount of money drawn from town treasury, $3,252.61 
Received from city of Taunton on account of Mrs. 

A. G. Reed, 30.00 
Received from town of Lakeville on account of Mary 

Dunham, 237.65 
Received from town of Mattapoisett on account of 

M. J. Hiller, 43.00 © 
Received from town of Rochester on account of Moses 

Hall and Mrs. Lois Randall, 52.29 

160.73 


Received for cow, 3 calves, farm produce, &c., sold, 


s 


$3,776.28 





Paid out as follows, viz.: 
For support of paupers in Alms-house, $1,542.45 


For support out of the Alms-house to the following 
persons and families: 


Mrs. Mary Weeks, $50.00 
Betsey C. Cobb, 27.00 
Daniel Cobb, 54.00 
Emerson P. Morse, 78.00 
Mrs. Caroline Packard, 27.50 
Mrs. Betsey C. Thomas, 63.00 
Stillman B. Morse, 8.66 
Mrs. Jane Chase, 49.00 
James D. Reed, ‘ 10.35 
Mrs. Abby Cushman, 14.50 
Mrs. Eunice Hoyt, 44.00 
Andrew B. Perry, 22.00 
Mrs. Jane Wallen, 18.00 
Charles N. Avery, 52.00 
Julia Doran, 31.00 
Sally M. Cobb, 63.00 
Mrs. Rachel Bump, 41.00 
Mrs. James E. Richmond, 20.00 
Samuel Morse, 19.50 
Elkanah Thompson, 13.45 
Theodora Macomber, 99.14 
William H. Thrasher, 24.81 
Sally Benson, 27.00 
Mrs. Mary J. Hiller, 43.00 
Edwin F. Westgate, 124.61 
Josephene G. Norcut, 83.72 $1,108.24 


TAUNTON LUNATIC HOSPITAL. 


Harriet Elmes, $192.32 
Thomas Gisby, Jr., 162.19 
Thomas J. Shaw, 201.01 
Mrs. Drusilla R. Haskins, 75.33 $630.85 


LUMBER AND LABOR FOR REPAIRING ALMS-HOUSE AND OUT-BUILDINGS. 


Joseph S. Barden, for lumber, $14.88 
B. F. Sherman, for shingles, ‘ 31.50 
E. F. Atwood, for shingles, 43.88 
Peirce & Paige, for Nails, 9.98 


Weston and Mendall, for labor, 44.00 $144.24 
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Dr. S. Chapin on account of Mrs. Randall, $4.50 
Wm. M. Washburn, on account of Mrs. Randall, 16.00 





Dr. S. Chapin for professional services, 30.00 
Reuben Harlow and wife, services, 300.00 $350.50 
$3,776.28 
Whole number in Alms-house during the year, 147 
Of which number were transient, 123 
Remaining the whole time, 13 
Present number in Alms-house, 16 
Whole number weeks for one person, 973 
Of which were transient, 19 
Average number for the year, 162 
Average expense per week excluding interest on farm and ‘ 
salaries, $1.76 
Average expense per week including interest on farm and 
salaries, 2.34 


There has been one death in Alms-house, Mr. Francis Wood, who. 
died March 30th, 1872, aged 88 years. 


Amount of real estate March 1st, 1872, $3,740.00 
Amount of personal estate March Ist, 1872, 1,095.75 $4,835.75 
Amount of real estate March 1st, 1873, 3,700.00 


Amount of personal estate March Ist, 1873, 1,121.50 4,821.50 
C. B. WOOD, for Overseers of the Poor. 





Deaths Registered in Middleborough during the Year 1872. 








NAMES. 





















































DATE. | Ys.|Ms.| Ds. CAUSE. 
Jan’y 1] Joseph Jackson, occegecscdeccccececee | 90} 9) 24) Old Age. 
3| James H. Case, ....----6. cloid get igae 53 | 6 | 20 | Dropsy. 
10| Sylvanus Warren,.........+> Piigciee v« a[ 82.0. OFM AGRoeD ODIOX Vie 
10 | Caleb Laas, ss cee cece dae sens iia base 72 | 11 | 22 | Softening of Brain. 
14| Hope Thomas, .....sssesesecceseeeses| U7 | 7 | 28 | Heart Disease. 
17| Emery H. Wilbury.....ccesecececccece 18 | 2) 7 | Diphtheria. 
18| Alice Waterman, ....e-esssecesees wae | 19] 8 | 6 | Jaundice. 
28) Phebe. ThOMAGAs ss cea bveense sen eeaen 91 | Oj} 11 | Old Age. 
Ol) LUCMOR TbOlGS sacs cen s vows s st 52} 8 | 18 | Pneumonia. 
Feb’y 1) Soloman Beals,...cssecsssscccsscececs 69 | 4] 8 | Lung Fever. 
3| John C. PerKkins,......eseesseeseeeees 76 | 2 | 13 | Colic. 
5; Charlotte E. Wilkenson,. .... ova ae 0| 3} 1 Conjestion of Lungs. 
Bt LiGHISA! Fs LLATIOW sac ceew cee snc cine tine 34 | 10 | 25 | Spinal Complaint. 
17) Anna Pratt.eccceceeceeceeseceeeeesees 91 | 5| 3 | Pneumonia. 
18} Amasa Lamb... <2. ccasscacsteccvee ---| 65 | 6| 31] Disease of Liver. 
28, Charles F. Thatcher,...........-- .ee- | 8 | 9 | 24 | Pneumonia. 
29! Annie Shehun,.........-.. Ree eqeee| 2] 25 15 | Whooping Cough. 
March 5) SLAWis5 vcsseenpecons< pens 2 | 00 | Infantile, 
1h) Jon MeDonhonght; 2c. enes.osces we -.| 1] 11] 5 | Convulsions. 
12 Bartlett iacacteas oss Seas -. | 00| 0 | 15 | General Debility. 
21 | Sarah J. Pillsbary,...---- SRBC Ane ..| 82 | 1 | 22 | Typhoid Fever. 
SO TPueheDG. 11s OOM ss oes kvice cineca closes to's -| 38] 0 | 00] Conjestion of Brain. 
30 | Francis W00d,....-..e...s0 PP Prine 88 | 2 | 00 Age. 
April 5.) Lucy ReGdj.c. 6c ccccssavecotcccacascins 82 | 11 | 10 | Cancer. 
1a WaALIC’A. COX ccscsccaas arses yerieelcts .-| 8] 11 | 21 | Brain Fever. * 
16| Almira E. Leonard,........... eseeeee| 37 | 6 | 22 | Puerperal peritonitis. 
2 HanrtaAhelriOU,<c oc. cecrneto cere: see | 20 | 117 1°18 | Paralysis, 
26 FAB lo BR AMS sitis ealcurate mala 00 | ‘0 | 17 | Infantile. 
29| Betsey Waterman, 75 | 1118] Old Age. 
30 | Ansel Gifford,...cccccceccsce.cossseee| 00} O | 00 | Heart Disease. 
May 4| Carrie A. Hallet,...... eae mes enaeeae .| 4{ 7 | 24 | Inflammation of Stomach. 
12| Susan A. Thomas,............. soeceee| 17} 11 | 18 | Consumption. 
TGV CANMA Ls DUIS OM yas access ap acer Pre elae) oes OMe |S OLODAY + 
23) Sarah Bolles,......2<..-000 sa daeneeeen | OG wo) iees | Laralysiss 
24| George M. Hartwell,...........eese. .| 19} 1 | 22 | Brights Disease. 
30} Juditiy Sl NOrton,..secn.ssssceseccenqnal Coles. & | wrysipelas. 
June 9 A) M2zYA HLATIOW,...copssncatesdevccecdes | OS [oa | OO") Consumption: 
27; Diantha W. Wood,..........+00. eee. | 24) 7 | 09) Consumption. 
July 41° JANG SUMMONS; sasccsersscceosepereoaiOo mins 1 E Olypus Uteria. 
11 Mullet avs usore ace mesic ..| 00} 4] 11] Consumption. 
12| Truman C. Holmes,.............0-- .-| 55} 10) 2 | General Dyscratia. 
19.) George Pickens, .c.s)ssicleupadeccectec .| 70) 3 | 14] Heart-Disease. 
20; Arthur W. Whitcomb,..... aden aes .--| 9] 7 | 17 | Cholera Infantum. 
22 | Benjamin Leonard,........ ‘Pance not ..| 88] 2] 18] Old Age. 
22 | Timothy Creden,.......... Hearne 00 | 4) 24) Cholera Infantum. 
25 | Jared Alden,.........scccsecescsceces 84 | 3 | 16 | Conjestion of Brain. 
31 | Carrie A. Arnold,..........scceeeees. | 00 | 9 | 19 | Cholera Infantum. 
August 2| Sabra Cole,...csecceccccccasscveccese | 3¢ | 9 | 00 | Dropsy. 
Biv LMGy SsCAless es -ncoscceeevans canes tac: 68 | 2 | 24 | Diarrhea. 
6 | Mary W. Leach,.......+sssseeeeseeees | 30) 5 | 00 | Consumption. 
6| Julia M. Hooper,...........-.cccceee 16 | 10 | 00 | Consumption. 
IP) ANSOICOUNUD ai tlasisseceaseasscasses --| 79} 6] 26| Old Age. 
15 | Charles H. Kurtz,....ccccccccescssese | 00} O | 28 | Cholera Infantum. 
20 | Henry apenas ten Pee, -s--| 00 | 9} 00 | Dysentery. 
26 | Arthur F. Eldridge,...........ssse...| 9} 5} 00 | Cholera Infantum. 
Sept. 3 |-Wrank Be STOnroGins eapesca cee. cat sate 0® | 11 | 12 | Cholera Infantum. 
3| Mary L. Hathaway,.... 00 | 8 | 23 | Cholera Infantum. 
6 | JuliavRobimMsOi iiss. cetecess 3 | 0| 00 | Typhoid Fever. 
10 | Elizabeth Whittemore,...............| 91 | 6 | 28 | Old Age. 
11 PININONA ata ree sev aP ac o's -| 00} 1] 21 | Consumption. 
13 | Horace A. Dunham,,.................| 20 | 7 | 22 | Consumption. 
15). Edward FE. Bryant: eves... eeeeee| 00} 6 | 22 | Cholera Infantum. 
19 | William Carter,........... ecececccsce| OL | 8} 00 | Rheumatism of the Heart. 
20 | Amasa THOMPSON, .ceeeeesceseseeeees| 20 | 0 | 00 | Epilepsy. 
21 | Caroline HE. Weston,.........eee...06-| 44 | 0 | 14 | Consumption. 
30 | Frederic H. Swift, cccicsesccsescccce.| OO} 1), 7'} Infantile. 
October 1} Mary F. Hall,ecccescccsccsesecceseees| 8 | 9 | 00 | Consumption, 
9] Solomon K. Haton,...csccccevccccceee| 62 | O| 9 | Apoplexy. 
10| George E. Macomber,.............--.| 18 | 11 | 2] Typhoid Fever. 
80 | Ann BOweheYyeescccustvectedeccccsce| 42 | 0} 00) Cancer. 
30 | Samuel Clark,-ccccesscscccccccccseess| 09 | 4 | 00 | Consumption. 
31 THOMAS us ssnsaeesh caves a } O0.|. 0 |:27-) Unknown. 
Nov. 2| Edward Nolens,.........secscscsesoee| 0} 9] 10} Teething. 
2| Margaret Warren,...........sesee+--| 74 | 11 | 16 | Inflammation of Stomach. 
8| Sebraner W. Thomas,........eeeeee++| 30 | 6 | 6 | Consumption. 
16 | Caroline Robinson,,...:.....sse.+..--| 85/ 5 | 16 | Old Age. 
17) Robert Clarkjivccsussvececcssccsvensee| 74 | 6 | 12 | Apoploxy. 
19| Louisa F, Rounseville,..... eoscsevese| 18 | 6} 17 | Consumption. 
16} Elizabeth Cushman,,.............e+++| 89 | 6 | 23 | Old Age. 
_ 29} William Davis,......scsssecccecsceeee| 75 | 7 | 00 | Heart Disease. 
Dec. 2| Elijah Burgess,......sessesceceeeceses| 10| 8 | 00 | Apoplexy. 
10| Hannah M. Howes,....--seceeeseees -| 34) 3 | 00 | Consumption. 
25) Florence A. Wo0d,......eseeeeesseees| 00 | 2] 25 | Infantile. 
26| Bridget Fitzpatrick,.....++e-+sreeee ee 70 | 0 | 00 | Heart Disease. 


C. B. WOOD, Town Clerk. 
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Marriages Registered in the town of Middleborough for 
the Year 1872. 











DATE. 








Jamy 21 
M1 


Feb’y 


March 
April 
May 4 


June 2 


July 1 
Aug. 


Sept. 11 
October 2 
24 


Novy. 7 


Dec. 








REISDENCE. 


Abington. 
Plympton. 
Middleboro’, 
Boston. 
Plympton. 
Boston. * 
Middleboro’. 


NAME. 





Louis W. Godin,...... 
Albert T. Douglas, ... 
Wm. O. Penniman,... 
Chas. A. White,....... 
Wm. A. Bonney,...... 
Geo. R. Shurtliff, ..... 
John EK. Smith, ....... 


Francis G. Harris,.... 
Clinton W. Cole, ..... sy 
Eben N. Gammons,.. i 


Providence. 


Adelbert J. Perry,.... 
Sunderland. 


Calvin L. Brown,..... 
Henry M. Howard,... 
Wm. C. Holbrook,.... 





Wm. S. Manuel,......} Middleboro’. 
Benj. F. Wright...... Gs 
George 8S. Cobb,....-- “6 
Charles Mitchell,..... 66 


6é 
“ce 
ce 


Simeon McKenzie,.... 
Leonard D. Hadern,.. 
Wm. W. Briggs,...... 
Edw’d S. Hathaway,.. me 
Alendo McKenney,... i 


Nathan N. Barrows,.. a 
Chas. E. Bump.....-- 4 
Richard E. Cobb,..... ss 
Marshall P. Burgess... se 
Edward F. Wood,.... a 
Henry R. Tribou,..... J 
Willie T. Shurtliff,.... cs 
Nathan S. Davis,...... - 


H. Roswell Snow,...-| Boston. 
Oscar E. Bliss,......--| Middleboro’. 
Abram H. Caswell,...| Lakeville. 
Jas. W. Whitmarsh,..| Abington. 
Henry K. W. Kyder,..| Middleboro’. 





Addie A. Barrows,... 


N.Bridgewater. 
oe 





NAME. RESIDENCE. 


Middleboro’. 
Plympton. 
Middleboro’. 








Nellie W. Sherman,... 
Ellen F. Tribou,...... 
Martha A. Smith,..... 
Carried. DCN bins .es ae s 

Sarah A. Maxim.,..... ee 

Sarah G. Tinkham... a: 

A Tmira BSW O60. <0cs« <e 

Ella E. Raymond, ....| E.Dridgewater. 
Betsey A. Atwood, ...| Carver. 

Minnie 8. Thompson,.| Middleboro’, 
Susie L. Blanchard,.. “e 
Louisa Conant,...-... 
Julia M. Tinkham,.... 
Christiana Jones,.... 
ORCL CLEV tenessce + ae 
Lucy R. Getchell,..... 
Sarah A. Hopson,.... 
Louisa Chubbuck,.... ss 
Frances M. Bump,..../ Carver. 

Maria V. Harlow,..... N.Bridgewater. 
Ivanette Wood,....... Middleboro’. 
Minnie Bisbee,........ “6 
Helen F. Sparrow,.... 6c 
Rochie S. Small,...... Falmouth. 
Lucy H.Pickens,.....| Middleboro’. 
Cordelia F. Ellis,..... “ 
Mary L. Harlow,..... sé 
Wullie: HUIS, «cree ci4is sates e 6c 
Abby Perkins,........ «s 
Alice B. Nye, .......--| Yarmouth. 
Frankie J. Jones,.....| Middleboro’. 
Lucy S. Bryant,...... se 


N.Bridgewater. 
Middleboro’. 
Plymouth. 
Abington. 
Middleboro’. 





Susan F. Tinkham,... aS 
Lurana L. Smith,..... A: 
IATMECNIA ELA, sarees sae “ 


C. B. WOOD, Town Clerk. 
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TOWN WARRANT. 


PLYMOUTH, 8s. To James Cole, or either of the Constables of the town of 
Middleborough, GREETING: 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required to notify 
and warn all the inhabitants of the town of Middleborough qualified by law to vote in 
town affairs, to meet in the Town House, in said town, on Monday, the 24th instant, at 
10 o’clock A. M., to act on the following articles, viz.: 


1st. To choose a Moderator to preside in said Meeting. 

2d. To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. The following officers 
to be voted for all on one ballot, viz.: Town Clerk, Selectmen, Assessors, Treasurer 
and Collector, Overseers of the Poor, School Committee, Constables, and three or more 
Fish Wardens. 

3d. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and bridges the present year. 

4th. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray the expenses of the 
town for the present year, and determine when the same shal] be assessed, and how 
appropriated. 

5th. To choose a Board of Auditors to examine claims against the town, and order 
the payment thereof. 

6th. To choose a Committee to settle with their Treasurer and report the condition of 
the Treasury. 

7th. To vote the pay tothe Treasurer and Collector and the Sealer of Weights and 
Measures, for their services the past year. 

8th. To take such action in relation to the town’s right of taking and disposing of the 
alewives the present year as may be in accordance with the laws regulating the same. 

9th. To see if the town will vote that the yards of persons chosen Field Drivers, shall 
be town pounds so long as they remain in office, provided they be also chosen Pound 
Keepers. 

10th. To see if the town will authorize their Overseers of the Poor to contract with 
some person to take charge of their Alms-house, and act thereon. 

1lth. To allow accounts against the town, and act anything thereon, 

12th. To take action in relation to clearing the highways of snow. 

13th. To choose some person to have the care of the Town ‘House. 

14th. To hear and act upon the reports of any officers or committees of the town. 

15th. Tosee if the town will authorize their Treasurer to hire money to pay school 
teachers the present year. 

16th. To see if the town will cause that part of Plymouth street, near the house of B. 
L. Boomer to be built as laid out by the County Commissioners, also that part of Fuller 
street, southerly of the house of James Smith to be built as laid out several years ago, 
and act anything thereon. 

17th. To see what action the town will take for building vaults in the new Town 
House, also for lighting, heating, and furnishing the building, and raising and appropri- 
ating such sums of money as may be necessary to accomplish the same. : 

isth. To see if the town will vote permission to the Middleborough Savings Bank (if 
estublished) to use the town safe an vaults, and act anything thereon. ; 

19th. To see if the town will vote to assess a part of the cost of the sewer in Main and 
Water streets to the abutting owners, and act anything thereon. 

20th. To see if the town will vote to dispose of the old Town House and the lot upon 
which it stands, and act anything thereon. 

21st. To see if the town will take any action in reference to adopting By-Laws for 
the town. and act anything thereon. 


Hereof fail not and make return of this Warrant and of your doings thereon, at the 
time and place of said meeting. 
Given under our hands at Middleborough this eighth day of March A. D. 1873. 
JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen 


LEWIS LEONARD, of 
STILLMAN BENSON, ) Middleborough. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


March 1, 1874. 
be eee 


School Board to the citizens of Middleborough : 


We feel under renewed obligations to our Heavenly Father for the 
blessings bestowed upon our schools the past year, in regard to health. 
None of our teachers have been called away by death, and only one 
has been obliged to leave her school, for any length of time because of 
sickness, and her place was supplied by a well-qualified teacher, so the 
time was not lost. 

Of the large number of pupils attending our schools, only one has 
died the past year. We have well-qualified and efficient teachers, 
The schools, for the most part, appear well, have progressed, showing 
that the teachers have not labored in vain. But we have to report 
some as having labored under great disadvantages, having had to con-~ 
tend with a great amount of irregularity in attendance, and also the 
inattention, indolence and ill-disposition of some. In connection with 
this may be mentioned a remarkable want of interest, on the part of 
some of the parents, in everything calculated to advance their children 
in virtue and knowledge. How can a teacher succeed, when parents 
uphold their children in indolence and disobedience, exercising no con- 
trol over them, and permitting them to play the truant day after day 
without correction? But we are happy to report, there are but few of 
this class. ‘The most of the pupils manifest a desire to advance, under 
the instructions of their teachers, and abide by their requisitions. 

Let the parents see to it another year, that all are of this class. The 
teachers will then be encouraged, and such schools will be at once, 
orderly and profitable. 

Teachers have a difficult task; they often ask, how can we secure 
good government in school, so as to produce the best results? In 
answer we would say, first, give them something to do; aim to give 
them employment both useful and interesting. An industrious scholar 
is very seldom troublesome; an idle one, always. Show them that 
you are interested in their progress; encourage, cheer and comfort 
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them in their trials and labors; praise them when they do well, or 
make an effort to. do so, and you will succeed in gaining their respect, 
confidence and good will. Thus the object of your desire will be ob- 
tained with a large majority of pupils. But what treatment shall those 
pupils receive, who will not thus be brought to obedience? Is it expe- 
dient for female teachers to inflict corporal punishment upon those 
boys or girls who are larger and stronger than they are? We think 
not. We think a better way will be, to confer with the parents of all 
such children, and kindly seek their aid and co-operation. 

Will not all parents who have the good of their offspring at heart, 
who realize that the teacher is in the place of the parent for the time 
being doing the work that primarily belongs to them, render such 
timely assistance as is in their power? | 

Where teacher and parents work together, success is almost certain, 
We sometimes find ourselves in possession of teachers, who are not 
natural disciplinarians, but such teachers succeed much better with 
parental co-operation. 

The High school was taught in the Summer term by Mr, A. W, 
Blair, as for the two preceding terms in the previous year. We very 
much regretted his resignation. Mr. Geo, H. Adams was recom- 
mended as a well-qualified instructor. We secured his services, but 
they were of short duration. Owing to circumstances entirely beyond 
his control, he remained but one term. Mr. J. H. Willoughby, a 
graduate of Dartmouth college, was then recommended, and we fortu- 
nately secured his services. He has more than met our expectations, 
both as an instructor and disciplinarian. He has a mind to work, 
and has been very successful thus far. May he continue with us for 
years to come, a devoted and successful teacher. 

He also has been assisted by Miss Annie D. Pratt. We feel assured, 
that the High school has made commendable progress the past year, 
notwithstanding the frequent change of teachers. We confidently hope 
its anticipations have been more than realized, by the ample accommo- 
dations of the new apartments prepared for it. May it prove itself 
worthy of such an expenditure. 

We subjoin a few 


REGULATIONS. 


1. The following shall be considered Holidays, and no others: 
Saturdays, Fast Day, Decoration Day, Fourth of July, second day 
of Plymouth County Agricultural Fair, Thanksgiving Day, and 
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Christmas. ‘Teachers can take a day each term for visiting other 
schools, or for attendance upon the Plymouth County and State 
Teachers’ Association, upon consultation with the Committee. 

2. Teachers shall aim to be present at least ten minutes before the 
opening of their schools, morning and evening. 

8. The Roll shall be punctually called at the opening of each 
session, and each absentee shall be recorded at the time; nor shall any 
pupil be allowed to enter during the morning devotions. 

4. Teachers shall require from parents or guardians, excuses, 
written if practicable; if not, fully authenticated, for every absence by 
them authorized; also for dismission before the close of the school, ex- 
cept for sickness, and for pupils under seven or eight years, who may 
be released from any school, according to the discretion of the teacher, 
fifteen minutes previous to the close of the session. Pupils who neglect 
this rule, or are persistently tardy, or guilty of truancy, shall be 
specially reported to the committee, and if need be, expelled from the 
school, 

5. Any member of the High school who shall be absent four half 
days in a month, without a satisfactory excuse in writing, from parent 
or guardian, shall forfeit his place in the school for the remainder of 
the term. 

6. Teachers shall rebuke every known instance of profanity, and 
suppress, as far as possible, all coarseness and rudeness, and unkind- 
ness in their pupils’ treatment of one another, whether in school-hours, 
or by the way; and the use of tobacco by any pupil shall be especially 
disecountenanced. 

7. Teachers shall carefully observe any injury inflicted upon school- 
buildings of any kind, inside or outside, and prohibit all unnecessary 
disfiguring of the premises in any respect, and faithfully present any 
offender for fine or other punishment. Also teachers shall give due 
attention to the temperature and ventilation of their respective school- 
rooms, guard against danger from fire, and see that doors and windows 
are properly fastened. 

8. Qualifications for High school shall consist of, 


1. Satisfactory examination in Reading, Spelling and Writing. 

2. The completion of Common School Written Arithmetic. 

3. In Grammar, the whole of Greene’s Introduction, and 
ability to parse and analyze ordinary prose. 

4, Warren’s Common School Geography completed. 

5. United States History completed. 
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9. The Course of Study in the High School shall be twofold ; 
English and Classical: to the former shall be allowed three years ; 
to the latter four years; and the following shall be the order of the 
study : 

ENGLISH COURSE. 


THIRD CLASS, FIRST YEAR, 


First Term—Algebra, Physiology, Analysis and Parsing. 
Second Term—Algebra, Physiology, Analysis and Parsing. 
Third Term—Algebra, Physical Geography, Natural History, 


Reading, Spelling and Writing through the year. Declamations 
once each month ; Compositions once in two weeks, 


SECOND CLASS, SECOND YEAR. 


First Term—Arithmetic Reviewed, Natural Philosophy, Rhetoric. 

Second Term—Arithmetic Reviewed, Natural Philosophy, two re- 
citations each week, Rhetoric, three recitations each week, Book- 
Keeping. 

Third Term—Geometry, English History, French or Geology, 
Book-Keeping, Reading and Spelling twice each week. 

Declamations and Compositions as in first year. 


THIRD YEAR, FIRST CLASS. 


First Term—Geometry, English History, French or Botany. 

Second Term—Chemistry, Trigonometry or Botany, French or 
Constitution of the United States. 

Third Term—Astronomy, Surveying or French, Mental Philosophy. 

Reading selections, different authors. 

Declamations and Compositions as in first year. Recitations or 
select readings from the young ladies in place of Declamations. 


CLASSICAL COURSE. 
FIRST YEAR, FOURTH CLASS. 


First Term—Algebra, Physiology, Latin Grammar and Reader. 

Second Term—Algebra, Physiology, Latin Grammar and Reader. 

Third Term—Algebra, Physical Geography, Latin Grammar and 
Reader. 
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SECOND YEAR, THIRD CLASS. 


First Term—Arithmetic Reviewed, Rhetoric, Latin Grammar and 
Reader. 

Second Term—Geometry, Rhetoric, Cesar. 

Third Term—Geometry, Greek Grammar and Lessons, Cesar. 


THIRD YEAR, SECOND CLASS. “ 


First Term—Antiquities, Greek Grammar and Lessons, Cicero. 

Second Term—Latin Prose Composition, Greek Grammar and 
Anabasis, Cicero. 

Third Term—Latin Prose Composition, Greek Grammar and 
Anabasis, Virgil. 


FOURTH YEAR, FIRST CLASS. 


First Term—Greek Prose, Greek Grammar and Anabasis, Virgil. 
Second Term—Greek Prose, Greek Grammar and Homer, Virgil 
Third Term—Homer, Virgil and General Reviews. 

General Exercises as in English Course. 


The folloowing sums have been expended for the support of the 
several schools : 


SCHOOL No. 1. 


Mary L. Alden, teaching, $65.00 
Ida F. Bailey, teaching, 24.00 
Lottie E. Hammond, teaching, 148.30 
A. H. Soule, wood and housing, 6.00 
Thomas Soule, janitor, 2.75 $241.05 
SCHOOL NO. 2. 
Mary S. Perkins, teaching, $246.00 
Wm. C. Swift, wood, 2.75 
Walter Bryant, janitor, 8.00 251.75 
SCHOOL No. 3. 3 
Annie A. Lovell, teaching, $60.00 
Sarah A. Gibbs, teaching, 75.00 
Mary E. Evans, teaching, 96.00 
B. F. Wood, for wood, 6.00 
Samuel Morse, sawing and housing, 5.00 
Ebenezer C. Shaw, wood, 5.20 
Paul Rinardo, janitor, 3.00 250.20 
4 SCHOOL No. 4. 
Deborah Gisby, teaching, $246.00 
Wood sawing and housing, 17.00 


Clarence Tobey, janitor, 3.00 266.00 


8. 


SCHOOL No. 


Mary E. Thompson, teaching, 
Seth Deane, wood and housing, 
_ Horace Deane, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 


Helen Harlow, teaching, 
Josiah E. Thomas, wood and housing, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 
Abbie A. Gurney, teacher, 
S. Benson, wood, 
Janitor, 

SCHOOL No. 


Emma C. Hinckley, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 


Mrs. Lillie T. Westgate, teaching, 
H. Ryder, wood, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 


W. A. Harding, teaching, 
Wm. L. Holmes, wood, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 


Ella Thompson, teaching, 
Wood, sawing and housing, 
Freddie M. Gibbs, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 


Lucia A. Thompson, teaching, - 
Harrison Atwood, wood, 

Thomas Darling, wood, 

Frank Harlow, janitor and sawing wood, 


SCHOOL No. 


Phebe A. Gerrish, teaching, 
Wood, sawing and housing, 
Willie Pease, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 


Sarah Dunham, teaching, 
Ella Benson, teaching, 
E. Sherman, wood, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 


Hattie C. Borden, teaching, 
‘M. G. Pratt, 

Annie A. Lovell, 

Lucia A. Drake, 


6. 


$246.00 
11.75 
3.00 


$246.00 
12.00 
3.00 


” $231.00 


7.00 
4.00 


$102.00 
11.87 
3.00 


$246.00 
17.27 
3.00 


$246.00 
13.63 
3.00 


$165.00 
3.00 
4.00 
6.45 


$246.00 
13.12 
2.00 


$150.00 
96.00 
14.00 
3.00 


$360.00 
108.00 
192.00 
288.00 


278.75 


261.00 


241.00 


117.87 


266.27 


262.68 


178.45 


261.12 


263.00 





Mary L. Tinkham, ; 818.00 
Coal, wood sawing, &C., 45.12 
Janitor, 10.00 1,821.12 
SCHOOL No. 19. 
Mrs. Marion Vaughan, teaching, $312.00 
Wood, sawing, &e. a 30.00 
J anitor, 3.00 345.00 
SCHOOL No. 20. 
Lucinda W. Chandler, teaching, $258.00 
Wood, sawing, &c., 19.00 
Janitor, 3.00 280.00 
SCHOOL No. 21. 
Cassandra W. Shaw, teaching, $240.00 
Wood, sawing, &c., 25.67 
Janitor, 3.00 268.67 
SCHOOL No. 22. 
S. Florence Howes, teaching, $191.90 
Mrs. Charles Vaughan, teaching, 40.50 
Wood sawing, 18.92 
Janitor’s bill, 3.00 254.32 
Paid Lakeville for schooling scholars from the time the 
districts were abolished, to the school year ending 
February 1, 1873, 173.25 
HIGH SCHOOL. 
A. W. Blair, teaching, $360.00 
Annie D. Pratt, teaching, 318.00 
George H. Adams, teaching, 300.00 
J. C. Willoughby, teaching, 315.00 
Wood and housing, 17.09 1,810.09 
Whole amount expended for wages of teachers, fuel, and —— 
care of houses, $7,352.29 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Rent of Academy, $166.66 
Mary A. Morse, cleaning house No. 3, 2.00 
Emily Westg ate, cleaning house No. 2, 3.00 
Benjamin EF. ‘Thompson, building wall on lot No. 6 and 
grading, 22.70 
Sic. ’ Coffin, stock and labor on fence on lot No. 6, 60.63 
C. L. Ford, stock and labor on fence around lot No. 2, 55.57 
Bids. Boomer, painting fence and house No. 2, 54.47 
A. H. Soule, shingles for No. 1, 19.00 
National School Furniture Co., "furniture for Nos. 18 & 20, 282.95 
Repairs and sundries, 3.50 
George Barrows, 2.95 
H. N. Atwood and J. L. Hammet, 10.69 
William H. Clark and J. Tinkham, 492 
Pierce & Paige, stove-pipe and labor, 43.08 
Lilian Cole, cleaning school-house, 2.00 
B. E. Holmes, transportation of scholars, 10.20 
Brewer & Tileston, dictionaries, 26.40 
J. G. Nichols, work on house No. 1, 6.50 
George Leonard, transportation from No. 5 to No. 18, 6.00 
Abby J. Pratt, transportation from No. 5 to No. 19, 5.00 
H. D. Leonard, as 5.00 
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J. Shaw’s bill for 1873, 40.15 
George H. Doane’s bill for 1873, 88.54 
F. E. Wood, stock and labor, Nos. 16, 17, 18, 1872, 394.19 
I. M. Foye, labor, lumber, &c., Nos. 4, 16, 112.79 
H. W. Vaughan, masonry, No. 4, 1.62 
Joseph Bisbee, labor, No. 4, 1871, 1.00 
J. B. Johnson, labor, No. 16, 9.68 
Noah Clark, lumber, No. 17, 34.81 
C. S. Westgate, lumber, No. 17, 49.10 
George F. Sisson, labor, &c., No. 17, 61.50 
Calvin Southworth, stock and labor, No. 17, 1.25 
Henry C. Allen, masonry and labor, No. 17, 25.00 
William Barrows, stone work, No. 17, 4.00 
C. H. Ryder, labor, No. 17, 6.00 
Tyler Peirce, bricks and cement, No. 17, 2.50 
Simeon A. Sherman, labor, No. 17, 34.58 
George A. Sisson, labor, No. 17, 25.50 
P. H. Peirce, laths, lime, hair and nails, No. 17, 17.05 
G. W. Barrows, stock and labor, No. 17, 32.57 
J. Frank Peirce, labor, No. 18, 10.00 
Geo. H. Herman, repairing settees, 2.00 
J. P. Sparrow, labor, 3.40 
W.S. Gibbs, labor, paint and paper, No. 20, 69.48 
Hooper & Clark, merchandise, 2.99 
Martson Thompson, masonry, 6.06 
Jared Pratt, labor, 5.85 
Otis Pratt, labor, 5.42 
Oliver Eaton, stock and labor, Nos. 20, 21, 17.90 
For repairs, paint and paper, No. 138, 60.86 





The following sums have been paid for transportation to 
High school since the writing of the last Report (be- 
sides the amount paid for the term ending February 
28, 1873, which did not then appear, ) " 


Ira Tinkham, $17.25 
George E. Hatch, 13.75 
Walton EK. Clark, Lae75 
Naomi Morse, 6.50 
Emma Darling, 9.00 
Debbie Driggs, 2.58 
Fred. M. Leonard, 6.00 
Charles E. Mellen, 17.65 
Hattie Burgess, 5.50 
Isaac B. Burgess, 5.50 
H. A. Clark, . 5.76 
Abisha T. Clark, 12.00 
H. T. Maynard, 7.25 
Mariquita Eddy, 6.00 
Alfred Farnsworth, 3.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. H. SOULE, 


$1,927.57 


$232.65 


134.49 





$364.14 


HANNAH D. CROSSMAN, seta Committee. 


W. C. RYDER, 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen of Middleborough present the following report for 
the year ending March Ist, 1874: 


Voted by the town for the repairs of highways to be assessed on the 


polls and estates, $5,000.00 
‘¢ for new roads and bridges and special repairs, 2,500.00 
‘¢ for incidental expenses, 1,800.00 
‘¢ for clearing the highways of snow, 600.00 
‘¢ for land damage for new street from Rock to Water 
streets, 695.00 | 
Total, $10,595.00 


There has béen worked and allowed to the several highway sur- 
veyors as follows, viz. : 


NORTH SECTION. 


No. District. Surveyors. Amount. 

ks Ellis Weston, $591.25 

2 William Washburn, 819.10 

3, Francis F. Eaton, 242.88 

4, Philo S$. Murdoch, 173.32 

5, Isaac EK. Perkins, 246.35 

6, Earle H. Cushman, 50.10 

ae Wu, B. White, 92.50 

8, Daniel Alden, 252.75 $2,468.25 

EAST SECTION. 

re Eben A. Shaw, $101.28 

2, Wm. C. Swift, 119.00 

3, Joshua M. Eddy, 156.69 

4, Isaac Bryant, 53.97 

35 Christopher C. Smith, 53.17 

6, Philander W. ‘Thompson, 175.58 

ie Harrison W. Atwood, 148.10 

8, Thomas Darling, 84.17 

a, George W. Wood, 123.16 
10, George H. Bump, 182.70 1,197.42 
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SOUTH SECTION. 


No. District. Surveyors. Amount. 
ne Nathaniel S. Cushing, $104.97 
2, Henry Hobill, 100.00 
D5 John Witham, 212.838 
4, Elisha T. Benson, 150.00 
D, Tyler Peirce, 121.90 
6, Elnathan Sherman, 154.00 
dy B. P. W. Lovell, 194.69 
8, Marshal F. Gibbs, 169.00 
vs Edmond 'Thompson, 96.25 

10, Thomas Smith, 108.59 
Ls Soranus G. Wrightington, 97.29 
12, Lothrop Thomas, 185.49 


1,695.01 


$5,860.68 


NEW ROADS AND BRIDGES AND SPECIAL REPAIRS. 


NORTH SECTION. 


Paid Wm. Washburn, for building a part of Centre street 

near Railroad station, 

Wm. Washburn, for bridge across Main street, near 
the chapel, 

And for drain, &c. on School street, 

I. E. Perkins, for Alden’s Bridge, 

I. E. Perkins, for drain by S. White’s, 

J. H. Perkins, for drain, 

J. A. Burgess, for repairs of Newmarket Brite, 

G. H. Doane, for nails for ss 

A. R. Williams, for lumber for ‘: 2 


$125.00 


54.25 
36.00 
12.21 
30.00 
10.00 
27.63 

2.10 

4.60 


P. Washburn, land taken for street by special vote of the 


town, 


50.00 


R. M. Thomas, land taken for street by special vote of the 


town, 


EAST SECTION. 


Paid 8. Hinckley, for building part of Plymouth street, 
J. L. Pease, for building part of Plymouth street, 
I. F. Eaton, repairing Plymouth street, 
Thomas Darling, lumber on Woodard’s Bridge, 
Lewis Leonard, repairs on Woodard’s Bridge, 


SOUTH SECTION. 


Paid Elnathan Sherman, for building part of Smith street, 
Orlando W. Carver, building Smith street, 


15.00 
$966.79 


$425.00 
125,00 
96.00 
64.26 
27.25 


$737.51 


$542.98 
150.00 


Paid H. N. Thomas, building Smith street, 
Henry Hobill, repairs on France street, 
Edmond Thompson, repairs on Wood street, 
Edmond Thompson, repairs on Grove street, 
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Edmond Thompson, repairs on Fall Brook Bridge, 
Tyler Peirce, repairs on Pond street, 


20.60 
37.00 
22.00 
39.13 
24.55 
20.30 


$886.56 


~ Total expenditure for roads and bridges, including repairs, $2,590.86 


Ellis Weston, 
Wm. Washburn, 
C. F. Peirce, 
Russell Snow, 
Augustine Pratt, 
I. E. Macomber, 
Wm. B. White, 
Sanford Weston, 


Eben C. Shaw, 
Wm. C. Swift, 

4 i M. Eddy, 
Grover Bennett, 
C. C. Smith, 
Samuel C. Coffin, 
Harrison W. Atwood, 
Leonard Mitchell, 
Willard Wood, 
Jas. S. Bump, 
Lorenzo Wood, 
Jacob Atwood, 


N. F. Shurtliff, 
Nelson Thomas, 
Jeremiah W. Reed, 
Abner Wood, 

Geo. S. Clark, 

S. F. W. Atwood, 
I. S. Cushman, 
Cephas Shaw, 
Elisha T. Benson, 
Thomas Smith, 
Seneca R. Thomas, 


SNOW 


NORTH SECTION. 


EAST SECTION. 


SOUTH SECTION. 


BILLS. 


$10.90 
6.35 
24.00 
24.57 
7.00 
10.45 
12.00 
9.25 


$22.00 
40.25 
19.37 
18.73 
18.75 
8.37 
5.00 
9.50 
8.62 
3.75 
9.25 
3.00 


$15.60 
51.70 
35.62 
52.75 
39.00 
10.04 
25.00 
5.80 
2. b0 
10.19 
doll 


$104.52 


166.59 
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William Thomas, 10.00 
S. G. Wrightington, 42.42 
Ephraim Hathaway, 27.83 


Total snow bills, 
DRAIN PIPE AND GRAVEL. 


Elijah Alden, $6.75 
Thomas Ellis, for gravel, 4,10 
Lydia Chase, for gravel, 27 rods, 67.50 
Thomas Gisby, for gravel, 20 rods, 40.00 
Ingalls & Peirce, for drain pipe, 92.16 
G. H. Doane, for drain pipe, 15.12 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
C. B. Wood, Treasurer and Collector, $450.00 
C. B. Wood, Overseer of the Poor, 81.05 
Isaac N. Vaughn, Overseer of the Poor, 12.00 
J.T. Wood, Selectman and Assessor, 209.95 
Lewis Leonard, Selectman and Assessor, 191.25 
Stillman Benson, Selectman and Assessor, 176.62 
Rey. H. L. Edwards, School Committee, 17 mos. 169.19 
A. H. Soule, School Committee. 87.00 
H. D. Crossman, School Committee, 95.25 
James Cole, Constable, 31.90 
Eliab Ward, care of Town Hall, 6.50 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 

Sidney Tucker, rent of office, 213 months, $106.83 
James M. Coombs, printing,!.. 266.75 
Tucker & Murdoch, rent of hall for armory, 21.00 
State Industrial School, boarding Ella Jones, 2.50 
Daniel Alden, committee to meet county commiss’rs, 3.50 
Dr. J. F. Shurtliff, for vaccinating, 10.50 
Dr. C. S. Jackson, for vaccinating, 13.00 
M. & T. Railroad, freight, 3.00 
John Shaw, blank books, &c., 5.16 
J. G. Vaughan, bill finishing sewer, 164.70 
J. C. Sullivan, bill on town by-laws, 14.39 
Naomi K. Eaton, for damage sustained on Bed- 

ford street, y 30.00 
J. G. Sparrow, for guide boards, 125.12 

RECAPITULATION. 

Repairing highways, $5,360.68 
New road and special repairs, 2,590.86 


Snow bills, 613.17 


342.16 





$613.27 


$225.63 


$1,460.61 


$766.45 
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Drain pipes and gravel, 225.63 
Town officers, 1,460.61 
Incidental expenses, 766.45 $11,017.40 . 


GUIDE BOARDS. 
One hundred and twenty-five dollars have been expended for guide 
boards the last year, mostly in the South Section, and the boards are 
generally in very good condition. 


Real estate assessed May 1st, 1873, $1,848,706.00 
Personal estate assessed May 1st, 1873, 439,460.00 
Total, 2,288,166.00 
Amount on polls for state, county &c. tax, $2.00 
Percentage cg rst 12.50 per $1,000 
Amount on polls for highway tax, 63 
Percentage for highway tax, 1.85 per 1,000 
No. of Polls, May 1st, 1873, 1,329 
No. of Houses, May Ist, 1873, taxed, 944 
No. of Acres, May Ist, 1873, taxed, 37,535 
No. of Horses, May Ist, 1873, taxed, 612 
No. of Cows, May Ist, 1873, taxed, 693 
No. of Sheep, May Ist, 1873, taxed, 127 
TAXES ASSESSED IN 1873. 
For repairs of highways, separate tax, $5,000.00 
Overlay, 22.99 $5,022.99 
New roads and special repairs, $2,500.00 
Clearing highways of snow, 600.00 
Support of schools, 6,000.00 
Incidental school expenses, 1,500.00 
Transportation of scholars, 500.00 
Support of poor, 2,700.00 
Support of insane, 600.00 
Incidental expenses, 1,800.00 
Payment on new town house, 5,000.00 
Interest on debt, 2,500.00 
Discount on taxes, , 2,900.00 
26,200.00 
Less corporation tax, 2,400.00 
23,800.00 
State tax, 4,320.00 
County tax, 3,215.48 31,335.48 


Total, $36,358.47 
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FISH ACCOUNT. 


Received from sale of fish, the purchaser to pay all bills for 
taking, inspection, &c., and to receive all moneys due 


from other towns for watching and inspecting, $450.00 
Lakeville’s proportion of the same, estimated, $85.00 
Middleborough’s proportion of the same, estimated, 360.00 


NEW TOWN HOUSE. 

The Selectmen have examined the Report submitted to the town by 
the Building Committee of the new town house, also the vouchers for 
the same, and as here presented, they are believed to be correct. 

There is one item, however, which we do not consider as properly 
coming within the province of this committee at the expense of the 
town, and in this connection we would call the attention of the town 
to the importance of requiring all its officers and committees to keep 
more strictly within the limits of the vote by which they are author- 
ized to expend the money of the town, as we are satisfied that many 
pills have been paid by the town which were not authorized by its vote. 


Paid J. M. Alden for building cellar wall, &ce., $498.00 


O. & G. E. Parker, for stone wall, 80.00 
B. G. Harlow, for stone, 3.00 
F. K. Ballou, steps, underpinning and setting, 2,117.00 
Towle & Blanchard, setting steps, 104.00 $2,802.00 
Solomon K. Eaton, towards contract, $5,250.00 
His executor in settlement, 1,034.24 6,284.24 
Pratt & Co. for lumber, &c., $1,256.33 
A. T. Stearns & Son, for lumber, &c., 2,549.00 
W. Crapo, ne a 727.13 
Furber & Bailey, ae rf . 100.88 
Ripley & Tripp, ES 44 55.00 
N. M. Tribou, i nS 54.04 
Job Braley, i. 22.23 4,764.61 
A. Hardy & Co., windows and frames, $951.39 
John Hall, doors, 429.15 1,380.54 
H. J. Purrington, columns and capitals, $739.30 
J. J. McNutt, stairs and railings, mouldings and 
trimmings, 2,327.69 3,067.18 
Fairhaven Iron Co., for iron columns, . $217.48 
O. C. R. R. for railroad iron for vaults, 158.44 
J. B. Lebaron, for window weights, 90.72 


Lazell, Perkins & Co., for nails and iron work, 117.85 
_G. H. Doane, zinc, lead, and general hardware, 641.95 


Brooks & Darling, hardware, 12.50 
H. Pickford & Co., locks, bolts, knobs, &e., 201.58 
Leonard & Barrows, nails, tacks, &ce., 4,20 


J. C. McAllister & Sons, blacksmithing, &c., 101.20 1,545.92 
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Nolan & Cronan, for plastering, &c., $3,039.55 
Morrison & Warren, for stucco work, 32.00 
J.T. Washburn, for mason work, 619.78 
J. IF. Eldridge, for brick, 813.00 
H. W. Durfee, for lime, a &e., 142.17 
J.B. Le Baron, ‘* 28.78 
Thomas & Griffiths, for oe &e., 

Stanley & Cunningham, for painting Geely $764.52 
J. G. Sparrow, , 421.82 


B. L. Boomer, for oiling, sathmniays &c,, inside, 495.94 


R. E. Southworth, for painting vault doors, 56.75 
T. S. Clagston, for steam heating apparatus, $2,929.15 
George F. Blake, for steam pump, 150.00 
N. D. Wilber, for piping street to house, $192.48 
Taunton Iron Co., for pipes, &c., 408.72 
Tucker Manufacturing Co., for gas fixtures, &c., 539.68 
For torch pole, &c., 1215 


American pieat Bale Co: ., for burglar proof safe, $650.00 
a youl: and cell doors, 720.00 


Eureka Ventileton Co. for ventilators, $126.00 
W. C. Haskell & Son, for settees, 780.00 
J.S. Paine & Co., for office furniture, &c., 287.70 
A. G. Tripp, for carpenter work, $1,060.75 
J. PR. Sparrow & Sons, ag 1,239.57 
Levi Wing, ‘f of 793.78 
Simeon Harlow, > 725.40 
Joshua Sherman, Pi pe 595.87 
R. E. Hiller, Ge te 697.36 
N. P. Hiller, af ae 297.90 
A. J. Cushman, ss ‘ 421.99 
S. L. Sturtevant, ve me 418.20 
N. H. Mendall, ae ge 326.10 
Cyrus Smith, % ‘ 2991S 
C. R. Barstow, os 6s 195.85 
W. Blankinship, Fe FS BOte22 
F. C. Blankinship, Fi 220.49 
A. C. Blankinship, * zs 245.99 
J. B. Johnson, = i 695.30 
S. K. Eaton, 6 es 371.29 
George G. Peck, 6 “ 301.14 
Levi Coombs, ke as 218.10 
Edson Ellis, ae & 138.75 
Asa Hoxie, 6 as 57.25 
J. D. Boodry, Ae ts 225.55 
Nye E. King, s Gs 77.40 
mw. ©. Mendall, és % 34.60 
Daniel Small, 55 re 42.62 
A. M. Eaton; en ee 8.70 
George A. Hoxie, es S 4,00 


Cc 


1,142.03 
1,370.00. 


1,193.50 
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Henry R. Swift, for carpenter bie 
J. S. Dexter, et 

E. W. Drake, + $s 
Charles C. Tinkham, Re rs 
J. F. Kelley, for labor, 

H. Smith, ts 

Azel Washburn, ee 

L. E. Thomas, se 

Marshall Burgess, i 

F. O. Burgess, ee 

Charles C. Bump, a 

George H. Hall, o 

EK. C. Morse, we 

Henry Shaw, e 


William B. Wood, be 
A. W. Raymond, 3 


Edwin Leach, ry 
J. F. Haskell, ct 
Jpseph Vail, SF 
Harrison Haskins, + 
Richard Leonard, J 
J. Mc Cartha, ne 
James Elliot, eb 


T. W. Bump, for labor on stone, &c., 
E. Wright & Son, 4° EF ar 
George Shaw, ts Pa os 
Alpha Crossman, for labor and team work, 


W. R. Whitcomb, fe aC BN 
J. L. Jenney, 
W.S. Barden, 66 es 


Galen Conant, for moving heavy stone, 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


59.25 
83.70 
25.00 
44.87 

$166.95 

117.60 
337.74 
151.05 
42.44 
18.00 
$50.75 
10.00 
28.70 
44.80 
62.74 
15.00 
3.50 
9.00 
2.00 
2.00 
26.25 
2.00 
26.40 
125.50 
25.63 
160.00 
42.00 
$176.45 
62.09 
30.00 
12.00 


Paid E. W. Bowditch, for survey, staking out, and 
drawing plan of streets to new town house, $176.00 


W. B. Presbry & Co., for drain pipe, 
Hunt & Hill, for concreting, 

William Devine, for chimney top, 

Charles C. ‘Tinkham, for fence posts, 

G. W. Botsford, for sheathing paper, 

D. W. Holmes, for window cord, 

N. B. Sherman, for planing, saw ing, &C., 
I. H. Harlow & Co., ‘ 

H. R. Bishop, for ladders, 

Morse & Whythe, for wire guard, 

Cyrus Wakefield, for mats, 

A. H. Cushman, for boarding, 

Swift’s Express, for express and bills paid, 


29.00 
23.58 
28.00 
26.00 
42.07 
31.50 
81.35 
30.75 
8.17 
13.22 
14.40 
$98.40 
94.88 


10,213.14 


833.78 


643.27 


280.54 


504.04 
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Shaw & Co., express, 8.15 
Boston Journal, for advertising, 13.00 
Boston Herald, ne 9.00 
Middleborough Gazette, for printing, 1.50 
Old Colony Railroad, for freighting, 537.94 
Taunton Railroad, for freighting, 308.18 
T. C. Collins, for insurance, 624.20 
Noah C. Perkins, for settling bills, &c., 8.00 
H. Barrows, for small bills paid, 42.17 
H. Barrows, as com., bay elling evens &c., 27.00 
Albert Alden, ‘ 7 5.12 


Albert ‘Alden for itis ec.3) and labor furnished, 18.96 


Cr. By lumber sold and material returned, &c., 


Total expense in committee’s hands, 


Paid by order of auditors and selectmen : 


Executor of S. K. Eaton, on account of plans, $28.50 
H. Barrows, for personal Senvicds as committee, 500.00 
Albert Alden, vie oy 20.00 
Z. Pratt, for expenses and per ty services as com., 00.00 
Wm. H. Wood, for settling about wall, and writing 


deeds, &c., 8.00" 
L. R. Swift, bill for commode and express, 31.00 
T. C. Collins, for syabetaepect subject to approval 

of town, 300.00 


The present town house cone has also paid 
T. C. Collins, for insurance, subject to ap- 
proval of town, 


Expense of fitting up High school room and building 
privy, as per school committee’s bill: 


Paid A. G. Tripp, for lumber, $145.00 
A. G. Tripp, for labor, 272.66 
F. E. Wood, for painting, 38.27 
E. B. Bridgman, for furniture, 397.77 
G. H. Doane, for hardware, 55.26 
George Soule, 21.25 
For organ, 100.00 


1,796.50 


$49,238.56 


254.20 
$48,984.36 


967.50 


450.00 


1,030.21 


$51,482.07 
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INSURANCE OF TOWN HOUSE. 


When the New Town House was accepted by the town in November 
last, we were informed that all the policies of insurance on the build- 
ing would expire by the 1st of January, 1874, excepting one of $5000, 
which would expire on the 24th of February, 1874. Believing that 
the interests of the town required it, we had two policies of insurance 
placed on it, one of $7000 in the tna Insurance Co., Connecticut, 
and one of $3000 in the Traders’ and Mechanics’ Insurance Co., 
Massachusetts, for five years from December 18th and 19th, 1873, at 
three percent. Since then, the committee having the care of the Town 
House have had additional insurance placed on the buildings and fur- 
niture as follows: 


In the Shoe and Leather Insurance Co., Boston, Mass., $3,000 
Hanover Fire ee New York, 3,000 
Fire and Marine ny Springfield, Mass., 4,000 
Continental 4 New York, 5,000 


All for five years from the 24th of January, 1874, at three 
percent, making the whole amount insured at present, 
subject to the approval of the town, $25,000 


PUBLIC WATERING PLACES. 


The 21st article in the warrant for the annual meeting is inserted to 
give the town opportunity to take advantage of the following Act of 
the Legislature, if it is deemed advisable, in Chapter 84, Acts of 1872: 


AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE SELECTMEN OF TOWNS TO ESTABLISH PUBLIC 
WATERING-PLACES. 


Be it enacted, &c., as follows: 


Sect. 1. The selectmen of the various towns may establish and maintain 
such public drinking-troughs, wells, and fountains within the public high- 
ways, squares and commons of their respective towns, as in their judgment 
the public necessity and convenience may require; and the several towns 
are hereby authorized to raise and appropriate such sums of money as shall 
be necessary to defray the expense thereof. 

Secr. 2. Chapter one hundred and eighteen of the acts of eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith, are 
hereby repealed. 

Srct.3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 
9, 1872. ] 
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ESTIMATE FOR A TAX. 





For repairs of highways, $5,000.00 
New roads and bridges, and special repairs, 1,500.00 
Clearing highways of snow, 300.00 
Support of schools, 7,000.00 
Incidental school expenses, 1,500.00 
Transporting scholars, 500.00 
Support of poor, 2,900.00 
Support of insane, 600.00 
Furnishing High school room and building 
privy, 1,000.00 
Payment on new town hall, 5,000.00 
Incidental expenses, 2,000.00 
Interest on debt, 3,400.00 
Discount on taxes, 3,000.00 $28,700.00 
Less corporation and bank tax, 3,000.00 
Total, excepting for repairs of highways, $25,200.00 


Respectfully submitted. 


JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen — 
LEWIS LEONARD, or «2 
STILLMAN BENSON, J) Middleborough. 
March 9th, 1874. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER AND COLLECTOR FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING MARCH Ist, 1874. 


Dr. 
Cash on hand, as per report of 1873, $7,726.69 
Unpaid taxes, 1,203.63 $8,930.32 
Received as follows, viz. : 

From Dayid A. Tucker, on account of fish, $13.00 
Mrs. Asaph Wood, on account of schooling, 8.00 
County treasurer, dog money, 1872, 418.05 
Blitz, for license, 8.00 
Daniel Swift, for schooling, 7.26 
Joseph H. Bisbee, fish, BeL0 
Selectmen, for tools, &e., on acct. of sewer sold, 33.09 
New Bedford Institution for Savings, 15,000.00 
Circus license, 10.00 
Benjamin Richmond, for license, 10.00 
Carver & Hinckley, fish, 450.00 
State treasurer, on account of corporation tax, 4.46 
Middleborough Savings Bank, 7,000.00 


James R. Record, for license, 10.00 
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From George 8. Haskins, for license, 
William Robinson, 
Plymouth Savings Bank, 
Bridgewater, for lumber, 
State treasurer, on acct. of state aid, 
es oe corporation tax, 
ER bank tax, 
corporation tax, 
Hannah W. Soule, 
H. Barrows, chairman building committee, 
I. F. Thatcher, 
County treasurer, dog money, 
Rent of town hall, 
Sundries, 
Summons and interest, 
Amount of taxes in bills, 1873, for collection, 


10.00. 


2,000.00 
5,000.00 

32.18 
1,595.73 
2,362.83 
1,225.22 


Mass. school fund, 268.86 


13.16 
200.00 
90.45 
400.00 
257.31 
229.00 
12.75 
36.47 


29,984.95 


6,687.44 


36,858.47 36,394.94 


$81,997.65 


: Cr. 

Paid school committee’s orders, $10,136.19 
Selectmen and auditor’s orders, 11,624.40 
Overseers of the poor orders, 3,498.57 
Town house building committee’s orders, 26,523.08 
Post 8 G. A. R., by vote of town, 100.00 
County treasurer, county tax, 3,215.48 
Treasurer and collector, services, 450.00 
State treasurer, state tax, 4,320.00 
Town hall committee’s orders, 841.46 
State aid, 1,475.23 
Notes and interest,. 6,947.75 
Miscellaneous, 90.79 
Discount on taxes, 2,749.60 
Unpaid taxes, 2 5615.04 
Cash on hand, 7,610.06 


69,022.95 


12,974. 70 


$81,997.65 
ae WOOD, Treasurer and Collector. 


REPORT OF THE TOWN HALL COMMITTEE. 


Paid William B. Wood, care of hall, and labor, 


E. T. Jenks, labor, &c., 

Azel Washburn, care of hall, and labor, 
Sidney Tucker, 

A. G. Tripp, lumbet ee labor, 

N. D. Wilbur, gas, 


$47.25 
4.75 
41.65 
100.50 
21.48 
66.00 


23 


Paid William R. Whitcomb, carting, 6.50 
J. T. Washburn, labor, 4.90 
J. B. Le Baron, coal, 18.00 
F. E. Wood, labor, 1.00 
R. M. Thomas, watching, 2.00 
F. A. Nantz, watching and labor, 4.00 
Thomas C. Collins, insurance, 450.00 
George H. Doane, furniture, &c., 65.01 
L. Lincoln & Sons, labor and material, 5.55 
Sundries, 2.87 ~ $841.46 

A. ALDEN, 


CG. B. WOOD, Committee. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING MARCH Ist, 1874. 


Amt. of money drawn from the town treasury, $3,498.57 
Received from the town of Lakeville on account 


of Mrs. Mary Dunham, 164.74 
Received from the town of Plymouth on account 
of Abner Lucas, 41.00 


Received for calves, fowl, farm produce, &c., sold, 87.68 $3,791.99 


Paid out as follows, viz. : 


For support of paupers in the Almshouse, $1,052.89 
Out of Alms-house to the following persons and families, viz. : 
Mrs. Wybru Weeks, $55.00 
Samuel Morse, 26.00 
Mrs. 'Theodorah Macomber, 83.71 
Emerson P. Morse, : 78.00 
Daniel Cobb, 56.75 
Mrs. Caroline M. Packard, 26.00 
Mrs. Jane Chase, 32.00 
Sally M. Cobb, 94.50 
Mrs. Eunice M. Hoyt, . 112.15 
Betsey C. Cobb, 39.00 
Andrew B. Perry, 118.00 
Elkanah ‘Thompson, 34.18 
Charles N. Avery, 52.00 
Mrs. Rachel Bump, 37.00 
Mary W. Atwood, 10.00 
Mrs. Ellen Mc Carty, 47.25 
Levi M. Westgate, 44.60 
Stillman B. Morse, 58.84. 
Israel Wood, 8.00 
Mrs. Jane Richmond, 22.00 


Edwin J. Westgate, 234.25 
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Mrs. Ellen E. Cole, 63.00 
Charles H. Lawrence, a By 
Mrs. Joseph Maxim, 16.50 
Mrs. Noah Hammond, 9.00 
Charles H. Fuller, 29°53 
Abner Lucas, 41.00 
- Josephine J. Norcut, 129.95 
Mrs. Abby Cushman, 57.90 
William H. Thrasher, 34.50 
Mrs. Betsey C. Thomas, 60.00 
Mrs. Ruth Bennett, 21.75. 1,757.63 
Taunton Lunatic Hospital : 
Thomas J. Shaw, $202.51 
Harriet Elms, 197.39 
Alexander Raymond, 84.10 484,00 
Lumber and labor repairmg Alms-house and buildings : 
A. C. Wood, $86.97 
William F. Harlow, 30.50 117.47 
Dr, 8S. Chapin, for professional service, $30.00 
Reuben Harlow and wife, service, 350.00 380.00 
$3,791.99 
Whole number in Alms-house during the year, 250 
Of which number were transient, 234 
Remaining the whole time, 12 
Present number in Alms-house, 12 
Whole number of weeks for one person, 726 
Of which were transient, 35 
Average number for the year, 14 


Av. expense per week, excluding income on farm, and salaries, $1.33 
Avy. expense per week, including interest on farm, and salaries, 2.16 


There has been two deaths during the year: Mrs. Betsey Tinkham, 
who died August 8th, 1873; and Mr. Jabez Vaughan, who died June 
1, 1873, aged 86 years, 5 months. 


Amount of real estate, March 1st, 1873, $3,700.00 
Personal estate, March Ist, 1878, 1,121.50 4,821.50 
Real estate, March Ist, 1874, 3,700.00 


Personal estate, March Ist, 1874, 1,829.50 5,029.50 
C. B. WOOD, one of the Overseers of the Poor. 
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The undersigned, chosen by the town to settle with their Treasurer 
and ascertain the indebtedness of the town, have attended to that duty 
and report as follows. They find the accounts of the Treasurer correct 
and properly vouched for, for the year ending March Ist, 1874. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLE- 
BOROUGH MARCH ist, 1874. 





LIABILITIES. 

Treasurer’s notes, and interest, $49,147.84 
Bills for fitting room for High school in town 

house, 1,030.21 
Blinds and counter for clerk’s office in town house, 350.00 
Albert Alden, coal, &c., 185.73 
Unpaid appropriations, 1,000.00 
Unpaid orders, 300.00 
Due town of Lakeville for herrings, 1872-3, 170.00 $52,183.78 

ASSETS. 

Cash on hand, $7,610.06 
Due on taxes estimated, 2,000.00 
Due from state, for state aid, 1,475.14 11,085.20 
Balance of liabilities, $41,098.58 


JAMES H. HARLOW. 
STEPHEN B. GIBBS. 
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Marriages Registered in Middleborough in 1878. 


DATE. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 
Apr. 


May 


June 15/Charles H. Borden,..... 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. 3 


Oct, 


Nov. 


Dec. 











RESIDENCE. 
1/Charles F. Cushman,...|/Middleboro’. 
Asa D. Nichols,.........|Fall River. 
William H, Childs, .....|Worcester. 
William J. Westgate,...|Lakeville. 
James B. Johnson,...../Abington. 
Albert W. E}lioty.. +++. Middleboro’. 
Reland F. Barrows,.. 
Joseph F. Tripp,........ 
10/Charles P. Drake, ee 
12\Charles C. Jenney,..... 
16|Charles H. Evans,....-..|/Boston. 
2|Alonzo F. Atwood,... 
16\George H. Washburn... Middleboro’. 
28|William Haley,........./Plympton. 
2\Timothy L. Dunlap, ....|Middleboro’. 
16/Benjamin A. Bennett,.. Ae 
23|Lewis K. Harlow, ...... 
8|Albion A. Keith,........ 
18|Everett W. Briggs,..... 


NAME. 

















11 
12 


woes ¢ 





ce 
cs 
és 


20) Joseph W. Handy, .....|Brooklyn, N. Y. 


21)Charles E. Morrill, ...../Middleboro’. 
Fall River. 
17/George H. Place, .......|Middleboro’. 
18|Joseph Harvey, ......-.|/South Scituate. 
19\Sherman Estes,.......+. 
Adam Leespe,.....eeee 
9\John Butterworth,..... 
17|\Joseph H. Padelford, .. 
Seneca Thomas,........ 
3|Carroll Washburn,..... 
6|Edward Cluney,........- 
9'George H. Dunham,.... 
Herbert Robbins,....... 
27|Nathaniel Shurtleff, .... 
28)Watson F. Jones, -..ee- 
31/Rufus Osborne,......... 


Miiddleboro’. 


Taunton. 
Middleboro’. 
6 


6c 


Plymouth. 

Boston. 

Middleboro’, 
6é 











. (N. Bridgewater. 





N. Bridgewater. 


N. Bridgewater. 


ar ay 


Merrels M. Swift, ...... 
Alvin. B. Felker,....... 
Caleb F. Davis,.....s00: 
Nelson C. Simmons,.... 
Pitts E. Howes,........ 


an 


Taunton. 
Middleboro’. 
« 


N. Bridgewater. 


Watertown. 


_._3ilLinus W. Hall,......3.. 





Frank Shurtleff, ........|Middleboro’. 
John Sullivan,........../Cincinnati. 
Albert S. Sparrow,..... Middleboro’. 
Henry W. Robinson,... ps 
James Hennessey, ...../Taunton. 
Andrew Osborne, ...... Middleboro’, 
Cephas T. Morse,....... 
John B. Carver,........ ce 
26|David G. Pratt,......... Allston, Mass. 
23/Elisha P. Westgate,.... Middleboro’, 
26|Edward H. Gill,........|/Holbrook. 
George R. Snow, .......|Middleboro’. 
27|\Charles H. Thomas,.... “ 
29|Webster Whitmarsh,... 
3]John Bent,» ..ecccceeseeeiC 
17/Timothy A. Tripp,...... 
24 Kugene P. Le ees iste 


ne 
SESE ae ees 





“c 
arver. 
Middleboro’, 

‘ 


“ec 




















NAME. RESIDENCE. 
Maria Tinkham,........|Middleboro’. 
Lydia A. Parlow,....... Re 
Kliza E. Jackson,....... o 
Lavinia T. Clark,....... “ 
Mary A. Gay,cccccceeees 4 
Flora M. Belle, ......0.. «6 
Lucy F. Ashley,........ Freetown. 
Mary C. Miner,...se0s- Middleboro’. 
Hattie C. Dunbar,......|N. Bridgewater. 
Annette F. Vaughan,...|/Middleboro’. 
Deborah R. Smith,....../Boston. 
Hattie G. Conley,......./Middleboro’. 
Alice C. Churchill, ..... Bridgewater. 
Besse F. Fletcher,...... Sandwich. 
Anna Milne,.........-+-|Fall River. 
Alice W. Raymond, ....|Middlcboro’. 
Julia A. Coombs,....... - 
Abby J. Vaughan,,...... ee 
Lucy A. Weston, ....-.- oe 
Mary HE. Keene,.......2. “ 
Jesse A. Miller,......... KG 
Minnie A. Lee, ......... Fall River. 
Eldora P.Small,........|Lewiston, Me. 
Mary D. Waters, ....... Middleboro’, 
HWllaH SIMIC fee sce eieis ¢ 
Mary Grasch,...-.sesee. s 
Louisa M. Pratt,....2<0. ce 
Catharine E. Rafuse,.../Taunton. 
Beuls ‘Coles siadeasiemes Middleboro’. 
Martha J. Hill, oo. ...c.. Pembroke. 
Ruth W. Parker,......../Middleboro’. 
Eliza S. Cole,....s..0- as --/Plymouth. 


Abbie F. VORB Ss tre Hams 


Mary Bourne,..........|Wareham. 
Sarah Harlow.<ecessece Middleboro’. 


Abby A. Clark,...se.es. 


Maria A. Nichols, ...... ee ee 
Sarah A. Sweet,........|Middleboro’, 
6é 


Ella WiéIDITQ, cs'ces ce ccieceut 
Emeline F. McLaughlin, 
Clara L. Eaton,.... 
Lucy S.illson, tes sate 
JUIIA SuILIVAN,.cccsccece 
Rolinda F. Dunham,.... 


eevee 


“cc 
‘ 

os 
“6 


North Carver. 


Julia A, Sanford,....... Middleboro’, 


Maria S. Scully, ........ 
Hattie Hacket, 
Augusta H. Weston,. asie 
Ida F. Cobb, escsceasccce 
Marion G. Pratt, ....... 
Abbie N. Britton,....... 


Oreeeeeee 


ia) 
+6 
“ce 
“6 
“ 


Bethania E. Stebbens,..|N. Bridgewater. 
Flora A. Tinkham,...... Middleboro’. 


Lydia N. Vaughan,..... 
Mary A. F. Stiles, ...... 
Irene A. ‘Smith, ... <=. 
Edna F. Case, ..cceesas 
Georgianna Loring, .... 
‘Celia M. Tinkham,-..... 





Barre. 
Middleboro’. 
‘ 


“cc 


Lakeville. 


C. B. WOOD, Town Clerk. 
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Doaths Registered in Middleborough in 1873. 





DATE. NAME. 


Jan, 


Feb. 


Mar, 


Apr. 


May 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Noy. 


Dec, 














HSamuel WiRyGGE, set snducevcecse cuca’ chdedes 
5) William Murdock,..... Weds Geld tielea s deaitie tee Faia 
28/Susan Ss. Atwood, e@eeereeeacoeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
SA Sen athe Lek WLANs, teece cebu cel aeisie acces os 
I7|Hannie" BS Warleecdacedecreabcsiisedvmckos Rens 
21 Kdward L. Gammons,..-cccsccccees Bote eta iets J 
ze Elizabeth, Caldwelliecsssesccst sss os cse ssc cs sc 
“Helen ©. Vaughan)... .....cc0e Sisal aes ere aaa 


15|Hepaie Ce Aldenii sc tececedecie secs RST CE| Mt 


16/Morril Robinson osssss ces ss <clc us se AR 
I8iLewis N. Leomard,....0c..escees cinco exci wares 
21)\John Sullivan,...... SateMainwctiee Dice aes Eaatereiete 
WaiDennis’ SHAW giscsecucetececwecrs cee des searegie 
Zo Esther POsSsenMeNye os ce sncseceies occ cesleccc css 
31/Zephaniah E. Raymond, ........ Samootns okie : 
14;/Edward Thompson,..... dalatuie sidinic sine fesie.0/aid sie 
[Benjamin KR. PresGoth, ose vecacoscecccccceue 
ZUOrville Je; WOOKs so esc ss tescnaswecsssioccacce 
POS VLVESUCL ClAD Ds weiss clades ceitete lets deip's.c's.e/ctes'c 
DONNA HOY, sccdetoscsscemesussevessmeces Site 
ADICAIPPICKENSs ca pace ce tviciscerendaibiantesee te 
24iNahtn M. Trib0u; ....cccncscccsiecnsssesec ses 
PoMutiCid As TROMAS;+sccee ces areal bie oe ature ene at 
28|/Darius M. Nichols,........ceeeee Fy Socio tic ‘ibe 
Lucia C, Ellis,..... SES RB UDODRODAEIOD NEI. 6 Serene 
SL BVOA, VAUPINAT, \sclce's'c cece ce creer adios SosQociie 
TUM Tens EES BOCHMC css access acecelte ae sae ses cae 
IAOSCAT LS ROLELS Peat tcc cmc'ce copie ce cigitieee catenins 
14 Pee ranklimi Smithy vceccese ss as cance deceives 
12|/Elisha Cox, eeeeeeeeeeereeeseeeeas ecoeseeeeoeeeeee 
LGC WOOU i wowseessgss oe visstranis dices ala eae 
16\Catherine McManus,....ceccsceccscccccccs 

19 LAC WOOUs< Calne ars sconces cate nsis en ciecioeer 
26|Julia M. Standish,............ siniein aieieratsl ere aioterata 
Josephine F. Vaughan,...... sdevecescocoscese 


He CO 





Betsey Tinkham,......... Sia diarctes'e.s'«s ~Opeoogha 
William Scullyivcpsicts cascode sas Bete iohtoodar 
Lillie S. WOVOvaceccasclesar accede dens esp aay 
John H.Creaton,....... Wesecesicce tegen mecdra's 
26! Jacob HROIMOSWeeres trices cease ites Cuanes seeeee 
28) Patrick McManus) s..ds.scece. Ancemiconniodid. 
SOFATMIGNIAL INV OCT ateay cc ciasice cect caciemaceraeaee 
2;Charles M. Sherman,.....sccessees iinatetetele tie ete 
OTA DIGRIASUAWi se dessicsccicce ees nests cc vice Socnnn 
IIAAHTO*Shawisitaasiercscrestices ces 
20 Zi pha Mer Glsrkees devs stsceccecses SeQothoatinc 
6\Seth L. Cole, o......<. eet darantetne San eeeyeniee 
SjAnna Hy DinkWamescrcnecesceseveoncs MPerisceine 
12\Carrie HO Westies. adseaccesers sess eile ate coe 
1b| Hannahisa Conse ccseec rears as scce nce: 
20\Dheodora Macompericacdessctisulescadecctn se. 
QOMACIG Po NLOrsOy aera cceanetenernescn ccees hate 
28 Dinianiveesds crccseaanen ctisesns cencies tes 
29| Mary H. Walker,..cccccocccccccccccccccsesece 
SO MLATIAWA UW OOUsnae ec ceccncaace cust’ ciess/eleis ohne 
6|Mary P.. Whitmarsh, ss. scvcccccceocccsees see 
O Hattie’ Hmeonsrdieeesedepscccerisecccswcccce 
17/Benjamin E.:Westzate, ..cececcectccenesapecn 
6 Mary S. Perkins). ccssscesccccancotnyesvossess 
16\Ellen <I, Thompgonsiesesancite assed tacacuccsies 
23\Bertha T. Chudbuck,..cocceccccccccccPiccecss 


oo 
CHOMDDM 








29|Julia O. Donnell,.... bee eeneereceessecereeeces 





Lavinia wWeGreene,c.codsccscsansiecepar scans as 
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DISEASE. 





Abcess on Lungs. 
Old Age. 
Pneumonia. 
Heart Disease. 
Inflammation of Brain. 
Pneumonia. 
Apoplexy. 
Infantile. 
Consumption. 
Marasmus Senitis. 
General Debility. 
Pneumonia. 
Heart Disease. 
Old Age. 
Accident. | 
Angina Pectoris. 
Heart Disease. 
Consumption. 

Old Age. 
Teething. 

Old Age. 

Typhoid Fever. 
Consumption. 
Consumption. 
Pneumonia. 

Old Age. 
Measles. 

Measles. 
Consumption. 
Heart Disease. 
Beas 
Apoplexy. 
Tatavties 
Disease pf Brain. 
Whooping Cough. 
Consumption, 
Cancer. 
Accidental Injury. 
Cholera Infantum. 
Scarlet Fever. 
Aneurism. 
Consumption. 
Consumption. 
Suicide. 
Consumption. 
Consumption. 
Bronchile. 
Typhoid Fever. 
Teething. 
Infantile. 

Heart Disease. 
Old Age. 
Pertussis. 
Infantile. 
Typhoid Fever. 
Heart Disease, 
Tumor. 

Heart Disease. 
Typhoid Fever. 
Apoplexy. 





Scarlet Fever. 
Pneumonia. 


C. B. WOOD, Town Clerk. 
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TOWN WARRANT. 


PrymoutH, ss. To James A. Burgess, or either of the Constables of 
Middleborough, GREETING : 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to notify 
and warn all of the inhabitants of the town of Middleborough qualified by law to vote in 
town affairs, to meet in the New Town Hall, in said town, on Monday, the 30th instant, at 
10 o’clock A. M., to act on the following articies, viz.: 


1st. To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. 
2d. To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year, the following officers to 
be voted for all on one ballot, viz.: Town Clerk, Treasurer, Selectmen, Assessors, Collector, 
Overseers of the Poor, School Committee, Constable, and three or more Fish Wardens. 
To determine the manner of repairing the highways and bridges the present year. 
4th. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray the expenses of the 
town we the present year, and determine when the same shall be assessed and how appro- 
priated. 
Sth. To choose a Board of Auditors to examine claims against the town, and order the 
payment thereof. 
: 6th. To choose a committee to settle with their Treasurer, and report the condition of the 
reasury. 
7th. To vote to pay to the Treasurer and Collector and Sealer of Weights and Meas- 
ures for the past year. 
ae To dispose of the town right to take alewives the present year, and act anything 
ereon. 
9th. To see if the town will vote that the yards of persons chosen Field Drivers shall 
ue Town Pounds so long as they remain in office, provided they be also chosen Pound 
Keepers. 
10th. To see if the town will authorize their Overseers of the Poor to contract with 
some person to take charge of their Alms-house, and act thereon. 
lith. To allow accounts against the town, and act anything thereon. 
12th. To take action in relation to clearing the highways of snow the present year. 
13th. To choose a committee to have the care of the Town House and Lot, and act any- 
thing thereon. 
14th. To hear and act upon the reports of any officers or committees of the town. 
15th. To see if the town will authorize their Treasurer to hire money to pay school 
teachers the present year. 
16th. To see if the town will cause “ Pond street” to be built as laid out by the County 
Commissioners, and act anything thereon. 
17th. To see if the town will authorize their Treasurer to give a deed of the old town 
house lot when sold, and act anything thereon. 
18th. To see if the town will accept and allow the town-way laid out by the Selectmen 
on the petition of Joshua Wood and others, and act anything thereon. 
19th. To see if the town will grant the petition of Abraham W. Bryant, Priscilla Wood, 
Edmund Thompson, Hartley Wood, and Jacob Thomas, to be set off from the Middle- 
borough fire district, and act anything thereon. ; 
20th. To see if the town will pay a bounty for killing of foxes and crows, and act any: 
_ thing thereon. (By request.) 
2ist. To see if the town will appropriate any money to establish and maintain public 
watering-places in town, and act anything thereon, under the act of the Legislature, ap- 
proved March 9th, 1872, 
22d. To see if the town will dispose of the safe and furniture owned by the town, in 
the office recently occupied by the Town Clerk, and act anything thereon. 
23d. To see if the town will give the Middleborough Cornet Band the sum of fifty dol- 
lars to enable them to maintain their organization. (By request.) 
24th. To see if the town wlll take any measures to procure a machine for the crushing 
of stones for repairing the highways, and act anything thereon. 
25th. To see if the town will appropriate any money to procure shutters for the windows 
of the New Town House; also for the building of fences and improving the grounds 
around the building, and act anything thereon. 
oleae To see if the town will keep the New Town House insured, and act anything 
27th. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to c gol 
into effect, and act anything thereon. >! an sale tabi eas tih Sais 
_Hereof fail not and make return of this wagrant, and of your doings thereon, at the 
time and place of said meeting. 
Given under our hands at Middleborough this ninth day of March, A. D, 1874. 


JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen 
LEWIS LEONARD, of 
STILLMAN BENSON, ) Middleborough. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


February 1, 1875. 


—___—<--—--— 


School Committee to the citizens of Middleborough : 


The schools have been, for the most part, prosperous and successful 
during the year now closing. Some have not been such as we could 
have desired. It would be unreasonable to expect to secure model 
teachers for all our schools for the compensation which we can offer 
them. The perfection of excellence cannot be had for seven to ten 
dollars per week. Yet we think a high degree of praise is due to our 
teachers, as a body, for the faithful and efficient manner in which they 
have performed their work. The duties of a teacher are often difficult 
and trying. She is expected to give satisfaction, not only to the chil- 
dren placed under her care, but also to all the parents of those children. 
This is, not unfrequently, an impossibility. If parents would give the 
teacher their moral support, instead of taking sides with their children 
against her, as is too often the case, her task would be much lightened. 
Order in the school room is a necessity. There can be but little 
progress in learning without it, and no parent ought to place any hin- 
drances in the teacher’s way in her efforts to promote order, provided 
she does it by reasonable means; such means as the parent himself 
would not hesitate to use at home for a similar purpose. 

We doubt not that a better acquaintance between parents and teach- 
ers would do much to promote harmony of views and measures in the 
training and education of the children. Parents do a wrong to the 
teacher and to their own children by not visiting the school, and exer- 
cising a personal inspection of the teacher’s methods. What. man 
would employ a person, perhaps a total stranger, to take care of his 
cattle and pigs, and never look into the barn or pig-sty to see how the 
work was done, or whether it was done at all? What thrifty house- 
wife would employ a servant in her kitchen and never go there to see 
how her duties were performed? And yet these same persons will 
send their children to school, perhaps to a teacher whom they have 
never seen nor heard of before, and never enter the schoolhouse to 
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see how their little ones are taught and disciplined. It speaks well for 
teachers, as a class, that parents repose such unbounded confidence in 
them; but badly for parents, that they so neglect their children. Do 
they value these little immortal minds less than their dumb animals? 
Most surely not. Yet, as a fact, a large majority of parents give far 
less of personal inspection to the mental development of their. children 
than to the rearing of their calves and pigs. ‘This can only be from a 
lack of appreciation of the great value of education. Our children will 
be what we make them, and the present is our golden opportunity. If 
we let it slip it can never be recovered. Their little plastic minds can 
be moulded into any shape now. By and by it will be too late. We 
can make no better investment of time and money than in the educa- 
tion of our children. And though the circumstances of nearly all 
parents oblige them to delegate this work chiefly to others, yet they 
ought never to neglect a personal supervision of it. 

Our limits will hardly allow us to give our opinion, and make sug- 
gestions, concerning each school separately. Nor would it, perhaps, 
be advisable to do so. Some general suggestions must suffice. 

No exercise is so poorly performed in our schools as Reading. This 
is doubtless true of many other schools besides those in Middleboro, 
But a small proportion of our scholars are good readers. We would 
suggest to teachers to take more pains with this exercise. Drill the 
scholars. Show them how to do it, by doing it yourself, and then 
require them to imitate you until they do it well. 

We fear that the scholars in many of our schools get but little in- 
struction in writing. It is not enough that the teacher has the writing 
books distributed and lets the scholars write for twenty or thirty min- 
utes. They may do this for months without learning much, on account 
of a faulty way of doing it. We have seen a whole school engaged in 
writing, with scarcely any two sitting in the same position at the desk, 
or holding the pen alike. These are points upon which they need in- 
struction from the teacher. Most of them will have little opportunity 
to learn penmanship, except in the common schools. We trust that 
more attention will be given to this matter. 

It seems to us that an immense amount of time is wasted in the 
study of Grammar, as conducted in schools. The object of English 
Grammar is said to be to teach one to ‘‘ speak and write the English 
language correctly.” Does the usual method of teaching it do this? 
To some extent, doubtless, it does. But not to a degree proportioned 
to the amount of time and study devoted to it. Our children spend 


rd 
o 


months of precious time in storing away in their minds vast quantities 
of almost useless verbiage. ‘The old time ‘‘ parsing” has been mostly. 
supplanted by the more modern ‘‘ analysis.” But has this innovation, 
which has been for many years so popular, and from which so much 
was expected, answered the high hopes which were entertained of it? 
We think not, and we believe that we are not alone in this opinion, 
but that it is shared in by many of the best educators. Scholars may 
learn to talk very glibly of ‘‘ simple,” ‘*‘compound,” ‘‘ complex ” ‘* ele- 
ments,” ‘‘first class,” ‘*second class,” and ‘‘third class,” and yet not 
know how to ‘‘speak and write the English language correctly.” This 
is to be learned by practice. If four fifths of the time which scholars 
spend in ‘‘ analyzing” were spent in writing sentences and short com- 
positions upon simple subjects, in connection with the study of gram- 
matical rules and principles, we think the real object of grammar 
would be much more quickly and effectually secured. When school 
days are ended and our children go out into active life, their knowledge 
of ‘‘elements” and ‘‘ classes,” et 1d omne genus, will be of very little 
use to them; while it will be of the utmost importance to them to be 
able to speak and write their mother tongue correctly. 

In saying these things we attach no blame to our teachers; for in 
teaching grammar in this manner they only follow the prevailing fash- 
ion, (for fashions prevail in education as in everything else.) But we 
believe that educators will devise a method of teaching grammar more 
practical, and economical of time, and which will render the study 
less dry and disagreeable than it now is to most scholars. The study 
of language, especially our mother tongue, ought to be one of the 
most interesting of studies. If it is dry and repulsive, there must be 
a serious defect in the method. 


FINANCIAL. 


We have endeavored to be as economical in the expenditure of the 
money appropriated for educational purposes as was consistent with 
the highest interest of the schools. We have been especially careful 
not to overrun the appropriation. 

The amount appropriated was $7,500. We have expended $7,433.56. 
The money received from the State school fund ($367.61) we have 
not used. We have made a slight advance in the wages of some of 
the teachers, to bring them more nearly on a level with those of other 
towns. When a good teacher has been secured it is much better to 
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retain her, by a small increase of pay, than to allow the school to suf- 
fer by a change of teachers, for the sake of saving a few dollars. 
We have had nearly as long schools in the various districts as the 
means placed at our disposal would allow. We have made the inci- 
dental expenses as small as possible. The amount appropriated for 
incidentals and transportation of scholars was $1,500. The amount 
expended for these two objects was $760.82. Of this sum, $140.41 
was paid for reading books purchased in a previous year, but not then 
paid for; leaving only $620.41 expended for incidentals and transpor- 
tation during the present year. And even of this sum, $72 was paid 
for additional heating apparatus in the High school recitation room. 

We come now to what we think the most important matter to be 
considered in the present report. Your Committees have called your 
attention two or three times, in the last few years, to the need of in- 
creased school accommodations in District 18; but no action has been 
taken by the town in regard to it. We think the time has arrived 
when such action is imperatively demanded. All the schools in that 
District are full to’ overflowing. When the schools were organized 
last spring it was found, after all the classes qualified for promotion 
had been removed to higher schools, that the Primary school still con- 
tained a larger number than could be accommodated there. It was 
therefore necessary to remove a large number more from this school to 
the first Intermediate, which was thus crowded to excess. All who 
could not be accommodated here were sent up to the second Interme- 
diate school, which necessitated the removal of a whole class from this 
to the Grammar school. None of these classes were qualified for pro- 
motion, and consequently the grade of all the schools has been lowered. 
There has been one more class in the Grammar school than belonged 
there, absorbing one fourth of the teacher’s time and attention, which 
justly belonged to the other classes. ‘They have consequently suffered 
a loss, as have also all the other schools. In the first Intermediate 
school there have been five classes, whereas there were only three a year 
or two since. This excess subtracts largely from the benefit which 
each class and each scholar derives from the school. Writing ought 
to be introduced into this school. But with these additional classes, 
all the teacher’s time is consumed in hearing recitations, leaving no 
time for writing. None of the children of this district can, therefore, 
receive any instruction in writing until they have passed through the 
Primary and first Intermediate schools, and got into the second Inter- 
mediate. But no other school is so crowded as the Primary. In this 
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there are over 100 scholars, which is twice as many as ought to be in 
one school with only one teacher. The teacher of this school is one of 
superior excellence for the position, but what teacher can do full jus- 
tice to a hundred scholars? There is not time enough for it. Each 
session is three hours in length. A quarter of an hour of this is taken 
for recess. At least another quarter is consumed by the classes in 
taking their places for recitation and returning to their seats. There 
are various other hindrances; so that probably not more than two 
hours and a quarter are actually occupied in the recitations. But we 
‘will call it two and a half. Thisis 150 minutes for 100 scholars; one . 
minuté and a half for each one, or three minutes per day. Thus these 
little ones must sit in the school room wriggling about on hard seats 
and breathing bad air five hours and a half per day to get a chance to 
read and spell three minutes. ‘True, they stand in the class more time 
than this, and doubtless learn something by listening to the recitations 
of others ; but cach one’s own exercises can average only three minutes 
per day when about a hundred are present. This statement of the 
case needs no argument. It carries its own argument. It is the sim- 
ple logic of facts. Let no one say, ‘‘It is only a primary school.” 
The primary school is one of the most important. It lies at the foun- 
dation of our whole educational system. In any undertaking it is of 
immense importance to get a good start. To start a little mindin the 
race for an education requires time. 

Now, to remedy the state of things of which we have spoken, to 
relieve the schools of this excess of scholars, another school is neces- 
sary, and, as a consequence, more school room. How shall it be 
secured? Your committee are powerless to do anything, for the want 
of means. We can only suggest what we think ought to be done. We 
see no feasible way to accomplish the desired end but to build a new 
schoolhouse large enough to accommodate two schools. If the pri- 
mary school is divided, as we think it should be, there would then be 
five schools. ‘The present house will accommodate three, without 
using the attic. It has long been apparent to all who have given any 
attention to the subject that the attic is not a suitable place for a school. 
Many parents are very unwilling to send their children there, and 
some will not do so. The room is low, very dark in cloudy weather, 
ill-ventilated, and in case of fire upon the stairs there would be no 
means of exit for the 50 scholars confined there. The only objection 
to building a new house is, of course, the expense. But the money 
view of the matter is not the only, nor the chief one. Too much 


8 


economy in educational matters is the worst of economy. Z'he good 
of the schools should be the paramount consideration. 

Our Pilgrim Fathers planted the schoolhouse by the side of the 
church, and through all the history of our glorious old Commonwealth 
these have stood side by side in the hearts of the people, who have 
given, and continue to give, their money freely for the education of 
their children. We trust that Middleboro’ is not willing to be behind 
in the race. While we, as a town, should be economical, we cannot 
afford to be niggardly in the matter of education. Parents toil early 
and late to secure a competence for their children, but an education 
will benefit them more than thousands of gold and silver. Their future 
happiness, usefulness, position in society, and general welfare depend, 
in a large measure, upon their being educated. They cannot get along 
as well without an education as their fathers and mothers do, for the 
next generation will be more generally educated than the present. 
Parents, you cannot bestow upon. your children a more valuable legacy 
than a good education. But it will cost something, as everything val- 
uable does. It will cost something to build a schoolhouse — several 
thousand dollars. But we think it will pay. We suppose the strong- 
est objection to it will come from the voters of other districts, who 
may, perhaps, think that the people of District 18 are more highly 
favored already than themselves. But we would call their attention 
to the fact that this District uses far less than its pro rata amount of 
the school money. It costs about three times as much to educate a 
child in the other Districts as in this. The teachers receive almost as 
much in schools that average only 12 to 20 scholars, as in these which 
average 60; and incidental expenses are nearly as much inthe former 
as in the latter. But we will not weary your patience with any fur- 
ther remarks upon this subject. We have set the matter before you 
as it looks to us. We intend to bring it before the voters of the town 
at the approaching town meeting, and hope that something will be 
done besides talking. We feel that something must be done. The 
interests at stake are too great to be neglected. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


The High school, which has hitherto been itinerant, has at length 
become located in very commodious and pleasant quarters in our new 
and elegant town house, where it occupies four rooms, viz.: the 
schoolroom proper, a recitation room, and two dressing rooms. The 
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main room is nicely finished and supplied with 60 seats and desks of most 
modern and approved style, blackboards, and other necessary fixtures, 
and is, together with the recitation room, heated by steam, making alto- 
gether a very pleasant home for our High school, where we hope it may 
long remain, growing more and more efficient, and be resorted to by a 
yearly increasing number of the young people of Middleboro. The school 
during the past year has been under the efficient management of Mr. 
J. H. Willoughby, assisted by Miss Annie D. Pratt. At the begin- 
ning of the spring term the course of study was revised and rearranged, 
and every effort has been made to induce the scholars to adhere to it. 
A High school is not worthy of the name unless this is done. If every 
scholar is allowed to pursue such studies as he pleases, there will be 
about as many classes as scholars; there can be no beginning or end 
of a course, and nobody will ever be ready for graduation. Some 
members of the school have been there long enough, already, to grad- 
uate, but are not yet qualified to do so, just because they have not been 
steadily held to any course, but each one has been allowed to do ‘*what 
was right in his own eyes.” ‘The result is that while they have pur- 
sued some studies longer and farther than was necessary for gradua- 
tion, they have not taken up some others at all. Boys and misses, 
from a dozen to sixteen years of age, are not competent to lay out a 
course of study for themselves ; nor are their parents, in many cases, 
any better qualified to do it. It needs to be done by those who have 
been over the ground and are familiar with it. There have been such 
frequent changes in committees and teachers that it has been impossi- 
ble to carry out any well-digested plan. But we intend that as long, 
at least, as the preseht committee and teacher retain their places, the 
course of study prescribed shall be strictly adhered to by all who enter 
the school, if possible. For in no other way can a High school be 
what it should be. The present first class will be ready for graduation 
in about a year, and other classes are following on, who, we hope, 
will complete the entire course. Pupils may not be able to see the 
utility of some studies, and parents may think we are requiring their 
children to learn what will be of no use to them. ‘To such let us say, 
the object of pursuing a course of study is not to store away a certain 
number of facts in the mind for future use, but cultwre and mental de- 
velopment. Of course, a large part of what is learned will be of actual 
use in the affairs of life. The studies which we include in our course 
are such as are pursued in other schools of a similar grade. We wish 
to make our course no less extensive than theirs. We believe our boys 
B 
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and girls are as competent to master such a course as those of other 
towns. We want our diploma to mean something, and to be a badge 
of honor to every one who obtains it. We want it to be indicative of 
hard work done, difficulties overcome, battles fought and victories won 
in the intellectual field. We wish we might rouse the ambition of our 
young people to secure as thorough an education, at least, as our High 
school can give them. We think the school is in good working order 
now. Mr. Willoughby is an excellent disciplinarian and teacher. He 
has succeeded in getting the school well classified, so that we know 
where each scholar belongs, how far he has advanced, and when he 
will complete the course, if he perseveres. The progress of the scholars 
in their studies has been commendable in general, while the scholar- 
ship of some has been of superior excellence. We should like to ‘‘call 
names,” but think it not advisable, upon the whole. But we would 
admonish the boys to look well to their laurels, or the girls will -wear 
them upon graduation day. We have observed, in all the schools, 
that the girls are the best scholars. ‘There are, doubtless, some ex- 
ceptions, but this is the rule. We know not how to explain it—whether 
it is because they are the ‘‘weaker vessels” or not, but the fact remains. 

We have purchased during the year some chemical apparatus, and 
a small geological cabinet, to serve as nuclei around which to gather 
more in future years. The natural sciences cannot be successfully 
taught without apparatus, and a small sum spent in this way each year 
will be a well-paying investment. We have felt the need of philo- 
sophical apparatus, but as this is quite expensive we have not pur- 
chased any, but in its stead have bought a set of Johnson’s Philosoph- 
ical Charts at small cost, which are intended as a cheap substitute for 
apparatus. We hope the town, in its appropriation for schools, will 
give us enough for incidentals so that a small part of it may be spent 
each year for apparatus. We wish to give the pupils of our High 
school as good facilities as it is in our power todo. We cannot expect 
to compete with the cities which spend money by hundreds of thou- 
sands for schools, but it is a duty which we owe the young people of 
our town to do the best we can for them. 

We desire to call attention to the following rule: Any member of 
the High school who is absent ten half days in one term may be sus- 
pended by the teacher until allowed by the committee to return to 
school. 
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DRAWING. 


At the beginning of the present school year we introduced drawing 
into the High school, and two lessons a week have been given through 
the year by Miss A. C. Eddy. We think the school has made good 
proficiency in this department. As this is an innovation in this town, 
a few words upon the subject may not be amiss. 

Drawing has come to be regarded as an essential part of a public 
school education. There are few cities or large towns in the northern 
states in which it does not occupy an honorable place in the course of 
study. In the schools of Germany, England, and France, it is re- 
garded as one of the most important branches of education. The 
Legislature of Massachusetts passed an act, in 1870, making drawing 
a required study in the public schools of the state. We should be 
glad to comply with this requirement by introducing it into all the 
schools of our town. What we have done is a beginning, and we 
hope it will be followed up until drawing shall be a regular branch of 
study in all our schools. Doubtless many of our citizens would con- 
sider it a waste of time and money to do so. To such let us say, 
drawing is not an accomplishment merely. Teaching a child to draw 
is not teaching him to make pretty but useless pictures. Drawing has 
an intimate connection with,—lies indeed at the foundation of, nearly all 
the most important industrial pursuits. Every branch of manufac- 
tures requires some knowledge of drawing. A house cannot be built, 
no kind of machinery can be made, a carpet cannot be manufactured, 
a piece of calico cannot be printed, a book or newspaper cannot be 
illustrated, in fact scarcely anything of daily use and necessity in Civ- 
ilized life can be made, except in a rude manner, without a knowledge 
of drawing. In all the manufacturing countries of Europe, free pro- 
vision is made for instructing workmen of all classes in drawing. 
Governor English, in his message to the Connecticut Legislature in 
1870, said in regard to this matter: ‘‘ The object is to make artisans 3 
to turn out a better class of scholars, with such skill in designing and 
drawing as shall aid them in their industrial pursuits, and effectually 
advance the state in manufactures, inventions, and the mechanic arts. 
The decree of the first Napoleon, making drawing a prominent study 
in the schools of France, has brought untold wealth to the nation ; and 
instruction in drawing, when once successfully introduced into our 
public schools, will, I am confident, work equally salutary results in 
advancing the wealth and adding to the material resources of our state.” 
And he recommends that drawing be included among the required 
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branches of instruction in the schools. We have said enough to show 
you that drawing is not child’s play, but a study of immense practical 
utility, worthy to take a place side by side with reading, spelling and 
writing, in our systems of education. We should like to have all our 
teachers, who have any knowledge of drawing, give lessons to their 
pupils ; and those who have not a knowledge of it can qualify them- 
selves to teach it by devoting a little time to it, with the help of Bar- 
tholomew’s Teacher’s Guides. 


The qualifications for admission to the High school are the same as 
heretofore. (See last year’s report.) 

We have arranged two courses of study for the High school, an 
English course, and an English and Classical. Those who complete 
the three years English course satisfactorily will be entitled to diplo- 
mas. We have, however, laid out a fourth year’s course for all who 
wish to pursue their studies farther, and we earnestly advise all to 
remain four years. The English and Classical course will require four | 
years to complete it. 

ENGLISH COURSE. 


First year — Algebra, Physiology, Natural History, English Lan- 
guage. 

Second year— Geometry, Arithmetic, Natural Philosophy, Geolo- 
gy, English Language. 

Third year — Chemistry, Astronomy, Physical Geography or Book- 
keeping, French, History, Botany. 

Fourth year— for those who choose to remain in the school four 
years — Mental Philosophy, Moral Philosophy, French, History, Gen- 
eral Review. 

ENGLISH AND CLASSICAL COURSE. 


First year — Algebra, Physiology, Natural History, Latin. 

Second year — Geometry, Arithmetic, Natural Philosophy, Geolo- 
gy, Latin. 

Third year — Chemistry, Astronomy, Physical Geography or Bot- 
any, French, Latin. 

Fourth year— Mental Philosophy, Bookkeeping, French, Latin, 
General Review. 

Students who are fitting for college can substitute Greek for English 
studies. Compositions and declamations will be required during the 
entire course. <A course of reading in English Literature will be pur- 
sued during the whole course. 
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The town generously appropriated for the support of schools the past 
year $7,500. Our proportion of the income of the State school fund 


is $367.61. Making the amount to be expended, $7,867.61. 


The following sums have been used for the support of the several 


schools. 


SCHOOL No. 1. 


Phebe A. Gerrish, teaching, 

Chipman Fuller, wood, 

A. H. Soule, wood, 

A. Penniman, sawing and housing wood, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 2. 


W. Anna Harding, teaching, 

Herbert McCrillis, teaching, 

Chipman Fuller, wood, 

A. H. Soule, wood, 

Samuel Morse, sawing and housing wood, 
Walter Bryant, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 3. 


Lucia A. Thompson, teaching, 

Mary S. Perkins, teaching, 

Mary E. Evans, teaching, 

O. Littlejohn, wood, 

EK. A. Shaw, wood, 

A. H. Soule, wood, 

Samuel Morse, sawing and housing wood, 
Charles Bryant, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 4. 


Deborah Gisby, teaching, 
Patience A. Morton, teaching, 
Wood, and housing, 

Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 6. 


Mary E. Thompson, teaching, 
Seth Deane, wood, sawing and housing, 
Horace Deane, janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 8. 


Lottie E. Hammond, teaching, 

W. Anna Harding, teaching, 

Josiah H. Thomas, wood, sawing and housing, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 10. 


Abbie A. Gurney, teaching, 

Hannah I. Atwood, teaching, 

Helen Harlow, teaching, 

J. W. Flansbury, wood, sawing, &c., 
S. Benson, wood, 

Janitor, 


$246.00 
3.38 
1.50 
2.50 
3.00 


$150.00 
96.00 
5.00 
3.50 
4.25 
3.00 


$75.00 
82.50 
96.00 
11.00 
6.21 
5.00 
8.00 
3.00 


$150.00 
96.00 
26.75 
3.00 


$256.00 
19.50 
3.00 


$150.00 
96.00 
13.50 
3.00 


$75.00 
75.00 
96.00 
11.00 
1.25 
8.50 


$256.38 


286.71 


278.50 


262.50 


251.75 
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SCHOOL No. ll. 


Sarah A. Gibbs, teaching, 
Helen Harlow, teaching, 


SCHOOL No. 12. 


M. Ella Benson, teaching, 

Sarah A. Gibbs, teaching, 

Nettie F. Sampson, teaching, 

H. N. Ryder, wood sawing and housing, 
H. N. Thomas, wood, 

Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 138. 


Mrs. Sarah S. Cobb, teaching, 

Abbie A. Gurney, teaching, 

E. Sherman, wood, sawing and housing, 
H. N. Thomas, wood, 

Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 14. 


Ella S. Thompson, teaching, 
Wood and housing, 
Janitor, . 


SCHOOL No. 16. 


Clara EK. Sisson, teaching, 

M. Ella Benson, teaching, 

Ruth Bourne, teaching, | 

J. H. Vaughan, wood and housing, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 17. 


Mrs. Lillie T. Westgate, teaching, 
Galen T. Sherman, wood and housing, 
Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 18. 


Hattie C. Barden, teaching, 
Annie A. Lovell, 
Mary L. Tinkham, 
Lucia A. Drake, 
Coal, wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 
SCHOOL No. 19. 


Mrs. Lottie Vaughan, teaching, 
Herbert O. McCrillis, teaching, 
Lydia S. Robinson, teaching, 
Wood and housing, 

Janitor, 


SCHOOL No. 20. 


Lucinda W. Chandler, teaching, 
Wood and housing, 
Janitor, 
SCHOOL No. 21. 


Carrie L. Sparrow, teaching, 
Wood and housing, 
Janitor, 


$246.00 
14.00 


3.00 | 


$61.60 
45.00 
112.00 
13.50 
3.00 


$241.00 
7.00 
3.00 


$360.00 
316.00 
313.20 
306.00 
62.15 
10.00 


$102.00 
80.00 
114.00 
30.42 
3.00 


$276.00 
19.87 
3.00 


$252.00 
18.62 
3.00 


130.00 


235.75 


256.95 


263.00 


251.00 


1,367.35 


329.42 


298.87 


278.62 
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SCHOOL No. 22. 


S. Florence Howes, teaching, 
Minnie Case, teaching, 
Wood, housing, and janitor, 


HIGH SCHOOL, 


J. H. Willoughby, teaching, 
Annie D. Pratt, teaching, 
Anna C. Eddy, teaching drawing, 


Paid town of Carver, for schooling, 
Paid tuition of scholars, No. 15, 


The whole amount expended is 


$161.00 
84.00 
16.25 


$1,200.00 
340.00 
94.50 


$9.41 
18.00 


ee 


261.25 


$1,634.50 


27.41 





$7,437.56 


The bills for schooling in Lakeville and Halifax have not been received. 


The following sums have been paid for transporting pupils to the 


High school since our last report: 


Annie KE. Leach, 

Isaac B. Burgess, 

Hattie D. Burgess, 

Sarah A. Gibbs, 

H. A. Clark, 

Henry T. Maynard, 

George E. Hatch, 

Walter A. Clark, 

M. Eddy, 

Alfred Farnsworth, 

Emma Darling, 

C. E. Mellen, 

W.E. Clark, 

A. T. Clark, 

A. T. Wood, 

C. H. Briggs, 

Frank Harlow, 

Jennie Shurtleff, 

Lizzie Cushman, 

Clara and Roxa Hagen, 

J. W. Pratt, 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Mrs. J. Reed, cleaning house No. 10, 

G. W. Barrows, stock and painting house No. 12, 
Chas. Atwood, stock and labor on fence, No. 13, 
H. N. Atwood’s bill, : 

Mrs. Emily Westgate, cleaning house No. 1, 
Lottie E. Hammond, cleaning house No. 8, 

J. L. Hammett, set school tablets, 

S. C. Coffin, work, house No. 6, 

Soranus Wrightington, carting gravel, No. 8, 
H. A. Sparrow, blinds, No. 1, 

John Shaw’s bill, ink, crayons and books, 

J. H. Willoughby, books and crayons, 

H. C. Coombs, use of well, 

H. N. Wilbur, repairs, No. 19, 


$9.00 
5.50 
16.50 
5.50 
17.63 
7.25 
7.25 
7.25 
21.00 


3.00 . 


9.00 
16.00 
14.50 
19.21 

9.00 
18.00 
15.60 

6.00 

9.50 

9.00 

9.00 


$2.50 
48.65 
1.82 
79 
2.50 
3.00 
6.40 
2.75 
3.81 
13.65 
31.87 
7.60 
4.00 
3.50 


$234.69 
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J. B. Tillson, repairs, No. 18, 

Shaw’s express, 

Geo. H. Doane, sundries for schools, 

F. E. Wood, painting and whitewashing, No. 18, 

Edson Ellis, table for High school, 

H. J. Sherman, box and shelf, High school, 

Shaw & Childs, ink and crayons, 

T. S. Clogston & Co., heating apparatus for recitation 
room, High school, 

Wm. B. Wood, labor and expenses in procuring and 
putting in the same, 

A. S. Barnes & Co., for chemical apparatus, 

A. S. Barnes & Co., for geological cabinet, 

J. L. Hammett, philosophical charts, 

Cleaning schoolhouses, 

Pierce & Page’s bill, 

J. L. Hammett, reading books, 

Total for Incidentals, 


Total for Incidentals and Transportation, 


Respectfully submitted. 
S. CHAPIN, 
A. H. SOULE, 


J. F. SHURTLEFF, 


| 


526.13 


eee 


$760.82 


School 
Committee. 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Trustees of the Middleboro Public Library. 





In presenting their First Annual Report, the Trustees have only to 
give some of the details of the work of organization. Their first 
work has been to gather the books from the different libraries which 
have been merged in this. Some delays in action have been experi- 
enced, but at last we have the books of four libraries in possession, 
ready to arrange for general circulation. These, with the purchases 
to be made from the town appropriation, and donations expected from 
individuals, will enable the library to open when arrangements are 
completed, with about 1,200 volumes. 

The work of preparing shelves and fitting the room has been com- 
pleted, and there remains to be done the work of arranging and cata- 
loguing the books. All the work upon books has thus far been done 
without expense to the town. 

The Secretary of the Board is under special obligations for valuable 
hints and suggestions from the librarians of the Brookline, Brockton, 
Taunton, and New Bedford libraries, and also for copies of catalogues. 

The Trustees acknowledge the receipt of the following donations : 


Middleboro Agricultural Library, about ............ 140 vols. 


Middleboro Christian Association, about..... Mite Wels tisk oe ROO 
Middleboro Social Library, about . . . « « « sie se es ee s OOO |¢ 
Peirce Academypibibrarysabout 208. we ee Mahe ode ve 8 eee: 
Hon: James Brinton sabato: ete sie 6168 ee eet Bahia Jb ah, 
National Association of the New Jerusalem, ........ oe). can *9 
New. Bedford: Prec Bula Dlorarvy aia as) oleh se fe a as Sw dl ya 
Brookline Public Library, ...... eein at wa Ben Sy ects acto ok eh eaamite Passa 
Brockton! Public. DIDrarvis seer etal sth hie le co ho ae eee Fi 3 
Roy, Wenry. Moreane eam hist te ab dtc, a deat ia ne et ak Gu aod 
Mra. 8; Barrows; . ox wtartererare « fava. < Mas Aleka he es often Cees 


In addition to the above we have a donation of several volumes 
(unbound) of Harper’s Magazine. If persons having in possession 
C 
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“any books or magazines will bear in mind the wants of the library, 
and donate to it such as they are willing to spare, we may by that 
means obtain full sets with but small money expense, and at the same 
time secure valuable acquisitions to our shelves. 

The books of the old Middleboro Social Library are largely scat- 
tered among our citizens. If the holders of these books will place 
them in the Public Library they will assist in completing broken sets, 
and render them of service to the reading community. 

Cash donations have been received as follows: 





MOM proccess RLCCLULS, COUISE, cieqimewigs os 2 es : $7.00 
PLOM MOO ITAIAVEIE Vs tis OTL AN hoe he on tye) be ia othe 2 @ e elo.U0 
$20.00 


No bills have as yet been paid, consequently nothing has been drawn 
from the town treasury at this writing. 

The Trustees are of the opinion that it will be a paying investment 
for the town to appropriate a sufficient sum to keep the library room 
open every evening, at least, to give an opportunity for quiet reading 
and consultation of the books; also that the room be supplied with 
magazines and papers. 

Appended are Rules and Regulations for the library, which are pro- 
posed for adoption by the town. 

In conclusion, we bespeak a generous remembrance of the library 
by all our citizens, both in their public and private capacity. 

Respectfully submitted for the Trustees. 


JOSEPH E. BEALS, Secretary. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 1874-5. 
WM. H. WOOD, President. 


GEO. BRAYTON, Vice President. JOS. E. BEALS, Secretary. 
WM. R. PEIRCE. W. T. LEONARD. 
ABNER L. WESTGATE, JAS. M. COOMBS. 


N. F, C. PRATT. W. CLARKSON RIDER. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 


OF THE 


Middleboro Public Ltborary. 


Presented for Adoption by the Town, 


PREAMBLE. 


The town of Middleboro agrees to hold and manage, for the use of 
its inhabitante, any devise, bequest, or donation it may receive and 
accept, for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of its Public 
Library. 

CHAPTER I. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES, OFFICERS, AND THEIR DUTIES. 


Sec. 1. There shall be a Board of nine Trustees, three of whom 
shall be elected annually at the annual town meeting, to hold office for 
three years thereafter, or until their successors shall be chosen and 
qualified to act. The Trustees chosen at the annual town meeting in 
the year 1875, shall, at their first regular meeting, divide themselves 
by lot into three classes. Those of the first class shall hold office for 
the term of one year, those of the second class for the term of two 
years, and those of the third class for the term of three years. 

Sec. 2. The officers of the Board of Trustees shall consist of a 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Librarian, who 
shall be members of the Board, except the Secretary and Librarian, 
who may be appointed by the Board. _ 

Src. 8. The Board of Trustees shall hold regular meetings on the 
last Friday of every month. Special meetings may be held at any 
time by request of two members, or at the order of the President. All 
meetings shall be seasonably notified by the Secretary. 

Sec. 4. The standing committees of the Board shall consist of 
three members each, and shall be as follows, viz.: 1, The Committee 
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on the Library; 2, The Committee on Accounts and Finances. And 
they shall at all times be under the control and direction of the Board. 

It shall be the duty of the Library Committee : 

To purchase all books ; 

Subscribe for all periodicals ; 

Direct in relation to the binding of books and their preparation for use ; 

Provide all necessary books and blanks for the use of the Librarian ; 

Make an annual examination of the Library and report its condition, 
and prepare the annual report to the town ; 

To have the general charge and direction of the Library and room. 

It shall be the duty of the Committee on Accounts and Finances : 

To examine all bills against the Library, and, if correct, to approve 
the same. 

Sec. 5. At the first regular meeting in April the officers and stand- 
ing committees of the Board shall be chosen by ballot. Vacancies 
may be filled at any regular meeting. 

Sec. 6. Four members shall constitute a quorum for the transac- 
tion of business. 


CHAPTER II. 
USE. OF THE LIBRARY. 


Sec. 1.. The Library shall be open for the use and delivery of 
books at such times as the Library Committee shall designate, due 
notice of which shall be given. 

Sec. 2. All inhabitants of the town of Middleboro above the age 
of 18 years, who shall sign an obligation to observe all the rules and 
regulations of the Library, shall be entitled to take books therefrom 
so long as they shall comply with the same. But if the applicant for 
books be unknown to the Librarian, that officer shall -require a certifi- 
cate from some responsible person that the applicant is a suitable per- 
son to receive books. A deposit to the full value of the volume called 
for, or of the set to which it belongs, may take the place of such cer- 
tificate. ¢ 

- Sxc. 3. Resident minors, 16 years old or upwards, may be allowed 
the privileges of the Library by filing a certificate signed by the parent 
or guardian, or other responsible person, by which the signer shall 
become to the same extent responsible for said minor as he would be 
for himself. 

Sec. 4. Every person entitled to take books from the Library shall 
receive from the Librarian a printed card having on it the name of thie 


applicant, also the number of each book taken, and date of the deliv- 
ery; and this card must be presented to the Librarian as the method 
of obtaining any book that may be wanted. Printed slips will be 
furnished upon which to enter the numbers of books desired. 

Sec. 5. No person shall be allowed more than one volume at one 
time. Books taken from the Library may be kept fourteen days: 
provided, that any book may be retaken once by the same person, 
unless an application for the same has been made in writing. . The 
Library Committee may specify a shorter or longer time for keeping 
out particular books, which time shall be named on the cover. The 
fine for the retention of any volume beyond the time specified shall be 
two cents for every day it is so retained. 

Src. 6. Any book retained two weeks beyond the time prescribed 
by the regulations shall be sent for by the Librarian, and the expense 
incurred in obtaining it shall be paid by the person so retaining it. 

Src. 7. Any book not returned within one week after demand is 
made for it by the Librarian, shall be regarded as lost. All losses 
and all injuries to books beyond reasonable wear shall be made good, 
to the satisfaction of the Library Committee, by the person liable. 

Src. 8. There shall be an annual examination of the Library on 
or before the last Friday in January. All books are required to be 
returned to the Library fourteen days before the annual examination, 
under penalty of a fine of one dollar. Seasonable notice of the time 
shall be given by the Librarian. 

Src. 9. Books taken shall be used in the family of the taker only, 
and no person owing a fine of forfeiture shall receive books from the 
Library until the same is settled, to the satisfaction of the Library 
Committee. 

Sec. 10. Books of reference, and those not intended for general 
circulation, shall not be loaned except by an order jsigned by at least 
one of the Trustees. 

Src. 11. All visitors to the Library room will be required to de- 
mean themselves quietly, and to avoid all unnecessary conversation ; 
and any persons abusing the privileges of the Library by improper or 
offensive conduct, shall be denied admission to the rooms. 
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CHAPTER III. 
LIBRARIAN. 


Src. 1. The Librarian, under the direction of the Committee of 
the Library, shall have the custody of all the property in the Library 
rooms, and shall be responsible for due care in keeping the same ; shall 
prepare the books for circulation, make all necessary records, prepare 
catalogues when required, and perform such other duties as are usually 
incumbent upon a librarian. | 

Src. 2. A record shall be kept of all donations, and all books pre- 
sented to the Library shall have the name of the donor placed upon 
them. 

CHAPTER IV. 


These Rules and Regulations may be amended at any meeting at 
which five Trustees shall be present, if four shall vote in favor of the 
amendment proposed: provided, that notice of the same shall have 
been given at least one month previously. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 





The Selectmen of Middleborough present the following report for 
the year ending February 27th, 1875: 


Voted by the town for the repairs of highways, to be assessed on the 








polls and estates, $5,000.00 

Overlay, 133.81 $5,133.81 
Voted for new roads and bridges. and special 
repairs, $2,000.00 
‘¢ for cleaning the highways of snow, 300.00 
‘¢ for support of schools, $7,500.00 

‘¢ for incidental school expenses, 1,500.00 9,000.00 

‘¢ for furnishing High school-room, 1,005.00 

‘¢ for support of poor, 2,900.00 

‘¢ for support of insane, 600.00 

‘¢ for payment on town-house, 5,000.00 

‘¢ for payment of interest, 3,400.00 

‘¢ for incidental expenses, 2,000.00 

‘s for decorating soldiers’ graves, 100.00 

‘¢ for improving town lot, 100.00 

‘¢ for shutters in town hall, 615.00 

‘¢ for experiment in town hall, 200.00 
‘¢ for discount on taxes, 3,000.00 $30,220.00 
Less corporation and bank tax, 3,500.00 
$26,720.00 

State tax, $3,840.00 

County tax, 3,215.48 
Overlaying, 170.86 7,226.34 
Total assessed excepting highway, $33,946.34 


In accordance with a vote of the town, we present the accounts of 
the Highway Surveyors in a detailed form, showing as far as possible 
from their reports, when and where they have expended the money 
intrusted to them, and the amount paid to each person. Although 
there has been considerable improvement within a few years in the 
keeping of these accounts, we still think that there is room for more. 
It will be noticed that, while some of the surveyors have paid the 
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same sum per day to all persons employed by them during the year, 
others have paid some more, and some less, according, we presume, 
to what their work was worth, or to the time of the year in which it 
was performed. While we do not wish to disparage the price of labor, 
we do think that the same principles should govern in expending the 
town’s money, as in our own; that we should pay a man, or his 
team, what we think their labor is fairly worth, and if we are obliged 
to pay more than that, employ them as little as possible. 


NORTH SECTION. 
No. 1. Ellis Weston, surveyor. 


Ellis Weston, 204 days, $61.50 
horse, 44 ‘¢ 6.75 $68.25 
Jacob Johnson, 1 - 2.00 
G. Caswell, 1d va 22.40 
horse, 84 13.20 35.60 
A. J. Blair, 19 om 38.00 
Henry Bowen, 10354.‘ 21.40 
J. Marshall, BE Ps AE 
horse, 14 ES 21.00 60.00 
C. F. Haskins, Loa 6 st 39.00 
J. R. Haskins, 16 he 32.00 
L. B. Pratt, 12 OF uni BO 
horse.0104 asst Othe 5 39.75 
S. L. Pratt, 18403 122500 
horse, 144. %* i. 421.25 48.25 
EK. T. Gisby, eee: 19.00 
J. Bryant, 8 £69)?! LBe OO 
horse, 8 as 12.00 28.00 
E. W. Savery, 2 Rs 4.00 
Use of tools &c., 5.50 
Expended before June Ist, $143.80; after, $296.95, $440.75 


No. 2. Wm. B. Wood, surveyor. 


Wm. B. Wood, 444 days, $89.60 
4 3 6.00 $95.60 


R. Hathaway, 22 ‘¢ 44.00 
horse, 20 ae ee LU 65.00 
L. E. Thomas, 632 ‘* 126.50 


horse,"126% ° °§*" "189.75 
on stone account, 1.75 318.00 


R. E. Cobb, 234 47.00 
W. F. Maxim, 324, °° 64.80 
Azel Washburn, B5q5 = CSS EPS w 


Wm. B. Shaw, AVein ae 20.90 


E. F. Wood, 15 days, 

A. A. Savery, 333, ** $6.60 
horse, 37% SS 4.95 
ploughing, 1.00 

Wm. Robbins, ~ i es 

Martin Rounseville, labor, &c., 

Frank Peirce, 6 2 


J. C. McAlester, iron work, 
Total, including special repairs on Oak street, 
Expended before June Ist, $90.25; after, $668.96 


No. 3. James F. Eldridge, surveyor. 


30.00 


12.55 
13.90 
3.45 
11.90 
4.96 


52.60 
90 


5.05 


F. F. Eaton, 26745 days, $53.60 

horse, 264, * 67.00 $120.60 
Wm. Reed, 263, ‘ 
J. I. Eldridge, horse, 6 hours, 
Martson Thompson, 2 Aas 4.80 
horses.) Ss 25 


E. M. Lincoln, 
Expended before June Ist, $17.65; after, $163.50, 


No. 4. Reuel W. Eaton, surveyor. 


2.00 


Reuel W. Eaton, 18} days, $36.90 
oxen, 133; es 27.80 
horse, Laat 3.07 
gravel, scraper, & stones, 4.50 $72.27 
S. Sampson, 745 days, 14.80 
oxen, Brit 15.80 
use of scraper, and gravel, 1.42 32.02 
Edwin Cole, 153 days, 31.10 
Alex. Eaton, - Lo dp enk® 36.50 
Wm. Robinson, 2 ef 4.00 
Albert H. Eaton, ne ih 1.00 
J. G. Vaughan, on rocks, 1.00 
Expended before June Ist, $22.00; after, $155.89: 
No. 5. Jared F. Alden, surveyor. 
J. F. Alden, 7} days, at $2.50, $18.62 
124 days, at $2.00, 25 00 
horse, 10,9 days, 16.35 
procuring help, &c., 3.25 $63.72 
E. G. Shaw, work on bridge, 62 
A. W. Washburn and oxen, one half day, 2.00 
Jared Pratt, with horse, two days, 7.00 
ZT. dS Pratt, 34 days, 640 
oxen, 2 ‘ 4.00 
horse, ee 3.75 14.15 


799.21 


181.15 


177.89 


bo 
Se 


Otis Pratt, 
Wm. Shaw, 
Darius Perry, 
J. E. Perkins, 


horse, 


S. Sampson, Tae 
oxen, he de 
Edwin Holmes, ore. 
wie Cf 

horse, io 

1 

5 

nl 

2 


H. Harris, 
horse, 

J. I. Carver, 

Wm. B. White, lumber, &c., 

N. F.C. Pratt, 256 loads of ee 

Col. O. Thinn’ ds 

Augustus Pratt, 31 ‘ 4 


pak 
Dor OU HO Ft OOO ST 


30.00 


13.48 
2.40 
3.00 

20.00 


14.00 


17.50 
12.60 
42 
17.26 
3.68 
1.42 


Expended before June Ist, $92.30; after, $130.95; 


No. 6. E. G. Shaw, surveyor. 


- E. G. Shaw, 6 8 OAy®, $13.57 
E. G. Shaw, horse, 315 4.21 
H. Aldrich, 10a 20.70 
S. Aldrich, , ae 40 
B. F. Aldrich, As ts 7.70 


Expended before June 1st, $28. 76 ; after, $17.82: 


No. 7. Andrew W. Washburn, surveyor. 


Andrew W. Washburn, 14,2, days, $28.50 


oxen, 9 2: 

William Swift, DA aunts 
horse, 

Frank Cole, i aid 

Sanford Weston, oxen, 1 a3 

L. Tinkham, Bias 


L. Washburn, for scraper, 


Expended before June Ist, $16.00; after, $65.80: 


No. 8. Daniel Alden, surveyor. 


18.00 
19.05 
1.75 


Daniel Alden, 14,8, days, $30.60 

boy, 98, y 12.10 

horse, 2% ‘ 4.35 

A. W. Washburn, 4 as 8.00 

oxen, 4 A 8.00 

plough, 00 

Cheney Redding, 13,4, beg 2 O.ne 

; horse, a 4 10.50 
J. C. Osborn, 16 4; days, 

J. F. Alden, 4 rt 8.50 


$17.78 


$46.50 


20.80 
11.00 
2.00 
1.00 
.00 


$47.05 


16.50 


37.30 
32.80 


223.20 


46.58 


81.80, 








J. F. Alden, horse, 1 " 1.50 10.00 
S. A, Sampson, and oxen, 2 - 8.00 
William Robinson, 1 A, 2.00 
George Tinkham, 1 ss 2.00 
John C. Chase, with oxen, 2 $¢ 7.00 
Use of plough and cultivator and other tools, 
2 years, 5.00 
Powder, &c., 1.82 
J. C. Reed, 1,§, days, 3.80 
Of this $29.22 was worked on the new road 
and E. Alden’s corner (special.) 
Expended before June Ist, $38.20: after, $135.07: 173.27 
Total, $2,083.90 
No. 1. Age before June 1st, $143.80 after $296.95 total,$440.75 
2. 90.25 ‘* 668.96 * »759.21 
3 a V7650 5") C1 6Stae Pe LST TS 
4, aA « POH 86 PSG 259 ee ee 1789 
5. . " S2BO MV FAB ONE HF 223.25 
6 gc oy LOPE 17.82 «<*. 46.58 
7 _ ot LOOMS S580 Chey $1.80 
8 O 8 SSLQOH EG? NL BHLOF me 173.27 
Total, $448.96 $1,634.94 $2,083.90 
EAST SECTION. 
No. 1. Augustus W. Thomas, surveyor. 
A. W. Thomas, 12? days, at $2.00 
per day, $25.50 
A. W. Thomas, horse and cart, 8} 
days, at $1.33 per day, 10.99 $36.49 
EK. C. Shaw, 5} days, at $2.00 per 
day, 11.50 
E. C. Shaw, oxen and cart, 42 days, 
at $2.00 per day, 9.50 21.00 
KE. A. Shaw, 3 days; at $2. 00 pen day, 7.50 
Cephas Morse, 1 2.00 
EK. D. Butler, 62 a6 ag UL 11.87, 
E. B. Shaw, 3. ge CE he 5.25 
Worked before June 1st, $55.00; after, $28.61: 


Worked on Rocky Meadow street, $44.91; worked 
on Wallst., $22.70 ; worked on Stone st., $16.00. 


$83.61 


28 


No. 2. Albert T. Savory, surveyor. 
A. T. Savory, 94 days, at $2.00 per 


day, $19.00 
A. T. Savory, horse and cart, 73 
days, at $1.50 per day, 11.25 $30.25 


L. W. Savory, 84 days, at $2.00 per 


ay, 17.00 
L. W. Savory, horse and cart, 74 
days, at $1.50 per day, 11.25 28.25 
P. W. Savory, 7 days, at ak 00 PEE day; 14.00 
NIB rasim. a :*8 22.00 
Expense of new scraper, 9.25 103.75 


Worked before June Ist, $68.50; after, $26.00; expense 
of scraper, $9.25. Where worked not reported. 


No. 3. James G. Nichols, surveyor. 
J. G. Nichols, 16} days, at $2.00 


per day, | $33.10 
J. G. Nichols, oxen and cart, 6} 
days, at $2.00 per day, 12.50 
J. G. Nichols, horse and cart, 14,4, 
days, at $1.50 per day, 21.60 $67.20 


T. S. Ellis, } day, at $2.00 per day, 1.00 

horse and cart, 4 day, at 

$1.50 Pep day, 15 Silt 
I. G. Pratt’s oxen, 75 day, at $2.00 per day, 1. 
Z. C. Phinney, 15 days, at $2.00 per day, 29. 
C. H. Bates, 44 days, at $1.25 per day, 5 
Two boys, 2 days, at $1.00 per day, 2. 
Use of plough and scraper, 1.50 109.38 

Worked before June Ist, $67.98; after, $41.40. 


Worked on Plympton street, $51.68; worked on Cedar 
street, $44.95 ; worked on Brook street, $8.00; worked on 
Soule street, $4.75. 


No. 4, Arad Bryant, surveyor. 


A. Bryant, 52 days, at $2.00 per day, $11.50 
horse and cart, 263 hours, 


at 25 cents per hour, 3.97 $15.47 
Z. Leonard, and horse, 2} hours, at 
35 cents per hour, 79 
Ch. Simmons, and oxen, 23 hours, at : 
40 cents per hour, 1.10 
H. Simmons, 3} ab ye at $2. 00 per day, 6.50 
G. Darling, 4 as 1.00 


L. Bryant, eee 4 4 6.00 
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T. Smith, and oxen, $ day each, at $2.00 per 


day, 

J. Bryant, and horse, 2 days each, at $3.50 
per day, 

J. Swift, and horse, 1 day each, at $3.50 per 
day, 


7.00 
3.00 


Hired others, in all, 4} days, at $2.00 per day, 8.40 


Benoni Shaw, for work on Short street, 
Worked before June Ist, $47.29; after, $22.47. 


18.00 


Worked on Plymouth street, $36.12; worked on Short 


street, $20.75; work scraping and bushing, &c., $12 


No. 5. Christopher C. Smith, surveyor. 
C. C. Smith, 1383 hours, at 20 cents 


per hour, $27.70 
C. C. Smith, oxen, 59 hours, at 20 


Be}! F 


cents per hour, 13.60 


C. C. Smith, horse, 73 hours, at 10 

cents per hour, 7.30 
C. C. Smith, use of cart, 1.62 
J. Smith, 734 hours, at 20 cents 

per hour, 
F. Smith, 44 hours, at 10 cents per 

hour, ; 
C. Thomas, 32 hours, at 124 cents 

per hour, 


Worked before June Ist, $22.35; after, $45.22. 
worked not reported. 
No. 6. Philander W. Thompson, surveyor. 
P. W. Thompson, 146 hours, at 20 


cents per hour, $29.20 
P. W. Thompson, horse and cart,1381 
hours, at 15 cents per hour, . 19.65 


K. Tinkham, and oxen, 8 hours each, 
at 20 cents per hour, 
S. C. Coffin, 43 hours, at 20 cents 


per hour, 8.60 
S. C. Coffin, oxen, 464 hours at 20 

cents per hour, 9.30 
O. E. Deane, 20 hours, at 20 cents 
' per hour, 4.00 
O. KE. Deane, oxen, 274 hours, at 20 

cents per hour, 5.90 


Ira Shaw, and oxen, 20 hours each, 
at 20 cents per hour, 


$48.42 
14.70 
45 


4.00 
Where 


$48.85 
8.20 


17.90 


69.76 


67.57 


a0 


Chas. Simmons, and oxen, 19 hours 
each, at 20 cents per hour, 

A. J. Wood, 463 hours, at 20 cents 
per hour, 

A. J. Wood, horse and cart, 38) 
hours, at 15 cents per hour, 

H. Deane, 65 hours, at 15 cents per 
hour, 

H. Deane, horse and cart, 20 hours, 
at 15 cents per hour, 

D. W. Thompson, 50 hours, at 20 
cents per hour, 

D. W. Thompson, horse and cart, 10 
hours, at 15 cents per hour, 

S. Cushman, 10 hours, at 20 cents 
per hour, 


S. Cushman, horse and cart, 5 hours,’ 


at 15 cents per hour, 

Chas. Hagan, 8 hours, at 20 cents 
per hour, 

Chas. Hagan, horse and cart, 8 hours, 
at 15 cents per hour, 


1.20 


E. Crocker, 1384 hours, at 20 cts. per hour, 


B. F. Thompson, 50 hours, at 20 cts. per hour, 
W. Ramsdell, 20 hours, at 20 cents per hour, 


15.02 


12.75 


11.50 


2.80 
27.70 
10.00 

4.00 


G. B. Farrington, 422 hours, at 20 cts. per hour, 8.50 


G.B 





, 20 hours, at 20 cents per hour, 


W. White, 10 hours, at 20 cents per hour, 


Five boys, 41 hours, 

Charles Shaw, for gravel, 220 loads, 
at 4 cents per load, 

J. IT. Cornish, for gravel, 


Scraping, &c., district, 


Worked before June 1st, $25.75; after, $184.97. 


Turnpiked 13 rods at south end of district, 
Gravelled 31 rods at south end of district, 


part twice, 
Gravelled at north end of district, 
Gravelled a piece on Precinct street, 
Stoned 18 rods on Precinct street, 


No. 7. John B. Ramsdell, surveyor. 


J. B. Ramsdell, 85 hours, at 20 cts. 
per hour, 


$17.00 


4.00 
2.00 
4.85 


8.80 
1.00 


$18.00 
7.75 


62.05 
17.25 
49.52 
56.15 





$210.72 
About $50 of this was really a special appropriation. 


210.72 
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J.B. Ramsdell, 2 horses, 1283 hours, 


at 30 cents per hour, 88.55 $55.55 
A.J. Ramsdell, 134 hours, at 2) cts. Dey noi 26.80 





W.D. Ramadall 1 22.60 
J. M. Ramsdell, 121 ‘ F My 24.20 
Paid for damage to plough, 1.00 
H. W. Atwood, and oxen and horse, 8 hours, 
at 55 cents per hour, 4.40 
S. C. Coffin, and oxen, 10 hours each, at 20 
cents per hour, and 25 cents for plough, 4,25 
L. Atwood, 8 hours, at 20 cents per hour, 1.60 
W. Washburn, 15 hours, at 20 cents per hour, 3.00 
Worked before June 1st, $15.00; after, $128.40. 
Scraping, bushing, and picking out stone, $15.00 
Ploughing gravel, 12335 
Carting gravel on Plain street, 96.45 
Mowing bushes ‘° gs 8.00 
Carting gravel, &c., on Thompson street, 12.00 
$143.40 
No. 8. Arad Covington, surveyor. 
A Covington, 73 hours, at 20 cents | , 
per hour, $14.60 
A. Covington, oxen, 71 hours, at 20 
cents per hour, 14.20 $28.80 
A. L. Covington, 70 hours, at 20 
cents per hour, 14.00 
L. Mitchell, 62 hours, at 20 cents 
per hour, 12.40 
L. Mitchell, 2 horses, 62 hours, at 20 
cents per hour, 12.40 24.80 
O. D. Mitchell, 15 hours, at 20 cents 
per hour, 3.00 
W. Washburn, 43 hours, at 20 cents 
per hour, 8.60 
Worked before June 1st, $16.10; after, $63.10. 
When worked not reported, mostly on River street. 
No. 9. Ezra Morse, surveyor. 
E. Morse, 93 hours, at 20 cents per 
hour, $18.60 
K. Morse, 2 horses, 794 hours, at 30 
cents per hour, 23.82 $42.42 
G. W. Wood, 13 hours, at 20 cents 
per hour, 2.60 
G. W. Wood, oxen, 13 hours, at 20 
cents per hour, 2.60 5.20 


143,40 


79.20 
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J. Scanlan, 843 hours, at 20 cents per hour, 16.90 
14.25 


G. W. Hollis, 71} hours, at 20 cents per hour, 


Paid for 140 loads of gravel, at 2 
cents per load, 


Worked before June Ist, $8.45; after, $73.12. 
Where worked not reported, mostly on Summer street. 


No, 10. Sylvanus Hinckley, surveyor. 


S. Hinckley, 125 hours, at 20 cents 


2.60 81.57 


per hour, $25.00 
S. Hinckley, horse, 100 hours, at 15 

cents per hour, 15.00 
Boys, 55 hours, at 10 cents per hour; 5.50 $45.50 
N. E. Reed, 60 hours, at 20 cents 

per hour, 12.00 
N.E. Reed, horse and cart, 60 hours, 

at 15 cents per hour, 9.00 21.00 
H. R. Tribou, 30 hours, at 15 cents 

per hour, 4,50 
H. R. Tribou, oxen, 30 hours, at 15 

cents per hour, 4.50 9.00 
J.S. Bump, 5 hours, at 20 cents per hour, 1.00 
J. S. Bump, oxen, 5 hours, at 20 

cents per hour, UUs La 
Henry Gay, 80 hour 8, at 20 cents per hour, 16.00 
G. W. Ellis, 60 oe ay 12.00 
George Thomas, 50 a ee ms 10.00 
AltA. Obey, arey se i Fe 9.50 
Parker Wilder, 224 ‘ p 4 4.50 
J.H.Waterman, 20 Me Ay a 4.00 
Gilbert Benson, 20 py CLS eee 3.00 
L. Lambert, 40 4 Y x 6.00 142.50 

Worked before June Ist, $14. 00; after, 128.50. Where 


worked not reported. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Now A: Eapender before pune ie $55.00 after, $28. 61 total, $83.61 
OID) Merk tet es aah Aue 


_— 
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“ «16.10 * 63.10 * 
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“ «14.00 = 128.50 -« 





Total, $340.42 $751.04 


103.75 
109.38 
69.76 
67.57 
210.72 
143.40 


72.20 


81.57 
142.50 


$1,091.46 


3d 


SOUTH SECTION, 


No. 1. Nathaniel $. Cushing, surveyor. 
N. S. Cushing, 9 days 8 hours, at $1.50 per 


day, $14.70 
N.S. Cushing, horse and cart, 84 days, at 

$1.25 per day, 10.41 
C. F. Gibbs, 13 days 8 hours, at $1.50 per 

day, 20.70 
M. Bumpus, 1 day, at $1.50 per day, 1.50 
M. Bumpus, horse and cart, 1 day, $1.25 per | 

day, 1.25 


D.S. Gault, 11} days, at $1.50 per day, 16.87 
D. 8S. Gault, 2 horses and cart, 6 days 6 hours, 


at $2.50 per day, | 16.48 
M. Cushing, 3 days, at $1.50 per day, 4.50 
W. T. Jefferson, one half day, at $2.00 per 

day, 1.00 
Wm. Washburn, 13} days, at 75 cents per 

day, 9.93 


Expended in May, $26.17; June, $54.67; September, 
$16.50. Worked on Beach, East, and Pine streets. 
No. 2. Henry Hobill, surveyor. 


H. Hobill, 6 days 6 hours, at $1.75 per day, $11.55 
H. Hobill, horses and cart, 22 days, at $1.75 


cents per day, 38.50 
E. Rogers, 8 days, at $1.75 per day, 14.00 
J. F. Savage, 7 ‘ vi ve 12.25 
J. Morse, renee Rath ygivay! 66 10.50 
B. Harlow, 3 ‘*§ *, es 5.25 


Expended in May, $85.75; June $6.30. Where worked 
not reported, mostly on France street. 


No. 3. Thomas M. LeBaron, surveyor. 
T. M. LeBaron, 8745 days, at $2.00 per day, $16.80 
T. M. LeBaron; 14 days, at $1.75 per day, 24.50 
T. M. LeBaron, oxen and cart, 93 days, at 


$2.00 per day, 19.00 
T. M. LeBaron, oxen and cart, 11 days, at 

$1.75 per day, 19.25 
B. Wilcox, 24 days, at $2.00 per day, 5.00 
B. Wilcox, oxen and cart, 2 days, at $2.00 

per day, 4.00 
T. B. LeBaron, 4 days, at $2.00 per day, 8.00 
T. B. LeBaron, 6 days, at $1.75 per day, 10.50 


B. Wilcox, Jr., one half day, at $2.00 per day, 1.00 
E 


$92.05 
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T. J. LeBaron, 10 days, at $2.00 per day, 20.00 
T. J. LeBaron, horse and cart, 94 days, at 


$1.75 cents per day, 16.63 
T. J. LeBaron, horse and cart, 2 days, at 

$1.50 per day, 3.00 
T. J. LeBaron, horse and cart, 3 days, at 

$1.24 cents per day, 3.72 
Wm. Thomas, 4 days, at $2.00 per day, 8.00 
Wm. Thomas, oxen and cart, 1 day, at $2.00 

per day, 2.00 
Wm. Thomas, horse and cart, 1 day, at $1.75 

per day, 1.75 
Wm. Thomas, horse and cart, 24 days, at 

$1.50 per day, 3.79 
S. D. Wilber, 44 days, at $2.00 per day, 9.00 
S. Hall, 44 days, at $2.00 per day, - 9.00 
A. Maxim, 4 days, at $2.00 per day, 8.00 
H. A. bee 14 days, at $1.00 per day, 1.50 
C. Wilber, 1,2, days, at $1.00 per day. 1.20 
Heys Sith 23 days, at $2.00 per day, 5.00 
H. W. Smith, horse and cart, 24 days, at 

$1.50 per day, 3.75 
L. P. Thomas, three-tenth days, at $1.00 

per day, 30 
E. Maxim, two-third days, at $1.50 per day, 1.00 
E. 'T. LeBaron, 1 day, at 75 cents per day, 79 
H. A. LeBaron, 1 day, at 75 cents per day, 7d 
S. Benson, for use of scraper, 2.35 $209.50 

Expended in May, $62.40; June, $75.05; October, 
$70.20; November, $1.85. 
Worked on Wareham and Benson streets. 
No. 4. Elisha T. Benson, surveyor. 

E. T. Benson, 27 days, 63 hours, at $2.00 

per day, $55.30 
E. T. Benson, oxen and cart, 9 days, at $2.00 

per day, 18.00 
E. T. Benson, horse and cart, 5 days, 2 

hours, at $1.50 per day, 7.80 
S. C. Ryder, 7 hours, at $2.00 per day, 1.40 
S. C. Ryder, oxen and cart, 7 hours, at $2.00 

per day, 1.40 
J. Leary, 17 days, at $2.00 per day, 34.00 


D. Clark, 1 day, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 3.00 
D. Clark, oxen and cart, 8 hours, at $2.00 

per day, 1.60 
D. Clark, plow, 25 
E. P. Westgate, 5 days, at $. 200 per day, 10.00 


ox 
rad) 


A. N. Pratt, 3 days, 4 hours, at $2.00 per 


day, 6.80 
A. Fuller, 1 day, at $2.00 per day, 2.00 
J. Layfield, 5 days, at $2.00 per day, 10.00 
C. Clark, 2 days, 3 hours, at $1.50 per day, 3.45 
E. Thomas, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 1.00 
J. H. Pratt, 1 day, at $1.75 per day, 1.75 
F. B. Gibbs, 62 loads gravel, 2.00 $159.75 


Expended in May, $89.95; June, $44.50; July, $2.80; 
August, $2.00; September, $20.50. Worked on Highland, 
Spruce, and Benson streets. 


No. 5. John Clark, surveyor. 


J. Clark, 10 days, 54 hours, at $2.00 perday, $21.10 
J. Clark, oxen and cart, 5 days, at $2.00 per 


day, - 10.00 
J. Clark, horse and cart, 4 days, 9 hours, at 

$1.50 per day, 7.35 
J. Clark, use of plow, 1.30 
C. H. Ryder, 6 days, 2 hours, at $2.00 per 

day, 12.40 
C. H. Ryder, oxen and cart, 3 days, at $2.00 

per day, 6.00 
C. H. Ryder, 2 horses, 8 hours, at $3.00 per 

day, 2.40 
C. H. Ryder, son, 8 hours, at 624 cents per 

day, 00 
G. T. B. Sherman, 4 days, 2 hours, at $2.00 

per day, 8.40 
E. Sherman, and man, 2 days, at $2.00 per 

day, 4.00 
J. W. Reed, 2 days, at $2.00 per day, 4.00 
G. T. M. Gammons, 1 day, at $2.00 per day, 2.00 
S. C. Ryder, 2 days, at $2.00 per day, 4.00 
L. A. Barrows, 3 days, at $2.00 per day, 6.00 
Wm. T. ea 1 day, 5 hours, at $2.00 per 

day, 3.00 
Chas. Tinkham, 2 days, at $1.75 per day, 3.50 
G. Sisson, 1 day, at $1.75 per day, Talo 
C. Southworth, 1 day, at $2.00 per day, — 2.00 
E. Southworth, 1 day, at $2.00 per day, 2.00 


J. Westgate, 3 days, 73 hours, at $1.50 per 
day, 5.62 
E. Westgate, 1 day, 3 hours, at $2.00 perday, 2.60 $109.92 


Expended in May, $83.20; June, $2.00; November, 
$13.00 ; December, $11.72. Worked on Neck, Miller, Perry, 
and Pond streets. 
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No. 6. Elnathan Sherman, surveyor. 


E. Sherman, 13% days, at $2.00 per day, $27.50 
2 horses and cart, 133 days, at 


2.00 per day, 27.00 

H. 8. Smith, 12 days, 3 hours, at $2.00 per 
day, 24.60 
H. S. Smith, 1 day, 5 hours, at $1.75 per day, 2.62 
H. S. Smith, 1 day, at $1.50 per day, 1.50 


E. G. Smith, 9 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 19.00 
G. H. Haskins, 8 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per 


day, 17.00 
G. S. Baker, 2 days, 5 hours, at $1.50 per day, 3.75 
W. L. Holmes, 1 day, at $2.00 per day, 2.00 
G. W. Sherman, 1 day, at $1.50 per day, 1.50 
R. Smith, blasting rocks, 75 
S. F. Cobb, 3 days, at $2.00 per day, 6.00 

oxen and cart, 3 days, at $2.00 

per day, 6.00 
S. Cobb, 3 days, at $2.00 per day, 6.00 
H. W. Carver, 1 day, at $2.00 per day, 2.00 


G. W. Sherman, 4 hours, at $2.00 per day, 80 
2 days, at $1.75 per day, 3.50 $151.52 


Expended in April, $6.00; May, $47.45; June, $46.25; 
September, $39.00; November, $13.02. Worked on Wal- 
nut, Miller, Highland, Smith, and Rocky Gutter streets. 


.No. 7. Benj. P. W. Lovell, surveyor. 
B. P. W. Lovell, 17 days, 2 hours, at $2.00 


per day, $34.40 
B. P. W. Lovell, 2 horses and cart, 12 days, 
at $3.00 per day, 36.00 


B. P. W. Lovell, 2 horses and cart, 3 hours, 
at $2.50 per day, 

D. Swift, 4 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 

F. Shaw, 4 days, at $2.00 per day, 

A.C. Vaughan, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 

T. G. Brown, 5 days, at 75 cents per day, 

M. Bump, 2 days, at $1.75 per day, 

G. Robbins, 2 days, at $1.50 per day, 3 

S. Bisbee, 1 day, 3 hours, at $2.00 per day, ; 
9 days, 9 hours, at $1.75 per day, 16.56 

J. Wood, 9 days, 5 hours, at $1.50 per day, 14.25 


owrnoceoo 
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H. C. Vaughan, 1 day, at $1.00 per day, 1.00 
J. H. Vaughan, 10 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 
per day, 21,00 


J. H. Vaughan, oxen and cart, 4 days, 5 
hours, at $2.00 per day, 9.00 
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Wm. Sadler, for gravel, 2.09 
J. Q. Morton, ° 7.39 
H. B. Coombs, ‘* 7.40 
J. C. Bump, for work, 93 
I. N. Vaughan, for sharpening picks, 1.30 $183.17 


Expended in May, $19.50; June, $33.75; August, 
$17.00; September, $35.39 ; October, $77.53. Worked on © 
Vaughan, Cherry, Walnut, and Neck streets. 

No. 8. Alden Miller, surveyor. 


A. Miller and men, 33 days, 9 hours, at 


$2.00 per day, $67.80 
A. Miller, oxen and cart, 19 days, 3 hours, 
at $2.00 per day, 38.77 


F. Chace, 8 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 17.00 
J. Booth, 8 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 17.00 
I. B. Simmons, 5 days, at $2.00 per day, 10.00 
O. W.. Carver, by agreement, 18.00 $168.57 
The sum of $7,535 was worked and no pay asked. 

Expended in May, $10.00; June, $75.77; September, 

$45.80; October, $37.00. 
Worked on Wareham, and Grove streets. 


No. 9. Edmund Thompson, surveyor. 


E. Thompson, 54 days, at $2.00 per day, $11.00 
oxen and cart, 5} days, at $2.00 

per day, 11.00 

C. C. Tinkham, 13 days, at $2.00 per day, 3.00 
oxen and cart, 1} days, at 


$2.00 per day, 3.00 
H. Wood, 5 days, at $2.00 per day, 10.00 
A. A. Bisbee, 34 days, at $2.00 per day, 7.00 
J. Benson, 5} days, at $2.00 per day, 11.00 
T. P. Wetherbee, 5 days, at $2.00 per day, 10.00 
T. Wilmot, 5 days, at $2.00 per day, 10.00 
G. S. Clark, 5 days, at $2.00 per day, 10.00 
oxen and cart, 5 days, at $2.00 
per day, . 10.00 
G. Simmons, 3 days, at $1.00 per day, 3.00 
A. A. Bisbee’s son, one half day, at $1.00 : 
per day, 50 $99.50 


All expended in June. Worked on Wareham street. 


No. 10. Charles C. Tinkham, surveyor. 


C. C. Tinkham, 4 days, at $2.00 per day, $8.00 
C. C. Tinkham, oxen and cart, 4 days, at 
$2.00 per day, 8.00 
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C. C. Tinkham, blasting rocks, 4 day, at 


$3.00 per day, 1.50 
C. C. Tinkham, paid for repairing plow, 79 
T. Smith, 1 day, at $2.00 per day, 2.00 

oxen and cart, 1 day, at $2.00 per day, 2.00 

E. Wood, 31 days, at $2.00 per day, 7.00 
horse and cart, 24 a fo0. 3 *§ 3.75 

Es Sten Beha 2.00 6 tao 8.00 
M. T. Standish, he ear 7s UN Reh 6.00 
L. Dunham, 3 oa LRAT OS 4,50 
horse & cart, 2 ty Bed 2.50 

M. Raymond, 3 - BOO! Oss 6.00 


All expended in May. Worked on Thomas and Tispaquin 
streets. 


No. 11. 8. G. Wrightington, surveyor. 
S. G. Wrightington, 10 days, 6 hours, at 


$2.00 per day, . $21.20 
S. G. Wrightington, oxen and cart, 6 days, 

2 hours, at $2.00 per day, 12.40 
S. G. Wrightington, horse and cart, 6 days, 

7 hours, at $1.33 per day, 8.73 
E. Wrightington, 8 days, 7 hours, at $1.75 


per day, 15.65 
S. Gove, 3 days, at $2.00 per day, * 6.00 
E. C. Bonney, 2 days, at $2.00 per day, 4.00 
P. Haven, 2 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 5.00 
G. Bennett, 4 days, at $2.00 per day, . 8.00 
E. Wrightington, 3 days, 5 hours, at $2 per day, 7.00 
Paid for gravel at 4 cents per load, 2.92 


Where worked not reported. Expended in May, $80.80 ; 
in June, $10.10. 


No. 12. Lothrop Thomas, surveyor, _ 
L. Thomas, 9 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, $19.00 
1 day, 2} hours, at $1.75 per day, 2.18 
horse and cart, 8 days, 1 hour, 


‘ at $1.50 per day, 12.15 
horse and cart, 1 day, at $1.37 
per day, 1.37 
L. A. Thomas, 5 days, 7 hours, at $2.00 per day, 11. - 
1 day, at $1.75 per day, LZ 


horse and cart, 5 days, 5 hours, 
at $1.50 per day, 

horse and cart, 1 day, at $1.37 
per day, 1.37 
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$60.00 


$90.90 


No. 


J. B. Thomas, 7 days, 44 hours, at $2.00 
per day, 14.90 
J. B. Thomas, 1 day, at $1.75 per day, 1.75 
horse and cart, 7 hours, at 


$1.50 per day, 1.05 
J.H. Thomas, 7 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 15.00 
1 day, at $1.75 per day, 1.75 
oxen and cart, 4 days, 5 hours, | 
at $2.00 per day, 9.00 
oxen and cart, 1 day, at $1.75 
per day, 1.75 
65 loads gravel, 1.30 
covering stone, 00 


L. H. Thomas, 8 days, at $1.50 per day, 12.00 
horse and cart, 6 days 5 hours, 


at $1.50 per day, 9.75 
horseandcart, 1 day; at $1.37 
per day, 1.37 
A. Thomas, i days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 15.00 
1 day, at $1.75 per day, 1.75 


F. Lander, 6 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 13.00 
G. Tillson, 3 days, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 7.00 


V. Shurtleff, 1 day, at $2.00 per day, 2.00 
T. Snow, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 1.00 
1 day, at $1.75 per day, 1.75 

36 loads gravel, 42 

H. T. Maxim, 5 hours, at $2.00 per day, 1.00 
5 hours, at $1.50 per day, 7d 


S. Thomas, 83 loads gravel, at 2 cents per load, 1.66 
Mrs. R. Thomas, 204 loads gravel, at 2 cents 


per load, 4.08 $177.30 
Expended in May, $80.60: June, $63.92 ; August, 
$6.55 ; September, $26.23. Worked on Purchase, 
and Carver streets. 


RECAPITULATION. 


vt Expendod before Tit sg $26.17 after, $71.17 total, $97.34 


So275 +384 6.30 *¢ 
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92.05 
209.50 
159.75 
109.92 
151.52 
183.17 
168.57 

99.50 

60.00 

90.90 
177.30 


Total, $651.62 $947.90 $1,599.52 


4() 


The following is the account for cleaning the highways of stones, as 
far as the accounts show, as where the surveyors were employed, some 


did not keep a seperate account. 


NORTH SECTION. 


Paid Wm. B. Wood, for picking pee in ae, 2, $49.50 
J. F. Eldridge, i + Py 40 P49 1) 
J. F. Alden, 4 eA S30, .° 26.95 
A. W. Washburn, ‘ i Pare 5.00 
Daniel Alden, XM se pot ey P44) 
Edmund Thompson, ‘‘ is hie. 7.50 $142.70 
EAST SECTION. 
Paid Aug. W. Thomas, for Hck Ine, aonb in No. 1, $13.79 
Benoni Shaw, ve 2, 13.00 
J. G. Nichols, for picking stone in Nos. 2, 3, 
4, and 5, 43.30 
P. W. Thompson, for picking stone in Nos. 
6 and 10, 19.40 
tia Thesurd, for picking stone in Nos. 7, 8, 
9 and 10, 12.22 101.71 
SOUTH SECTION. 
Paid Henry Hobill, for picking stones in No. 2, $8.00 
ab eBartnn e Bil ee 
E. T. Benson, 7; f Kina 16.00 
John Clark, fs sé M6 pd y110,00 
Elnathan Sherman, ‘ “ ce OS ONL. 68 
B. Pi We Lovelliva §§ Sele vulb.Wd 
Edmund Thompson, ‘‘ Bf Ree hs 9.00 
S. G. Wrightington, * rr heats] 7.00 
Lothrop Thomas, ‘ as ‘12 8.92 111.42 
$355.83 


NEW ROADS AND BRIDGES AND SPECIAL REPAIRS. 


NORTH SECTION. 


S. Hinckley, for building Benson street, $144.00 

| A. C. Wood, for repairs of Nemasket hill, 256.40 
Wm. B. Wood, for plank, and labor repairing 

Waterman hill bridge, — 46.24 

George Shaw, for repairs on Alden’s bridge, 11.29 

Thomas Bump, repairs on Alden’s bridge, 10.50 

Luther Shaw, repairs on Alden’s bridge, 12.50 
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Darius Dunbar, repairs on Alden’s bridge, ~~ 4,50 
L. Leonard, for railings on Alden’s bridge, 3.00 
W. B. White, repairs on Clay street, 35.00 
George H. Doane, for drain pipe, 7.92 
L. P. Brown, work on Main street, 39.00 


EAST SECTION. 


Charles C. Tinkham, for building a part of Wood 


street, $117.50 
Noble E. Reed, part of Wood street, 155.00 
A. C. Wood, for work near J. S. Bump’s, 100.00 
Lewis Leonard, for repairs on Warren’s bridge, 80.00 
Z. Leonard, for repairs on Warren’s bridge, 25.00 
Lewis Leonard, repairs on Turnpike bridge, 14.59 


J. B. Ramsdell, repairs on bridge near I. Harlow’s, 16.64 
Paid for cutting bushes on River and Auburn sts., 20.95 


Paid for repairs on culvert near J. Butterworth’s, 5.00 
Paid for repairs on culvert near G. Hartwell’s, 13.65 
Paid for railing near Timothy Murphy’s, 7.50 


SOUTH SECTION. 


Elnathan Sherman, for building a part of Pond 


street, $464.60 
Carting stone on Pond street, 100:00 
John Clark, bridge on Pond street, 25.54 
John Witham, for building bridge at Rocky Mead- 

ow saw mill, 1387.50 
John Clark, for work on Gibbs place, 10.00 
Elnathan Sherman, for work on Rocky Gutter st., 42.32 
B. P. W. Lovell, for work on Neck street, 72.50 
Henry Hobill, for repairs on bridge and cutting 

bushes, 14.13 

Total, 


SNOW BILLS. 


Christopher C. Smith, $6.00 
S. G. Wrightington, 6.60 
Tyler Peirce, 7.10 
B. P. W. Lovell, 5.95 
Eben A. Shaw, 5.65 
William Washburn, | 2.10 
Philo S. Murdock, 6.07 


F 


$566.35 


559.83 


866.59 


$1,988.77 


$39.47 
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TOWN OFFICERS. 


C. B. Wood, treasurer and collector, ) $450.00 
overseer of poor, 25.50 | 
A. C. Wood, overseer of poor, 1872 and 1873, 50.00 
J.T. Wood, selectman and eons 210.36 
Lewis Leonard, i 179.45 
Satis Gobis 129.50 
Stillman, Benson, 57.50 
H. D. Crossman, school committee, 151.00 
A. H. Soule, x Je 103.25 
S. Chapin, oe a5 95.75 
W.C. Rider, 6 6 nvedcoU 
Augustus Pratt, auditor, 7.50 
James Cole, Constable, 39.50 
George W. Rich, ‘*. 2.50 
L. M. Alden, oe 4.00 
G. F. Atwood, com. to meet county commissioners, 5.00 
Daniel Alden, ‘ 3 vy + 5.00 $1,563.31 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Middleborough and Taunton railroad, freight, $3.91 
I. E. Wood, painting and graining safe for weights 
and measures, 5.00 
John Shaw, blank books and stationery, 3.34 
Swift’s express, 13.00 
N. D. Wilbur, for bracket, (1873.) 1.37 
Everett Robinson, for services in the suit of Charles 
A. Howes, 107.24 
James M. Coombs, printing, b. OMe Pi 204.25 
Gideon Shurtliff, for injury to horse at bridge near 
Otis Briggs’, 75.00 
Wm. O. Barrows, damage to mill-dam, - 10.00 
Tucker Manufacturing Co., bedstead and mattress 
for lock-up, 10.00 
Foster, Colburn & Co., blanket for lock-up, 7.50 
Z. EK. Phinney, damage to sleigh and harness, 6.00 
J. W. L. Wilbur & Brother, for railing for bridge 
at Nemaskett, 18738, 26.40 
8. Hinckley, auctioneer, 18.00 
J.T. Washburn, error in bell on town house, 1873, 8.00 
John G. Vaughan, for labor and material, 8.20 
George W. Hollis, fixing entrance to lane, 10.00 
C. C. Smith, for railing near George Cox’s, 10.50 
L. M. Alden, for putting up notices and watching 
young herrings, 16.00 


William Washburn, for repairs of highway in 1878, 5.70 
¥. A. Sherman, for mowing bushes on Pond street, 3.20 
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A. Darling, mowing bushes on River street, 2.33 
Nathan Briggs, work on Summer street, — - 1.40 
William Wood, for gravel in 1878, 3.00 
23 rods of gravel, 25.00 

Benoni Shaw, for mowing bushes and clearing out 
brook, 6.00 
Mrs. B. Sproat, for rent of land for fish house, 3.00 
Peirce Academy, for armory rent, 300.00 
Simeon Harlow, for rack for armory, 22.15 

Wm. B. Wood, for help measuring Old Town 
House lot, 1.00 
F. E. Wood, on account of armory, 2.25 
Expended on highways in North Section, $2,083.90 
4 3 East ay 1,091.46 
a Be South) 9.6° 1,599.52 
Be he picking stone, 399.83 

New roads and bridges, and special repairs : 

North Section, 566.35 
East i 555.83 
South ‘¢ 866.59 


Paid snow bills in town, 
town officers, 
incidental expenses, 
on account of well, (which is all of the expense 
excepting platform and pump, ) 


GUIDE BOARDS. 


There has been nothing expended for guide boards the 
and the boards are generally in good condition. 


FISH ACCOUNT. 


Received from sale of fish, the purchaser to pay all 

bills for taking, inspection, &c., and to receive 

all money due from other towns for watching 

and inspecting, $390.00 
Expense in-protecting young herrings, 16.00 


Net proceeds, 


Lakeville’s proportion, $68.00 
Middleboro’s proportion, 306.00 


$926.24 


5,130.71 


1,988.77 
39.47 


1,563.31 
926.24 


297.43 


$9,945.93 





past year, 


$374.00 


A well has been sunk upon the Town Lot 80 feet in depth, the fast 
10 of which was in a solid rock, making it very expensive. A small 
stream was found about 5 feet above the, present bottom, but, hoping 
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to find a more powerful one, the work was continued to the depth 
above stated, when, being troubled considerably by the water, it was 
decided to stop. A hole was then drilled about 34 feet deeper, pass- 
ing one or two small streams, probably branches of the first one. 
There has been, during the extreme cold and dry weather of the past 
month, about 5 feet of water, which it is thought will prove ample for 
common purposes. ‘The expense, as below, is much larger than was 
anticipated. 


Paid J. B. Ramsdell, for digging and bricking well 
down to rock, 21 feet, at $2.00 per foot, $42.00 
J. B. Ramsdell, for blasting and removing 


rock, 615 hours, at 30 cents per hour, 184.50 





Drawing sand for filling, 11.25 
J. F. Eldridge, for 2,980 brick, 36.53 
M. H. Cushing, for powder and fuse, 13.49 
L. Lincoln & Son, for wheel, 3.25 
J. C. McAllister & Sons, sharpening drills, &c., 4.91 
G. H. Doane, for tubes, 1.50 
$297.43 
We herewith present the report of the Committee on Town Hall: 

Received for rent of hall and rooms, $403.50 

for grass on town lot, 3.00 $406.50 

(The items of the receipts are with the selectmen’s papers. ) 

Paid gas bills to January Ist, 110.00 
S. Tucker, as janitor, 51.00 
gas stove for ticket office, 10.70 
fittings for gas stove, 1.00 
blank book, 25 
W. B. Wood, as janitor, _ 295.06 
sundry repairs, 3.94 
Geo. H. Doane, supplies, 23.42 
car fare and expenses, 2.00 
Coal bill, 176.76 
$674.13 
Of this amount we have drawn from the treasury, $276.76 
Paid from current receipts, 397.37 
Balance in hands of committee, 9.13 

¢ $406.50 


To offset the expenditures, the fuel and care for the school-room and 
town offices, should be taken into account. By arrangement with the 
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janitor he was to work on the town lot one full month, which was spent 
in the work of grading. 


March 1st, there will be due from the committee to 


Wm. B. Wood, as janitor, $124.94 
For new grates, &c., about 18.00 
For gas, January and February, estimated, 20.00 $1642.94 
Due from county for rent of court-room, 100.00 
for rent of rooms, 20.00 120.00 
Estimated indebtedness, $42.94 
Appropriation for shutters and mats, 615.00 
Paid for matting, $57.52 
shutters for hall 241.60 
shutters for court-room, 18.50 
freight, 3.45 
carpenter work, 142.51 
varnishing hall shutters, 80.00 
varnishing court-room shutters, 6.00 
G. H. Doane, trimmings, 43.88 
66 66 66 yy h§ 
car fare and expenses, 5.25 600.92 
Unexpended, ; $14.08 


This includes the expense of the shutters in the court-room, which 
was not included in the estimate for the original appropriation. 

Under the appropriation for preventing the echo in the hall, the com- 
mittee have investigated every source within their reach, and, while 
people enough have been confident they could suggest a remedy, no 
plan has yet been offered that gave promise enough of success to war- 
rant the committee in spending the town’s money. Draping seems the 
most promising remedy, but to do this successfully, will require a 
larger appropriation than the one made by the town. In accordance 
with the suggestions of many, a number of wires have been stretched 
across the hall, but without perceptible effect. The work of putting 
up the wires has been done without charge. The bill for wire, &c., 
is included in the expense items, costing about $3.00. We would rec- 
ommend that your future committee be authorized to continue investi- 
gations, and that some appropriation be placed at their disposal for 
that purpose. We would also recommend a further appropriation for 
grading the lot and setting trees. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOS. E. BEALS, 
WM. B. WOOD, Committee. 
JAS. M. COOMBS. 
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SIDEWALKS. 


The question of sidewalks is getting to be a subject of importance, 
and more so as the village increases in inhabitants; and it appears to 
us necessary that the town should take some action upon the subject, 
and for that purpose article twenty is inserted in the warrant, that the 
town may avail itself of the following acts of the Legislature of this 
Commonwealth. 


[Chap. 303. ] 
AN ACT IN RELATION TO SIDEWALKS IN CITIES. 


Be xt enacted, &c., as follows : 


Sect. 1. The board of mayor and aldermen in any city may grade 
and construct sidewalks, and complete any partially constructed side- 
walk in any street of such city, as the public convenience may require, 
with or without edge stones, as said board shall. deem expedient, and 
may cover the same with brick, flat stones, concrete, gravel or other 
appropriate material, and may assess upon the abutters on such side- 
walks, in just proportions, not exceeding one half of the expense of 
the same; but all assessments so made shall constitute a lien upon the 
abutting land, and be collected in the same manner as taxes on real 
estate are now collected, and such sidewalks, when constructed, with 
edge stones and covered with brick, flat stones or concrete, shall after- 
wards be maintained at the expense of such city. When any such 
sidewalk shall be permanently constructed with edge stones, and cov- 
ered with brick, flat stones or concrete, as aforesaid, there shall be de- 
ducted from the assessment therefor any sum which shall have been 
previously assessed upon the abutting premises, and paid to the city 
for the expense of the construction of the same in any other manner 
than with edge stones and with brick, flat stones or concrete as afore- 
said; and such deduction shall be madé pro rata, and in just propor- 
tions from the assessments upon different abutters, who, at the time of 
such assessments, are owners of the estate which at the time of such 
former assessments was the estate of the abutters who had previously 
paid such former assessments. 

Srect. 2. In estimating the damage sustained by any party by the 
construction of sidewalks as aforesaid, there shall be allowed, by way 
of set-off, the benefit, if any, to the property of the party by reason 
thereof. 

Secr. 8. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

Srct. 4. This act shall not take effect in any city unless accepted 
by the city council thereof. Approved May 3, 1872. 
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[Chap. 107. ] 
AN ACT CONCERNING SIDEWALKS. 


Be wt enacted, &c., as follows : 


Sect. 1. Chapter three hundred and three of the acts of eighteen 
hundred and seventy-two is amended so as to provide that no abutter 
shall be assessed for the expense of any sidewalk a sum exceeding one 
per cent. of the valuation of his estate abutting on such sidewalk as 
fixed by the annual assessment last preceding the construction of such 
sidewalk. 

Sect. 2. The provisions of chapter three hundred and three of the 
acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-two, as amended by the first sec- 
tion of this act, are extended to any town accepting the same at an 
annual meeting; and the authority conferred by said act upon the 
mayor and aldermen of cities is conferred upon the selectmen of such 
town. Approved March 28, 1874. 


ESTIMATE FOR A TAX. 








For repairs of highways, $5,000 
For new roads and bridges and special repairs, $2,000 
Support of schools, $7,500 
Incidental school expenses, 1,000 8,500 
Support of poor, 3,200 
Support of insane, 800 4,000 
Payment on Town Hall, 2,000 
Interest on debt, 3,000 
Incidental expenses and town officers, 2,000 
Discount on taxes, 3,000 
$27,500 
Less corporation and bank tax, 3,000 
Total, excepting for repairs of highways, $24,000 


LIABILITIES AND ASSETS OF THE TOWN. 


LIABILITIES. 
Treasurer’s notes and interest, S49  Toa.0 1 
Unpaid appropriations, 3,000.00 
Unpaid orders, 300.00 
Due town of Lakeville for herrings, 1874. 68.00 


Unpaid claims, 1,000.00 $47,501.51 
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ASSETS. 
Cash on hand, $9,122.13 
Due on taxes estimated, 2,500.00 
Due from State, for State aid, 1,500 00 
Due for rent of court room, 100.00 $13,222.13 
Balance of liabilities, $34,209.38 


Respectfully submitted. 


JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen 
LEWIS LEONARD, of 
SYLVESTER F. COBB, J Middleborough. 


REPORT OF THE TOWN HOUSE COMMITTEE FOR 1873-4. 


Paid A. G. Tripp, bill for shutters, lumber, labor, 


&e., $226.04 
N. D. Wilbur, for gas, 63.00 
William B. Wood, for labor, 6.00 
S. H. Sylvester, framing notices, 6.00 
J.J. McNutt, for mouldings, brackets, &ce., 70.79 
Morss & Whyte, for guard, 19.16 
Simeon Harlow, for labor, 5.40 
F. E. Wood, for labor and stock, 28.43 


William R. Whitcomb, for labor and carting, 5.83 
A. Alden, for coal, pipe, valve, labor, &c., 87.94 


Staples & Phillips, for coal, 97.89 

George H. Doane, for hardware, 28.31 

S. Tucker, for care of town house, 39.00 

Swift’s express, 7.45 

Thomas & Griffith, repairing roof, 20.00 

Jonathan T. Washburn, for labor, .50 $711.74 
A. ALDEN, 


Committee. 


C. B. WOOD, 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER AND COLLECTOR FOR 
ELEVEN MONTHS ENDING FEBRUARY Ist, 1875. 
Dr. 


Cash on hand as per report of 1874, $7,610.06 
Unpaid taxes, 2,615.04 $10,225.10 


Received as follows: 


From the Commonwealth, on account of Theodore 





Macomber, $83.71 
William O. Cornish, 159.00 
Mary L. Cornish, 330.00 
Thomas C. Collins, on account of cancelling 

insurance policies, — 138.60 
Carver & Hinckley, on aecount of fish, 390.00 
Middleboro Savings Bank, | 5,700.00 | 
State Treasurer, on EAS of corporation tax, 2 499. 02 

is State aid, 1 400. 00 
se ce bank tax, 1 284. 87 
oe a Mass. school fund, "367.61 
+f: o armory rent, 325.00 
County Treasurer, ‘* dog licenses, 459.52 
William H. Wood, ‘ town house lot, 502.64 
O. W. Carver, B: stone steps, 28.00 
S. Hinckley, Fé old town house, 191.00 

For circus license, 10.00 
Peddler’s license, 20.00 
Use of lock-up, 2.50 
Rent of Town Hall, 193.00 
Interest on deposits in N. E. Trust Co., 282.60 
Sundries, 9.50 $14,576.57 

Amount of taxes for collection in bills committed 

in 1874, 39,093.62 
Summons and interest on taxes, 59.383 $39,152.95 
$63,954.62 
| Cr. 

Paid school committee’s orders, $8,093.51 
Selectmen and auditor’s orders, 9,632.30 
Town house committee’s orders, 1873-4, 711.74 

4, a 1874-5, 809.26 
Notes and interest, 15,558.23 
Overseers of poor orders and bills, 3,875.18 
Assessor’s orders, 16.39 
State aid, 1,528.70 
Post 8, G. A: R., 100.00 


Treasurer and collector, 450.00 
G 
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Committee on town lot, 100.00 
Town clerk, for receiving, obtaining, indexing, 
and recording marriages, births, and deaths, 


for the year 1873, 64.45 $40,939.76 
County Treasurer, county tax, 3,215.48 
State Treasurer, State tax, 3,840.00 


E. T. Jenks, sealer of weights and measures, 15.00 
George Soule, for return of deaths in 18738, 13.50 


Sundries, 25.91 
Discount on taxes, 2,931.31 
Remittances, 760.98 
Unpaid taxes, 3,090.55 
Cash on hand, 9,122.13 $23,014.86 


$63,954.62 
C. B. WOOD, Treasurer and Collector. 


Mippieporo, Feb. 19th, 1875, 
The undersigned, a committee chosen by the town to settle with 
their Treasurer, hereby certify that they have attended to that duty, 
and find the foregoing accounts correct and properly vouched for from 
March 1st, 1874, to Feb. 1, 1875. 


GEORGE BRAYTON. 
JAMES H. HARLOW. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR FOR ELEVEN 
MONTHS, TO FEBRUARY “Ist, 1875. 


Amount of money drawn from the town treasurer, $3,875.18 
Received from the city of New Bedford, on account 
of Eunice M. Hoyt, $148.15 
for logs sold, 27.79 
for 3 calves and one cow sold, 75.92 
for farm produce, 121.73 373.55 
$4,248.73 
Paid out as follows: 
For support of paupers in the almshouse, $1,413.19 
Out of the almshouse to the following persons and families, viz: 
Mrs. Wybra Weeks, $50.00 
Caroline M. Packard, 25.00 
Eunice M. Hoyt, 107.00 
Rachel Bump, 32.00 


Betsey C. Thomas, 115.50 
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Mrs. Sally Benson, 74.00, 
Fear Thompson, 15.86 
James EK. Richmond, 19.00 
Samuel Morse, 23 50 
Emerson P. Morse, 73.50 
Daniel Cobb, 80.00 
Sally M. Cobb, 66.00 
Betsey C. Cobb, 34.50 
Andrew B. Perry, 98.00 
Elkanah Thompson, 77.63 
Charles N. Avery, 50.43 
Levi M. Westgate, _ 82.50 
Stillman B. Morse, 79.56 
Charles H. Lawrence, 18.79 
Abby Cushman, 13.41 
Wm. H. Thrasher, 61.50 
Daniel Shurtliff, 14.25 
Charles Littlejohn, ; 66.50 
Edwin J. Westgate, 105.00 
Mary W. Atwood, 14.50 
Geo. W. Ellis, 3.00 
Mrs. Jane Chase, 49.00 
Ellen McCarty, 45.00 
Louisa F. Smith, 43.50 
Ellen E. Cole, 62.75 
Ruth Bennett, 8.00 $1,579.18 * 
In Taunton Lunatic Hospital : 
Thomas J. Shaw, $207.05 
Harriet Elmes, 203.64 
Stephen Gammons, 51.50 
Richard Meade, 174.30 636.49 
Lumber and labor for repairing Alms-house and buildings, 271.25 
A. C. Wood, expenses to Montague and Maynard, 18.62 
Dr. S. Chapin, for professional services, 55.00 
Reuben Harlow and wife, for their services, 275.00 
$4,248.73 
Whole number in Alms-house during the 11 months, 435 
Of which number were transient, 408 
Remaining the whole time, 10 
Present number in Alms-house, 24 
Whole number of weeks for one person, 8.39 
Of which were transient, 61 
Average number for 11 months, 16 
Average expense per week, excluding interest on farm, and 
salaries, $1.83 


Average expense per week, including interest and salaries, 2.08 
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There have been three deaths during the time: Sarah C. Young 
died June 16, 1874, age 19 years; Charles H. Littlejohn died June 
19, 1874, age 44 years; Minnie EK. Cole died November 24, 1874, 
age 1 month. 


Amount of real estate March Ist, 1874, $3,700.00 

Amount of personal estate March Ist, 1874, 1,829.50 $5,029.50 

Amount of real estate February Ist, 1875, 3,700.00 

Amount of personal estate February Ist, 1875, 1,478.15 5,178.15 
C. B. WOOD, 


One of the Overseers of the Poor. 
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Marriages Registered in Middleboro in 1874, 














DATE. NAME. 
Jan. i1jGeorge H. Wright,..... 


Feb. 
Mar. 


Apr. 


May 


June 


July 


Aug 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


30'Sylvanus T. Le Baron, .! 


7|George R. Dean, ....... 
15 Benj. H. Chamberlain,. 
26) Levi SHAW, .cccccccccce 
4;\William J. Mahlman, .. 
14;Artemas C. Cobb,...... 
2)Richard A. W. Davis,.. 
11|Thomas E. Wilmot, .... 
12)Abiathar W. Leonard,.. 
12|Lazelle E. Thomus, .... 
17|Benjamin F. Handy, ... 
19/Fraucis H. Shaw, ...... 
3/Allen W. Keith,........ 
6|A. Edwin Ramsey,..... 
20/George H. Randall, .... 
27|Julius F. Penniman,.... 
Edward F. Parry,...... 
2)/Abbot L. Childs, ....... 
8iEdgar W. Gifford,...... 
Ebenezer Wilder,...... 
18|Elbridge G. Smith, ..... 
20/Henry K. W. Ryder, ... 
24|Frederick A. Bosworth, 
23|Reuben K. Simmons, .. 
6/Samuel T. Ryder,..... 
19, John B. Hambly,....... 
26|Miles T. Standish,...... 
23|Charles H. Soule, 
31/Robert R. Clark, ....... 
4\Frank A. Nichols, ..... 
22|William Lynch, ........ 
23\Clarence W. Maxim,... 
25/Simpson J. Blossom,... 
14|/William L. Mercer, .... 
Charles A. Howes, .... 
15|Wiliam Ramsdell,...... 
20\Edwin R. Braly,........ 
22)Lewis RK. Thomas,...... 
23|/John Phinney, ......... 
24 


26|George 4. Whitmarsh,. 
15|Enoch Pratt, .sccscccsne 
14\George H. Morrill, ..... 
22|Alanson R. Washburn,. 
23|H#rederick C. Boehme,.. 
25\ James L. Gurney,..eee- 
David F. White,........ 
Martin V. B. Dunbar, .. 
Josiah H. homas,..... 
Edgar F. Switt,......- . 
22\Jonn Fearing,.......... 
25/Arthur B. Alden,....... 
26|Edwin F. Witham,..... 

1/Horatio B. Lawrence,.. 

2)/Philip Facey,.cccc.esces 
10 Jobn W. Kelly,......... 
16)Robert Simpson, ....... 
25|Alonzo F. Kyder,....... 


3 
10 
21 











Daniel Hartwell, .......| 











RESIDENCE. NAME. 
Middleboro. Arabella Baker,.....++. 
Us Annie J. Jones, ........ 
Salem. Emily E. Keith, ........ 
Middleboro. Laura A. Pittsley,...... 
Maine. Sarah E. Brown, ....... 
Middleboro. Sarah S. Dunham,...... 
ee Mary G.. Batesyic. s2..0 
6s Nuncy T. Denison,...... 
Raynham. Mary E. Andrews, ..... 
Middleboro. Laureltta T. Carver,.... 
Springfield. Sarah W. Ryder, ....e.: 
Middleboro. Martha W. Atwood,.... 
Malden. Louisa H. Cushman,... 
Middleboro. Matilda Briggs, ........ 
Rochester. Harriet E. Rickerson,.. 
Middleboro. Cynthia A. Phinney, ... 
New Bedford. |Emma D. Reed,........ 
Middleboro, Eva M. Shaw, .cccceesee 
os Marcia E. Thomas,..... 
Boston. Pulchera E. Gifford,.... 
Middleboro. Susan W. Barrows, .... 
a Louisa B. Smith,....... 
or Annie D. Whitmarsh, .. 
a Sarah E. Finney, .....<.| | 
Plymouth. Kiva li. eOGlOys <vaslad sce 
Portsmouth. susan H. Cushman,.... 
Middleboro. Catherine D. Dunham,. 
Halifax. Ella J. Soule, .....-..;. 
Middleboro. Sarah A. Thayer, ...... 
Boston. Minnie S. Wilbur,...... 
Middleboro. Maggie Henderson, .... 
Rochester. Lucy. BClarikiy. oe ees eel 
Fall River. Abby B. W. Gooding, .. 
Boston. Lizzie Briggs, ..ccccesee 
Middleboro. Lenoice J. Barrows,.... 
“6 “Abby M. Gregory,...... 
Taunton. tlattie E. Downing, .... 
Boston. Susan M. Eddy,....... 7 
Plympton. |Lucinda M. Fuller,..... 
Middleboro, iCarrie L. Sweet,........ 
“ Alice, HW Clarkyasesees ce 
Bridgewater. Lucretia E. Perkins,... 
Middleboro. Clara M. Perkins,...... 
Freetown. Lucie A. Thompson, ... 
Middleboro. Mary: PiCkes)daacelcee es 
us Anna T. Washburn,... .| 
ss Isabel T. Peirce,........; 
W. Bridgewater,|Jane W. Keith,......... 
Middleboro. tispah J. Bonney,.....- 
Es Julia A. Lee,.....eceee 
Wareham. Annie M. Swift, ........ 
New York. Mary H. Soule,......... 
Middleboro. da SAGAMS,. cs c+ erase 
AU Addie M. Brown,....... 
Fitchburg. Jenette Trumbell,...... 
Colorado. ae E. Tinkham,..... 
Boston, Kmily F. Coffin, ........ 
Middleboro, Emma L. Carpenter,... 
“c 


























Elizabeth C. Bishop, ... 





RESIDENCE, 
Middleboro. 





ac 


E. Tannton. 
Middleboro. 


“cc 
“s 
Te 
6c 
“cc 
“ce 
“cc 
73 


Rochester. 
Middleboro, 


ts 
“cc 
“c 


“ 
a“ 
“cc 
“é 
6 


Hanson. 
Middleboro. 
‘ 


es 
4c 
“cc 
of 


Wareham. 

Taunton, 

Middleboro. 

Plympton. 

Middleboro. 
“ec 


ac 
«“c 
“6 
“ 
46 
“ec 
te 
a4 
«sé 


Wareham. 

Middleboro. 

Sandwich. 

Sutton. 

Fitchburg. 

Middleboro. 
‘ 


Foxboro. 
Rochester. 


Cc. B. WOOD, Town Clerk. 


: 54 


Deaths Registered in Middleboro in 1874. 


























DATE. NAME. Ys.|/Mo.| Ds. 
Jan, 30) Lucinda Sturtevant; ..ccsccssaccccscessss| 28 | 2} 20 
SIHOratio NVBartlettivecicesesiaseseccceseses 65 | 0} 00 
at/MyTra lA Keith jopaauite cas deters. so elsnc ele e| 2201109, (00 
Feb. 23/Anna Cushing, ...cec.csee+cceee enins ntmienstiJ51 £0 |.00 
OCharles/H SU NOmasy stecedesesienssisns soe o 6) 440) ea ies 
12)Robert W. Weston, ............ eala somite ciao tH EO) 0 
27 SUSANNAN ADs SDA Walles ciclcle ile aidisise civic cece 54} 8] 9 
26/Andrew B. Perry,...eeccceeee evcccccccesel 45 | 3] O 
Mar. 15|Peter Vaughan, ...ccccscessesee Se cteas ems aliOer] mo. [20 
TFMANN O. LOVING ieee cccvecndovcccnccans oo] 60 | 11} 00 
25/Timothy Murphy, ....ee-..ee- ado sicneeusertsOor|s00.| 1's 
SCL LCG ULE Glals's om osicisis cals lsiaic se e'c tialsie svar 00} O 
eSlOScar Uc OCNAS Osea d accjsditetwiseiccels ee Gs)0 
IM Minnie'S.. Perry sis csc cae sieescn es OSPR 
28)/Lydia J. Dunham,........ slcleleleteid ois'e «'v(ols 6 | 12 
Apr. 17|/Philander Hacket,......ccccccceccccces sees! 67 | 0} 00 
20 Josephine: Caswell,o. oi. .cccesc.. cc cceee slat bode tee ON Led 
30)Patience Gammons, .....-eecesseceee spiotelalneee IO ice 
May 2\Marcus Soule,............ Sea aticdsesea ss 33 | 3 | 26 
4|Eliza Ann O’Donnel,..... alate Wa 5 whe eno op th Hild | 00 
LOM UnICe TROMaAs ese this dee ein pale vs oe cee nal e708 1S 
DUISCrena SMI, wiscies selec eeisideiseiais soe cele ef (00 7211 oe 
June TBenjamin | Thomas, ecccccceccercscccocces +| 86] 8 | 00 
3\Lizzie M. Haskins,.........+. Siete cuisanishres| $20 Ue sin aie 
16/Sarah LH. Young, \sccceeis cule ssbsvcces cee Peel lOnbatut os 
19\Charles H. Littlejohn,...... svcccccccccecs| 441 9} 14 
27|Mary Ann Barrows,.........:+ sls scccavccee] 00} 9.1 00 
Z(WOUISA SenSMAlCYs wesiccs te viconcsccccveces| OLN 011 | 9 
July 10 Pear Thompson; <sscoe de ds cseveccvcessees| 89] (26) 3 
AS Clara tH: SiSBON, Vesilss cle Saticelddiccccceesiec sPQOU LOT. O 
23|Deborah T. Thomas,.......c.ccesece ‘erent OO MO| 6 
30/Betsey B. Washburn,......... cocccccscee| 85} 4] 9 
Aug. O|Charles Ne AVery,socccccescccecsecccceeec| ot | 9 | 23 
I7|/Edward O'Donnel), seccssscsccocccccsccces Ser os 
Po MelindasPNOMAS) vic a ae sels cicletin cscs ce tics em 77 6 26 
BaGeOrPe SOULO Lc eaecisies wa'elewel(ea'h « scvccveni’ Or | 10) 2 
2ci\Vatherine G: Clark, cccteeescccccscceve «e-| 55 | 10} 18 
30/George H. Keene, ...ccsceccccccoccccccces| Gl | 10} 15 
Sept. 9\James S. Bump, Jr.,...... csc dsteses staslitoul slid no 
16/Edith J. Vaughan, ....cccsccccccccccccces Pe LY 
reba REE tet eke oii Saenae ASG SOURIS OEOP Cea) cette algal be 
19 tmily H. Swift, @eeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeve 51 2 00 
14 Phankfal TZ Suitinness catecebs caaccies vias 45 | 0} 12 
28) Polly K. Pratt cess eereeee eeeteeeeeeenes 82 4 17 
Oot Ves Abner pw ilecOXenccecetaae'sewiccre ces sduwae|(Q0tt 7 120 
Betsey AlbertsOn,...cccocccccrcccccsccses 84} 0 | 00 
| EV CASCY sorciesisie's sie cle obo nimionigic s > <\uicele coedle 23 seule Lo 
§/Priscilla C. Shurtliff,. occ sesesececccce 57 | 8 | 00 
LOA Aaron Ra yIMOnd sive ste desiiae cee die + cuveict 62 0 12 
12 ESGUSCVipty LIS) wnioieis atsiciale alate ween vale mis siey acts Vip 3 oT 
24|Gaura M. Darlin gy jcc .ccesmsesiesceces eooee| 261 8 | 12 
2iselMnageA. GALdNer,s ccseceeesscecacessicel*Oaa uO | 00 
SULOLENZOR, SWilt se siews owes secs ce cnbinces OOHRS 1.13 
PJames HE. Eldridge, ..ccccccserccccccccces 1 | 23 
TTMENCEE MAXIM soc ccciemia naa tec nnn easihicle| tun ON Lz 
2HIRUNZENS ICUPEZ ie wele se soe cheeakccwce es cepislfee isn ol 
QO PreddiowsTAatlsree des ceweers ae ee.cslce'e --| 15 | 6] 14 
SANGrew.L s PICKENS Je vile whicsducbosteceeset) 2001000 00 
Noy. i¢4/George A. Earle,.......... hetostadeventely 2AM 0 
AVI JAMO WING sc. c cess secccecsices«saneevoaelais 84 3 11 
221ROSAa A. ATWOOG,.cccccedeccccccccccssees -| 28 | 4] 29 
24 Minnie E. Cole, CCCP CHORE ECR EOE EOE OHO EEE 0 28 
26)Rufus FUG) \Se sinaie amie sic0 00's sissicaaiv ee eeeeee 19 8 00 
9/Mary M. Cushman,..ceccccccccccvcvcscers 6 | 26 
Dec. 20|Mary ar. WVCEKR sets ccessusses eeeeseoe 20 2 7 
25|George N. Shiverick,...cccccccssssscccvee| 17) 11} 7 
DU BDOZ CODD, ycuclana esac edie sl amins baldnsenls 3 75 4 24 
SOiCharity Benson,..crcsacccccoscacscesscccs| OL] 5 | 00 
8ilHarrison O. Pratt, .ccoscssccecees eocseses) SL!’ 3' 8 


i tt ee 





DISEASE. 





Consumption. 
Otitis. 
Consumption. 
Paralysis. 
Consumption. 
Heart Disease. 
Paralysis. 
Consumption. 
Dropsy. 


Heart Disease. 
Pneumonia. 
Typhus Fever. 
Puerperal Convulsions. 
Inflammation of Stomach. 
Apoplexy. 
Consumption. 
Chronic Rheumatism. 
Consumption. 
Disease of Spine. 
Paralysis. 
Dropsy. 
Old Age. 
Consumption. 
Abortion. 
Bright’s Disease. 
Apoplexy. 
Leucocythaemia. 
Old Age. 
Consumption. 
Inflammation of Stomach. 
Apoplexy. 
Epilectic Fits. 
Fever. 
Dropsy. 
yloeles boeea 

poplexy. 
Cancer of Stomach. 
Bilious Fever. 
Cholera Infantum. 
Apoplexy. 
Consumption. 

“ce 


Old Age. 


Cholera Infantum. 
Abdominal Tumor. 
Consumption. 

“ce 


Typhoid Fever. 
Consumption. 
‘ 


Dysentery. 
Cholera Infantum. 
Consumption. 
Typhoid Fever. 


Membrane Cramp. 
Disease of Brain. 
Consumption. 
Infantile. 
Consumption. 
Lung Fever. 
Consumption. 


Pneumonia. 
Heart Disease. 
Bronchitis. 


C. B. WOOD, Town Clerk. 


TOWN WARRANT. 


PLYMOUTH, 88. Zo James Cole, or eitherof the Constables of Middleborough. 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby re- 
quired to notify and warn all of the inhabitants of the town of Middle- 
borough qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet in the Town Hall, 
in said town, on Monday, the 15th of March inst., at 10 o’clock a.M., to 
act on the following articles, viz. : 


Ist. To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. 
2d. To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year, the fol- 
lowing officers to be voted for all on one ballot, viz.: Town Clerk, Treas- 
urer, Collector, Selectmen, Assessors, Overseers of the Poor, School Com- 
mittee, Constables, and three or more Fish Wardens. 
8d. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and bridges the 
present year. 
4th. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray the ex- 
penses of the town for the present year, and determine when the same 
shall be assessed and hew appropriated. 
5th. To choose a Board of Auditors to examine claims against the town 
and order the payment thereof. 
6th. To choose a committee to settle with their Treasurer, and report 
the condition of the treasury. 
7th. To vote to pay the Treasurer and Collector, and Sealer of Weights 
and Measures, for their services the past year. 
8th. To dispose of the town’s right to take alewives the present year, 
and act anything thereon. 
9th. To see if the town will vote that the yards of persons chosen Field 
Drivers shall be Town Pounds so long as ey remain in office, provided 
they be also chosen Pound Keepers. 
10th. To see if the town will authorize ae Overseers of the Poor to 
contract with some person to take charge of their Alms-house, and act 
anything thereon. 
llth. To allow accounts against the town and act anything thereon. 
12th. To take action in relation to clearing the highways of snow the 
present year. 
13th. To choose a committee to have the care of the Town House and 
Lot, and act anything thereon. 
14th. To hear and act upon the reports of any officers or committees of 
the town. 
15th. To see if the town will authorize their Treasurer to hire money to 
pay school teachers the present year. 
16th. To see if the town will vote to enlarge the school-house in (old) 
School District No. 18, or otherwise provide more room to accommodate 
the children in said distr ict, and act anything thereon. 
17th. To see if the town will vote to purchase a flag for the Town House. 
18th. To see if the town will vote to appropriate one hundred dollars to 
be expended by Post 8, Grand Army of the Republic, in the service of Dec- 
orating the Graves of Soldiers and Sailors on Memorial Day. 
19th. To see if the town will vote to build that part of Main street as 
ordered by the County Commissioners on the petition of George L. Soule 
and others, and act thereon. 
20th. Toseeif the town will accept an ‘‘ act concerning sidewalks” passed 
by the Legislature of this State in 1874, (Chap. 107,) and act anything thereon. 
2lst. To see if the town will adopt the Rules and Regulations of the 
Public Library, as proposed by the Trustees in their report, and act any- 
thing in relation to the Library as may be deemed expedient. | 
22d. To see if the town will vote to appropriate a sum not exceeding 
$500 to repair Walnut street, and act anything thereon. 
23d. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to carry the 
foregoing articles into effect, and act anything thereon. 
Hereof fail not, and make return of this Warrant, and of your doings 
thereon, at the time and place of said meeting. 
Given under our hands at Middleborough this first day of March, A. D. 1875. 
JOSEPH T. WOOD, Selectmen 
LEWIS LEONARD, of 
SYLVANUS F. COBB, ) Middleborough. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMIT tra. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY, 


Selectmen, Mssesdoxs, 
OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, 


Treasurer and Towr. Clerk, 
OF THE 


TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH, 


For the Financial Year ending February, 1876. 


MIDDLEBOROUGH: 
PRESS OF F. B. WASHBURN & CO. 
1876. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


February 1st, 1876. 


ScHoot Commirrer to tHE Citizens oF MiIppLEBoRoO’ :— 


All intelligent persons are agreed that the schools of a town are 
one of its most important interests. Yet, facts hardly seem to 
show that the people of Middleboro’ practically consider them so, 
whatever may be their theory. In the last Report of the Board of | 
Education, Middleboro’ stood 805th in the list of towns in the 
‘amount of school money appropriated per scholar; that is, 304 of 
the towns of the State appropriated more money per scholar than 
our town. All the small towns around us, such as Lakeville, 
Rochester, Carver, Plympton, and Halifax are ahead of us, some of 
them appropriating nearly twice as much per scholar as Middleboro’. 

If we take another table in that Report, showing the percentage 
of the valuation of the towns appropriated for schools, Middleboro’ 
stands 277th, and is still behind all the above-mentioned towns. 
At that time this town appropriated but $6000. It now appropriates 
$7500, which, it is hoped, raises us a little farthar from the foot of 
thelist. Still, our relative standing is not now, probably, a flattering 
one. ‘There is no excuse for these facts. Our town cannot plead 
poverty, nor excessive taxation. The valuation of the town, 
according to the same Report, was then $2,382,045. The amount 
appropriated for schools was only 2 1-2 mills on a dollar—not a 
very burdensome tax. The pay of our teachers is less than the 
average of the towns of Plymouth County, and considerably less 
than the average throughout the State. We do not say these things 
in a spirit of complaint, but to set before the voters of the town 
some facts which they are not, probably, aware of. 


4 


We hope the town will appropriate $8000 for schools for the 
coming year. We think this sum will be needed. There will be 
one more school in District 18 than heretofore, which will cost 
about $300. We think that some of the schools in the country 
districts should be longer. It has been customary, in most of these 
districts, to have two terms of ten weeks each, and one term of 
twelve weeks, making only thirty-two weeks in the year; while 
District 18, and two or three others, have had thirty-six weeks. 
We think all the schools should be kept thirty-six weeks, unless the 
number cf scholars is very small. This change will, of course, 
require a little more money than heretofore. We think, also, that 
some, at least, of our teachers should be paid more., So that $8000 
will be little enough for the coming year. 


THE NEW SCHOOL-HOUSE. 


During the past year a new school-house, so long needed in 
District 18, has been built, and is now occupied, enabling us to 
relieve the Primary school of its superabundance of scholars. This 
house has deen the subject of rauch unreasonable and unjust fault- 
finding. Unreasonable and unjust, because the Committee built 
just such @ house as the town authorized them to build. The town 
had fail power to build whatever kind of house it pleased, small or 
large, cheap or costiy, plain or ornamental, of brick, stone, iron, 
rosewood, or hemlock. it had only to vote for it, and appropriate 
the money to pay for it. ‘The building committee were, for the time 
being, the servants of the town, and it was their duty to build such a 
house as the town ordered for the money which the town appropriated, 
and they had no right to build any other. The town voted to build 
a plain, two-story, wooden house, not to cost over $6000, including 
the land. The committee obeyed orders implicitly, built such a 
house as the town ordered, and kept the expenses within the 
appropriation. We cannot see, therefore, how the voters of the 
town can justly blame anybody but themselves if the house does not 
suit them. If they wanted the house ornamented to the extent of 
$500 or $1000, they could have had it by voting for it. But they 
voted for a plain house, and appropriated barely money enough to 
pay for it, and carefully instructed the committee not to exceed the 
appropriation, and then blamed them because they did not build an 
ornamental house which would inevitably have cost several hundred 
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dollars more than the appropriation. Consistency is a jewel. The 
only reason why the committee put in no ventilating apparatus was 
because they knew of none worth putting in. There is a great deal 
of ventilating apparatus in the market, very nice, very expensive, 
and very useless—most of it.. We have some fine specimens of such 
in this town, and the committee did not care to have any more. 

The house is a good-looking, substantial building, thoroughly 
, good in every part, of good material and good workmanship, with 
large, convenient, comfortable, and very pleasant school-rooms, and 
ample entries and stairways. 

The rooms were made large enough so that when the increase in 
the number of scholars shall require it—as will probably be the case 
in a few years—a small addition can be made to the rear end of the 
house, and a recitation-room made for each school-room, each 
teacher be allowed an assistant, and enough scholars put into each 
room for the two teachers. ‘Thus the house will accommodate the 
equivalent of four schools. (For an exhibit of the expense of the 
house see page 16.) | 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


All our schools are now in a fair condition with respect to numbers, 
except the Grammar school. That has about twenty scholars more 
than it ought to have. ‘This state of things has been brought about 
gradually, on account of the excessive number of scholars in the 
Primary school. It was impossible to divide that schoo! for the want 
of a room, and hence the only remedy was—a remedy that has 
proved to be rather worse than the disease—to remove the surplusage 
of scholars to the next higher school. Then this school was filled 
to overflowing, and a part had to be removed to the next higher, 
and so on, until the Grammar school was reached. When the 
classes arrived here they could go no farther without an examination. 
This was an effectual barrier to the onward-flowing current, and the 
result was that the Grammar school was flooded. After the new 
house was completed, and room thus provided for the division of the ° 
Primary school, the most suitable method of relieving the Grammar 
school seemed to be to put the lowest class back into the school 
below, and the lowest class from this school into the next below, and 
soon. ‘These classes were removed from one school to another 
before they were qualified for promotion, and hence the grade of 
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scholarship in all the schools was lowered. The lowest class in each 
school at present properly belongs in the school below, and would 


not yet have been promoted but for the want of room in the Primary 
school. 


The committee proposed to put the classes back in the manner 
mentioned, but the bare proposal raised such a tempest of dissatis- 
faction—parents threatening to take their children out of school and 
send them to private schools—that the plan was givenup. It was, 
no doubt, the best thing for the schools that could have been done. 
Parents are in too much of a hurry to have their children get ahead 
from class to class, and from school to school, without much 
considering whether they are going through their studies, or going 
over or around them. If their children can be got through the 
schools at seventeen years of age, instead of nineteen or twenty, 
they seem to think they have gained so much time. ‘The truth is, 
they have lost two or three of the most valuable years of their lives 
for study ; a loss which in nineteen cases out of twenty will never 
be made up, for but very few of our scholars will ever pursue their 
studies beyond the High school. When they got through this their 
studying is done. Hence, we think it is very unwise to hurry them 
through. This is a matter, of all others, in which there is need of 
‘¢making haste slowly.” Give your children time enough to go 
thoroughly. No matter if it takes them a year longer to get ready 
for the High school. There are large numbers of children in our 
schools who will go into the High school a year too soon. It is 
better to hold them back a little, and let them get thoroughly 
prepared. Then their High school course will be much pleasanter 
and more profitable to them, and there is little danger of their 
learning too much, or exhausting the stock of knowledge if they take 
a year or two longer to get through. The most feasible way of 
relieving the crowded condition of the Grammar school seems to be 
to let it remain as it is for one more term. At the end of next term 
the first class will go into the High school. This will leave about a 
suitable number in the Grammar school. Then, no more classes 
should be promoted for a year. ‘This will divide our scholars 
equitably between the five schools. ‘There is room enough in each 
of the lower schools for all the scholars that are there. Every school 
will have enough, and no school will be excessively crowded. We 
hope the committee will meet with no opposition in carrying out 
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this measure. We think it must be done. The Grammar school 
must not be so crowded as it has been for a year past. 

We will say, for the comfort of those children who are in a great 
hurry to get to the High school, and of those parents who share in 
the feeling, that this plan will not really delay the classes. It would, 
doubtless, be better for them if it did. But it will not. If a class 
should go into the Grammar school this year, it would go in as the 
third class, (there being two classes already in the school,) and 
hence it would remain in the school three years ; whereas, if it does 
not go in until next year, it will go in as the second class, and would 
remain in the school but two years ; thus getting to the High school 
just as soon as if it went into the Grammar school this year. 

The advantage of this plan will be that the teacher of the 
Grammar school will not have more to do during the coming year 
than one person can possibly do, which she will have if a class goes 
into her school this year. After one year promotions will go on 
again as usual. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


We congratulate the young people of our town upon the excellent 
advantages which they enjoy for acquiring an education. Our High 
school is in a very effective condition, and any young person whois 
disposed to study cannot fail of success there. The course of study 
is solid and substantial, embracing about all that is usually taught 
in High schools, and the teachers are thoroughly competent to teach 
anything contained in the course. We wish that more of the young 
people of the town felt disposed to avail themselves of its advantages. 
With more than nine hundred school children in the town there ought 
to be more than fifty in our High school. There is a good prospect 
that the school will be larger next year. There is a large class in 
the Grammar school, which will enter the High school at the 
beginning of the next school year, besides quite a number from 
other parts of the town. We earnestly urge the boys and girls of 
Middleboro’ not to rest content without going through the entire 
High school course. But those who cannot very well go through 
the whole course we will endeavor to accommodate as well as we 
can. We cannot agree to allow them to pursue any studies they 
may choose, as this would introduce endless confusion into the 
school; but they may select any studies they please from the High 
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school course, (provided the teachers can arrange the recitations, 
which can. Siveinihsed be done in nearly every case,) and recite with 
the classes that are pursuing those studies. They can pursue each 
study as es as they piease, and remain in the school any number 
of terms the} please. Of course no scholar can graduate, or be 
entitled to a diploma who does not complete the entire course. 

The qualifications for admission to the High school are :— 

1.—Satisfactory examination in Reading, Spelling and Arithmetic. 

2.—The whole of Common School Arithmetic. 

3.—In Grammar, the whole of Greene’s Introduction, and ability 
to parse and analyze ordinary prose. 

4,.—The whole of Warren’s Common School Geography. 

5.—United States History completed. 

There are two' courses of study for the High school—an English 
course, and English and Classical. Those who complete the 
three years’ English course satisfactorily will be entitled to diplomas. 
We have, however, laid out a fourth year’s course for those who 
wish to pursue their studies farther, and we earnestly advise all to 
remain four years. The English and Classical course will require 
four years to complete it. 


ENGLISH COURSE. 


First year—Algebra, Physiology, Natural History, English Lan- 
ouage. 

Second year—Geometry, Arithmetic, Surveying, Natural Philos- 
ophy, Geology, English Language. 

Third year—Chemistry, Astronomy, Physical Geography or Book- 
keeping, French, History, Botany. 

Fourth year—for those who choose to remain in the school four 
years—Mental Philosophy, Moral Philosophy, French, History, 
General Review. 


ENGLISH AND CLASSICAL COURSE. 


First year—Algebra, Physiology, Natural History, Latin. 

Second year—Geometry, Arithmetic, Surveying, Natural Philos- 
ophy, Geology, Latin. 

Third year—Chemistry, Astronomy, Physical. Geography or 
Botany, French, Latin. 

Fourth year—Mental Philosophy, Book-keeping, French; Latin, 
General Review. 
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Students who are fitting for college can substitute Greek for 
English studies. Compositions and Declamations will be required 
during the entire course. 

A. course of reading in English literature will be pursued during 
the entire course. 

Hereafter our school year will commence with the Fall term, 
Cinstead of the Spring term as heretofore,) in order to make it 
correspond with nearly all schools, of every kind, throughout the 
country. Those intending to enter the High school will be examined 
at the end of the Spring term, and will go into the High school at 
the beginning of the Fall term. 


DRAWING. 


In our Report last year we called attention to the subject of 
Drawing, and expressed the hope that it would be introduced into 
all our schools. But little has been done, however, in that direction. 

- The law of our State makes Drawing a required study in all the 
schools of the Commonwealth. Itis being very generally introduced 
into the schools throughout the State. If we would not fall behind 
the other towns of the State, and deprive our children of privileges 
which others are enjoying, we must comply with this requirement of 
our statutes, and put Drawing into our schools. The committee 
have, acordingly, decided that hereafter Drawing shall be a part of 
the course of study in all our schools; ail scholars will be expected 
to take it, and all our teachers to teach it. 

No teacher need be dismayed at this, for any one who is competent 
to teach school can teach Drawing. Prof. Walter Smith, Director 
of Art Education for Massachusetts, has prepared series of drawing- 
cards and books for Primary, Intermediate, Grammar, and High 
schools, each series accompanied by a Teacher’s Manual, giving. all 
necessary instructions. Our teachers, by giving proper attention 
to the subject, with the aid of these Manuals, will find no serious 
difficulty in teaching Drawing. A Manual will be furnished for 
every teacher’s table, as other text books are, and scholars will he 
supplied with their first outfit at introduction prices, which are two- 
thirds of the retail price. The expense for each scholar will be 
trifling. 

This arrangement will go into operation at the beginning of the 
Spring term. 2 
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The appropriation of the town for schools the past year was 
$7500. Our proportion of the State School fund, unexpended last 
year, $367.61, including this year’s allowance, $325.25, making’ 
$8.192.86 in our hands that may be expended for the support of 


schools. 


The cost of the several schools has been as follows :— 


School No. 1. 


Phebe A. Gerrish, teaching, 
A. H. Soule, wood, sawing, housing, 
Willie Maloy, janitor, 


School No. 


Florence Eddy, teaching, 
Mary Hagen, teaching, 
A. H."Soule, wood, sawing, housing, 
Wm. C. Swift, wood, 1872, 
Horace Bryant, janitor, 


° 


School No. 


Mary E. Evans, teaching, 
Lura Sawin, teaching, 

A. H. Soule, wood, 
Samuel Morse, sawing, 
Paul Rinado, janitor, 


School No. 


P. P. Morton, teaching, 
Sarah A. Balcom, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 

Janitor, 


School No. 


Mary E. Thompson, teaching, 

Ella Thompson, teaching, 

Seth Deane, wood, sawing, housing, 
Frank Thompson, janitor, 


School No. 


W. Anna Harding, teaching, 
Josiah H. Thomas, wood, &c., 
Janitor, 


$261.00 
6.25 
3.00— $270.25 


$157.50 
104.00 
11.25 
2.25 
3.25— 278.25 


$165.00 
96.00 
15.00 
5.75 
3.00— 284.75 


$184.00 

96.00 

5.50 
3,00—-* 288.50" 


$80.00 

187.00 

22.00 
3.50— 292.50 


$261.50 
14.75 
3.25— 279.50 


il 


School No. 10. 


Dora M. Wing, teaching, 

Nettie F. Sampson, teaching, 
John B. Thomas, teaching, 

James Layfield, wood and housing, 
Howard Shaw, wood and housing, 
E. C. Reed, janitor, 


School No. 11. 


Sarah A. Gibbs, teaching, 
Matthew Cushing, wood and housing, 
G. N. Gammons, janitor, 


School No. 12. 


Nettie F. Sampson, teaching, 
Dora M. Wing, teaching, 
N. H. Ryder, wood and housing, 


School No. 18. 


Abbie A. Gurney, teaching, 

Galen T. Sherman, wood and housing, 
H. N. Thomas, wood, 

Willis Clark, janitor, 


School No. 14. 


Ella S. Thompson, teaching, 
Lizzie T. Alden, teaching, 
Inez M. Rogers, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 

Janitor, 


School No. 185. 


Mary C. Wood, teaching, 
Wood, sawing, 


School No. 16. 


Lillie T. Westgate, teaching, 

Martha W. White, teaching, 

Galen T. Sherman, wood and housing, 
H. Vaughan, janitor, 


School No. 17. 


Helen Harlow, teaching, 
J. A. Clark, wood and housing, 
Omer H. Tinkham, janitor, 


$75.00 
82.50 
102.00 
6.00 
11.00 
3.00— 


$240.00 
13.00 
3.00— 


$70.00 
84.00 
6.00— 


$254.00 
6.25 
1.50 
3.25— 


$82.50 
84.00 
90.00 
15.00 
3.00— 


$98.00 
4.12— 


$157.50 

96.00 

13.38 
3.00— 


$253.50 
11.75 
3.00— 


$279.50 


256.00 


160.00 


274.50 


102.12 


269.88 


268.25 
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School No. 18. 


H. C. Barden, teaching Grammar school, 
A.A. Lovell, teaching 1st Intermediate school, 
L. A. Drake, teaching 2d Intermediate school, 
M. L. Tinkham, teaching Primary school, 
Elorence Eddy, teaching Primary school, 


Wood and sawing, 


Janitor, 
School No. 
N. M. Morse, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 
School No. 


Lucinda W. Chandler, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 


School No. 


Lydia S. Robinson, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 


School No. 


S. Florence Howes, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


High School. 


J. H. Willoughby, teaching, 
Annie D. Pratt, teaching, 

Anna C. Eddy, teaching drawing, 
Heating rooms, 


For schooling children in Halifax, 1874, 


Whole amount, 


$360.00 
324.00 
306.00 
324.00 
48.00 
52.51 
11.25—$1405.76 


$278.00 
17.94 
3.00— 298.94 . 


$288.00 
19.00 
3.00— 310.00 


$288.00 
18.50 
3.00— 309.50 


$264.00 
14.75 
3.00— 281.75 


$1350.00 

400.00 

i9 EQ 
93.47— 1940.97 
24.45 
$8134.37 
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The following sums have been paid for transporting scholars to the 
High School since our last report :— 








Herbert A. Clark, $17.90 
Charles W. Briggs, | 30.00 
W. E. Clark, 22.96 
Hattie D. Burgess, 17.90 
Lizzie Cushman, 14.25 
J. Warren Pratt, 21.25 
Annie E. Leach, 30.00 
Mariquita Eddy, 30.00 
Clara Hagen, 14.25 
Abner T. Wood, 14.25 
_ Alfred Farnsworth, 1.58 
Louise Eddy, 10.00 
J. H. Vaughan, 5.90 
Sophia Thomas, 5.50 
George Leonard, 10.00 
Alfred M. Cushing, 17.00 
A. T. Clark, 10.00 
$272.34 

Addie H. Butterworth, to Grammar school, 5 terms, 25.00 
Abbie A. Atwood, to Grammar school, 7 terms, 39.00 
Henry D. Leonard, to No. 19, 8.00 
$840.34 


Incidental Hapenses. 


Walter Bryant, cleaning stove pipe, $0.50 
David Vaughan, repairing No. 8, 4.50 
W. Anna Harding, cleaning No. 8, 1.50 
Charles C. Tinkham, pulling stumps, No. 8, 6.00 
Josiah H. Thomas, work on lot No. 8, 3.00 
Soranus G. Writhington, grading lot No. 8, 30.22 
Everett Briggs, repairing and cleaning pipe, No. 2, 1.50 
Mary C. Wood, broom, 08 
Mrs. C. Gammons, cleaning house No. 10, 2.00 
Mrs. 8. B. Morse, cleaning house No. 13, 2.00 
Geo. H. Gerrish, stock and labor, No. 11, 2.25 
H. N. Thomas & Co., planing boards, 1873, 1.20 
H. N. Atwood, sundries, 3.77 
John Shaw’s bill for sundries, 25.76 
Books and crayons, High school, 18.25 
M. H. Cushing’s bill, 03 


F. E. Wood, labor and stock, 18.47 
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J. B. Tillson, labor and stock, 

Shaw & Co.’s Express, 

Ink wells and black-board erasers, 

Cleaning houses Nos. 4, 14, 20, 22, 

H. C. Coombs, for use of well, 

Thomas Hall, Philosophical apparatus, 

Hooper & Clark, sundries, 

Vaults for High school house, 

Cleaning High school rooms, 

Stoddard & Williams, labor and stock, 

Town Hall, A. J. Phipps’ lecture, 

Oliver Eaton, labor and stock, 

Shaw & Childs’ bill, sundries, 

Geo. H. Doane’s bill, sundries, 

A. Washburn, labor on new school house lot, 

S. B. Gibbs, labor on new school house lot, 

Wm. B. Wood, labor on new school house lot, 

Jas. L. Jenney, labor with team on new school house lot, 
and moving desks, 

Pierce & Page’s bill, 


Transportation of scholars, 


Whole amount for incidentals, 





$439.43 
340.34 





$779.77 
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TABLE SHOWING THE ATTENDANCE OF EACH 














SCHOOL. 
ee i 3 5 
Bae 5523 g Pe 
Number of School. ges e gas 2 a $3 
on oS S up ei ns | 
A588 An's 4 Se mee 
SE ne 4 s° 
1 15 15 10.48 .70 
‘ 2 43 43 20.49 48 
3 21 25 15.33 , 61 
4 42 51 35.60 70 
6 24 29 20.35 70 
8 36 39 25.84 .66 
10 37 36 29.96 83 
11 13 15 12.13 81 
12 10 11 8.50 77 
13 29 28 20.26 72 
14 37 42 23.81 7 
15 5 5 3.99 80 
16 21 23 14.00 61 
17 20 22 17.94 81 
18 400 
Grammar School, 85 63.33 74 
First Intermediate School 71 53.66 75 
Second os bh: 61 48.33 vie 
Primary School, 151 103.66 .69 
19 31 41 23.25 mY 
20 22 30 21.31 th 
21 23 27 18.17 67 
22 20 23 14.17 .62 
High School, 59 45.00 76 
Pratt Free School, 54. 
903%. 932 649.56 .69 2-3 





S. CHAPIN, 
A. H. SOULE, sett Committee. 
J. F. SHURTLEFF, 
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STATEMENT OF THE EXPENSE OF BUILDING THE 
SCHOOL HOUSE IN DISTRICT 18. 


The entire cost of the land purchased for school-house lot, and 
for the new street, was $1857. From this, $498 must be deducted 
for the land taken for the street, leaving $1359 as the cost of the 
school-house lot. ‘The committee have promised a piece of this to 
Mr. Lucas, which will reduce the actual cost of the school-house lot 
some hundreds more. 


Paid W. H. Southworth, as per contract, $3975.00 
W. H. Southworth for changes ordered by committee, 86.25 
W. H. Southworth for renovating, putting together, 





and setting up furniture, 76.45 
M. & M. O. Rounseville for making cellar, and partly 

grading lot, 285.00 
National School Furniture Co., 249.25 
Freight on furniture, - 15.57 
J. K. & B. Sears for plans and specifications, 18.00 
J. K. & B. Sears for boards, 2.00 
Pierce & Page for stoves, pipe, &c., 39.84 
T. C. Collins, insurance, 5.00 
Geo. Soule, chairs, 8.00 
Stoddard & Williams, stock and labor on furniture, 15.90 
Thomas Smith, chestnut posts, 3.00 
For advertising, stationery, and postage, 4.25 

Total cost of cellar, housé and furniture, $4783.51 


Add to this the cost of the lot, after deducting what will be 
received for the piece sold to Mr. Lucas, and the entire cost of the 


house and lot will be somewhat less than the amount appropriated, 
$6000. 


S. CHAPIN, 
Chairman of Building Committee. 


SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Trustees of the Middleborough Public Library. 


The Trustees chosen at the annual town meeting in 1875, at 
their first meeting thereafter, as required by the Library Regulations, 
divided themselves by lot into three classes, to serve one, two, and 
three years respectively. The result of the division is as follows :— 

For One YxuAar.—George Brayton, James M. Coombs, and 
Joseph E. Beals. Term expires in 1876. 

For Two YeEars.—W. Clarkson Ryder, Wm. H. Wood, and 
W. T. Leonard. Term expires in 1877. 

For Turee Yrars.—William R. Peirce, Noah C. Perkins, and 
Abner L. Westgate. Term expires in 1878. 

Mr. Leonard, on removing from town, resigned his position on 
the Board, and his place is now vacant. : 

More delay was experienced in the work of getting the Library 
ready for opening to the public than was anticipated at the time of 
our last Report, which delay was on account of scantiness of means. 
To secure the services of professional assistants would exhaust so 
much of our appropriation as to leave but little for the purchase of 
new books. Accordingly, the work was done by voluntary labor, 
and most of it in addition to regular daily duties, but without any 
expense to the Library. In the work of cataloguing, covering and 
preparing the books for circulation, Dr. E. $. Hathaway, Mr. Henry 
H. Sylvester, and Mr. F. T. Belcher have each rendered very 
efficient aid and assistance. Mr. W. T. Leonard, also, while a 
member of the Board, entered very heartily into the work, and his 
services were lost to us with much regret. 

At the time of our last Report we counted upon opening the 
Library with about 1200 volumes. That number has been increased 
by purchase and donations, so that the number now catalogued and on 
our shelves is 1843, which, with other books in broken sets, and not 
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yet on the catalogue, will make our number something more than 
2000. A catalogue is now in the printer’s hands, and will be ready 
for the public in a short time. 

The Library was open to the public September 27th, with Miss 
N. Josephine Bullard as Librarian. The work from that time to 
the 15th of January, when it was closed for the annual examination, 
is given in the following Report of the Lihrarian, submitted at that 
time :— , 

‘¢The number of cards issued is 608. The Library has been 
open for the delivery of books 92 days. The total number of books 
delivered has been 5138, an average of 56 per day. ‘The largest 
monthly issue has been 1580; the largest daily, 125, which would 
have been much larger had there been a sufficient number of books 
to supply the demand. The amount received from fines is $11.12.” 


Since the reopening of the Library, the number of cards issued 
has been increased to about 725, and the average number of daily 
deliveries has been also increased. ‘Timely assistance in the attend- 
ance upon the patrons has been gratuitously rendered by Mr. 
Charles M. Thatcher. The Library is open daily from four to eight 
o'clock, P. M. 


The following donations have been received during the year :— 


A.C. Wood, 2 vols. 
N. C. Perkins, 1mapand2 ‘* 
Capt. James Chase, 
Joseph E. Beals, 
Charles Higgins, 
Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell, 
Mrs. Mary May, Boston, 
John B. LeBaron, 
Mrs. Catherine Sedgwick Washburn, 
James L. Lucas, 
William R. Peirce, 
Bradford C. Burgess, 
Mrs. Ann Tisdale, 
Geo. C. Richards, 
Frank R. Eaton, 
A.C. Thomas, 
Hon. Wm. H. Wood, 
Miss Ella Tinkham, 
Abner L. Westgate, 
S. H. Sylvester, 
Mrs. Elijah Briggs, 
J.C. Vaughan and G. L. Thayer, 
U.S. Gov’t Bureau of Education, 3 pamphlets, 1 ‘*» 
Boston Public Library, 3 PS 
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Brookline Public Library, 1 pamphlet. 

Geo. H. Shaw, Littell’s Living Age, © 36 vols. 

Josiah C. Shaw, 14 vols. Atlantic Monthly, (unbound.) 

John Shaw, a file of papers containing reports of the Concord 
and Lexington Centennials. 

We also have several unbound volumes of Harper’s and other 
Magazines, and would call attention to the fact that odd volumes, 
and even odd numbers of any of the Magazines, will be thankfully 
received ; as by that means full sets may finally be made up. 

The Treasurer’s accounts for the year stand as follows :— 





Cash on hand at last Report, $20.00 
Received from Town Treasurer, ‘‘Dog money,” 459.52 
a interest. 11.49 
ih fines, tL? 
$502.13 
Paid Joshua Sherman and 8. Harlow, in part for 
fitting up shelves, ete., $60.00 
‘¢ Estes & Lauriat, books, 400.00 
‘¢ Blank book, and express on same, 10.25 
‘* Copying ‘catalogue, | 7.00 
*¢ Varnishing shelves and counter, Ny 4,25 
‘* Last year’s Report and Regulations, 2.90 
‘¢ Freight, express, stationery, etc., All 
: ——— 487.41 
Balance in hands of Treasurer, $14.72 


Other bills are remaining to be paid when the ‘‘ dog money” for 
the past year is received. 

As all Public Libraries are sustained to a greater or less degree 
by private donations, we ask every friend of our Library to remember 
that it is now an established institution of the town, and that every 
contribution, whether books or money, will add something to its 
efficiency. 

Respectfully submitted for the Trustees, 

R JOSEPH E. BEALS, Secretary. 


» f 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES—1875-6. 
Wirtiam R. Perrce, Pres. ; Noau C. Perkins, Vice Pres. ; 
JosEPH E. Brats, Sec. and Treas.; Wm. H. Woop, 
GEORGE BRAYTON, A. L. WestGate, 
W. Criarkson Ryper, Jas. M. Coomss. 





REPORT 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN & ASSESSORS, 


For the Year ending February 21st, 1876. 


The Selectmen of Middleborough present the following Report for 
the year :— 


Voted by the town for repair 6f highway, to be assessed 


on polls and estates, $5,000.00 
Overlay, 78.69 
$5,078.69 
Voted for new roads and bridges and special ‘ 
repairs, $2100 
‘¢ for clearing highway of snow, 500 
‘¢ for support of schools, $7500 
‘¢ for incidental expenses, 1000—8500 
‘¢ for support of poor, 3200 
‘¢ for support of insane, 800—4000 
‘¢ for payment on Town Hall, 5000 
‘¢ for payment on new school-house, 1000 
‘¢ for payment on interest, 3200 
‘¢ for incidental expenses and town officers, 2000 
‘¢ for decorating soldiers’ graves, 100 
‘¢ for improvement on town lot, 100 
$26,500 
Less corporation and bank tax, 3,500— $23,000.00 
State tax, 3840.00 
County tax, 3215.48 
Overlay, 628.23—7,683.71 


$30,683.71 


Dist. No. 
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HIGHWAYS. 


There has been allowed to and worked by the several Surveyors, 
as follows, viz :— 


North Section. 


Expended before 














Suryeyors. June Ist, ’75. After. 
Ellis Weston, $314.00 $69.75 
Levi F. Tinkham, 323.11 352.38 
William Downing, 304.45 210.37 
John G. Vaughan, 313.08 45.35 
Jared F. Alden, 268.77 83.51 
E. G. Shaw, Zo Des) ¥LOO.OF 
Daniel Alden, 146.20 56.49 

$1694.93 $921.82 
East Section. 
Expended before 

Surveyors, June Ist, ’75. After, 
Ebenezer C. Shaw, $52.83 $42.06 
Wm. C. Swift, 84.56 43.02 
Jas. G. Nichols, 79.00 81.04 
Isaac Bryant, 47.07 26.59 
C. C. Smith, 35.42 26.72 
P. W. Thompson, 66.07 152.18 
H. W. Atwood, AD.79 81.96 
Leonard Mitchell, 95.32 30.11 
Ezra Morse, 41.74 90.92 
James Snow, 141.75 10.92 

649.05 585.52 


South Section. 
Expended before 





Surveyors. June Ist, ’75. 
Nathaniel S. Cushing, $27.62 
Henry Hobill, 80.51 
Ebenezer Smith, 25.00 
Alpheus K. Bishop, 96.92 
John Clark, 66.66 
Elnathan Sherman, 59.17 
Josiah H. Vaughan, 130.00 
Elijah Hackett, 87.18 
Edmond Thompson, 68.27 
Simeon L. Pratt, 54.71 
S. G. Wrighington, 67°50 
Lotrop Thomas, 131.21 

$894.75 


Total repairs of highway, 


After. 
$67, 74 
9.49 
L778 
38.08 
44.89 
91.61 
50.00 
77.00 
27.50 
40.27 
20.28 
31.67 





$696.93 


Total. 
$383.75 
675.49 
014,82 
358.438 
392.28 
129,99 
202.69 





Total. 
$94.39 
127.58 
160.04 

73.66 

62.14 
218.25 
127.75 

85.43 
152.66 
152.67 





Total. 
$95.36 
90.00 
202.90 
135.00 
111.55 
150.78 


* 180.00 


164.68 
95.77 





$2616.75 


1234.57 


1591.68 


$5443.00 
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New Roaps, AND BripGes, AND SPECIAL REPAIRS. 


North Section. 
A.C. Wood, repairs on School and Centre streets, $13.00 


Ellis Weston, repairs on Star Mill bridge, 11.35 
Charles H. Dunhan, filling on Main street, 230.77 
L.S. Brown, filling on Main street, 42.70 
New bridge at shovel works, 152.66 
John C. Reed, for building street from High to 

Centre streets, 100.00 
Widow Jared Keith, stones for Alden’s bridge, 5.00 
Solomon White, for culvert by his house, 5.00 
Andrew L. Alden, mowing bushes, 10.40 
Repairing Turnpike bridge, (in June,) 23.60 
Rebuilding culvert near 8. Beal’s, 28.00 
Rebuilding Turnpike bridge— 

Wm. Downing, team work, $39.90 

George Shaw, laying, stone, 40.53 

Thomas W. Bump, laying stone, 39.10 

Ezra 8S. Chase, laying stone, 17.10 

Alden B. Bump, stone work, 28.75 


A. W. Washburn, stone work, &c., 138.40 
J. H, Perkins, work, &c., stone, 56.90 
Roland Bunker, work on stone, &¢c., 23.75 





Lewis Leonard, cash paid for lumber, ‘ 
freight, and labor, 196.30 
Soranus Wentworth, labor, 11.00 
J.C. Wilson, repairing tools, 5.00 
Hooper & Clark, powder &c., 2.00 
$469.73 
Less old lumber sold, 11.89 — 457.84. 


J. F. Alden, culvert near S. White’s, $25.58 
J. F. Alden, culvert near Mrs. Robinson’s, 11.60— 37.18 
Sidewalks between Pratt Free School and store, 13.25 





$1181.18 
East Section. 

J. B. Ramsdell, repairs on Plymouth street, $4.00. 
Leonard Mitchell, widening Auburn street, 60.00 
Ira Bryant, work on Plympton street, 128.97 
C. C. Smith, culvert near Darius Smith’s, 14.57 
James Snow, repairing Muttock hill, and paving 

gutter, 3 19.03 
H. Arnold, laying pipe, 8.25 
Thomas Smith, railing on Sachem street, §1.13 


Repairing Woodward and Covington’s bridges, 16.50 
297.45 
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South Section. 





Nathaniel S. Cushing, building bridge, $30.62 
Henry Hobill, work on France street, 110.88 
John Clark, work on Pond street, 53.80 
Elnathan Sherman, building a culvert on Pond 

street, 16.00 
O. W. Carver, building a part of Walnut street, 360.00 
Elnathan Sherman, work on Walnut street, 101.05 
Richard C. Smith, blasting rock on Walnut street, 83.27 
Dexter Leach, Walnut street, 1.50 
Sylvanus Hinckley, work on Chestnut street, 68.78 
Elnathan Sherman, work on Chestnut street, 65.36 
Charles C. Tinkham, work on Chestnut street, 57.45 
George 8S. Leonard, work on Chestnut street, 36.26 
Isaac N. Vaughan, for culvert, 20.80 
Andrew C. Wood, repairs on Wareham street, 115.00 
Edmond Thompson, on Wood street, 11.00 
Hopestill Bisbee, mowing bushes, 10.50 
Nathaniel Shurtleff, on Bridge street, 4.25 
Josiah H. Vaughan, repairs, 25.40 

$1171.92 
a $2650.55 
; Snow Bits. 


North Section. 





Ellis Weston, $29.30 
L. F. Tinkham, 5.70 
Wm. Downing, 5.70 
Wm. B. Wood, 45.17 
John G. Vaughan, 16.70 
R..W. Eaton, 38.43 
James F. Eldridge, 12.70 
Jared F. Alden, 16.27 
E. G. Shaw, 3.60 
Wm. B. White, 6.70 
A. R. Dunham, 4.50 
A.W. Washburn, 2.95 
Daniel Alden, 9.55 
$197.27 
East Section. 
Augustus W. Thomas, $47.42 
Wm. C. Swift, 13.80 
A. T. Savery, 50.25 
James G. Nichols, 47.10 


Arad Bryant, 32.70 


C. C. Smith, 

P. W..Thompson, 
J. B. Ramsdell, 
H. W. Atwood, 
Arad Covington, 
Ezra Morse, 

S. Hinckley, 


South Section. 


Nathaniel S. Cushing, 
Henry Hobill, 
Thomas M. LeBaron, 
Elisha T. Benson, 
John Clark, 

Elnathan Sherman, 
B. P. W. Lovell, 
Alden Miller, 

Elijah Hackett, 
Edmond Thompson, 
Chas. C. Tinkham, 

S. G. Wrighington, 
Lothrop Thomas, 
Lothrop Thomas, 1874 


TOWN 


Paid C. B. Wood, Treasurer and Town Clerk, 


C. B. Wood, Overseer of Poor, 
A. C. Wood, Overseer of Poor, 
Milton Alden, Overseer of Poor, 


J.T. Wood, Selectmen and Assessor, 
Lewis Leonard, Selectman and Assessor, 


S. F. Cobb, Selectman and Assessor, 
S. Chapin, School Committee, 
A. H. Soule, School Committee, 


James KF. Shurtleff, School Committee, 


Augustus Pratt, Auditor, 

James Cole, Constable, 

Leander M. Alden, Constable, 
Stillman Benson, Com. on Roads, 


OFFICERS. 


$450.00 
23.00 
50.00 
L710 
219.25 
188.75 
228.00 
129.00 
101.00 
90.00 
Tae. 
62.50 
5.00 


2.50 


$295.43 


377.73 





$870.43 


——— $1563.85 


4 
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INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Paid J. T. Washburn, white-washing Lock-up, $5.86 


S. Hinckley, auctioneer’s services, 9.00 
George Soule, room for weights and meas- 
ures, moving, &c., 20.25 
J. G. Sparrow, sign board, 2.50 
E. T. Jencks, for ‘steel for drills, 1.44 
P. A. Wales, for pump, 40.00 
Platform and trough for pump, 13.60 
L. M. Alden, for pumping out well, 1.00 
J.C. McAllister & Sons, fixing drills, 4.91 
J. M. Coombs, printing Town Se ¢ 
Report, 1875, $128.80 , — "\8] 
J. M. Coombs, printing new voting ee 
list, 30.00 


J. M. Coombs, miscellaneous print- 
ing, 174.00— 832.80 
F. 8. Churchill, damage to horse and car- 
riage by defect in highway near Seth 














Shurtleft’s, 62.50 
G. H. Doane, for drain pipe, &c., 39.74 
Pierce Academy, for armory rent, 300.00 
Hartley Waod, for land and gravel, 15.00 
John Shaw, for blank books, &c., ° 4.70 
J. C. Sullivan, for writing petitions, &c., 5.50 
858.80 
Total town officers and incidental expenses, $2422.65 
Less armory rent, (repaid by the State, ) 300.00 
$2122.65 
RECAPITULATION. 
Expended on highways in North Section, $2616.75 
Expended on highways in East Section, 1234.57 
Expended on highways in South Section, 1591.68— $5443.00 


New roads and special repairs, North Section, 1181.18 
New roads and special repairs, East Section, 297.45 
New roads and special repairs, South Section, 1171.92— 2650.55 


Snow bills in North Se¢tion, 197.27 

Snow bills in East Section, _ 295.48 

Snow bills in South Section, ; 377.73— + 870.43 

Town oflicers, 1563.85 . 

Incidental expenses, (less armory rent, ) 558.80— 2122.65 
Total, . $11,086.63 


There has been but little expended for guide-boards, but we think 
they are in fair condition. 
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FISH ACCOUNT. 
Received from sale of fish, the purchaser to pay all bills 


for taking and inspecting, except above the Star 
Mills dam, and to receive all money due from other 


towns for watching and inspecting, $450.00 
Paid W. H. Osborne, for legal services before the um 
Committee of the Legislature, $17.90 ; 
S. Hinckley’s bill to Boston on same service, 16.00 © 
J.T. Wood’s bill to Boston on same service, 12.90 
Wim. B, Wood, for watching in 1873, — 8.00— 53.90 
Net income, $396.10 
Lakeville’s proportion, ) $71.41 


Middleborough’s proportion, 324.69 


$396.10 


It will be seen that the appropriation for the repair of highways 
has been exceeded by several hundred dollars, and yet we think all 
will agree that our roads are none too good. We have named the 
same sum in our estimate this year as last, but we think that if the 
amount was increased and properly expended, it would be a judicious 
investment. } | 

We have also expended more than the estimate for special repairs, 
which increase was caused, mainly, by our having to rebuild the. 
Turnpike bridge, which was not anticipated so soon. ‘The stone 
work has been raised about eighteen inches, thoroughly repaired, 
and the wood work made entirely new, of good southern pine. It 
is now a substantial structure, and, we think, will last a long fime. 
We think that there will be moré than the usual amount of new 
roads and special repairs the coming year, and have increased the 
estimate accordingly. - We have also included in our estimate $200 
for sidewalks, as we think there will be something needed for that 
purpose. big? 

We recommend a change in the method of expending the highway 
money. While some surveyors have complied with the instructions 
of the town, and employed help as reasonable as they could, others 
have paid their help from twenty-five to fifty cents per day more — 
than they would have received if at work for individuals. While 
we do not wish to reduce the price of labor, we do think that the 
‘own ought to employ labor at as low prices as individuals. 


+ 2y, 
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We are well aware that the repair of the highways.is a troublesome 
matter, and one about which there is great difference of opinion. 
If the town is not ready to choose road commissioners, we would 
recommend either that the whole matter be put into the hands of a 
committee of three, or more, who will appoint agents for the 
different sections or districts, and have the general control of the 
whole matter; or, if the town prefers to choose surveyors as 
heretofore, that the matter of prices to be paid to, and by the 
surveyors, be put in the hands of a committee, with full power to 
regulate and equalize the same as they shall think best for the 
whole town. 


LIABILITIES AND RESOURCES OF THE TOWN, 
FEBRUARY 2ist, 1876. 


Liabilities. 

Principal. Interest. 

Due New Bedford Institution for 
Savings, - $22,000.00 $244.99 
Middleboro’ Savings Bank, 10,000.00 93.34 
Plymouth Savings Bank, 3,000.00 17.50 

I. H. Boardman, Newbury- 
port, 5,000.00 40.00 
_ Various individuals, Pes LW bets BSS a0 iY: 
$43,139.00 $551.41— $43,690.41 
Teachers, &c., for present school term, estimated, 2,800.00 





Town officers, and committees, estimated, 790.00 
P. Washburn, for land damage, 200.00 | 
On unpaid orders and outstanding bills, about ~ 375.00 
Town of Lakeville, on herring account, 1875, 71.41 
Probable loss on taxes now in Collector’s hands, 400.00 
Total liabilities, $48,286.82 
Resources. 
Cash on hand, February 21st, 1876, $6,338.40 
Due on taxes of 1875 in Collector’ s hands, $2195.78 
of WES. Me 559.14 
3)k ROU TR es 2: as 104.54 ; 
*¢ $1872 and previous years, 23.39 2,883.05 


For betterments assessed in 1875, 595.00 
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Due from State for State aid, $1.750.00 
From State for rent of armory, 35.00 
Tatal resources, $11,601.45 
Balance against the town, 36,685.37 
$48,286.82 


ESTIMATE FOR A TAX FOR 1876. 








For the repair of highways, $5,000 
New roads and bridges and special repairs, $2,500 
The support of school, $8,000 
Incidental school expenses, 1,000— 9,000 
Support of poor, 3,200 
Support of insane, 800— 4,006 
Incidental expenses and town officers, 2,100. 
Payment on ‘Town House, 3,000 
Payment on new school house, 1,000 
Payment of interest on debt, 2,800 | 
Making and repair of sidewalks, 200 
$26,600 
Less corporation and bank tax, 3,900 
$23,100 


ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT. 


Number of polls assessed May Ist, 1875, 1400 
Amount of real estate assessed May Ist,’75, $1,965,174 
Amount of personal estate assessed May 

Ist, 1875, 460,183 
Total, — $2,425,357 
Per cent. assessed on town tax, $11.50 per $1000% Poll tax, $2.00 
Per cent. assessed on highway tax, $1.75 per $1000. Poll tax, $0.60 





Number of horses in town, May Ist, 1875, 667 
Number of cows in town, May Ist, 1875, 684 
Number of sheep in town, May Ist, 1875, 97 
Number of houses taxed, 975 
Number of acres of land taxed, 38,090 


Taxes remitted January 24th, 1876, as uncollectable, (1875 
and previous years’ taxes, ) $551.49 
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At a meeting last Spring, the town declined to take any action 
in reference to a new valuation, but, at the suggestion of several 
tax-payers, we call the attention of the town to the subject again. 
There has been no géneral valuation taken since 1867. Since then ' 
there has, of course, been considerable changes in the value of real 
estate, not only in the different sections of the town, but also of 
different kinds in the same section. The Assessors have endeavored 
to equalize this inequality to some extent, but nothing short of a 
general valuation would probably be satisfactory. 


JOSEPH T WOOD, Selectmen & Assessors 
LEWIS LEONARD, of 


SYLVESTER F. COBB, Middleborough. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER AND COLLECTOR, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY ist, 1876. 








Dr. 
” Cash on hand, as per report of 1875, $9,122.13 
Unpaid taxes, . 3,090.55— $12,212.68 
Received as follows :— 
From Thomas Wood, 600.00 
H. D. Crossman, for schooling for 
James Southworth, 4.50 
For wood sold, 9.00 
From $8. Mendal, for stone; 9.50 
Middleboro’ Savings Bank, 5,000.00 
Hinckley & Carver, on act. of fish, 450.00 
I. H. Boardman,’ 5,000.00 
N. E. Trust’Co., interest, and inter- 
est and summons on taxes, 747.88 
B. Richmond, for license, 10.00— 11,826.88 
James Cole, for betterments, 25.00 
hk. B. Thomas, for betterments, 20.00 
State Treasurer, for corporation tax, 2,287.63 
State Treasurer, for State aid, 1,5:79.208 
State Treasurer, for armory rent, 46.00 
State Treasurer, for armory rent, 220.00 
State Treasurer, for National Bank 
tax, 1,234.80 
State Treasurer, for income of school 
fund, 325.29 
Town Hall Committee, 200.00 
Town of Rochester for schooling 
children, 12.75 
For use of Lock-up, 2.00 
Circus license, 10.00 
Town map, 39— 5,962.98 
Amount of taxes for collection in bills committedin’75, 35,842.58 
$65,845.12 
Cr. 
Paid School Committee’s orders, $9,216.11 
Selectmen and Auditors’ orders, 11,984.08 
Town House Committee’s orders, * 685.01 
School House Building Committee’s 
orders, 4,762.72 
Overseers of the Poor, orders, 1 3,943.08 
Assessors’ orders, 186,48 


Joseph E. Beals, Treasurer of the 
Board of Trustees of the Public 
Library, dog money, 459.52 
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Paid George L. Soule, for return of deaths 


in 1874, $15.00 
H. H. Shaw, for return of deaths in 

1874, 1.50 
P. Washburn, for deed of land for 

school house, 1,857.00 


Town Clerk, for obtaining, recording 
and indexing the marriages, 


birth and deaths in 1874, 64.85 
S. B. Gibbs, order to A. Brigham 
for concreteing sidewalk, 121.11 
S. Harlow, Quarter-Master Post 8, 
G. A. R., 100.00— $33,346.41 
C. B. Wood, for services as Treas- 
urer and Collector for 1874-5, 450.00 
Wm. B. Wood, work on town lot, 10.72 


Albert Alden, on act. of insurance 


policy, 15.00 
Wm. B. Wood, sealer of weights and 
measures, 10.00 
Wm. R. Sever, County Treasurer, 
County tax, 3,215.48 
State Treasurer, State tax, 3,840.00 
B. F. Tripp, for night watch, 50.00 
S. Chapin, services as Building Com: Hf 45.00 
ve pak ee Ue he) 0) UCL 30.00 
Committee on Town Houde lot, set 
to Wm. B. Wood, 100.00 
State Treasurer, on act. of corp. tax, 29.65 
Sundries, 32.85 
State aid, | 1,600.23 
Remittances, 551.49 
~ Unpaid taxes, 2,883.05 
Paid notes and interest, 13,296.84 
Cash on hand, 6,338.40— 32,498.71 


$65,845.12 
C. B. WOOD, Treasurer and Collector. 





MippLesoro’, Fepruary 18th, 1876. 


The undersigned, a Committee chosen by the town to settle with 
their Treasurer, hereby certify that they have attended to that duty, 
and find the foregoing accounts correct and properly vouched for 
from February 1st, 1875, to February 1st, 1876. 


GEORGE BRAYTON. 
A. C. Woop. 
I. F. Arwoop. 


Bo 
REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY Isr, 1876. 


Amount of money drawn from the Town Treasury, $3943.03 
Received from Town of Freetown, for George W. 
Ellis, $9.00 
Town of Acushnet, for E. W. 
Braley, 46.32 
Town of Wareham, for W. Chub- 
buck, 44.50 
Town of Plymouth, for Mrs. 
Peppley, 9.14 
City of N Bedford, for Mrs. 
K. M. Hoyt, 75.12 
O. Littlejohn, on account of Chas, 
L. Littlejohn, 100.00 
A.C. Wood, for cow sold, 30.00 
a Ramadell: on account of 
Mrs. Betsey Tinkham, 20.00 
Edward Lynch, 2.50 
For calves, hog, and farm produce 
sold, 90.87—426.95 
$4369.98 


_—_ 


Paid out as follows, viz :— 


For support of paupers in the almshouse, $1071.87 
Out of the almshouse to the following persons and fam- 
ilies :— 
Mrs. Jane E. Richmond, $54.00 
Mrs. Ellen McCarty, 15.00 
Mrs. C. M. Packard, 45.50 
Mrs. Ruth Bennett, 8.75 
Mrs. Levi Chase, : 52.00 
Mrs. Andrew M. Perry, 130.00 
Mrs. Louisa F. Smith, 82.50 
Mrs. Robert W. Weston, 39.66 
Mrs. Betsey C. Thomas, 12.85 
Mrs. Lucy B. Tinkham, 32.00 
Mrs. Wybra Weeks, 49.00 
Mrs. Rachel Bump, 34.00 
Mrs. Lydia Jones, 37.85 
Mrs. Lucy B. Young, 13.48 
Mrs. Clinton D. Cole, 13.00 


Edwin J. Westgate, 67.75 


* 


On 
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Geo. H. Thompson, 

Elkanah Thompson, 

James D. Reed, 

Sally Benson, 

Levi M. Westgate, 

Chas. H. Lawrence, . 

Sally M. Cobb, 

Emerson P. Morse, 

Ephram S. Bell, 

Alexander Raymond, 

Stillman B. Morse, 

John W. Griffith, 

Samuel N. Morse, 

Elias Purrington, 

Allen Pratt, % 
Betsey C. Cobb, 

Daniel Cobb, 

Gilbert A. Lyon, 

Patrick Mulligan, 

Town of Freetown, for Geo. W. Ellis, 
Town of Acushnet, for E. W. Braley, 
Town of Wareham, for W. Chubbuck, 
Town of Plympton, for Sarah Peppley, 
Town of Rochester, for Mrs. Johnson, 
Town of Carver, for L. Sears, 

City of New Bedford, for Eunice M. Hoyt, 


In Taunton Lunatic Hospital. 


Thomas J. Shaw, 
Stephen Gammons, 
Harriet Elmes, 
Richard Meade, 


Dr. 8. Chapin, for balance of his year, 

Reuben Harlow, for balance of his year, 

A.C. Wood, expenses to Ipswich, 

Materials and labor for repairing almshouse and 
buildings, 

Thomas .M. LeBaron and wife, services for 11 
months, 

Dr. E. N. Drake, for professional services for 10 
months, 





Whole number in the almshouse during the year, 
Of which number were transient, 





$4.00 
102.98 
14.75 
92.00 
10.76 
42.78 
79.50 
78.00 
22.50 
20.00 
133.83 
54.25 
25.75 
5.00 
3.00 
45.50 
50.00 
86.11 
2.86 
6.00 
46.32 
44.50 
9.14 
8.64 
6.00 
121.25 
$1758.71 


206.65 
230.95 
204.24 
182.05— 823.89 


5.00 
95.03 
6.45 
40.28 
527.08 


41.67— 715.51 





$4369.98 


559 
519 
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Remaining the whole time, 9 


Present number inthe almshouse, 21 
Whole number weeks for one person, 10438 
Of which were transient, 79 
Average number for the year, 20) 
Average expense per week, excluding interest on farm and 

salaries, $1.07 
Average expense per week, including interest on farm and 

salaries, $1.93 


There have been two deaths in the almshouse during the year, viz :— 


Joseph Benson, who died April 29th, age 77. 
Hepsibah Leonard, who died October 5th, age 87. 


Amount of real estate, February Ist, 1875, $3700.00 
Amount of personal estate, Feb. 1st, 1875, 1478.15—$5178.15 
Amount of real estate, February 1st, 1876, 3700.00 
Amount of personal estate, Feb. Ist, 1876, 1652.00— 5352.00 


C. B. WOOD, 
One of the Overseers of the Poor. 
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REPORT OF TOWN HALL COMMITTEE, 1875-6. 


The report herewith presented dates from the report of last year, 
and includes the unexpired month under last year’s contract; also 
the three weeks in April when the hall was under the charge of the 
Selectmen, and the balance of the year to the time of rendering this 
report, covering a full year’s transactions, 


Received for rent of hall and rooms, $551.50 
The expenses of the year have been as follows :-— 


Wm. B. Wood, as janitor, to April 1, 1875, 


under last year’s contract, $45.00 
Chas. A. Wood, as janitor, three weeks in 
April, under the Selectmen, 30.00 


Wm. B. Wood, 45 weeks, to March 1, 1876, 405.00 
Gas bills, January, 1875, $10.80 


February, 12.37— $23.25 
Less overcharge, . 2.80— 20.45 

~ March, 9.795 

April, 26.62 
May, 6.00— 42.37 

June, | 3.37 
July 1 to October 1, 16.30— 19.67 
October 1 to January 1, 53.30 
Coal, 189.50 
G. H. Doane’s bill, hardware and supplies, 16:51 
F. E. Wood, setting glass, etc., 10.00 
New gas burners and shades, 5.90 
Pine wood for kindling, , 4.00 


Sundry items, including repairs to steam pipes 
and fittings, matches, soap, shavings, etc., 18.29— $859.59 


The items of receipts and expenditures are on file with the 
Selectmen. 


Of the receipts there has been paid into the hands of the 
Town Treasurer, $200.00 





The following orders have been drawn upon the Town Treasurer :— 


March 27, ’75. Wm. B. Wood, janitor, $100.00 
June 9,775. N.D. Wilbur, gas bills, 42.37 
June 9,775. N. D. Wilbur, gas bills, 20.45 
Sept. 4.’75. Wm. B. Wood, janitor, 150.00 


Oct. 21,’75. H.W. Durfee, coal. 189.50— $502.32 


O7 








Cash in hands of Committee at last year, $9.13 
Received during the year, 551.50 
: $560.63 
Paid out during the year, from hall receipts, 553.62 
Balance in hands of committee, $7.01 

March Ist, there will be due from the County for six 
months’ rent of Court Room, $100.00 

March ist, there will be due to Wm. B. Wood, for 
services as janitor, 128.59 

Construction of Drive across Town Lot. 

Appropriation for same, $100.00 
Stone sold, 5.00 
$105.00 

Paid Ellis Weston, order on Treasurer, $99.75 
K. Thomos, gravel and carting, d.00— 104.75 
Unexpended, 25 


Under the appropriation for remedying the echo in the Hall no 


expenditure has been made, as the committee have been unable to 
find any remedy which they were satisfied would prove successful, 
and which could: be applied for the sum appropriated. We are of 
the opinion that the Hall is improving in its acoustic properties, but 
would recommend that the appropriation be continued another year. 
We would also recommend that the town appropriate the sum of 
one hundred and fifty dollars for setting shade trees and otherwise 
improving the town lot. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOS. E. BEALS, 
WM. B. WOOD, 


Commnnvittee. 
JAS. M. COOMBS, 
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MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN MIDDLBORO’ IN 1875. 











DATE. 


NAME. 

















| RESIDENCE. NAME. : | RESIDENCE. 
Jan. 6 Robert L. Adams, Middleboro’. Annie E, Banks, Middleboro’. 
12| Lance De Jongh, es Emeline F, Cole, a 
24'Geo. HE. Standish, 4 Eva A. Blanchard, . Plympton. 
27| Harrison G. Cole, Carver. |Rebecca Richards, . . |Carver. 
Feb. 17)Herbert L. Ellis, . Middleboro’, |M. Ellen Benson, . |Middleboro’. 
17 Joseph E. Barden, . “ Catherine E, Perkins . " 
20 Warren D. Woodbury, . | Boston. |Martha M. Maxim, . , ss 
23\John A. Sanford, . |Middleboro’. |Margaret A. Richards,. |Medway. 
March 16 Frank Roberts, “6 Anna E. Perkins, . |Middleboro’. 
18\George F. Day, . ot Mary E. Whitcomb, . $s 
23|Henry C. Tinkham, se Emma C. Corlson, New Bedford. 
31\Geo. A. Earle, re |Emma A. Howard, . Sandwich. 
April 5/Frank A. Osborne, as May L. Gibbs, . Middleboro’. 
7\ Luther 8. Bailey, as Lydia M. Cook, . Kingston. 
8)Perez 8. Wade, Plymouth. ‘Betsey Hathaway, . Plymouth. 
25|Gustave Benson, . Middleboro’. Harriet F. Standish, Middleboro’. 
May 2'Chas. L. Washburn, ‘“ Hannah J. Cole, . “s 
20| Obed Ripley, . . |Kingston. \Mary A. Fuller, . ‘ 
25\ James M. Coombs, . , |Middleboro’, ‘AnnaJ. Hancock, . |Edgartown. 
26\ Elbridge C. Holloway, . | Lakeville. |Agnes T. Savory, . |Middleboro’ 
26|Chas. L. Starkey, . |Middleboro’. Mary E. Harlow, . “ 
June 3 Samuel N. Maxim, . ne |Lucy A. Barrows, +e 
9|Asa W. Morrill, e Abbie Frost, 3 re 
8|Edward F, Kingman, Brockton. |Laura H, Pickens, . up 
17| Albert F, Atwood, Carver. Hannah W, Freeman, , |Carver. 
12)Minor W. Thompson, . | Middleboro’. |Nettie F. Robbins, Lakeville. 
26\David T. McCallister, . sé Ida Gibbs, . . . . .,/Sandwich. 
July 12\Geo. W. Francis, . Mattapoisett. Elizabeth L. Dexter, . |Mattapoisett, 
4\Isaac W. Shaw, Carver. Sarah N, Thomas, . ‘Middleboro’, 
Aug. 9/Charles H. Shaw, . Middleboro’. Ellen A. Morse 6s 
'15|Hosea W. Aldrich, . Pe Carrie L. Sparrow, . as 
18/Robert R. Robinson, ES Carrie F', Davis, . “ 
22|Chas. A, Jones, ‘6 Susan I. Haskell, +6 
Sept. 23|Joseph B. Simmons, Boston, Abbie L. Jenks, . £ 
Oct. 6|Levi B. Tinkham, Middleboro’, Julia 8. Vaughan, se 
12\Franklin Altro, Brockton, \Hattie Estes, . , . Brockton, 
13|Andrew Case, . Middleboro’, Mary C, Washburn, Middleboro’, 
13/Geo. R. Sampson, ; d Clara J. LeBaron, “& 
30'Clarence E, White,. . a Emma M. Babson, . Boston, 
Nov. 6/Olop D. Davis, ; 6 Ingar Pehrson, . |Middleboro’, 
13|Daniel 8. Collins, ody Malissey A. Bonney, “ 
17|\John B. Thomas, “ 8. Addie Thomas, “ 
24/Luther B. Pratt, . “ Lizzie O. Swift, Sandwich. 
25|Moses 8. Keene, . X “ Mary A, Wood, Middleboro’. 
25| William M. Haskins, . |Lakeville. Emma F. Pease, . “6 
25|Allerton Thompson, . |Middleboro’, Ella F. Jones, . “ 
25|Chester F, Savory, . “ Ella E. F. Snow, . “ 
80|Andrew M. Wood, ss L. Ardelle Perkins... . “ 
Dec. 12/Chas. W. Westgate, . |Wareham. Rachel L. Gallt, . . |Wareham. 
15|Henry L. LeBaron, . Middleboro’. Eva G. Smith,. . Middleboro’. 
22) William H. Allen, . |Wareham, a 


22|Henry G. Case., 


Middleboro’. 





Dora A, McFarlin, 
Ella A. Hull, S 


“ce 





Cc. B. WOOD, 


Town Clerk. 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN MIDDLEBORO’ IN 1875. 
es 

DATE... NAME. re | ra) 2 | DISEASE. 

bys AlAlaA ark 

Jan. 3) William O’Donnell,........-. 79 | 6 Old Age. 

24/Venus Thompson,.......---. 78| 8} 6/Old Age. 

Feb. 24/Ada M. Wright,............. 125 | 5 Bright’s Disease. 
2\Clara N. Tisdale,............ 27 |10 Consumption. 
3\Jane S. Thompson,.......... 74 }11 Bilious Fever. 
4\Huniwell D. Earle,.......... as | Burn. 
9|William Ives, (colored,)....- 65 Dropsy. 

12|Rev. Joseph Hutchinson,....|74 

16|Consider Fuller,............. 80 Pneumonia. 
16|Betsey C. Thomas,......---- 93 | 8|13 |Old Age. 
17|William Smith, (colored,)...|58 Accident. 
18|George Gox,.-.---+.+-+--eee 69 Fracture of Scull. 
18\Emily F. Parry,......-.....- 29 |10| 4 |Peritonitis. 

25 ANNA We! WOO, « « oe: 0's 6:0 e's 70| 7 |14|Pneumonia. 

26, Eddie C. Gammons,--------- 1| 6|23 |Whooping Cough. 

March 1/Philander Robbins,....-.... 67 |10 Suicide. 

SEAT Unie oi! chars aletsininta’s a'a'e's 65 | 6| 4|Pneumonia. 
14\Cephas Shaw,.-.-.------.--.- TUEG Hernia. 
18\Sarah W. Wilbur,........... 41 | 1|10 |Consumption. 
19|Maria L. Harlow.........-.. 57 25 |Apoplexy. 
26|Edward N. Tripp,----------- 2/3 Croup. 

April 8)/William Bell,............... 79| 9 |23 |Old Age. 

18|Anna Harris, (colored,)...../14 Gonsumption. 
[SiTesac Harlow tkicess eee ees sss 65 20 |Chronie Bronchitis. 
30|\Joseph Benson............-. 79 Unknown. 
9|Andrew W. Weston,........ 1\ 
May 20)Rey. Charles 8. Macready,...|40| 7 12 |Suicide. 
LDora: Westone tee occ ewes 57 |10 | 7 |Insanity. 
10|Lewis Tinkham,........+.... 153 | 8 Kidney Complaint. 
12|Michael Houlihan, ........... 35 Accident. 
22\Fanny Standish,.........+... 72 |11 |22 |General Debility. 
24\Irene Washburn,...........- 37 |11 Pneumonia. 
31\Seth B. Paty,......--------- '29 |11 |20 |Consumption. 

June 19\James Murphy,...-........- 10 |16 |Croup. 

21|Benjamin G. Thrasher,...... 54 3 |Kidney Complaint. 
25\Sarah Pratt,......-cseesseee 54 Bright's Disease. 
27\Timothy Pittsley,..-........ 69 Consumption. 
25|Albert W. Bryant,.......---- 1| 1/26 |Diptheria. 
16|Mary W. Soule,...-.---++++- 61| 5 |28 |Cancer. 

July 3 Smith,.......-+ee-eeee 20 |\Croup. 
5|\George Cushman,...---+++-- 76 | 2/18 |Apoplexy. 

11/Rebecca Raymond,......---- 39 Fits. 
17\Branch Holmes,.........-+-- 29 | 9 |27 |\Consumption. 
21|/William W. Briggs,--------- 24) 2) 3|Consumption. 

Aug. 13)Huldah Ryder,......--..+--. 90 |10 |27 |Old Age. 

14|Nancy B. Barden,.....------ 30| 6|14 |Consumption. 
27|William B. White,........--- 61 11 |16 |Paralysis. 
4|Margaret T’. Harrington,...-. 1; 8 Cholera Infantum. 
7\Sylvanus Westgate,......... 60 | 5 |380 |Consumption. 
28|Mahala Keene,......---- . |59| 5| 4|Dysentery. 

Sept. 20)Susan L. Carpenter,.--...---- 63 Disease of Liver. 
1\Sarah EB. Chase,....----seee- 25| 8 Phthisis Pulmonalis. 
2\Sally Bailey,.....-+-+- +--+: 74 13|Apoplexy. 
4|\_—_-—— LeBaron, ..--.-.--+-.. 3 Cholera Infantum. 


















































. s M 
DATE. NAME. | | 3 | H | DISEASE. 
Ik IAlA 
5|Willard S. Wood,..--....... 1| 2)10|Cholera Infantum. 
9| Jane W. Collins,............ 20 | 7/10 |Consumption. 
13| Everett P. Westgate,........ 6 Cancer. 
17|\Prudence K. Ward,.......... C917 Dropsy. 
Oct. 3/Justus B. Thomas,.......... 29 | 5 |25 |Typhoid Fever. 
6 Hepsibah Leonard,.......... 88 | 9 Old Age. 
18|Susan G. Thomas,.......... 51| 9| 8 |Consumption. 
20|Priscilla Bryant,......-..... 76 | 2/20 |Heart Disease. 
Qi on) CLEAIG, saein ese else a's kee 76| 5. Abscess in Throat. 
DU RAS CIBOTE Wks okies ba) sle'e' ws 81| 5 |23 |Old Age. 
30|Marcia W. Brown,..--....... 38 | 4/23 |Pneumonia. 
DOP OUI ATO OD pais eicie pis sisid vie bbe © 85| 3| 3 |Old Age. 
NOV ese OMAR Se HOLITS. oi week 3's 51) 6| 4|Conjestion of Lungs. 
5 DUTT EDs Wis ain Sipe tie) e a's 1 |Premature Birth. 
10|Edward Murphy,............ 25| 4| 2|Fracture of Scull. 
LG Pacoh PIMA m ey se ssc obs « 711.2 Killed by Horse. 
17 Augusta Clark, ...2...6.04. 75 | 8 |17 |Pneumonia. 
18) Annie J. Southworth,........ 16| 1/11 |Searlet Fever. 
25|Susan S. Glark,............. 92/11 Pneumonia. 
Dec. 1/Emily Fuller, --...5....6.... 28 | 2|23 |Child Birth. 
4 Thatcher,........ 1 |Infantile. 
7|Ella F. Southworth,......... 14] 2 Canker Rash. 
8|Deborah Sherman,.......... 77 | 7 |22 |Tumor. 
9) Abigail Keith,........ 0.00.6. 83 | 9| 7 |Dropsy. 
16|Fannie M. Cushman,........ 30 8 |Consumption. 
DP WANA So TUM Yieies citwisins ss 86 3 |Bright’s Disease. 
22i\Susan Johnson,....-.....+.. 38 Puerperal. 
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ARTICLES IN THE WARRANT FOR TOWN MEETING, 
MARCH 13rn, 1876. 


Ist. To choose a Moderator. 

2d. To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year—the 
following officers to be voted for all on one ballot, viz:—Town Clerk, 
Treasurer, Collector, Selectmen, Assessors, Overseers of the ‘Poor, 
School Committee, Constables, and Fish Wardens. ‘ 

3d. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and bridges 
the present year. 

4th. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray the 
expenses of the town the present year, and determine when the same 
shall be assessed, and how appropriated. 

5th. To choose a Board of Auditors to examine claims against the 
town, and order the payment of the same. 

6th, ‘To choose a Comumnittee to settle with their Treasurer, and report 
the condition of the Treasury. 

7th. ‘To vote to pay the Treasurer and Collector, and Sealer of Weights 
and Measures for their services the past year. 

Sth. ‘To dispose ofthe town’s right to take alewives the present year, 
and act anything thereon. 

9th. ‘To see if the town will vote that the yards of the persons chosen 
Field Drivers shall be town pounds so long as they remain in office, 
provided they also be chosen Pound Keepers. 

10th. To see if the town will authorize their Overseers of the Poor to 
contract with some person to take charge of the almshouse, and act any- 
thing thereon. 

lith. To allow accounts against the town, and act anything thereon. 

12th. ‘To take action in relation to clearing the highways of snow the 
present year. 

13th. To choose a Committee to have the care of the Town House 
and lot. 

14th. To hear and act upon the reports of any officers or committees 
of the town. 

15th. ‘lo see if the town will authorize their Treasurer to hire money 
in anticipation of the taxes the present year, and act anything thereon. 

16th. To see if the town will make a further appropriation for a flag 
for the Town House. 

17th. ‘To see if the town will vote to purchase more land on the back 
side of the new school house lot, as recommended by the School 
Committee, and act anything thereon. 

18th. ‘To see if the town will vote to appropriate one hundred dollars, 
to be expended by Post 8, Grand Army of the Republic, in the decoration 
of soldiers’ and sailors’ graves on Memorial Day. 

19th. To see what action the town will take in reference to building 
tie highway laid out by the County Commissioners on the petitions of 
Leander A. Tinkham, Isaac S$. Cushman, Otis Briggs, and others. 

20th. ‘To see if the town will vote to complete the building of Sachem 
street, as ordered by the County Commissioners, and act anything 
thereon. (By request.) 

21st. To see if the town will order a new valuation of the taxable 
property in the town taken the present year, and act anything thereon. 

22d. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to carry into 
effect the foregoing articles, and act anything thereon. 

23d. To see if the town will vote to extend the sewer from C. H. 
Jarpenter’s shop on Mainstreet to Peirce street. and act anything thereon. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


GFW), OL)». ©, MaMiTA Ty Bec: 


february 1st, 1877. 


To THE CITIZENS OF MIDDLEBORO :— 


In the School Report of last year, attention was called to the stand- 
ing of the town of Middleboro as comp.ured with other towns of the 
Commonwealth, in relation to the amount of money raised for each 
scholar between the ages of 5 and 15 vears. The statistics then presented 
were from the thirty-eighth Annual Report of the Board of Education, 
and were based on an appropriation of $6,000 00 for the support of our 
schools. In the thirty-ninth Report, based on an appropriation of $7,500, 
our standing was raised from being the 305th town to the 239th, there 
being 238 towns in the State which raised more money for each scholar 
than Middleboro, and 101 which raised less; thus showing that our 
town is still far below the average in this respect. This subject is again 
presented to the attention of the town, with the assurance that our peo- 
ple need only to be kept informed of what is needed, and the want will 
be promptly supplied. 

Our schools have during the year, as a whole, made a fair advance. 
In some cases very marked progress having been shown, and in a few 
others as marked failure was apparent. Entire success in any schoo] 
calls first, for a teacher who has the natural abilities for that occupation, 
combined with the necessary educational qualifications, and second, a full 
co-operation with the teacher on the part of the parents and guardians 
of the scholars. The first of these requisites, the good teacher, your 
committee have used their best endeavors to provide. In relation to the 
second requirement, we have no doubt that parents are very zealous in 
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their endeavors to promote the best interests of our schools, but on this 
point, permit us to suggest some particulars in which these efforts may be 
carried too far. Do not, in presence of your own or neighbor’s children, 
discuss the merits of the teacher, her ways of governing or the prob- 
abilities as to whether she can continue in the school or not. By so doing 
the scholar’s confidence in the teacher may be lost, and further progress 
on the part of the learner seriously retarded. While you allow your 
child to attend a school, never give that child any reason to think that 
you are wanting in confidence in the teacher. Do not, in your kindly 
efforts to assist your child in his studies, assume to do the work of either 
teacher or pupil. Itis beheved that most of the teachers employed in 
our schools, have, by special preparation for the business of teaching, 
found better methods of instruction than those known to a large major- 
ity of parents, so that home instruction frequently comes in conflict with 
school methods, and what was kindly intended to promote the best in- 
terests of the pupil, proves to be a positive disadvantage. 

The recompense for labor belongs to the laborer, and in the work of 
acquiring an education, this rule has no exception ; therefore when you 
perform the examples in arithmetic or algebra, analyze the sentences in 
gramm ou or translate the Latin or French for yeur child, youshould ful- 
ly understand that as you have performed the labor, the child is not en- 
titled to, and will not receive the pay; and further, you may in this as- 
sist in deceiving the teacher in relation to the real wants of the scholar, 
and thus deprive the scholar of that needed instruction which would 
have enabled him to accomplish the work for himself. 


Always insist on the prompt and regular attendance of your children 
at school. A further reference tothe thirty-ninth Report of the Board 
of Education will exhibit something of the loss which we sustain by ir- 
regular attendance. By that Report it appears that the whole number 
of scholars between the ages of 5 and 15 years, inthe town of Middleboro 
forthe year 1874-5 was 874; the average attendance was 5¢5; thus it will 
be seen that there was an average absence of 309 scholars, and as our 

‘schools were in session 180 days this will make an aggregate absence 
equal to 55,620 days for one scholar, and let no one think that because 
this: loss is divided among so large a number, that it can be afforded by 
the children of this town. 


If a teacher does not succeed in the nanagement of a school, how is 
the case to be dealt with? It frequently happens that the committee 
are not fully aware of the state of affairs in a badly governed school, as 
their information is derived from their visits to the school, and scholars 
are sometimes shrewd enough to put on their best behavior in presence 
of the committee. Now if aschool is ina very bad condition, this fact 
soon becomes known to most of the families interested, and we think 
that it would be much better for these families to unile in presenting the 
facts in the case directly to the committee, than to remove their children 
one at a time from the school. 


Be |g me 


The Grammar school during the year has not alvancedas fast as has 
seemed desirable, but it is hoped that order has at last been brought from 
confusion, and that the advanced class may, by hard work during the re- 
minder of the year, make some amend for the time they have so nearly 
wasted. At the close of the Spring term, it is expected that a class from 
this department will be prepared to enter the High school, and this give 
room for all the classes in the lower departments to advance one step, 
and thus fully establish that regular succession of classes which has been 
anticipated for our graded schools, but’ which has been seriously inter- 
rupted by the crowded condition of our school-rooms. 


At the close of the school year in June, a class was for the first time 
graduated from the High school, and at the commencement of the Fall 
term a large and promising class entered, and it appears that a greater 
interest is being manifested in all parts of our town in securing the ad- 

rantages which this important branch of our school system furnishes. 


In accordance with the vote of the town, a janitor was employed to 
take charge of the school-houses at the village ; thismovement after due 
trial seems to meet the approval of most of those who have had an op- 
portunity to observe its effects, and it is not wholly an extra expense as 
the janitor attends to the sawing and care of the wood and cleaning of 
school-houses, which were considerable items of expense under the old 
plan. 

Several of the school-houses will need to be shingled and otherwise 
considerably repaired during the coming year. The house for School 
No. 2, (Waterville) we think needs to be repaired by ‘Ssubstitution” ; 
that is, the old house should be removed and a new one substituted for 
it. The old house if repaired will need new shingles, plastering, floor, 
doors, windows and window frames, and when that is done it will leave 
a school-room only seven and two-thirds feet high, (or rather low) having 
been built at different times, and not well adapted for school purposes. 
We commend this subject to the immediate attention of the town, asthe 
present house must be repaired or a new one erected before another 
Winter. 

During the past year forthe first time, Truant officers have been ap- 
pointed, but after their appointment it was found that they were nearly 
powerless to act without the enactment by the town, of a code of By- 
Laws. This was accordingly done, and they were printed and copies 
posted in the school-houses. No truants have yet been arrested by the 
officers, and in nearly all cases where the officers have been called, pa- 
rents have sent their children to school without further proceedings. It 
is the intention of the committee to demand a strict compliance with 
these By-Laws, and teachers and citizens should at once notify the Com- 
mittee or Truant officers, of all cases of truancy that may come under 
their observation. 

That none may offend ignorantly, a copy of these By-Laws is insert- 
ed in this report. 


BY-LAWS 


CONCERNING 


Truant Children and Absentees from School. 


Sec. 1, Any minor residing in the town of Middleboro who is an habitual 
truant, or any child between the ages of 7 and 15 years, found wan ering about 
the streets or public places in said town, having no lawful ovcupation or business, 
not attending school, and growing up in ignorance, shall on conviction thereof, 
be committed with the consent of the Boar’ of State Charities, to the State Pri- 
miury School at Monson, or to some school for the confinement, discipline, and 
instruction of truants, established by the County Commissioners of Plymouth 
county. 

Sec. 2. Any child between the ages of 7 and 15 years, residing in the town 
of Mildleboro, who, while a member of any public school in said town, shall 
absent him:elf from said school without the knowledge and con:ent of the teach- 
er of such school or of his or her parent or guardian, three or more times in the 
course of any one term thereof, or shall be wilfully tardy at such school three or 
more times in the course of any one term thereof without sufficient excuse, shall 
in such case be deemed and taken to be an habitual truant. 

Src. 3. Itis hereby required of every child between the ages of 7 and 15 
year3,residing in said town, to regularly attend some day school approved by the 
School Committee, unless engaged in some lawful business or employment, in 
which case every such child between the ages of 8 and 14 years, so employed, 
shall annually attend some public day school approved by the School Commit- 
tee, at least 20 weeks as prescribed by the statutes, and any such child who shall 
wilfully, and without just cause or excuse, neglect and fail to comply with the 
requirements of this By-Law, shall be deemed and taken to be an habitual tru- 
ant. But this By-Law shall not apply to any children who are exempted from 
the duty of attending school for any of the reasons specified in Chap. 279 of the 
Acts of 1873. 

Src. 4. It shall be the duty of the truant officers to assist the teachers in 
enforcing all needful rules and regulations prescribed by said teachers or by the 
School Committee for enforcing good order in and around the several school- 
houses in said town, and shall also prevent children and others from loitering 
about the school premises to the annoyance oi any of said schools, and the dis- 
turbance of the neighborhood. 

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Middleboro on Satur- 
day, November 18th, A. D., 1876, for the purpose, the above code of By-Laws 
was accepted by the town. 

Attest: C. B. WOOD, Town Clerk. 
Approved: WM. H. WOOD, Judge of Probate. 
Plymouth, ss. Novy. 24, 1875. vi 
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The appropriation for schools forthe past year was $8,000 00. Our pro- 
portion of the State school fund, $288 69. Received from the town of 
Bridgewater for scholars attending school in Middleboro’, $104 25.  Re- 
ceived from town of Rochester for scholars attending school in Middle- 
boro’, $2149. Balance not drawn of last year’s appropriation, $58 49. 
Making a total of $8,473 18. 


Paid town of Lakeville for scholars attending school for the years 
1873, -4,-5, $92 40. Amount to be expended for schools, $8,380 78. 


The cost of the several schools has been as follows :— 


ScnooLt No. 1. 


Caroline W. Wilbur, teaching, &72 80 

L. W. Kingman, teaching, 96.00 

Fannie Hail, teaching, 96 00 

A. H. Soule, wood and sawing, 1 25 

Janitor, 3 00 $275 Od: 
SCHOOL No. 2. 

Mary F. Hagan, teaching, | $280 00 

A. T. Savery, wood and saying, 9 91 

Janitor, 3 00 $292 91 
Scnoou No. 3. 

Lura 8. Sawin, teaching, $280 00 

James Smith, wood and sawing, 18 87 

Janitor, 3 00 $301 87 
ScHOOL No. 4, 

Sarah A. Balcom, teaching, S288 50 

Wood and sawing, 17 91 

Janitor, 3 60 $309 41 
ScHoou No. 6. 

Ella 8. Thompson, teaching, $280 00 

James Smith, wood and sawing, 16 25 

Janitor, 3 00 $29.25 
ScHoou No. 8. 

W. Anna Harding, teaching, $261 00 

Josiah H, Thomas, wood and housing, 13 56 

Janitor, 3.00 $277 56 
SCHOOL No. 10. 

Lillie T. Westgate, teaching, $88 50 

Anna L. Hinckley, teaching, 166 20 

S. D. Wilbur, wood and housing, 16 50 

Janitor, 175 $272 95 
ScHOoOoL No. it. 

Sarah A. Gibbs, teaching, $75 00 

Andrew J. Bisbee, teaching, 75 00 

Mary A. Griffith, teaching, S87 00 

John Withom, wood and heusing, 10 00 

Janitor, 3 00 $250 00 
ScHooL No. 12. 

Abbie L. Sparrow, teaching, $70 00 

Dora M. Wing, teaching, 105 00 


N. H. Ryder, wood and housing, 350 $178 50 
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Scnoo.u No. 13. 


Abbie A. Gurney, teaching, 
Helen Harlow, teaching, 
K. Sherman, wood and housing, 
Janitor, 
Scnoou No. 14. 


Inez M. Rogers, teaching, 
Florence Eddy, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 
Scnoou No. 15, 
Paid Nelson Cobb to transport scholars to No. 6, 


ScHoOOoL No. 16. 


Phebe A. Gerrish, teaching, 
Lizzie W. Cleaveland, teaching, 
—E. Sherman, wood and housing, 
_ J. H. Vaughan, wood and housing, 
Janitor, 
ScHoou No. 17. 
Helen Harlow, teaching, 
Abbie A. Gurney, teaching, 
G. T. Sherman, wood and housing, 
Janitor, 
SCHOOL No. 18. 


Kdith McLeod, teaching Grammar School, 
Anna McCoughtry, teaching Granimar School, 
Henry L. Armes, teaching Grammar School, 
Annie A. Lovell, teaching First Intermediate, 
Lucia A. Drake, teaching Second Intermediate, 
Annas. Benson, teaching Primary, 
Mary L. Tinkham, teaching Primary, 
Wood, 
Janitor, 
1 | “ 4«¢ 
ScHooL No. 19. 


Irene E. Hathaway, teaching, 
Russell Snow, wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 
Scnoou No. 20. 
L. W. Chandler, teaching, 
Minnie D. Case, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 
ScHoou No, 21. 
Lydia S. Robinson, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 
; ScHOOL No. 22. 
L. Florence Howes, teaching, 
Wood and sawing, 
Janitor, 
Hien Scnoo.n. 
J. H. Willoughby, teaching, 
Annie D. Pratt, teaching, 
Anna C, Eddy, teaching drawing, 


Amount expended, 


$165 00 
96 00 

7 50 

3 25 


S90 OO 
172 50 
10 50 
3 00 


$165 OO 
9 OO 

5 63 

10 00 

3 00 


$165 00 
96 00 
11 70 

3 00 


315 00 
297 50 
280 0) 
297 0) 

5) OD 
115.00 


$280 00 
27 00 
3 OV 


$96 00 
172 50 
16 75 
3 00 


$261 00 
18 50 
3 00 


$255 00 
18 25 
3 00 


$1,350 00 
400 00 
108 00 


$276 00 


$1351 25 


$1,757 59 


5310 09 


$1858 00 


$8,464 42 
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INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Mrs. F. King, cleaning house No. 12, 
** M. Allen, cleaning house No. 16, 
C. T. Gammons, cleaning house No. 10, 
** M. R. Clark, cleaning house No. 18, 
J. K. & B. Sears, lumber for fence No, 13, 
.S. Cushman, labor on fence No. 13, 


a6 


a 


I 
for use of well, 
M. R. Clark, labor on house No. 18, 
W. O. Barrows, labor on house No. 13, 
C. H. Carpenter, repairing clock, 
John H. Ryder, shingle No. 11, 
. G. Gammons, labor on house No. 11, 
. H. Gerrish, labor and stock, No. 17, 
. K. Ryder, labor on house No. 10, 
. M. Reed, labor on house No. 10, 
. B. Gibbs, sundries, 
. W. Savery, repairs No. 2, 
. T. Savery, repuirs No. 2, 
'. W. Wilbar, broom and ink, No. 1 
. P. Sparrow, repairs, No. 3. 
. G. Andrews, repairs and fence, No. 19, 
. H. Weston, repairs, No. 18, 
G. G. Andrews, fence, No. 20, 
Cleaning School-houses, 
Setting glass, 
Stoddard & Williams, varnishing, 
J. B. Tillson, repairs, 
H. C. Coombs, use of well, 
Fence, new house, No. 18, 
Painting and whitewashing No. 18, 
George Rimbach, tuning High School organ, 
Repairing settees, 
Surveying instruments, 
Drawing cards, 
M. Rounseville & Son, vaults, 
Repairing blackboard erasers, 
Harlow & Thatcher, printing diplomas, 
Ink-well covers, 
F. E. Wood, painting, &c., 
Mr. Nants. 
Azel Washburn, labor, 
Geo. H. Doane’s bill, 
F. A. Pease, stock and labor, 
Shaw & Childs’ bill, 
John Shaw’s bill, 
Peirce & Page’s bill, 
Wm. Downing, grading No. 18, 
C. H. Carpenter, clock for No. 18, 
Repauring plastering, 
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$798 39 
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The following sums have been paid for transporting scholars to the 


High School: 


Lizzie S. Cushman, 
H. D. Leonard, / 
Mariquita Eddy, 
Geo. W. Leonard, 
W. E. Clark, 

JW Pratt, 

Clara Hagan, 
Alfred M. Cushing, 
Alice Cornish, 
Fannie M. Deane, 
Horace E. Deane, 
Abbie Murdock, 
Frank Thompson, 
Mary Eddy, 
Reuben A. Gibbs, 
Nellie B. Wilbar, 


Amount appropriated for incidental expenses, 
Amount Expended, 


»)), CHA PIN, 
J. F. SHURTLEFF, 
W. H. SOUTHWORTH, 


| 


$9 75 
8 00 
10 00 
10 00 
14 50 
13 00 
9 00 
17 00 
4 50 
4 00 
4 00 
3 00 
6 00 
7 00 
5 50 
7 50 $132 75 


$1000 00 
931 14 


SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE. 


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 


OF THE 


Middleboro Public Library. 





The success of our Library for the past year seems to prove fully the 
necessity and utility of such an institution, and to indicate its permanen- 
cy. The year’s work, as reported by the Librarian, has certainly not 
been one of inactivity. The number of books delivered during the year 
has been larger in proportion to the number in the library than in most 
public libraries, and this has been done without the loss of asingle book ; 
although the usage some of the books have received has been harder 
than seems necessary for a careful reading of them. The apa work 
for the year is presented as follows in the 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT. 


An experience of the sixteen months, during which the library has 
been in operation, has developed a gratifying result, which cannot fail 
to be a source of congratulation, since it assures an appreciation of the 
public by its liberal patronage and ready compliance with its rules. One 
draw-back to the success of the work, as you well know, has been the 
want of books, which may be accounted for in part by the publishing of 
catalogues, a necessary expenditure, however, in order to supply the de- 
mand of the public; also as it is the only proper method to facilitate the 
circulation of books, and I may say here that there are many valuable 
and interesting works, which may seldom, if ever, be brought before the 
public, except through the mediuim of the catalogue, therefore it is to be 
hoped that our many patrons will avail themselves of the opportunity of 
knowing what the library contains. 

The accession catalogue shows an addition of 402 volumes during the 
year. Of these 283 have been acquired by purchase, 119 by gift, which 
added to the number already upon the shelves, amount to 2,245. 

The library has been open for delivery of books 292 days; the number 
of cards issued is 1,174, or 566 more than when last reported, and the to- 
tal circulation through the medium of these cards is 18,264, an average of 
62 per day. The largest monthly circulation numbered 2,108 volumes ; 
the largest daily circulation numbered 167 volumes. 

The amount received for fines since the last report is $66.30. The 
amount received from the sale of catalogues 1s $18 30. 


® 
N. J. BULLARD, Librarian. 
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Besides the books on the catalogue, the library possesses incomplete 
sets of the North American Review, and of Niles’ Register, and 
a large number of valuable documents, which have never been fully ar- 
ranged for the catalogue. These added to the number on the published 
list will make the books belonging to the library number nearly 2,500 
volumes. 

Among the donations received during the past year the most notable 
has been that of Wm. R. Bliss, Esq., of New York city, in memory of 
his deceased son, Frederic W. Bliss, who was formerly a student in 
Peirce Academy. The giftnumbers 63 volumes, and forms a valuable 
addition to the library, and the generosity of Mr. Bliss will be held in 
grateful remembrance by its many friends. 

We are confident that many of the friends of the Library possess 
volumes, or part volumes, of the Atlantic, or Harper's, or Scribner’s, or 
others of the popular monthlies, which they would be quite as willing 
to benefit the Library with as to pack them away in their attics. Three 
or four valuable donations of this kind have been received, and these 
will be bound as soon as a few broken sets have been completed. If the 
friends of the Library on reading this will stop and think and then act, 
without fear that their gifts will be resented, the Library will soon have 
valuable sets of two or three at least of the leading Magazines. 





TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 





Cash on hand at last report, $14.72 
Received from Town Treasurer—‘‘dog money,” 410.31 
my Cash donations from individuals, 91.50 
oF Proceeds of entertainments, May 30, 31, and June 2d, = 162.11 
“ A ‘* “Pumpkin Festival,’ &c., 161.60 
- Fines collected during the year, 66,31 
nf for catalogues sold “  “*** 18.30 
$924.85 
Paid F. B. Washburn & Co., for printing catalogues, $138.30 
for binding catalogues, 69.67 
‘* James M. Coombs, for printing library blanks, &c., 36.00 
‘* Estes & Lauriat for books, 310.83 
** John Shaw for books, in part, 65.00 
** for books from other sources, 2.40 
** Sherman & Harlow, balance due for fitting up li- 
brary, . 62.78 
." Miss N. J. Bullard, for services as librarian, from 
Sept 27, 1875, to Feb. 3d, 1877, 216.00 
“* for paper for covering books, 11.10 
* * blank books, stationery, cleaning library, 
freight, express, postage, &c., 11.47 





$923 55 
= P 
Balance in hands of Treasurer, Feb. 24, $1.30 
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There are other bills for books just purchased still due, to be paid 
when the appropriation for the past year is recejved. A portion of the 
receipts for the year were used in paying expenses belonging to the work 
of the first year, payment of which was generously allowed to be de- 
ferred in order to place a greater amount of money in books at the out- 
set. Quite a sum was necessarily expended at the beginning of the year 
in printing a catalogue, which was urgently called for when the library 
was opened, and which, it was hoped, would meet with a ready sale, 
since the price was placed at the cost only of printing and binding, and 
as the proceeds of such sales would be at once available for the purchase 
of new books. Copies are always to be found for public use in the libra- 
ry room, but it would add much to the knowledge of the valuable works 
which are on the shelves, if copies were purchased and carefully studied 
at home. 

To specify each donation to the library during the year would be an 
agreeable portion of this report, but would perhaps unduly increase its 
length. Besides, some of the donors have requested that no public men- 
tion be made of their gifts. But we assure all the benefactors of the 
library that their offerings have all found a hearty welcome, and wil! 
continue to in the future. 

Respectfully submitted for the Trustees. 


; 


JOSEPH E. BEALS, Sec’y and Treas. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES—1876-7. 


Perm expires 1877. Term expires 1878, TVerm expires 1879. 
WM. H. WOOD, WM. R. PEIRCE, Pres’t, GEORGE BRAYTON, 
W.C. RYDER, N. C. PERKINS, J. M. COOMBS, 

B.S. HATHAWAY, A. L. WESTGATR, J, E, BEALS, 


‘Report of the Selectmen and Assessors, 


For the year ending February, 20th, 1877. 


The Selectmen of Middleboro present the following Report for the 
year ending Feb. 20th, 1877. 











Voted for the repairing of highways, $5,000 00 

for new roads and bridges, and special repairs, 2,500 00 

for sidewalks, 500 00 

for extension of sewer, 300 00 

for support of schools, 8,000 00 

for incidental school expenses, 1,000 00 

for support of poor, 3,200 00 

. for support of insane, 800 00 

for payment on Town Hall, 5,000 00 

for new school-house, 1,000 00 

for payment of interest, . 2,800 00 

for incidental expenses of town officers, 2,100 00 

for decorating soldiers’ graves, 100 00 

for improvement on town lot, 100 00 
for discount on taxes, 3,200 00 $35,600 00 
Less corporation tax, 3,500 00 
| $32,100 00 

State tax, 2,592 00 

County tax, 2,850 86 
Overlay, 995 01 $5,437 86 
Total amount assessed, $38,537 87 

HIGHWAYS. 


There has been allowed and worked by the several Surveyors as fol- 
lows, viz :— 
North Section. 


Expended before 


Dist. No. Surveyors. June Ist, ’15. After. Total. 
A; Ira Bryant, $183 87 $66 03 $249 90 
2. Wm. R. Pierce, 543 10 228 87 771 97 

rs William Downing, 251 85 273 67 §25 52 
4, John G. Vaughan, 310 72 16 26 326 98 
5. Edwin Holmes, 188 85 140 79 329 64 
6.9 Dod; Prath 116 54 49 59 166 13 
1: E. G. Shaw, 11 09 78 74 89 83 
8. 


Daniel Alden, 210 02 17 65 227 67 
: mae | SR OBT 64 
$1,816 04 $871 60 








a Fo 


East Section. 
Expended hefore 




















Dist. No. Surveyors. June Ist, "75. After. Total. 
ie Eben’r A. Shaw, $57 21 $29 93 $87 14 
2. Nathan B. Maxim, 17097 46 18 117 15 
3. Jacob Atwood, 97 66 37 74 135 40 
4, Isaac Bryant, 25 42 31 35 56 77. 
D. Benjamin Freeman, 57 84 8 39 66 23 
6. Josiah T. Cornish, 116 39 102 35 218 94 
vf H. W. Atwood, | 9830 22 94 121 24 
8. Leonard Mitchell, 6479 14 65 79 44 
9, Zadoc Sturtevant, 86 05 19 00. 105 05 

10. Richard Carter, 43 63 91 52 135 15 
$718 46 $404 05 
South Section. 
Expended before 

Dist.No. Surveyors. June ist, 76. After, Total. 

1. F. A.G. Atwood, $50 25 $60 81 $111 06 
2 Henry Hobill, 78 50 23 50 102 00 
3 Stillman Benson, 86 01 128 77 214 78 . 
4, Hosea F. Maxim, 85 92 ~ 48 90 134 82 
5. A. W. Sherman, 66 23 35 62 101 85 
6 H. N. Thomas, 101 17 70 45 171 62 
7 Abner Wood, 129 15 40 00 169 15 
8 O. F.: Carver, 69 19 7 28 166 47 
9. Edmond Thompson, 62 35 25 00 87 35 

10. Benj. F. Wood; 72 10 17 90 90 00 

Tt S. G. Wrighington, 73 84 50 04 123 88 

12. Josiah H. Thomas, 99 28 99 09 198 87 

$973 99 $697 36 


$1,671 35 


$5,481 50 


NEW ROADS AND BRIDGES, AND SPECIAL REPAIRS. 


North Section. 


John C. Reed, building a part of Centre street, $267 50 
se ee “for extra work on New street, from 
High to Centre streets, 5 00 
Martin Rounsville, for blasting rock on Centre street, 30 00 
Isaac Clark, on Rock street, (1875) 31 25 
L. E. Thomas, on Southwick street, 99 20 
L. F. Tinkham, on Southwick street, 37 57 
William Downing, on Taunton and Centre street, 535 09 
Wm. R. Peirce, on Main street, 137 47 
E G. Shaw, on Pratt’s bridge, 16 65 
Ira Bryant, on Star Mill bridge, ' 7 00 
L. F. Tinkham, on street from High to Centre street, 
and on bridge at Shovel Works, 70 93 
J. K. & B. Sears, for lumber for bridges, 33 66 





or 


$1,271 32 


end te 


East Section. 
Henry Hobill, building a part of Plymouth street, 342 12 














Nathan B. Maxim, repairs on Tispaquin street, 108 43 
Zadoe Sturtevant, repairs on bridge, 12 00 
Venus Snow, for railing on bridge, 711 
A. T. Savery, lumber for railing, 3 25 
Lewis Leonard, lumber for railing, 8 25 
Richard Carter, lumber for railing, 6 44 
—-— $487 60 
South Section. 
Henry Hobill, for buiiding bridge, $54 34 
Charles H. Rider, building road, 288 50 
Elnathan Sherman, for building a part of Long Point 
street, 415 00 
Nathaniel Shurtleff, repairs on Rocky Gutter street,, 29 26 
Soranus G. Wrightington, repairs on Tispaquin street, 3293 
Thomas Smith, repairs on Sachem street, 50 53 
Edmond Thompson, repairs on Wareham street, 18 85 $889 41 
$2,648 33 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Paid J. T. Wood, Selectman mad Assessor, $196 25 
A. K. Bishop, ad ne 89 87 
A. T. Savery, a f} x 108 12 
Lewis Leonard, ‘‘ is ys 66 25 
S. F. Cobb, 74 50 
$534 99 
C. B. Wood, Town Clerk and Treasurer, $450 00 
C. B. Wood, Overseer of the Poor, 22 75 
A. C. Wood, x 50 00 
M. Alden, ms . ie 52 25 
- $575 00 
S. Chapin, School Committee, $152 75 
A. H. Soule, se 63 15 
J. F. Shurtleff, + 16 25 
~ $292 15 
James Cole, Constable, $72 20 
L. M. Alden, ae 14 40 
S. Lovell, na 4 00 
B. W. Bump, ef 4 00 
S. Mendall, “ee 4 00 
I. F. Atwood, Auditor and Surveying, 16 75 
L. B. Murdock, ‘“ 5 00 
$120 35 





$1,522 49 


Ba he 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Paid J. M. Coombs, for printing, 
F. B. Washburn, printing Town Report, 
Harlow & Thatcher, printing, 
James M. Martin & Son, flag for Town House, 
Nahum F. Morse, helping run town line, 


E. A. Shaw, * a 
E. H. Hatch fe ~ 
Seth C. Morse, . ne 
L. W. Savery, si ris 


S. Hinckley, selling roads, 
R. K. Holmes, expense on shad spawn, 
Joshua Wood, for guide boards, 


Town House Committee, for moving and paint- 
ing fence on Main street, by Town House 


lot, 
One-half of the cost of well at Titicut, 
Peirce Academy, for rent of Armery, 
Zenas Bishop, for fixing driveway, 
Wm. Downing, for moving old Safe to station, 
Wm. R. Peirce, for screen, 
Lewis Leonard, for surveying, 
James Smith, for damage to door-yard, 
G. H. Doane, for drain pipe, 


Less due from State for rent of Armory, 


Total town officers and incidental expenses 
less armory rent, ($2,333 31 


SIDE WALKS. 


Paid Wm. R. Peirce,, for making and repairing side 
walks on Main, Water, Center, Pearl and 
Elm street, 
J. M. Pickens, on Main street, 
William Downing, on Centre, Oak, High and 
Courtland street, 
Edwin Holmes, on Plymouth street, in Titicut, 


$112 43 


87 60 
2 50 
37 80 
5 25 
5 25 
7 00 
3 75 
3 50 
13 00 


25 10 


18 50 


7 80 
165 00 
258 33 

137 

2 50 

11 00 


ye 


io 
5 00 


93 69 


$287 47 
50 00 


268 49 
50 00 


$867 06 


$633 73 


———$——— 








$2,155 12 


$645 96 
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GRAVEL ACCOUNT. 


Paid C. F. Shaw, Jr., gravel and damage to land 


in 1875, 
H. D. Leonard, land for gravel, 
Adney Jackson, i " 
J. B. Lebaron, ri HARON kof 5.8 
66 66 


Leonard Richmond, for clay, 

A. A. Savery, for gravel, ; 

Sidney Tucker, land and loom, 
66 


66 


Mrs. Galen Haskins, “ ok 


Richard Carter, for gravel 4 years, 


SNOW BILLS. 


Paid Eben A. Shaw, 1875, 
L. F. Tinkham, 


SEW ER. 


Paid J. G. Vaughan for extension of sewer to 


Peirce street, 
G. H. Doane, for pipe, 


J.G. Vaughan, for new well and cover near 


American building, 


RECAPITULATION. 


Expended on highways, 


Expended on new roads and special repairs, 


Town officers, 

Incidental expenses, less armory rent, 
Sidewalks, 

Gravel account, 

Snow bills, 

Sewer account, 


cinders, posts and gravel, 1876, 


i wie OT GM 


$147 93 
115 40 


67 25 





$5,481 50 
2,648 33 
1,522 49 

633 78 
645 96 
228 22 

12 90 
328 58 


| 


$12 90 


$11,494 71 
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FISH ACCOUNT. 


Number of fish taken at Lower Weir, 12,000 
= “4 « “ Star Mills weir, 66,068 78,068 
Cash received from sale of fish, $429 04 
ot * for inspection at East Taunton, $120 00 
Due from Fall River. 10 00 $130 00 $559 04 
Paid E. Hathaway, for 503 days’ work, $97 00 
E. Hathaway, for board, salt, sticks, &c., 26 42 
W.H. Smith, for fishing, 32 60 
- Wm. Thayer, for fishing, 15 25 
E. A. Harlow, for fishing, 11 50 
R. Hathaway, for fishing. 11 00 
Leonard Driggs, 21 days’ fishing, 36 75 
* ‘* — for repairs on fish house, 17 80 
S. Hinckley, for salt, barrels, nets, &e., . 15 95 
Swift’sexpress, for twine and nets, 7 60 
M. H. Cushing, for salt, ; $1 45 
P. H. Pierce & Co., for salt, 140 285 $274 72 
J. A. Burgess, for inspection at E. Taunton, and 
cash paid out, A 132 00 
Ira Bosworth, for board at E. Taunton, 35 00 
J. A. Burgess, for care of fish at Lower Weir, 2 00 
S. Hinckley, for inspection, 13 00 
J.T. Wood, for inspection, 8 25 
L. M. Alden, for inspection, 28 50 
J. H. Waterman, for inspection, 2 00 
C. Southworth, for inspection, 08.7 
Mrs. Sproat, for rent of land, 3 00 $227 35 
W. H. Osborn, for legal services before Fish Com- 
mittee, at Boston. $16 32 
S. Hinckley, time and expense to Boston, 16 00 
J. I. Wood, .F* ff 9 00 $41 32 





$543 39 


LIABILITIES AND RESOURCES OF THE TOWN FEB. 1, 1877. 


Liabilities. 
Due on notes and interest, . $39, 176 00 
Teachers, &c., for present school term, estima- 
ted, 2,500 00 
Town officers and committees, estimated, 750 00 
For unpaid orders and outstanding bills, about 900 00 
Probable loss on taxes now in Collector’s hands, 200 00 


Tota) liabilities, $43,526 00 


a PO — 


Resources. 

Cash on hand Feb. ist, 1877, $7,351 96 
Due on taxes in Collector’s hands, for 1876, 1,544 59 
Ie r . 1875, 420 24 

te rt da 1874, 32 64 

ad rh nt 1873, 51 59 

from State for State aid, 1,566 00 
from State for rent of Armory, 313 33 

For betterments assessed in 1875, 595 00 


Total resources, 


Balance against the town, 


—_—--——-- 


ESTIMATE FOR A TAX FOR 1877. 


For repairs of highway, ~ $5,000 
New roads and bridges and special repairs, 1,500 
Support of school, ‘ 9,000 
Incidental school expenses, 1,000 
Support of poor, 3,500 
Support of insane, 800 
Town officers and incidental expenses, 2,000 
Payment on Town House, 5,000 
Payment on new school-house, 1,000 
Payment of interest on debt, 2,500 
Cleaning highway of snow, 300 
Sidewalks, 500 


Less corporation and bank tax, 


ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT. 
Number of polls assessed May Ist, 1876 


Amount of real estate assessed May Ist, 1876, $1,995, 836 
Amount of personal estate assessed May tst, 1876, 464,612 
Total, ——— 


Per cent assessed, $14 50 per $1,000. Poll tax, 
Number of horses taxed, 

Number of cows taxed, 

Number of sheep taxed, 

Number of houses taxed, 

Numbea of acres of land taxed, 


$11,875 29 


—_—— -——— 


$31,650 71 





$32,100 00 
$5,200 00 
$28,900 00 


1,433 


$2,,460,128 
2 00 

653 

680 

137 

1006 
38,096 


HIGHWAY. 


After having made the most of the appropriations for new roads, and 
special repairs, which we intended, urgent requests were made that some- 
thing should be done to Taunton, Pond, and some other streets, and we 
were also assured that if these streets were not attended to soon, legal 
steps would be taken to cause them to be put in better condition, and be- 
ing convinced there were reasons for complaint, especially in the case of 
Taunton street, and believing it better policy for the town to build its 
roads before complaints were made, or the county commissioners called 
upon to build them, we decided to take advantage of the low price of la- 
bor, and have considerable work done, thereby exceeding the amount of 
appropriations, somewhat, for new roads and repairs. 


SIDE WALKS. 


The principal part of the expense for side walks has been on Main, 
Oak, Center, and Water streets. The abutting owners have, in most in- 
stances, spent as much as the town, and in many, much more. On the 
southerly end of Oak street, about one-half of the width of the land for 
the walk was given, and the fences moved back by the owners, In other 
places the town furnished the gravel only. In Titicut $119,75 was laid 
out,the town paying $50,00 of that amount. In consequence of the line 
of the highway having been changed on Main street, by the county com- 
missioners, bringing the side walk into a deep gutter, alarge amount of 
filling was required, and it became necessary to do this at once, as a pe- 
tition was about to be sent to the county commissioners, asking them to 
cause this street to be built agreeable to their order. The petition was 
retained, with the understanding that the town would move the side 
walk to its proper place, and establish the grade, so that the abutting 
owners could place their fences on the line of the street. A part of the 
expense of this filling is included in special repairs. 

It seems desirable that the decided improvement made in side walks, 
the past year, should be continued; not only for the greater convenience 
of foot people are good side walks desirable, but we think it a decided 
benefit to the carriage part of the streets, to have the sides raised and 
well defined gutters made, to take off the water, to say nothing about 
the greatly improved appearance of the villages in having neat walks 
take the place of stones, bushes, briers and rubbish. . 


TITICUT WELL. 


The trustees of the Pratt Free School, wishing to provide water for 
their school, proposed to the selectmen that if the town would pay one- 
half of the expense of digging a well, they would locate it on the com- 
mon in front of the Congregational church, instead of their own prem- 
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ises, as they at first intended, We finally agreed to do so, provided the 
cost did not exceed $200. Judging from the depth of other wells, in the 
immediate vicinity, it was expected that a plenty of water would be ob- 
tained at the depth or twenty feet; on reaching that depth, eight feet of 
which was through solid rock. the money was expended, and scarcely any 
water found. But hoping, and expecting soon, to find a plentiful sup- 
ply, and to save what had already been spent, the work was continued; 
when at the depth of twenty-eight feet a seam was opened and a great 
supply of water found, which filled the well to the depth of thirteen 
feet. The sum of $2.00 per day was paid to two of the men for labor; 
the others only $1.67 per day. Neither of the parties would have favored 
the project if they had anticipated that the cost ($330.00) would have 
been so much, but in view of the advantages of having a good public 
watering place in this part of the town, where one was so much needed, 
and the consideration that the ‘‘ Pratt Free School’ furnishes free tui- 
tion to a number of children, and saves the town the expense, which but 
for this school it would be obliged to incur, in the transportation of 
scholars to the High School at the Four Corners, we feel assured that 
the town will sanction the outlay. 


FISH. 


On account of the cold weather continuing so late, last spring, the her- 
rings were very late in reaching here. The first ones taken at the Star 
Mills was on the 14th of April, and of the 47,543 taken at that weir, only 
5,000 were taken up to the 8th of May, while in 1865 over 42,000 were 
taken at lower weir, in three days in April. It being so late before the 
fish got here, and the market being supplied from other places, where 
they are taken much earlier, the price of the fish had to be made quite 
low, also quite a large number were lost, as they could not be saved on 
account of hot weather during the last of the fishing season, so that the 
amount received for the fish the past year was less than usual. There 
has been a reduction in the amount of sales, for several years, 


In 1867 there was 100,713 fish taken out and sold for $1,522 03 


In 1868 ss WA QIAN Mars ake « 1,212 42 
~ —. 4n 1869 ee TT. SUB (ih OAS anlieh se 1,127 41 
In 1870 a RY a ne ss 1,106 43 
In 1872 Chie PRR NEL ey Saas as 799 39 
In 1876 fs FOGG with, ply enter ee « 429 04 


During the years 1871, ’73, °74 and 75, the rights to take the fish were 
sold, and the number taken, and the amount of sales, are not known. 
At the same time, the expense of taking care of the fish has been in- 
creased, as the people will not subject themselves to the inconvenience 
of going and waiting at the weirs as formerly, when they can have the 
fish brought to their doors,all cured, for $1.00 or less per hundred, and the 


~~ 


a - ; ~ i, | 

Fe PA Vihae tr / 87, Wf Oe: / v0 
oe ON ae eae 

/& / a / © Ce (oe a Fo Co) for Via eh LI 

14/7. ee 41 A 770 


eae. /.0./ 22 


fa Bef. 8 / ph Kee 
EG? S02 / £B 
L605 (3715S 
169A LAAIS 








guages 6 


want of conveniences for curing, at the Star Mills, where most of the 
fish are now taken, makes it necessary to cart them to distant places. 
There was additional expense this year, in trying to save the fish that 
got in between the grate and the dam, at the Star Mills; also in watching 
the operation of the fish-way at the Shovel Works, and in repairing the 
fish house at the lower weir. These expenses and the expenditure before 
the Fish Committee of the Legislature, makes the whole amount more 
than usual. We think there is a need of some change at the Shovel 
Works dam, to facilitate the passage of the fish. The owners and agent 
of this dam, as well as those of the dam at the Star Mills, and at East 
Taunton,express (and we believe sincerely) a desire to make any changes 
that may be necessary in order to have a good way for the fish, The 
State Commissioner of Inland Fisheries have the sole authority to order 
changes in these ways. Their attention has been called tothe fish-way at 
the Shovel Works, andat East Taunton, but, probably, on account of 
their time being so much occupied, they have failed to give the atten- 
tion needed. We think, this year, that. at least 15,000 fish have gone up 
through the fish-way at the Star Mills, and, not finding the fish-way 
at the Shovel works, have gone back, and many were taken in the nets in 
going down the fish-way, while many more have gone over the dam and 
were contined between the dam and the grates. Could this large number 
have passed up to their spawning ground there would have been a very 
large increase of fish. Several thousand of fish were taken in nets and 
put into the fish-way, anda much larger number of fish have passed up 
this year than for many years. Considerable complaint has been made 
in years past, that large quantities of young fish were killed in passing 
down through the dams, many of them being obliged to’ pass through 
the iron wheels, and especially so the past year, on account of the scarci- 
ty of water. But, from personal examination this year, and from the 
statements made by others, we are satisfied that whatever may have 
been the fact in years past, that. this year, very few comparatively, were 
killed. The time for fishing is now reduced from five days to four each 
week. Werecommend that the taking of fish be sold this year, the 
Town to control the inspection. 


In accordance with the vote of the town, we applied to the State Com- 
missioner for the fry of shad and California salmon. In July we received 
89,000 of shad fry, which were put into the river near the Japan Works, 
but failed to receive the fry of the salmon, but probably shall at the next 
proper time, and the State Fish Commissioners have promised to see 
that these fish have suitable ways to pass the dams. 


JOSEPH T. WOOD, ) Selectmen and Assessors 
AY Ks BISHOP; . of 
A. T. SAVERY, Middleborough. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER AND COLLECTOR FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 1s 7, 1877. 


Dr. 


Cash on hand as per report of 1876, - 
Unpaid taxes, 
Received as follows:— 


From County Treasurer, on account of dog licenses, 


Wm. O. Cornish, 
Mary C. Cornish, 
Josiah T, Cornish, 
Benj. P. Wood, 
E. Hathaway, fish money, 
Middleboro Savings Bank, 
William Downing, 
Isaac Lucas, for land sold, 
Capt. L. Driggs, fish money, 
N. E. Trust Co., interest, 
Geo. Bb. Allen, for license, 
Town of Dighton, 
Town of Berkley, 
Town of Somerset, 
Town of Freetown, 
Town of Raynham, 
City of Taunton, 
On account of fish, 
N. H. Soule, 
Town of Bridgewater, for schooling, 
J. T. Wood, on account of fish, 
State Treasurer, corporation tax, 
OF rf bank tax, 
state aid, 
J. C. Ashley, for license, 
Cushing & Tucker, for sewerage, 
Town House Committee, 
I. F. Thatcher, 
State Treasurer, school fund, 
H. W. Atwood, for gravel, 
Thomas Smith, for wood, 
County Treasurer, dog money, 
For use of Lock-up, 
Interest and summons, 


66 6é 


$6,338 40 


2,883 05— $9,221 45 


$410 31 
159 00 
530 00 
137 00 
500 00 

81 50 
6,700 00 
36 75 
326 66 
120 00 
164 15 
11.00 
20 00 
"20 00 
20 00 
10 00 
20 00 
30 00 
—— $9,296 37 
$200 00 
104 25 
50 82 

2,091 91 

1,122 72 

1,604 70 

11 00 
10 00 
100 00 
400 00 
288 69 
20 
1 00 
510 17 
.50 
262 31  $6,'760 07 





Amount of taxes for collection in bills, committed in ’76, 38,537 87 


__— 


$63,815 76 





Loni 


1,602 70— $43,789 72 


Paid School Committee’s orders, $9,627 80 
Selectmen and Auditors’ orders, 11,582 79 
Town House Committee’s orders, 907 69 
Overseers of the Poor, orders, 4,000 75 
assessors’ orders, 34 34 
Notes and interest, 16,033 65 
State aid, 

Nathan King, for copying town records, 47 62 
Town Clerk, for obtaining, recording, and in- 
dexing the marriages, births and deaths, in 
1875, 72 10 
Town Library, dog money, 410 31 
Shaw & Co., express, 6 80 
Geo. L. Soule, for return of deaths, 16 50 
Wm. B. Wood, sealer of weights and measures, 1000 
Post 8: Gk. es 100 00 
Town Treasurer and Collector’s services, for the 
year 1876-77, 450 00 
State Reform School, for Geo. E. Walker, 22 21 
State Reform School, for Emma J. Jones, 13 14 
Harlow & Thatcher, for summons, 1 90 
; Geo. W. Rich, for night watching, 50 00 
County Treasurer, county tax, 2,850 86 
State Treasurer, State tax, 2,592 00 
Sundries, 11 46 
Unpaid taxes, 2,051 27 
Discount on taxes, 3,379 02 
Remittances, 588 95 


Cash on hand, 


$6654 90 


7,351 90— $13,371 14 


$63, 815 76 


C. B. WOOD, Town Treasurer and Collector. 


Middleboro, Feb. 23, 1877. 
The undersigned, a committee chosen by the town to settle with their 
Treasurer, hereby certify that they have attended to that duty, and find 
the foregoing accounts correct, and properly vouched for from February 


ist, 1876, to February 1st, 1877. 


GEORGE BRAYTON, 


IcHABOD F. ATWoopD. 


LEB ee 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING FEB. 1, 1877. 


Am’t of money drawn from the Town Treasury, 
Rec’d from city of New Bedford, for E. M. Hoyt, $208 25 


From town of Carver, for Lottie Sears, 18 00 
Plymouth, for John Goldsboro, 5 95 
Fairhaven, for J. Vaughan, 475 
Produce, 46 08 
W ood, 15 00 
Board, 7 00 


Paid out as follows, viz :— 


For support of paupers in the almshouse, 
Out of the almshouse. to the following persons and 
families : 


Mrs. Levi Chace, $54 00 
“| Caroline. W. Packard, 57 00 
** Lorenzo F. Smith, 8259 
** Tra Tinkham, 88 50 
“* Mybra Weeks, 60 29 
** Eunice M. Hoyt, $1 09 
** Abby Cushman, 51 20 
‘© Margaret Thrasher, 2 62 
** Rachel. Bump, 20.00 
** Andrew B. Perry, 130 00 
“© James E, Richmond, 77 00 
** William Ives, 16 65 
** Ruth Bennett, 7 75 

Daniel Cobb, 57 00 
Emerson P. Morse, 78 50 
Jesse Vaughan, 3 00 
George Darling, 100 15 
Stillman B. Morse, 171 08 
Mary W. Atwood, 4S 87 
Betsey C. Cobb, 41 25 
Sally M. Cobb, 75 00 
Sally C. Benson, 65 00 
Gilbert A. Lyon, . 10 14 
Levi M. Westgate, 44 96 
George H. Thompson, 410 
Robert Robbins, 112 00 
Ephraim 8S. Bell, 38 62 
Charles Jones, 20 00 


Allen Cobb, 12 75 


$4,000 75 


305 03 





$4,305 78 


$1,239 39 


PR A 


Andrew L. Raymond, 9 65 
John Goldsboro. 7 95 
George W. Bracket, 17 03 
Olinda V. Reed, 475 
Israel Wood, 5 00 
John E. McMann, 16 50 
Elam Look, 7 50 
James H. Lashure, 2 00 
Edwin Peirce, 8 30 
Lottie Sears, ; 12 00 
Alfred O. Standish, 11 80 
Pelham E. Gibbs, 2 00 





In Taunton ‘Lunatic Hospital. 


Thomas J. Shaw, . 209 38 
Harriet Elmes, ; - 158 65 
Patrick Murphy, 204 60 
Nancy F. Hamblin, 81 45 





Labor and materials for repairing almshouse and build- 


ings, 62 3d 
Dr. E. W. Drake, for professional services, 50 00 
A, C. Wood, Expenses going to Boston, New Bedford 

and Brockton. 9 dd 
Thomas M. LeBaron and wife, services, + 575.00 


Whole number in the almshouse during the year, 

Of which number were transient, 

Remaining the whole time, 

Present number in almshouse, 

Whole number weeks for one person, 

Of which were transient, 

Average number for the year, 

Average expense per week, excluding interest on farm 
and salaries, 

Average expense per week, including interest on farm 
and salaries, 


$1,715 41 


$654 08 


$696 90 
$4,305 78 





658 
626 
11 

20 
1,078 
92 

19 


$1 22 


$2.00 


There have been three deaths in the almshouse during the year, viz: 


Elkanah Thompson, who died Feb. 20, 1876, age 73 years. 
Mary Bumpus, who died March 26, 1876, age 81 years. 
Daniel Lucas, who died Jan. 7, 1877, age 58 years. : 


BR 





Am’t of real estate, Feb. 1, 1876, $3700 00 
Am’t of personal estate, Feb. 1, 1876, 165200 $5,352 06 

Am’t of real estate, Feb. 1, 1877, 3715 00 

Amt of personal estate Feb. 1, 1877, 1630 55 
—- $5,345 55 

Cc. B. WOOP, 


One of the Overseers of the Poor, 


REPORT OF TOWN HALL COMMITTTEE FROM MARCH Ist TO 
APRIL Ist, 1876. 








Cash in hands of Committee at last report, $7 O1 
Received for use of hall and rooms, 78 50 
Paid Pritchard & James, for repairing slating on roof, $16 36 
Wm. B. Wood, for services as janitor, 39 00 

H. W. Durfee, part payment of coal bill 30 15 

$85 51 


Paid balance of coal bill by order on Town Treasnrer, $31 33 
Respecttully submitted for the Committee. 


JOSEPH E. BEALS, Chairman. 


REPORT OF TOWN HALL COMMITTEE 1876-7. 


The report herewith presented, dates from April Ist, 1876, to March Ist, 
1877. 


Received for rent of hall and rooms, $635 5€ 


The expenses of the year, are as follows: 


W. B. Wood, as janitor, 44 weeks, $396 00 
N. D. Wilbur, gas bills, 181 18 
J. B. LeBaron, coal bills, 256 45 
G. H. Doane, hardware bill, 1272 


og 


Pine wood for kindling, 11 00 
J. L. Jenney. drawing gravel, 150 
J. Sherman, bill for fixing doors, 3 00 
A. Washburn, bill for white-washing, 6 00 
Other small bills, 5 55 
$873 40 
Amount of money received, $635 50 
Money paid out, and on hand: ; 
Town Treasurer, $100 00 
Sundry bills, 29 37 
W. B. Wood 246 00 
In hands of Committee, 260 23 $635 50 
Amount of expenses, $873 40 


Bills drawn upon the Town Treasurer. 





W. B. Wood, $150 00 
N. D. Wilbur, 181 18 
J. B. LeBaron, 256 45 
J. L. Jenney, 1 50 
A. Washburn, 6 00 
Paid by Committee: 
W. B. Wood, 246 00 
J. Sherman, 3 00 
Sundry bills, 29 27 $873 40 
Appropriation for improvement of town lot, $100 00 
Expenses for lumber, manure, printing, and work, $61 72 
Expense for trees, setting, and work, 32°75 $94 47 
Unexpended, $5 53 
Appropriation for blinds for Library room, $30 00 
Paid for blinds, and express, $17 25 
for hanging blinds, 12 75 $30 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


A. G. WOOD, 
MILTON ALDEN, Committee. 
J. B. LEBARON, 





0 
DATE NAME. RESIDENCE. 
1876 

Jan. 1/Geo. F. Bryant, Middleboro, 
8|Arthur F. Strafiin, ae 
1}Nelson C. Ruburg, S. Abington, 

Feb. 3/{N. Elton Wilbur, Bridgewater, 
3|Joshua K. Bishop, Middleboro, 
5{David H. Wilber, Bridgewater, 
5|/Frank E. Drake, Middleboro, 

23|Gideon Gates, sibs 
26| William H, Shaw, re 

Mch. 4/Charles H. Barker, New Bedford, 

April 1|Martin L. Sturtevant, Bridgewater, 
6|Frank B. Washburn, Middleboro, 

12| Joseph E, Beals, a 

May 6/Josiah Gibbs, iy 

8| William I. Gummersen, % 
18| William Tilson, a 
24\ John D, Hall, Raynham, 

July %|Joseph H, Shurtleff, Middleboro, 
4)/Samuel B. S. Keyes, af 
5|Harry L. Thatcher, «f 

11\Geo. E. Bailey, a 
2}Alonzo G. Glidden, «¢ 
16}Andrew B. Gibbs, a 
16}Geo. E. Reeves, Fairhaven, 
27|Kliab F. Dunbar, Bridgewater, 
Aug. 36|/Edward L. Smith, Middleboro, 
Sept. 8&|J. Herbert Cushing, fe 
10}Hiram Bryant, Plymouth, 
27| Thomas H. Silvia, Middleboro, 

Oct 14|Newell R: Cambell, Boston, 

17|Charles N. Atwood, Middleboro, 
17}Frank H. Richardson, 1 
20|Josiah Bisbee, Rochester, 
26|Rodolpho Gay, Middleboro, 

Nov. 13|/Hiram Tilson; sé 

16)Calvin D. Kingman, . 
16|Samuel Hathaway, i 
18|Jas. L. Lucas, s 
21|Benj. E. Holmes, sf 
22'Samuel S: Carver. | Balifax, 
23|Stephen B. Holmes, Middleboro, 
26)Andrew Benson, + 
28!Charles H. Vaughan, ‘ 

Dec. 1|/Frank P. Thompson, Bristol, R. I. 
3}Lucius I. Bumpus, Middleboro, 
6| Nathaniel Matthews, Yarmouth, 
¢|Edward L. Soule, Middleboro, 

16}John N. Baker, | Taunton, 
28|Israel F. Bishop, Rochester, 

July 31!/Wm. A. P. Staples, Lakeville, 


MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN MIDDLEBORO IN 1876. 





NAME. 


Mary E. Evans, 
Mary L. Alden, 
Hattie J. Packard, 
N. Carrie Dunham, 
Hannah Z. Atwood, 
Martha B. Morrel, 
Alice A, Pratt, 
Delia B. Gibbs, 
Annie M. Wilder, 
Mary HK. Jones, 
Nellie Hammond, 
Etta L. Nickerson, 
Harriet C. Barden, 
Bethia O. Wilbur, 
Maria A. Jones, 
Emily O. Gammons, 
Susie R. Johnson, 
Emogine M. Doten, 
Mary E. Bennett, 
Lucy F. Harlow, 
Lillian A. Shaw, 
Ellen M. Downing, 
Dora B. Tinkham, 
Josephine F, Adams, 
Mary L. Stevens, 
Rebecca E. Ewer, 
Hattie W. Phillips, 
Eunice Hoyt, 

Abbie Reed, 

Loella A. Swift, 
Sarah A. Gibbs, 
Lucy D. White, 
Sophia Finney, 
Annie M Conley, 
Jemima C, Woodward, 
Mary A. Pickens, 
Susanna M. Shaw, 
Lottie R.. Drew, 
Mary S. Perkins, 
Nancy G. Thomas, 
Jennie E. Davidson, 
Mercy W. Tillson, 
Ella §. Tnkham, 
Ida D. Kittrell, 

Ida I. Crosby, 
Thankful Doane, 
Emeline Sturtevant, 
Clara J. Grinnel, 
Garaphelia A. Wood,. 
Alice E. Wardell. 





RESIDENCE. 


Freetown, 

Middleboro. 

S. Abington. 

Bridgewater. 

Middleboro. 
be 


“ce 


‘Bridgewater. 
Harwich, 
Middleboro. 
Bridgewater. 
Mi arlboro. 
Wareham, 
Middleboro. 


‘Plymouth. 


Middleboro. 
se 


“cc 

“a 

“ec 
Fairhaven. 
Wiss. 
Sandwich. 
Middleboro. 
Plymouth, . 
Middleboro. 

“ee 


be 


sc 


Orleans, 
E. Bridgewater. 


Middleboro. 
‘ 
Fall River. 


C. B. WOOD, Town Clerk. 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN MIDDLEBORO IN 1876. 





DATE. 
1876. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


March 


April 


“May 


' June 


July 


/ 





NAME. 
10 Nellie H. Soule, 
15 Stephen Gammons, 

6| Eliza Tobey, 
13) Florence Raymen: dL, 
3| Joseph H. Bisbee, 

15| Frank K. Smith, 
22] Mabel. H. Field, 
2z'Tsabel M. Vaughan, 
22 Elsie Merrihew, 
13 Hannah Casey, 
20 Elkanah Thompson, 
28'Chester T, Pratt; 
13; Abby Freeman, 
24'George S. Eaton, 
28, Penelope R. Savery, 
29| William EK. Harper, 
12;Mary:E., Reed, 
13 Lucy R Mason, 
25 Mary Bump, 
3li/Everett W. Morse; 
18|Mary A. Perkins, 
22\Iozra L. Perkins, 
Ol|Lois G. Clark, 

6 Philip Cran: lon. 
12'Harry E. Washburn, 
15\Mary Watts, 

Klien P. Pratt, 

14 Henry N. Maynard, 
Edith C. Vrightman, 
Alvin 8S. Makepeace, 
Albert W. Thomas, 
Fanny F. Gardner, 
(Nora W. Dunham, 
Sensca Thomas, 


— oH 


punk, 
ane 


fool 
~ 
S 


3)‘ ynthia Waldron, 
16|"etsey M. ‘I homas, 
25)Maud E. Pearce, 
50 Hannah W. Soule, 
19)'etsey M. Wood, 
Lydia Smith, 
25 Hattie Payson, 

9| Joshua Stanlish, 
21/George Washburn, 
22|Mabel L. | oftin, 
22! William Hic key, 
30; Tra Shaw, 

8) Ellen M. Briggs, 
29 Harriet B. Bar. len, 
14/Annie M. W aldron, 





wos 





August12!Othello L. Morse, 


_ 29|Dennis J. Shaw, 


6 Lizzie M. Woodbury, 
6) atharine Norris, 
7|Mary E. Merrihew, 
3| Betsey L Burgess, 
12/Asenath S. Smith. 
3 Alfred W Sak 
25)Serena Woo: ¥ 
11/Eme.ine B. Bisbee, 





9 Hannah W. Denham, 
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M | D. DISEASE, 
1 Infantile. 
3 Insanity. 
3 if yphoid Fever, 
27 \Infantile. 
8 | 23 Consumption. 
2115 |Conyulsions. 
2 Lung Fever. 
5 Consumption. 
3 Con: ~e ation of Brain. 
Erysipelas. 
Old Age. 
10 | 28 |Diptheria. 
10 | 10 |Bright’s Disease. 
Consumption, 
Palsy. 
9 | 11 |Paralysis. 
11 | 19 {Inflaination of Bowels. 
$ } 13 |Pleurisy, 
6 | Pneumonia. 
1 Ulcers. 
8 | 25 |Paralysis. 
8 |Lyphoid Fever, 
5 |Cancerous Stomach. 


Pneumonia. 
Acute Bronchitis. 
Old Age. 
Diptheria. 
Pneumonia. 
Congestion of Nerves. 
Cerebritis. 
Diabetis. 
Consumption. 
Inflammation of Throat. 
Paraly<is. 
Consumption. 
Abseess of Bowels. 
Bright’s Disease. 
Cholera Infantum. 
Consumption. 
Liver Complaint. 
Hectic Fever. 
Cholera Infantum. 
Delirium ‘remens. 
Yholera Infantum. 
Infantum Fits. 
Consumption. 
Heart Disease. 
Teething. 
Liver Complaint. 
Consumption. 
Dysentery. 





iCholera Infantum, 
Pneumonia. 
Apoplexy. 
Consumption. 
Apoplexy. 
Neuralgia of Brain. 
Consumption. 
Scarlet Mever. 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN MIDDLEBORO IN 1876. 





DATE. 
1876, | 


Sept. 


NAME. 


5|Anna M. Pooley, 
6;Annie H. Erwin, 
14;Harriet Elmes. 
14;Caleb Hall, 
30| John E. Keyes, 
21; Albert C. '' homas. 
17|Eliphalet Thomas, 
30) Rest Perkins, 
10;Theopilus B, ‘LeBaron, 
20) W aitstill Murdock, 
25|Herbert L. Elliot, 
7iSusan M. Barker, 


17|Ruth Reed, 


19) Benj. F. Eldridge, 
24\Silvanus W. Bump, 
29|Zenas Bishop, 
2|}Henry Stevens, 
2,\Charles W. Whitcomb, 
4\Elmer C. Copeland, 
22| Jacob B. Perry, 
22\;\Edward W. Cole, 
10} William H. Gifford, 


| 


CRAM WON ACtP OS 


= 


EAU ey 


DISEASE. 


Heart Disease. 
Consumption. 
Dysentery. 
Apoplexy. 
Diptheria. 
Consumption, 
Consumption. 
Dropsy. 
Typhoid Fever. 
Influenza, 
Croup. 
Pneumonia. 
Old Age. 
Scarlet Fever. 
Infantile. 
Dropsy. 

Heart Disease. 
l'yphoid Fever. 
Vyphoid Fever. 
Consumption. 
Consumption. 
Disease of Brain. 


C. B. WOOD, Town Clerk. 


so 


ARTICLES IN THE WARRANT FOR TOWN MEETING, MARCH 19, 1877. 


1lst—To choose a Moderator. 


2d—To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year, the following 
Officers to be voted for all on one ballot, viz : Town Clerk, Treasurer, Collector, 
Selectmen, Assessors, Overseers of the Poor, School Committee, Constables and 
Fish Wardens. 


3d—To determine the manner of repairing the highways and bridges, the pres- 
ent year. 


4th—To raise such sums of money as may, be necessary to defray the Eebennes 
of the town, the present year, and determine when the same shall be assessed, 
and how appropriated, 

5th—To choose a Board of Auditors, to examine claims against the town, and 
order the payment of the same. > 


6th—To choose a Committee to settle with their Treasurer, and report the con- 
dition of the treasury. 


7th—To vote to pay the Treasurer and Collector for his services, the past year. 
8th—To dispose of the town’s right to take the alewives, the present year, and 
act anything thereon. 


9th—To see if the town will vote that the yards of the persons chosen Field 
Drivers shall be town pounds, so long as they remain in office—provided they al- 
so be chosen pound keepers. 


10th—To see if the town will authorize their Overseers of the Poor to contract 
with some person to take charge of their almshouse, and act anything thereon. 

11ith—To allow accounts against the town, and act anything thereon. 

12th—To take action in relation to clearing the highways of snow, the present 
year. 

13th—To choose a Committee to have the care of the Town House and lot. 

14th—To hear and act on the reports of any officers, or committees, of the 
town. 

15th—To see if the town will authorize their Treasurer to hire money in antici- 
pation of the taxes, the present year, and act anything thereon. 


16th—To see if the town will appropriate one hundred dollars to be expended 
by Post 8 Grand Army of the Republic, in the decoration of soldiers’ and sail- 
ors’ graves on Memorial Day. (By request.) 


17th—To see what action the town will take in reference to building the high- 
way laid out, on the petition of William Perkins and others, (at Bent Hill, so 
called,) and any other unfinished roads. 

18th—To see if the town will take any action in relation to the building of a 
new school house for school No. 2, (Waterville,) and act anything in relation to 
the same. 


19th—To see if the town will vote to repaint and replace the street boards in 
town, and act anything thereon. 


20th—To see if the town will order a new valuation of the taxable property in 
town, the present year, and act anything thereon. 


2ist—To see if the town will endeaver to obtain the Original Records and 
Plans of the Purchases and Divisions of the lands of this town, and to act any- 
thing thereon. 

22d—To see if the town will vote to purchase of John C. Reed, a piece of land 
adjoining the school house lot of school No. 22, for the purpose of enlarging said 
lot, and to obtain gravel for the highways, and act anything thereon. 

23d—To see what disposition the town will make of the money received from 
dog licenses the present year, and act anything thereon. 

24th—To see if the town will vote, in connection with the towns of Lakeville, 
Rochester, and Freetown, to stock the Assawampsett, and the other ponds con- 
nected with it, with the Land Locked. salmon, and to act anything thereon. 
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